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viu PREFACE. 

I fear, for a degree of complaint; and in 
more, a colourable pretext for the imputa- 
tion. I believe that fome preachers, fhocked 
on beholding examples, real or fuppofed, of 
congregations* flbarving^on mefe morality fub- 
ftitutcd for the bread of life ; eager to lay 
bro^d and deep the foundations of the gof- 
■pel; and ultimately apprehcnfive left their 
oWn hearers fhould fuljpeft them of reverting 
towards legality ; have riot given to morals, 
as fruits of Faith, the ftation and the ampli- 
tude to vvhlch they have a fcriptural claim. 
Anxiouj left others fliould miftake, or left 
they fhould themfelves be deemed to miftake, 
the branch for the ropt : not fatisfied with 
proclaiming to the branch, as they were 
bound habitually to proclaim, Thou harejl 
not the root^ hut the ' root thee : they have 
Ihrunk from the needful office of tracing the 
filmifications. They have not left morality 
out of their difcourfes. But they have kept 
it too much in the background. They have 
noticed it fhortlv, generally, incidentally : 
jn a manner whicn, while perhaps they were 
eminent as private patterns of moral duties, 
might not fufficiently giiard an unwary hearer 
againft a reduced eftimateof pr^fticalhoUnefs, 
nor exempt fhcriifelves fromthe fufplcion of 
undervaluing moral obedience. We are conti-- 

nually 



FUEFACE- he 

nually flying each from the other into oppo* 
lite errors. It might be well for Ibmfe of us 
to be more diftinftly aware that to preack 
Chfiftian Morality, to preach it in detail, td 
take from time to time a (pecific moral duty 
for the avowed fubjeft of a fermon, to purfiit 
the duty through its fubdivifions, to point 
out its bearings on the tranfaftions of com- 
mon life, (be it obferved that I fpeak of mo- 
rality rendered chriftian by being unequivo- 
cally biiilt on faith in Chrift,) is not only not 
to be iegaly but is to ftrengthen by pra6tical 
application the impreffion of doftrinal truth, 
and to fupply to the humble, follower of our 
Lord aid highly important both as to the 
perception and the difcharge of his daily ot^* 
ligations. There are others among us to 
whom it might be profitable if they were led 
-clearly to difcern, that to preach juftification 
by faith, by faith only, without the deeds of 
the Law, (without the deeds either of the 
ceremonial or of the moral law contributing 
an atom towards the purchafe of our jufti- 
fication, the free gift of God through the 
blood of His Son,) is not only to preach 
wijth the apoftles and with the articles of our 
church, is pot only not to ^ake void the law^ 
but is to ejiablijh the law {a)^ 

, . ... {(^) Rom. ill 31. 

^ The 



s3f PR^EFAGB. 

, , The mode of preaching which, in t^Biting 
^|id incorporating do6idnal with practical in- 
Jftru.6lio% Si% 9ne time difcourfes fpecifieally 
fin a dQ6^riqe,_dev€lopes it, eflablifh^s it, 
^plics it to the advj^uicement of holinefsr at 
another, lea^^ found doctrine and corre-* 
(ponding pradtice hand in hand firpm the 
commencement tp the clofe: at mother, 
felefts a chriftianor an xmchriftian dilpofi* 
tion, a moral or an immoral pra6tice, as the 
prominent fubje6t, yet an?cioufly and mani- 
feftly fixes on the Great Corner-ftone eveiy 
part of the fuperftiiifture : this I conceive to 
be the mode, by which a Chriftian minifter 
may hope the moft efficacioufly . to declare all 
tlfe coun/el of God {i). 

(*) A€t9, w. ay. , 
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I Cor. ill, 1 1; 

Other Foundation can no man lay than that it 
laidy which is Jefus Chrijl. 

\]tf E are acduftottied to hear Morality 
^ mentioned as a fubje6t diftinfl from 
Religion* This feparation in common lan- 
guage is not furprifing ; as we daily fee many 
adtions, literally confiftent with moral pre- 
ttpts, perforrtied from motives, in which re* 
li^on has no parti The habit, however, of 
regarding ftiorality as disjoined from religicn 
is not only erroneous, but highly perhicious. 
Rdigion, conftituting the fum of hunlan du^ 
tv, confifts of two branches, piety and mo- 
'rality* Piety comprifes the.difpofitions and 
aftions of which God is the immediate dbjeftj 

£ morality^ ^ 



Our Lord Jefus Chriji 



morality, thofe of which other beings are im- 
mediately the objedls. Thus adoration is an 
a6l of piety: compailion to a man or to a^. 
bi-ute, and felf-government, are afts of mo- 
rality. 

As there are various difpofitions which may 
be exercifed either towards God or towards' 
man> there arc proceedings which at one 
time ai'e to be ranked under piety, at another 
under morality. Thus love to God is an 
aft of piety; love to men foi* his fake, of 
morality. 

Sometimes a moral duty,, the breach of 
which involves peculiar guilt, popularly takes 
the appellation of piety. Thus love to pa- 
rents h^s been denominated filial piety. But 
the nature of an aftion is not altered by an 
accidental change of term. 

In every refpe6t, and from firft to laft, 
our Lord Jefus Chrift is the corner-flonc 
of our falvation. From him arifes the be- 
ginning of religion, repentance* Him hath 
Ghd exalted to be a prince and a Saviour to 
give repentance (a)^ no lefs than forgive^ 
fiefs of fins: From him proceeds faith : be is 
the author and finifher of it, (b). From him 
is derived our ' reconciliation with Gei : 
^hrmigh him we have accefs to the Father. 

* r 

(«)Aai,y. ji. (*) Heb. xJi. J. 



the foundation of Morality . 3 

heing jujiijied by faith ^ we have' peace mth 
God through our Lord Jefus Chriji. We were 
redeemed by the precious blood of Chriji 5 and 
his blood cleanfeth us from all Jin (c) . In the 
comprehenfive language of the Scriptures, he 
is made, unto us wifdoin^ and right eoufnefs^ and 
fanBiJication^ and redemption (d). 

It is to our Redeemer, viewed as thefbui>- 
dation of Chriftian morality, that our atten- 
tion is now to be fpecially directed. Other 
foundation can no man lay^ cohfiftently with 
the revealed will of God ; confiftently with 
any rational hope of erefting a capacious and 
lafting fuperftru6ture. The world lays its 
t)wn foundations of morality. It builds upon 
expediency, oi: upon honour, or upon cuftom^ 
The foundation and the morality built upon 
it are fuited each to tlie other. The one is 
fand'y the other, wood^ hay^ and Jlubble. The 
building may look fair at a diftance. It may 
feem in the feafon of tranquillity and fun- 
fhine to ftand firm. But when the fire of 
temptation yZ>^// try every man's work of what 
fort it isy it (hall not abide : when the rains 
fhall defcend, and the floods corrip, and the 
winds blow, and beat upon that houf^it 
Ihall fall,, and great fhall.be the fall of it. At 

(r)15ph.iii 18. Rom. ?. X. f Pet. u x8« 19. i Jobn>i. 7. 
(d) J Cor* i. 30. 

B 1 thus 



4 Our Lord Jefus Chftji 

thus fhall It be with the morality or the fer- 
rant af Chrift. He builds^ on the Comer- 
ftone which, God himfelf has laidj 'an^ builds ^ 
upon it gold^ ftlver^ preciom ftone s^ His work' 
jJoall be revealed by fire:, by fuftaining the 
flames, its excellency fhall be raanifefted. 
When the rains defcend^ and the floods come, 
and the winds blow, and beat upon that 
l^oufe, it falls not ; for it is founded upon a 
rock. 

In various refpe£ts our Lord Jefils Chrift 
ftiay be contemplated as the foundation of 
Chiiftian morality. 

In the firft place, our Saviour has fully 
communicated and interpreted the moral law 
of God. 

The maral law of God, \% that law under 
which the human race, as fubjeft to his mo*, 
ral government, is placed* It includes not 
only faith and love^ and all other holy difpo- 
fitifons and anions, of which God is ther/^- 
medicate ob]e£l ; but thofe duties alfo, which 
for his fake' are to her performed towards* men, 
and are ufually comprifed under the name of 
. Arality. Being in its nature neceflkrily cor- 
refpopdent to his own inher«it pctfeftions^ 
of hoiinefe, juftieCy and benevolence ; it i^, 
like them, in its fubftanqe unchangeable. To* 
different perfons, however, at the fame time,: 
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or to the fame perfons at difFerfent periods, ut 
* may be made loiown, according to hjs good 
pleafure, in different degrees. To the Jev\rs^ 
and through them to many other nations, it 
has been lai^gely difclofed by the harid of Mb- 
ics, and of the other infpired writers of the 
Did Teftament. Among the Gentiles God 
never has left it withotii witnefs; They, 
which have not the law^ do^ by the light * of ^/7- 
. ture^ more or lefs of the things contained in the 
law, zxAfhew the work of the larjo written in 
their hearts^ their confcience alfo hearing wit-- 
nefs (e). But it is by Hiin who came^nto 
idle world to be the light of the world, that 
4iew and complete luftre was poured upon 
the nioral law. That which was originally 
permitted to be lefs diftinfl in it, he made 
clear. That which had been corrupted by 
traditions and commandments of rnen, he pu- 
rified. By explanations, by ccimpaiifons, by 
parables, healluftrated thebeariiig'and opera- 
tion of moral rules .on the daily proceedings 
of common life ; and by fhewing the appU- 
cation' of the precepts to a Variety of cafes, 
pointed out the method of applying them to 
ail. Having come upon earth, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
felf a peculiar people zealous of good ^-^luorks : 

(f) Rom. i!. 14, 15. 

B 3 J?:nQwing 
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.■ J. /* all the fidncfs of 

,. ; '::mjetf were hid alt 

V.:" knowledge ; that, as 

.. ^!< heavenly Father, he 

.xTilation which fhould 

•.: /: rime ; he did not leave 

* i purpofe incomplete. He 

: -:.*n in every particular of 

\:::ing* upon them the in- 

■ '.\*::v>n between faith and obe- 
,\ ". reverence of God, and right 

■ .!s man : he taught them to lore 
C:d li'lih all the hearty and their 

:: Tcc^njelvcs \ to live Jcberl)\ righ- 

. ^.\;Vv in this prcfent "xo^ldy to clean fc 

, ;'*:77 all filihinefs offejlo and fpirit^ 

\ f:cl holinefsin the fear of God. 

>v\vnilv, Chri.ft is thq propitiation, for 

>,..:vs ofmcrality. 

.Vr the violation of any moral duty the 
;^v* :V of God is denounced. Ctirfed he he that 
I .;';/' light by bis father or mother. Curfed be he 
: i\:: remo^jcth his neighbour s land?nark. Curfed 
i," hi that maketh the blind to wander out of the 
\v*.;v. Curfed be he that perverteth the fudge ?ne?it 
cf the f ranger^ the fatherlefs^ ajtd the widow. 
C.-rfed be he that f mite th his neighbour fecretly. 
Cu: fedis everyone that continueth not in all things^ 
and confcqucntly in all moral duties, no lefs 

than 



the Foundation of Morality. j 

than in all other things, ivhich are 'written in 
the book of the law to do them (f). The negleft 
and the tranfgreffion of the du^ties of morality 
have formed, in' every age, a large portion of 
the mafs of human guilt. When Chrift^ 
therefore, came to redeem us from the curfe ef 
the law^ by being himfelf madek a curfe for us (g) i 
it was in part to deliver us from the penal con- 
fequences which we had brought upon our- 
felves by difobedience in points of moral duty. 
It was in part to atone for our breaches of 
moral duty that he laid afide the form of God, 
and took upon him the form of afervant^ and 
was made in the likenefs of man^ and became obe- 
dient wito deaths even the death of the crofs. 
In every ftage of his humiliation, in every 
pang of his fufFering, our breach of moral , 
duty had its fhare. What a leffon has he 
thus delivered to us of the importance of nig- 
ral obedience ! What a fanftion has he added 
to the obligation of moral duty ! Behold in 
his humiliation and death for the immoral 
actions of men, a new teftimony that he is 
|:he corner-ftone of morality ! 

Farther : it is conformably to the example 
of Chrift, that obedience to the precepts of 
ijiorality is in every point to be rendered to 
God. 

^/^ Peut. xxvii, i6, «;<:. Gal. iii. ig. (#) Gat. iii. 13. 

» 4 In 



8 Our Lcrd Jefus Chriji 

In all things he has left us an example 
that we Jhould follow his Jieps. He was holy^ 
karmlefs^ undejiled^ feparate front Jinners. In 
his childhood he was willingly fubje6l to 
'Mary his mother, and her hufband jofeph. 
Thi'oughout his life, hjs uniform employnaent 
. was doi^g good. Not defiring that any fliouM 
. minifter unto him, he was conftantly minif- 
tering unto others, ISiotpleafng himjelf n6t 
pnly unacquainted with fdf-indulgence, but 
cdntinually making facrifices of needful re-r 
pofe ; he laboured in painfulnefs and weari-r 
nefs for the temporal and the fpiritual trenefit 
of men. It was his mi at and drink to do the; 
ynW of his heavenly Father, Jle did no Jin ; 
neither was guile found in his mouth. He fpake 
the truth, and bore witnefs to the truth, at the* 
expence of his life. To the perverfe igno-r 
ranee, unbelief, and prejudices of his difciples 
he ihcwed the moft tender forbearance : to 
their defertion and denial of him the moft 
endeaiing fprgivgnefs. TVhen he was reviled^ 
he reviled not again -y when he fuffered he 
; threatened 7ioty but committed himfelf to Him 
whQJudgeth righteoujly. He was as a lamb led 
to ^ the fiaughter ; and as a Jloeep before her 
Jloearers is dumb^ fo he ^opened not his mouth in 
complaint, but prayed for thofe who were 
nailing him to the crofs. He infifted not on 
his rightful privileges ; but, that he might 

not 
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the Foundation of Morality. 9 

not give ofFence, difcharged by a miracle the 
, tribute which he was riot bound to pay. On 
die inhofpitable Samaritans he permitted not 
the infliftion of punifhment. To his malig- 
. nant countrymen at Nazareth he renewed 
his labour of love, at a fecond rilk of being 
thrown headlong from their precipice. In 
every other part of his condu6l, as in the 
inftances which have been fpecified, our Lord 
proved himfelf by his own pradice, a prac- 
tice which every one of his' followers is 
jdedged to imitate, to be the corner-ftone.of 
morality. 

In the next place, fcriptural obedience to 
moral precepts can be attained only through 
the grace which Chrift fupplies. 

Without Me — ^thefe weie l\i$ own words to 
his favoured difciples — without Me ye can do 
nothing. I am the vine^ ye are the branches. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf except it 
abide in the vine*, no more canye^ except ye abide 
in me. The heart of man, lia^tur^ally felfifh, 
.proud, envious, prone to paflipn; to fenfuality, 
to every, evil work, cannot perform an aft of 
holinefs, but through the Holy Spirit which 
is the gift of Chrift. Even with refpe6l to 
the attainment of faith, m • man can fay that 
Jefus is the. Lord^ but by the Holy Ghof (h). 

(A) I Cor.xii.j. 

How 
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• How then fliall integrity, and brotherly love, 
and humility, and meekncfs, and gentienefe, 
and temperance, and purity, and long-fufFer- 
ing, and forgivenefs, fruits of idAXhj fruits of 
the fpirit, be produced, but by the Holy 

. Ghoft ? And if the Lord Jefus Chrift, when 
he afcended up on high, received gifts for men^ 
even the rejidue of the Spirit, the entire com- 
munication and diftribution of the graces of 
the Holy Spirit ; if we, ^ who of ourfeives are 
unable to do any thing that is good, may yet 
be rendered capable feverally of faying with 
St. Paul, lean do all things through Chriji who 
firengtheneth me : Is not Chrift the corner-, 
ftone of moral conduft toward? men ? 

Farther: It is only through the Lord Jefus, 
through the efficacy of his prevailing merits, 
that our moral condu6l towards men can be 
acceptable in the fight of God. 

Scanty, through innumerable defefts, pol- 
luted by a continual admixture of evil, how 
fhall the beft moral a6lions of men bear the 
fcrutiny of a heart-fearching God ? Weighed 
in the balance of the Sanftuaiy, what hu- 
man deed fhall not be found wanting ? If 
ye offer the blind for facrijice, is it not evil? 
And if ye offer the lame andjick, is it not evil? 
Offer it nowiuntp thy governor: i^ill he be pleafed 
4pith theey or accept thy perfon, faith the Lord of 
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Hojis (i) ? Too well may this defcription be 
applied to the moft excellent of human ac- 
tions ! Some pofitive merit, fome adventi- 
tious righteoufnefs, fome fuffigient propltia^ 
tion, fome adequate interceffion, muft be in- 
terpofed on their behalf, ere they can be 
meet to be prefented before Him, who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; ere they 
can be r^fcued from the fentence of His un- 
changing law, which can tolerate no imper-. 
fedUon* In Jefus Chrift, and in him alojie, 
they find that ranfom of wliich they ftand in 
need. For his fake, the infirmities of Jiis 
fervants are overlooked -, the defefts of their 
faithful efforts to keep his commandments 
^re pardoned- For his fake their obedience 
iyaccepted of God, and recompenfed, through 
grace wholly unmerited, as though it had 
been, fo far as it had proceeded, a fulfilment 
pf the law. 

There muft yet be brought forward an- 
other confideration, which places our Lord 
before us as the foundation of morality. It 
is to pleafe him, or in other equivalent words, 
to pleafe God through him, that our views in 
the difcharge of moral duties are alv/ays to 
,|)e direfled. 

T|ie word 6i God fpeaketh exprejsly, that 

% 

(0 Malachi, i, a. 4 

all 
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all menjhould honour the Son^ €ven as they bon^ 
cur the Father. To live unto him who died for 
uSy and to do all for the glory of Godj that God 
may in all things he glorified through Jefus 
Chrifi^ are commands of the fame import. 
They art commands from whofe fcope and 
jurifdiftion no a6lion of man is exempt. 
Whatever participates of the nature of mo- 
rality, be it inward difpofition or outward 
condu6l, be it thought, or word, or deed, is 
completely fubjeft to their controul. To 
render an aftion morally acceptable through 
our Redeemer to God, is it fufficient that the 
kftion accord with the literal tenor of the 
precept ? To affirm this propofition would 
be to affirm, that the fervice of formality 
ranks on a level with the offering of the 
heart. It would be to affirm, that the con- 
ftrained fubmiffion of feai' is equally pleafing 
in the eyes of our Crt *tor with the zealous 
gratitude of love. It would be to affirm^ that, 
if you are honeft through policy, it is the 
fame as though you were upright through 
principle. It would be to affirm, that when 
you are temperate through confiderations of 
health, it is the fame as when jovt^ keep your 
appetites under fubjeftipn to the dictates of 
confcience. Ifwould be to affirm, that mo- 
tives are nothing ; that whether an aftion, 

verbally 
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verbally confiftent with a fcriptural injunc- 
tion, be the relult of felfiftinefs or of felf-de- 
nial ; of fpiritual mindednefs or of pride ^ 
whether it be done for the honour of God 
and our Lord Jefus Chrift, or in conformity 
to the fuggeftions of the world, the flefh, and 
the devil j there is no moral difference in the 
conduft of the agent, nor any difference as to 
the manner in which the deed will be appre- 
ciated at the great day of account and retribu-* 
tion. To expofe fuch a doftrine, it is not 
neceflary to refer to the Scriptures. In a 
cafe lb plain, why even of ourfehes judge we 
not what is right? No aft ion whatever, 
though fulfilling the wideft extent of the let- 
ter of a divine commandment, partakes of 
Chriftian morality, is included within the li- 
mits of fcriptural goodnefs^ is in any degree 
authorifed to hope through , the merits of 
Chrifl for acceptance with God, except fo far 
as the obedience to the divine commandment 
has ultimately proceeded from a defire to 
pkafe our Ood and Saviour. No other obe- 
-4knicf i« obedience to the Father and the Son^ 
And.. Q& what grounds fliall man contend 
that obedience, not rendered to Them, fliall be 
accepted and rewarded by Them ? 

In every refpe6t, then, and from firft to 
lafl, our Lord Jefus Chrift is the corner-* 

3 ftone- 
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ftone qf morality. Other foundation can no 
man lay. If this momentous tiTith be ef- 
tabJifhed, be it our care to have it fixed in 
our hearts : be it our care to bsild our mo- 
rality on that .foundation, which has been 
laid by the hand of God s and to build upon 
It that morality, which our Lord himfelf has 
taught. The morality of our Lofd h not of 
the worlds therefore the world hateth it ; dif- 
Kkes its purity, complains of its ftriftnefs, 
puts afide fome of its precepts, and labours 
to curtail, and pare down, and ciiicumfcribe 
tlie reft. Let us look not to the world, not 

to the maxims of the wifeft of the human 
race, but to a higher and purer fburce, for 

the knowledge of our duties ; even to Chrift, 
the infallible revealer of the will of his Fa- 
ther, the author and finifSer of the law of 
Chriftian morality. Come ye^ and let us walk 
in the light of the Lordy who came tohtthe 
light of the world.. . Tile moral precepts of 
Scripture are of the number of thofe com- 
mandments, for the tranfgreffion of which 
he died to atone. They are of the number* 
of thofe concerning which we have his re- 
corded declaration : Whofoeverjhall break one 
cf the leaf of thefe commandment Sy and jhaU 
teach men fo^ hejhall be called leaf in the king- 
dom of heaven. But whofoever Jhall do and 

8 teach 
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teach them^ the fame Jhall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven (k). They are of the 
number of thofe commandments, with a re- 
ference to which his apoftle pronounces, that 
neither fornicators^ nor adulterers^ nor thieves ^ 
nor covetous^ nor drunkards^ nor revilers^ nor 
extortioners^ nor they who are guilty of 
hatred^ or of variance^ or of emulations^ or 
of wrath^ or oiftrife^ or of fedition^ or of 
envying^ or of murder^ or of revelling^ fliall 
inherit the kingdom of God (I). Let no 
man deceive you with vain words ^ intimating ^ 
that you may perfift in any of thefe lins and 
befaved. Vainand deceitful words! Wretched 
the njan who is beguiled by them ! For be- 
caufe of thefe things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of difobedience, (^)' Whofo- 
ever obftinately perfeveres in the violation of 
any moral duty, remains under the curfe of 
the broken law. He pall not fee life : the- 
wrath of God abideth on him (n). If it is 
ivith fincerity that we profefs to be the fol- 
lowers of Chrift, let us take his example for 
our pattenn. Let us walk in the path which 
he has traced for us, if we would reach the 
kingdom to which he dire6led liis courfc. If 

(i) Matt. V, 19. (/) I Cor.v. 9, 10. Gal. jp— 21. ' 

(m) Eph, V. 6. Ool. lil 6. {n) GaL iii, 10, 

Johni ill. ^6, 

WC 
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wc hope to be made like him (o) in that wdi'ld 
of glory 5 let us feek to attain to fome faint 
refemblance of his moral perfeftions, while 
we are in the body. But in ftriving for the 
acquifition of Chriftian morality, let us pur- 
fae it in the Chriftian way. Let us re-* 
member that // is God who worketh in us both 
to iviJl and to do : that we are not fufficient of 
curfelves to thinks much lefs to do, any thing as 
ofourfehes^ but our fujiciency is Bf God : that 
it is the grace of Chriji which is^ and muft be, 
fufficient for us, the grace of the Holy Spirit^ 
the Spirit of Chriji, which our Lord beftowS. 
Do we ftand in need of warnings to admonifh 
us from time to time, that it is only through 
the grace of Chrift that genuine morality 
can be attained ? Let us turn our eyes to 
thofe men, who are attempting to attain 
it by their own ftrength. Behold them for a 
feafon apparently fuccefsfuL Witnefs theif 
fclf-complacency. Hear thek vauntings, and 
the vauntings of their admirers ! But with* 
draw not your attention from them- See 
them at once overcome by the paffion or the 
appetite, which they believed themfelves to 
have mattered. See them aftonifhed at their 
own defeat, and paffively declining any fu- 
ture conteft. Or behold them roufed by 

(o) I John, lil. 2, 

wounded 
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wounded pride, arid renewing ^^^itll vehe- 
mence their exertions for viftory. See them 
again confident of fuccefs; again foiled; ral- 
lying anew ; vanquifhed ftill more fhamefuUy . 
Give them the higheft praife to which, un- 
der the moft favourable circumftances, they 
are entitled j and what is its amount ? They 
ftruggle againft common temptations, and 
when brought to a more than ordinary trial, 
are overcome. Or they refift fms of fome 
particular clafs, fins perhaps to which they^ 
are by natural conftitutipn the leaft inclined; 
and indulge in other more attraftive gratifi- 
cations. Or they guard the outward,condu£V, 
with little of inward regulation of the tem- 
pers and difpofitions. Would you furvey 
morality that is enlarged, confiftent, humble, 

devout ? Look for it in him whofe fole de- 

* 

pendence is on the grace of his Redeemer. 
That man's morality will be humble; and 
no other morality is Chriftian. That man 
will feel, and will confefs how very far his 
moral attainments fall below the flandard 
of his duty ; how defe6live they are in them- 
felves ; how clofely accompanied by tranf- 
grelfions^and omiflions in eveiy branch of mo- 
ral obedience ; how unworthy of the 3ivine 
acceptance, but through the mediation pf a 

c Saviour 
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Saviour. Such be your feelings, your cor- 
dial confeffions ! And finally, let your obe- 
dience be rendered to Chrift. Be moral for 
his fake : be moral for the fpecial purpofe of 
pleafing God through him. If your mora^ 
lity be without that main purpofe, hope 
not for its acceptance. If you do your 
alms that you may have gldry of men, you 
may obtain that glory. And in that glory 
you have your rewards the reward your 
oftentation fought; the only reward which 
you fhall receive: you hjave no reward from 
your Father who is in heaven. If you are 
honeft for the fake of your worldly advance- 
ment, you may gain advancement ; and in 
that advancement you have the reward which 
you purfued, the only reward which integrity 
fuch as yours fhall pofTefs. If your leading 
motive for cultivating amiable tempers, and 
manifefting kindnefs in domeftic life, is that 
you may render your relatives and connec- 
tions attached to you, you may win their at- 
tachment ; and in that attachment you have 
your reward, you have the remuneration 
tvhich you defired, the only recompence 
which you will receive. Tou have no reward 
af your Father which is in heaven. How dif- 
ferent is the meed of the fervant of Chrift ! 

Nor 
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Not the flighteft a£t of felf-denial, not the 
loweft deed of juftice, not the gift of a cup 
of cold water ; not the humbleft manifefta- 
tion, in whatever form, of moral reftitude, 
for the fake of the Lprd ^Jefus^ (hall lofe its 
reward. 



c Z ' ^^^' 



[ io ] 



SERMON IL 

On the Evils refulting from False PrIn 

ciPLEs of Morality* 



Isaiah, viii. lo. 

7*0 tht Ihs^ and to the Tejiimony ! If they 
Jpcdk i9z: niccording to this Wordy it is becauje 
there is no Light in thetm 

TT happens almofE of neceffity, and under 
• feme points of view the circumftance 
muft be deemed a misfortune, that erroneous 
principles which prevail in morals lead, in 
\-arious inftances, to the fame conclufions 
which flow from principles that are found. 
The wifdom of God has fo clofely conne6led 
and boimd up the obfervance of moral duties 
with the welfare and the peac^ of fociety, 
that any principle which, in its immediate 
confcqucnccs, fhould be generally lubverfive 
of the rules of integrity, juftice, and kind- 

nefs; 
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jiefs ; nay, which fhould not apparently 

difplay a favourable countenance to fome 

branches of moral reftitude, would not 

attain extenfive and lafting influence in a 

country moderately enlightened. The true 

conclufions inferred from falfe principles 

will be intimately blended with imperfec-r 

tions and miftakes. The coin will be 

debafed by a large portion of alloy : but it 

will preferve a fufficient femblance of the 

precious nietal to become current among 

the carelefs, and to acquire ibiji? credit with 

all except accurate obfervers. In proportion 

as thefe conclufions are conliflent with any 

of the moral precepts of Scripture, they win 

the apparent fanftion of the word of God 

fpr the principle from which they are de** 

rived. Whenever they deviate from Xhp 

fcriptural rule, it is always on the fide' of 

relaxation. Hence again, the principle 

advances in the eftimation of the world. 

" Here," men exclaim, " is a fober and 

" rational criterion of moral condu6l. Here 

" is. morality, ufeful, but not puritanical; 

" correct, but not rigid : fccuring the inte- 

" refts of fociety, but not pufhing matters 

^^ to extremes : upholding the rule in ordi 

.^' nary cafes, but liberally conceding every 

^* peedful - exception ; and regarding with 

c 3 [[ due 
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** due lenity tlie erring agent who, under 
" the influence of temptation, adopts the 
*' exception when it might have been more 
" prudent to have obferved the rale." 

In an early part of the preceding difcourfc 
I had occafion briefly to allude to the three 
erroneous principles of morality, which, in 
the prefent day, are prevalent among our- 
fehxs, expediency, honoui', and cufl:om. 
Several of their effefts may deferve difl:in6l 
confideration. But fome few words muft: 
previoufly be affigiied to remarks on . the 
principles themfelves. 

Expediency, borrowed from the fl:orehou(e 
of fceptical philofophy, and placed, by its 
wifcft defenders, • as nearly as might be done, 
tm a Chriftian foundation, pronounces that 
an aftion is right or wrong accordingly as 
jt tends to promote or to diminifh general 
happinefs. Whatever is expedient is right. 
Every moral precept is fubje6l to exceptions. 
And of the expediency of regarding or difre- 
garding the precept every man is in every 
cafe to judge for himfelf. 

Honour, as a principle of action, refers 

^ the eftimation of the clafs of Ibciety in 

^giAi the individual moves, and particu- 

^2^ of the higher ranks, whofe opinions 

\t& wer be of the moft preponderating 

influence. 
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influence. Its concern refpefting mor^l 
adions is limited to fuch as are ufeful in 
fafhionable intercourfe: and is particularly 
beftpwed on thofe which have fomewhat of 
fplendor, commonly of falfe fplendor, w 
their exterior appearances. 

Cuftora is the general guide of thpfc, 
perfons who give little thought to thp 
inveftigation of principles, and tak? theif 
moral opinions upon truft from others. 

On the claim of each or of all of thefe 
standards of right and wrong tp det^rjaajiv: 
the judgement and direft the conduct:, it is 
fufficieut to fay, that no one of them is the 
fcriptural ftandard. They all depart fe^ffx 
the law and the tejiimony. T^hey fpe^h »9t 
according to this word : thei'efpr? thfrje is fio 
light in them. 

Let us noAy advert to their effects , > 

I. Onp efFe6l will \>t this : the morality 
produced will be uncertain and variable. 

What confiftency, what ftability, can be 
expected in the mx^rals, which are deduced 
from expediency ? Wife men, be it adnxitte^, 
fitting tranquil in their clofets, and cppify 
viewing life and its temptations at a diftangp, 
may logically derive from the principle pf 
expediency many moral rujes analogous to 

q 4. injunftipns 
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injun6tionsof Holy Writ. But when thefe 
wife men are brought forward into the 
tumult of bufmefs \ when they are not to 
fpeculate, but to feel ; when they are to 
decide, not for others, but for themfelves : 
. will they always retain their views of expe^ 
diency unaltered? Will they always prefer 
theu' former conclufions to their prefent 
impreflions ? And what will be the cafe 
with the multitude which is lefs wife ? 
Every man is diftinftly informed that, with 
refpedl to every moral precept, and on every 
occafion of applying it, he is to judge for 
himfelf whether expediency will be moft. 
promoted by obeying or by difregjarding it. 
Lofing fight, and he muft widely differ from 
the great mafs of the followers of expediency 
if he will not praftically lofe fight, of ulti^ 
mate tendencies to general happinefs in pre-, 
fent tendencies to his own private intereft or 
perfonal indulgence 5 judging under the im- 
mediate influence of wifhes or of feara y 
deciding in the very moment of temptation': 
is this the man whofe morality fhall be con- 
fiftent ? His accommodating principle of 
jpaorals will continually bend or be bent to 
iircumftances. What he defires will recom- 
* mend itfelf as expedient. What he diflikes 
will wear the ^peft of tendencies ultimately 

tinfavour- 
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unfavourable to general happinefs. His 
moral proceedings will refemble the wander- 
ings of a fhip without ballaft, driven by the 
mnd and tojfed. 

What fteadinefs is to be expe6led in morals 
which depend on human eftimation ? How 
changeable is po ular opinion, not merely on 
light occurrences of the day, but on political 
fubje6ls and other grave topics, to which 
much reflection had been devoted ! A kin- 
dred fluctuation will be manifefl:, and from 
hifl:ory and experience it is manifeft, in moral 
fentiments. Among perfons who look to 
human eftimation, to the tone of opinion 
prevalent in the higher circles, as a moral 
guide, there will be fafhions in morals.. At 
one time one moral virtue will advande a 
ftep in repute. Then it will lofe ground ; 
and another, favoured by the tide of circum- 
ftances, will take the lead. To thefe caufes 
of unfteadinefs in the morality built upon 
honour the following conlideration is to be 
fubjoined. This morality lives upon cha- 
racter. In proportion as it is withdrawn 
from public obfervation, it languilhes. In 
proportion as men, who a£t on the principle 
of honour, forefee a probability that their 
conduCl in ^ particular ioftance will not 
l)ecome known in thofe ranks of fociety, for 

whofe 
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whofe countenance they are folicitous, the 
hold which their principle has upon them 
is weakened. According to the viciflir 
tudes of fuch probabilities their moralitjf 
will vary. 

What foUdity can we anticipate in mora'^ 
lity refting upon cuftom? As httle as i» 
cijftom itfelf. In men whofe moral opir 
nions borrow their hue from the complexioa 
of thofe which prevail in the neighbourhood; 
confiftency in moral reafoning, when upon 
fpecial occafions they are roufed to a little 
reafoning on topics of this defcription, is 
not to be found. The fubjeft is new to 
them. It poffefles no attraftion in thek 
eyes. A more intelligent and more welcome 
guide is at hand. " I do not wifli to perplex 
" myfelf with metaphylics. I fhall indulge 
" no abfurd fcruples. I do not profefs to be 
" better than others. I am not afhamed of 
keeping to the road in which the x^ 
fpeftable people around me are walking." 
Such, when interpreted into words, are the 
thoughts of the followers of cuftom. How 
-can their morality, fuftained by no know-, 
ledge, invigorated by no habits of inveftiga- 
tion, wandering with the wanderings of the 
wcrowd, be other than inconftant and un?T 
4xrtain ? 

• . Froir^ 
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i rom a furvey of the variable morality 
j ;oduced by thefe falfe principles of moralsj 
thele blind guides leading the blind in per- 
petual aberrations, turn to the morality of 
the Scriptures. Behold it firm, confiftent^ 
immutable : not committing its precepts to 
the jurifHiftion of man, and invefting him 
with a difpenfmg power to fufpend or to 
abrogate them at his difcretion; but com- 
manding him univerfally to be faithful in 
obeying them, and to leave confequences 
with God : not fubjefting its mandates and 
prohibitions to the fanftion of human efti- 
mation, nor to the controul of human prac- 
tice ; but requiring the implicit obfervance of 
them all, as being all ftamped with the fame 
feal of authority which the Decalogue bears 
on its front-^ed Jpake all thefe words ! 

II. Another effefl of the erroneous prin- 
ciples under examination is, that the mora- 
lity produced is low in degree. 

How can elevated morality refult from 
expediency ? The moft powerful allurement 
which that principle pofleffes, is its accom*- 
modating nature. The favourite fervice on 
which it is employed is to loofeh the bands 
of rigid precepts j to obtain room for incli- 
nation to purfue its pu^pofe wi^out molef- 

tation 
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tation to confcicnce. Look to hiftory, an- 
cient and modern, and mark what is the de* 
fence alleged for any enormity at which you 
revolt. Is it not almoft in every cafe expe* 
diency ? Contemplate private life ; lay your 
finger on evil praftiets ; enquire what can 
be alleged in vindication of their continuance. 
In almoft every cafe the anfwer will be eiq)e** 
diency. It is expediency which is the regu- 
lar defence for every proceeding, for which 
no other defence can be devifed. Of what 
nature will be the morals, of which fiich a 
principle is the fource ? 

How can pure morality refiilt from^ the 
principle of honour? Honour looks not to 
God. To look to God is the charadkeriftic 
of confcience. Honour looks to men \ and 
to men circumfcribed within a particuhu: 
fphere. To the eftimation of men within ^ 
that fphere, it limits its moral views, and its 
moral conduft. To a man who moves with- 
in that fphere it pays an illegal gaming-debt : 
to a famifhed artifan, without the circum- 
ference, it permits the refufal of the due re- 
compenfe of labour. Moral qualities ufeful 
in^ fmoothing the intercouiie and mutual 
tranfaflions" of the inhabitants of that fphere, 
it approves in the abftraft; requires them to 
the degree in which they are thus ufefiil, } is 

5 loud 
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loud in its praifes of them when carried to 
that degree: beyond that degree concerns 
fiot itfelf with them. Immoralities not im- 
mediately afFefting that intercourfe it regards 
with indifference. Neither gluttony, nor 
drunkennefe, nor paflion, nor impurity, de- 
grades the appellation of a man of honour. 
Humility is branded as meannefs of fpirit ; 
placability as cowardice. Where the law of 
God proclaims, 7hou Jhall do no murder y 
honour conmiands the duel. With the folly 
which belongs to an unchriftiam principle, it 
prorwunces this fin a counterpoife to paft 
tranfgreflion. Have we not examined ample 
^)ecimens of the wretched morality of hon- 
our? 

Are we to expe6l high morality to be the 
offspring of cuftom ? What is cuftom ? The 
pra6lice of a corrupt world* On what is it 
founded ? On felfifhnefs : on felfifhnefs ftudy- 
ing to gratify the pride, or to indulge the 
fenfuaUty, or to pulh the intereft, of the mo- 
ment. What ar^ the natural confequences ? 
Deviations from the incommodious flriftnefs 
of general precepts j and the eflablifhment 
of maxims giving their fan^lion to relaxation 
in conduft. 

From the view of thc-debafed morality ori- 
ginating in falfe principles, direft your eyes 

again 
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again to the word of God. Behold the mo- 
rality which it teaches, worthy of Him, fuited 
to man ! Behold it manifefting itfelf by its 
holinefs to be a tranfcript of the holinefs of^ 
God ! Behold it as a branch of that godli^ 
nefsj which has the promise of the life that now 
isy as well as of that which is to come {a) : be-* 
hold it conducing to the happinefs of men, 
prefent no lefs than future : to their future 
happinefs, as one of the qualifications by 
which, under their Redeemer's grace, they ai'e 
to be made meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the faints in light {b)y to their prefent 
happinefs, as profcribing every paflion, every 
difpofition, every aftion, which diflurbs the 
harmony of the world, and enjoining univer- 
fal love between all the individuals of the 
human race. Behold it not partially confin- 
ing its benefits to fele6l claffes of focietyj 
but with outfpread arras fhowering them . 
down upon all. Behold it difplaying from 
age to age its hallowed truths, uncorrupt, 
unfuUied, as the fource from which it flows. 
Behold it exemplified in the f ulnefs of per- 
feftion, by ITim who is the corner-ftone of 
Chriftian morality ; by the incarnate Son of 
God ; even by Him who was God manifeji in 
thefejh. 

{a) I Tim. iv. 6. {I) Col. i. 12. 

HI. The 
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IIL The mifchief produced by falfe princi- 
ples of morality will be very extenfive. 

It is on moral difpofitions and moral con- 
du6l that thefe principles operate. And it is 
in the government of moral difpofitions, and 
in the exercife of them in moral actions, that 
much of the employment of life confifts. 
When is the hour of bufinefs, when is the 
hour of leifure, in which moral principle is 
not required to be in operation ? If that 
principle be falfe ; to what an extent is its 
influence felt ! If the fountain be poifoned 
the ftreams are corrupted ; and they are 
(beams whofe fubdivifions overfpread the 
country, and carry their waters to every cor- 
ner of the land. Confider alfo the native 
pronenefs of the mind of man to embrace 
principles, which render the indulgence of 
evil propenfities more eafy and more com- 
fortable, by reprefenting that indulgence as 
harmlefs or venial. Every falfe fyftem of 
morals is a fyftem of convenience ; a fyftem 
narrowing the range, flackening the reftraints, 
fubftra^ling from the amount, enfeebling the 
energy, of moral obligation. Place fuch a 
fyftem before men ; and what numbers will 
haftoi to adopt it ! Weigh the evidence of 
fafts. How numerous are the pupils of ex- 
pediency ! How full the ranks of the vota- 

2 ries 
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'ries of honour ! What crowds are enflaVcd 
to cuftom ! With what pertinacity do thefc 
multitudes cling to the principles which they 
have chofen ; principles, the commodioufheli 
of which they have fo frequently proved! 
Another confideration of prime importance 
is yet to be ftated. While truth difclaims 
all alliance, all connexion, with falfehood ^ 
errors confederate and co-operate with errors. 
The unwarranted principles of morality, 
which have been difcuffed, amicably unite 
each with the other ; and frequently occupy 
the fame bofom in double or in triple part-' 
nerfhip. The individuals, whofe morality 
falls under this defcription, appear far to ex- 
ceed in number the exclulive adherents of any 
one falfe principle. As each of the princi- 
ples in queftion poffeffes. its own attractions ; 
as in the mixed intercourfe of the world, each 
is daily prefenting itfelf to the followers of 
another, and recommending its maxims by 
the aid of example; it naturally enfues that 
the majority of the perfons Nvho are not reli- 
gioufly watchful to be ftedfaft in the pure 
morality of the Gofpel, fall under the in- 
fluence of all the three. In the minds of 
filch men, moral perceptions are commonly 
indiflinft and confufed. The flender cata-> 
logue of their conclufions is drawn from dif- 
ferent 
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fcrent iburccs; In part it confifts of a few of 
the planer moral precepts of Scripture. For 
Ibme other rules, if rules they ai*e to be called, 
it ftands indebted to cuftom; Thefe are fol- 
lowed by maxims. of expediency. And the 
whole is completed by fcraps borrowed from 
tlie laws of honour. This lafl- principle, be 
it the moft or the leaft influential on their 
praftice, is ufually named by them with par- 
ticular refpeft, and with fpecial tokens of felf^ 
complacency. Each individual is iecretly 
flattered by the hope, that to profefs the 
adoption of a rule of conduct, high in efli- 
mation among the upper clafles of fociety, 
may remind or perfuade others that he be- 
longs to that divifion of fociety; or at leaft 
that its Opinions are familiar to him, and 
congenial with his own* 

If from any one of the falfe principles, 
which have been brought under review, mo- 
ral errors, fo numerous and fo pernicious* 
are cohftantly originating; what muft be the 
mafs of error produced by the detaclied 
operations of the three, and by the allied ex- 
ertions^ of all ! 

, The clofe contemplation of^ danger endears 
the path of fafety. We turn with augment- 
ed gratitude to that antidote to falfe morality^ 
that perfeft ftandard of moral excellence, thp 

i) word 
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word of God. While the world ia Icarmng. 
delufion from its own imaginations; from 
that word let the Chriftian learn .wifdom. 
To the law and to the tejiinwny I Be not ye 
deluded by any maxims^ by whatcvtr autho- 
rity they may be upheld, by whatever num- 
bers they may be adopted, which are after the 
rudiments of the worlds and not after Cbriji. 
Bewilder not yourfelf in ± vain fearch after 
rules of moi'al duty, amidft calculations of 
endlefs confequences^ inrnniediatc, collateral, 
arid remote, Forfake noA, the plain path of^ 
Scripture, to wander through inextricable 
mazes. Grope not in darknefs, when the 
light fhines before you. Labour not by fpe- 
culations concerning expediency, to difcovcr 
that which is right : know, that whatever is 
commanded is expedient. Coimt not that 
conduct to be neceflarily moral, which i^ 
deemed honourable among men. That which 
is highly ejieemed among men^ is abomination inf 
the fight of God (c). Difclaim the technical 
terms of falfe morality. Let yoiir language 
refpefting any moral or immoral proceeding 
be fuch as unequivocally to prove that your 
reference is not to honour, but to confcience, 
not to the traditions of men, but to the law 
of the Moll High. Follow not a multitude to dt^ 

evil 
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t^nl (d). It is not cuftbm, but Scripture, 
that defines iniquity. Wo unto tbent that call 
m/ go^d (e) I Be not partakers of their 
fins. Refledl that the corrupting influence 
of falfc jirinc^les in morals does not ter* 
minate in moraUty. Relaxed opinions^ as 
to the duties to be difcharged towards your 
heigh bour, and as to the government to be 
exercifed over your appetites and paffioh?^ arfe 
relaxed ideas of duty to God, who has com** 
manded you to love your neighbour as your-* 
felf, and to keep under your body, and bring 
it into fubjeftion; ahd neceflarily conduce 
to i-elaxed ideas on the fubje6l of piety* If 
you remit your exertions to glorify God 
by keeping his moral Commandments, youi' 
love for him is abated, your adoration of him 
is lefs reverential, your gratitxide is lefe ani* 
mated, your fupplication is lefs fervent* if 
religion be weakened in oiie pointy it ia 
weakened in all points, it is endangered 
m all* 

If then you are anxious, in difcharging the 
duties of morality, faithfully to follow the 
divine commandments, and to tread in the 
fteps of your Lord ; fearch the Scriptures* By 
them fhall every moral deed be tried at laft : 
by them let it be direfted now. And, let not 

D 2 the 



36 On the Evils refultingfrMi 

the criterion f>y which you juclge be fludi- 
eufly kept in the back-ground. Shall fflen 
of the world have their falie principles con- 
ftantly ready on their lips 3 and (hall you be 
afhamed modeftly to avow youft ? Hold forth 
the word of life (f)^ by adding upon it, by 
afting confefledly upon it. The world will 
look to your morality, rather than to your 
piety. In that branch then of your reli- 
gion, on which even irreligious men will oc- 
cafionally fix their eyes, ,be diligent to adorn 
the doSirine of God your Saviour (g). Let it 
be iwanifeft, that the grace of God which bring-- 
ethfalvation ha^ taught you to deny ungodlinefs 
and worldly lujls^ and to live foherly^ right eoufiy^ 
and godly ^ in this prefent world (h). Let the 
fuperiority of your condu6t evince the fup6- 
riority of your principle. As the confcien- 
tious integrity, the felf-denying labours, the 
enlarged kirtdnefs, the indefatigable charity, 
of the early Chriftians, excited the aftonifh- 
ment and dxew forth the reluftant euloF- 
giums of the Pagans : let the light of your 
Chriftian morality fo (hine before the fol- 
lowei-s of erroneous maxims of conduA, that 
it may lead them to glorify your Father who 
is in heaven by a ftrift adherence to the mo- 
ral rules r^ordcd in his holy word. Let it 

(/} Ekill^. M. 16. (^) Tit. i>. zc» {y\ Ib.« ii, la. 
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ml (d). It is not cuftom, but Scripture, 
that defines iniquity, JVo unto them that call 
evil goifd (e) I fie not partakers of their 
fins. Refledl that the corrupting influence 
of falfc i>rincl^les in morals does not ter-^ 
minate in morality. Relaxed opinions, as 
to the duties to be difcharged towards your 
heigh bour, and as to the government to ht 
exercifed over your appetites and paffiohs, are 
relaxed ideas of duty to God, who has com-* 
manded you to love your neighbour as your- 
felf, and to keep under your body, and bring 
it into fubjeftion; and neceflarily conduce 
to relaxed ideas on the fubjeft of piety. If 
you remit your exertions to glorify God 
by keeping his moral conunandm^nts, youi' 
love for him is abated, your adoration of him 
is lefs reverential, your gratitxide is kfs ani* 
mated, your fupplication is lefs fervent* li 
religion be weakened in one point, it ia 
weakened in all points, it isi endangered 
m all* 

If then you are anxious, in difcharging the 
duties of morality, faithfully to follow the 
divine conutiandments, and to tread in the 
fteps of your Lord ^ fearch the Scriptures* By 
them fhall every moral deed be tried at laft : 
by them let it be directed now. And, let not 
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SERMON III, 

On the Chan^^es produced by the CoMiNa 
. of Christ,, on the Situation pf-MEi^, a? 
to the Divine Law. 



Matthew, v. 17, i8. 
Think not that I am come to defirey the Law or 

m » 

the Prophets : I am not come to defiroy^ but t^ 
fulfiU For, verily I fay unto you, till Heaven 
and Earth pafs, one Jot or one I'ittlejhall in no 
wife pafsfrqm the Laijp, till (ill be fulfilled. 

TN examming the word pf God, that we 
may learn thofe things which are eflbntial 
to falvation, there are two rules which it be- 
hoves us punctually to obferve. The firft 
rule is, to compare things fpirit^al with fpiri- 
ttiahy that is to fay, not to be fatisfied with 
confidpring fome one pafTage relating to the 
particular fubje6t upon which we are defirous 
of information 5 but to confult the various 
parts of Scripture, which tr^at of that fub- 
je6l ; to bring together in one view the in- 
ftryftic)]:; which the cfiiferent infpired writers • 
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fiirnifh concerning it; to interpret that pofi- 
tion which may be concife or fomewhat obfcure 
in one, by the larger and clearer explanations 
of another; and thus to avail ourfelves of the 
light which God has been pieafcd to, throw, 
in tlie Old Teftament and in the New, on the 
objeft of our inquiries. The fecond rule 
is ; to apply the declarations of Scripture to 
thofe points only, to which Scripture autho- 
rifes us to apply them j and confequently to 
beware of ralhly transferring that decilion, 
which the word of G6d pronounces concern- 
ing, one branch of a fubjedt, to fome other 
branch of the fame fubjeft. It may proba- 
Wy have been for the purpofe, among other 
reafons, of exciting us to, a continual and di- 
ligent fearch of the fecred writings, and of 
thus making us thoroughly acquainted with 
them, that the wifdora of God has thought 
fit to difperfe throughout many parts of the 
Bible phages, relating to the fame dottrine, 
or to the fame duty, inftead of coUefting 
them into one chapter or one book. The 
two rules, however, which have been recom- 
mended are evidently founded on folid reafon; 
and are in fa6t of univerfal application and 
neceflity. Take the writings of any unin* 
fpired author, ancient or modern, for an ex- 
ample. Whatever may be the fubjeft on 
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which he treats, is it likely that you will gain 
accurate knowledge of his fentiments, if you 
content yourfelf with paying regard to fome- 
one paflage only in which he mentions the ful>* 
je(5l ? May it not eafily happen that this paflage, 
taken by itfelf, may lead you into error re^ 
fpcfting his opinions and his meaning ? If 
you would thoroughly underftand him, if 
you would qualify yourfelf to turn to practi- 
cal advantage the information which his 
book contains, concerning any topic on which 
it profefTes to convey knowledge ^ muft not^ 
you ftudy and compare the obfervations 
upon that topic, which he delivers in different 
parts of his work ? And muft not you alio 
be veiy careful not to mifapply the direc- 
tions which he gives, by transferring them to . 
fome other branch of the fubjeft to which he - 
did not mean to apply them, and to which 
they do not belong ? Take an additional ex- 
ample from eonverfation. Suppofe a perfon 
to have held a long difcourfe with you on 
fome interefting concern 5 and to have made 
known to you his opinion refpefting it, by 
remarks difperfed through various parts of 
that difcourfe, Suppofe that, by way of com- 
municating his opirfion to fome of your 
friends, you were to tell them one or two 
detached fent^^nces pr proportions whicl\ he 
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had uttered ; and were then to leave your 
hearers to form their conjefhires as to his 
meaning, without knowing any thing which he 
had Hated before, or any thing which he add- 
ed afterwards ? Is it not probable that you 
would lead them into grofs miftakes, as to 
his real fentiments ? Or if you were unwarily 
to reprefent fomething, which he affirmed 
or denied on one part of the queftion, as hav- 
ing been intended by him to relate to another 
part; fhould not you caufe them to form 
very wrong conclufions? Of what confe- 
quence then muft it be, in feeking infoima- 
tion from, the word of God, fcrupuloufly to 
follow thefe tw^o rules which have been ex-. 
plained: firft, to coUeft and compare the 
whole which the Scriptures contain refpec- 
ing the fubjeft of your enquiry 5 and fe- 
condly, not to transfer any judgement which 
the Scriptures pronounce concerning one 
branch of the fubjeft, to other branches to , 
which it does not pertain. 

The neceffity of bearing thefe rules in 
mind, and of faithfully applying them, is the 
more urgent, in proportion to the importance 
of the fubje£l concerning which you are de- 
iirons of obtaining knowledge ; and to the 
difcordance or incongruity which may appear 
t9 Aibiift between expreffions relating to that 

Tubje(a 
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fubjecl in different parts of the Bible. Per- 
haps then there is fcarcely any topic, with 
regard . to which the neceffity of obferving 
thefe rules is more manifeft than that, to 
which it is now propofed to direft our 
thoughts ; namely, the nature of the obliga- 
tions under which Chriftians are placed, with 
relpecl to the entire law of God, as delivered 
in the Old and the New Teftaments. The 
fubjeft, it will be confeffed, is of main impor- 
tance. For to aft conformably to the obli- 
gation in queftion, whatever that obligation 
may be, muft be of effential influence as 
to our falvation. And it muft alfo be ad- 
mitted, that it is very poffible to fele6l, from 
different parts of the Scriptures, expreffions 
concerning the law, which when feparated 
from the context, and brought together and 
placed fide by fide without explanation, may 
cafily feem to be difcordant, if not irrecon- 
cilable. Thus in fome paffages we read, that 
Chriji has abolijhedy in his jicp the law of 
ammandments contained in ordinances-^^th^t he 
tas redeemed us from the curfe of the law— th^t 
we are to bejujiified by faith ^ without the deeds 
if the laW'-^that the law is not made for a righ^ 
teous man — ^that now we are delivered from the 
laWy that being dead wherein we were held — that 
we are alfo become dead to the law by the body^ 

JO* of 
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pfCbriJi — "that we are not under the law^ but 
tmder grace (a). Yet at other times we hear 
the apoftles declaring, that the law is boly^ 
mdjuft^ and good — and that without holinefs^ 
in other words without obedience to tlie law, 
no manjhallfee the Lord-^^th^tjin is the tranf^ 
grefion of the law — that to /peak evil one ofan-^ 
other ^ is to /peak evil of the law, and to judge 
the law — and that he who preliimes to judge 
the law J is not a doer of the Z^^— ^that whofoever 
Jhall keep the whole law^ and yet offend in one 
point ^ is guilty of all (b) , We hear the great 
apoftle of the Gentiles eagerly vindicating 
himfelf from the imputatioji of fubverting 
the law: I^o we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid! Tea^ we ejiablijh 
the law (c). We hear the decilive words of 
our Lord : think not that I am come to defiroy 
the law or the prophets (the prophets appear, 
from the following verfe, to be mentioned in 
this place, not {6 much 6n account of their 
having foretold future events, as of their hav- 
ing confirmed and illuftrated the law) ; think 
not that I am come*to dejiroy the law or the pro-- 
fheis : I am not come to dejiroy^ hut to fulfil. 

fj) Ephef. ji. ly. Gal. ifi. 13. Rom. iii. 28. Gal. 11. 16. 

Si. II. 1 Tim. 1. 9. Rom vii 4, 6. vi. 14. 

(J) Rom. vii. II, Hcb. xil. 14. i John, iii, 4. James, 

if. 10. ir. |?f' (c) Rom.iii.:3i. 

For 
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For verily I fay unto you^ till heaven and earth 
fafs^ one jot and one tittle Jhall in no wife pafs 
from the law till all be fulfilled. It is mainly 
owing to the neg^ft of applying to this fub- 
je6t the two iniles which have been ftated, that 
fome perfons fall into extravagant delufions^ 
and others are involved in doubt and per- 
plexity. 

The law of Ggd, as fet before us in his holy 
word, confifts of two parts ; the Ceremonial 
Law, and the Moral Law, Let us endeavour, 
under the bleffing of God, diftinftly to un- 
derftand our fituation refpefting each. 

I. The Ceremonial Law confifted of thofe 
outward ordinances refpe6ting the^ fervice of 
the tabernacle, the wide variety of offerings 
and facrifices, the diftinflion of animals into 
clean and unclean, the forms to be obferved 
for tlie attainment of legal purification, and 
many other rites of the. fame nature, which 
the Almighty enjoined to the Jews by MpfeSt 
One of the objefts of this law was, to keep 
the Jews apart from the corrupting fociety of 
the heathen. But its grand purpofe was, to 
diredl the thoughts of the worfhippers to the 
promifed Redeemer, Its typical facrifices, 
the blood of bulls and of goats, which could 
never take away fin, pointed to the effedhial 

atonement 
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atanement which he Was to make, by the fa- 
crifice of himfelf upon the crofs. Its figu- 
rative purifications, which could never cleanfe 
the inward man, were emblems of that re- 
newal of the heart, wmch was to be wrought 
by his Spirit. Its fhadowy ceremonies and 
emblematical obfeiTances were continually 
repielenting beforehand, fbmetimcs one part, 
fometimes another, of his* office, and of the 
benefits to be conveyed through him. The 
Ceremonial Law then was evidently limited 
as to its extent, and temporary in its nature : 
not intended to he binding on aiiy nation, 
except the Jews ; for to them only was it 
delivered, and at Jerufalem only were many 
of • its appointments to be celebrated : not 
defigned to be of perpetual duration ; for it 
was meant to prepare the way for a new dif- 
penfation, and confequently, when that new 
dilpenfation fhould be eftablifhed, was to 
ceafe. It was a fcafFolding eminently ufeful 
in the ereftion of the building ; but when the 
ftrufture Ihould be completed, to be taken 
down. It was a fchoolmafter to bring the 
Jews, and through their means otlicr na-, 
tions, to Chrift ; but, whai it had anlwered 
that purpofe, to be difmifled. Hence, our 
Lord, after his afcenfion, pronounced by the 
mouth of his apoftles the Ceremonial Law 
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aboliflied : pronounced not only that it wasl 
not entitled to authority over the Gentile 
Chriftians, but that it was no longer, in any 
refpeft, obligatory, even on the Jevsrs. Hence, 
we hear St. Paul loudly exhorting his con^ 
verts, not to fubmit to any Judaizing teacher^ 
who fhould feek to impofe its yoke upon 
them, but to ftand faft in the liberty with 
which Chrift had • made them free : not to 
regard its new moons, or its other feafons of 
ceremonial convocation : not to imagine 
themfelves bound to obferve its Sabbath, of 
the laft day of the week, inftead of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath of the firft : not to allow others 
to judge them with refpe6l to its abrogated 
ordinances, touch not^ tajle not ^handle not : not 
to confider animals as ftill diftinguifhed into 
clean and unclean ; but without fcruple to eat 
the flefti of any animal fit for food, being af* 
fured that it is fanftified by divine authority, 
to the ufe of man, when it is received with 
thankfgiving to God. And hence, not to en- 
large farther on this fubjeft, we hear him con- 
gratulating Chriftians univerfally, that the 
Lord Jfefus had for ever relieved them from 
all its burthenfome inftitutions : that he had 
blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances that 
"mas againji us, which was contrary to us, and had 
taken it out of the way^ nailing it to his crofs % 

and 
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and there publicly expofing it as an obfolete 
ftatute, as a cancelled bond. But though our 
Redeemer thus abolifhed the Ceremonial 
Law, he did not come to deftroy it. He on- 
ly permitted it to die, as by a natural death, 
at its appointed time. He did not allow it to 
come to its end, until he had fulfilled it. 
He came to fulfil it. And fooner Ihould 
heaven and earth have paffed away, than he 
would have fufiered one jot, or one tittle, in 
any wife to pafs from the Ceremonial Lav\^, 
till all were fulfilled. All its fliadows he re- 
alifed. . All its types he exactly anfwercd. 
All its prophetical allufions he precifely and 
pcrfe6t!y accomplifhed. When he cried out, 
juft as he was refigning his breath, // isfin-' 
ijhed^j he referred to his having efFefted, 
among other objefts of his manifeftation in 
the flefh, the fulfilment of the Ceremonial 
Law. Being thus fulfilled, having po longer 
any purpofe to accomplifli or to promote ; 
having its place fupplied to Chriftians by the 
two facrdments, which he, who had fulfilled 
it, had ordained in its ftead ; it came to an 
end. In the moment when the Son of God 
gave up the ghoft, it expired. 

IL The Moral Law, which we are now to 
coniider^ is a law imder which vv^, no Icfe 
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than the Jews, are placed as fubjefts of tite 
moral government of God. This law does! 
not employ itfelf in prefcribing outward ob* 
fervances; but demands, under numerous 
precepts, univerfal holinefs of heart and life- 
Did our Lord, who came to fulfil the Cere-* 
monial Law, come to deftroy the Moral Lawl 
He came to fulfil it in every particular; ta 
fatisfy, in the largeft extent, every one of its 
demands. Did it require finlefs obedience I 
The Son of God in human nature obeyed it, 
in all points, unto perfe6lion. In all points, 
tempted as we are, he was without Jin. Did 
it require that the fpirituality of its nature, 
the vaftncfs of its claims, the univerfalityof its 
jurifdi6lion, circumftances which were grofsly 
mifunderftood, or fhamefully difregarded, 
fhould be publicly difplayed and recognifed ? 
The Son of God, as man, acknowledged, pro-» 
claimed, and eftabliflied them. In his fei-. 
mon from the Mount, and in every other 
part of his inftru6lions, he fhewed that not 
only every outward a6tion, but that every 
defire, every thought of the heart, muft, in 
every particular, be fubjcdt and conformed to 
the Moral Law. Did it require to be mag- 
nified before men and angels, by fome me- 
morable proof, that for the breach of any one 
of its injunftions, complete fatisfaflion mulb 

be 
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be made, before pardon could be extended to 
the tranlgreflbr ? In the prefence of men 
and angels the Son of God, as man, glorified 
it by giving up himfelf on Calvary> a fpec- 
tacle to the whole creation, an 'atoning facri- 
fice for the fins of the whole world. It was to 
honour, to exalt, and to fanftion the Moral* 
Law in all its bearings, in all its demands, 
that Jefus Chrift though^ by nature, in the form 
of God J and thinking it not robbery to be equal 
with God \ yet made himfelf of no reputation^ 
and toek upon himfelf the form of afer^vant^ and 
was made in the likenefs of men -y and being found 
infajhion as a man^ humbled himfelf and became 
obedient into deaths even the death of the crofs. 

Has there then been no change wrought 
by our bleflTed , Lord in our fituation, 
with refpefb to the Moral Law ? Un- 
doubtedly there has ; and a change of inex- 
preflfible importance. Chrift hais delivered 
\x^ from the curfe^ from the condemning power 
of the law. He has purchafed for us thofe 
bieffings which the law did not provide; 
which the law from its very nature could ijot 
provide; but for which it was intended, no 
lefs than the Ceremonial Law, to be a^fchool- 
mafter to bring us to Him ; pardon and re- 
conciliation with God. A law knows no- 
thing of forgivenefs. How is it poflible that 

E a law 
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a law fhould forgive ? If a human law were 
to hold out pardon to thpfe who fhould break 
it; would it be obeyed ? If a ftatute, made by 
our own Legillature, conmianding certain 
duties to be pL*rformed, were to provide that 
perfons who fhould difobey the command 
fhould not incur any penalty; would it be 
regarded ? How is a law to conflrain obe- 
dience, but by inflifting punifhment on all 
who break it ? How is a finful creature to be 
awed into obedience to a law, but by the* con- 
fcioufnefs that, if he difobeys it, he fhall be 
punifhed ? If forgivenefs is fought, it muft 
be fought from the free mercy of the law- 
giver. In the law it is never 'to be found. 
The divine law, tlierefore, while it promifes 
reward to thofe who fhould obey it in every 
point, proclaiming, the man who doeth tbefe 
things jhall live by them (d) ; fubjefls to the 
penalty of eternal death, every perfon, who, 
in a fmgle particular, fhould tranfgrefs. 
Curfed is the man who continueth not in alf 
things^ even in ail things, which are written in 
the book of the law to do them (e). To this 
penalty each oi us has become obnbxious by 
numberlefs tranfgreflions. The law knows 
not forgivenefs. Even by a fmgle tranfgref- 
fion, falvation,. fo far as the law is concerned^ 

{d) Rom. X. Ji Gal. ill* 12. {#) Gal. in. la. 

is 
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is irrecoverably forfeited and loft* What 
hope of heaven could we retain, after our ac- 
cumulated offences ? It is here that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift of his free mercy interpofes. 
Voluntarily undertaking, to fatisfy the de- 
mands of the law upon us ; bearing in his 
own body the punifhment of our iniquities y 
he difarms the law of its condemning power > 
he fets us free from its grafp 3 he gives us re- 
pentance, and makes it availing ; he faves us 
by his own merits ; he makes us partakers of 
the recompenfe earned by his own righteouf- 
nefs. 

But though our Lord has thus taken 
away the condemning power of the Moral 
Lawj has thus redeemed us from its curfe, by 
becoming a curfe, by fubitiitting to an accurf- 
cd death on the crofs for us : has he deprived 
the law of its authority, has he leflened its 
jurifdi6lion, as a rule of life ? God forbid ! 
Moft ignorant is that man of the purpofe of 
his Redeemer's death, of the divine plan of 
redemption, who imagines that he is in any 
relpeft, or in the flighteft degree, fet loofe 
from the obligation of obedience to the 
Moral I^aw. The exhortations delivered 
in the New Teftament teaching us, that 
we muft labour to be holy, as God is holy, 
perfe6i: as he is perfeft; the folemn warnings, 
that to perfift in any one known fin is to fet 
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the whole law at defiance, and will affuredl^ 
exclude us from the kingdom of God ; al! 
the difcourfes of our Saviour, and all the 
writings of his apollles, univerfally concur in 
proclaiming, that if there is no condemnation 
to the?n that are in Chriji yefus^ it is to them 
who walk not after thefefi, but after the Spi^ 
^^^ (f) • To them all paft fms are forgiven; 
For their daily infirmities, for their unal- 
lowed tranfgreflions, for their fins of furprife, 
for the corruptions over which they mourn, 
and againfi: which they maintain an habitual 
conflift, the ' merits of their Redeemer fhalf 
atone. But are there perfons who call them- 
felves Chriftians, and yet will not receive the 
law as an univerfal rule of life ? Towards 
them its condemning power is iindiniinifhed* 
On them the wrath of God abideth. Againfl: 
them juftice fiiall take its courfe. To thofe 
who continue in fin Chrift will be no Saviour. 
Their penalty he difcharges not. The law 
fiiall exa6l it to the uttermofl: in that everlafl:- 
ing prilbn, v/here there is weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnafliing of teeth. 

We are now, I truft, prepared to under- 
ftand the meaning, and to perceive the com- 
plete confiftency, of the various paflTages in 
Scripture, which fpeak of the nature of our 
obligation to the law. The paflfages which 

(/) Rom. vlii. I. 
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reprefent the law as abolifhed, or as in fome 
meafure deprived of its jurifdi6lion, relate 
either to the Ceremonial Law delivered to 
the Jews ; or to the condemning pov/er of the 
Moral Law with refpeft to true believers in 
Chrifl: Jefus, to Chriftians whofe faith ha- 
bitually and perfeveringly proves itfelf by ho- 
linefs and good works^ All the numerous 
paffages, which defcribe the Jaw as entitled 
to reign over us, relate to its unimpaired and 
fovereign authority over eveiy man as a rule 
of life ; and pronounce beyond the pdffibility 
of difpute that, if we would enter into life, 
we muft keep the commandments ; that -we 
muft love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, and with all our mind, and with all 
our foul, and with all our ftrength, and our 
neighbour as ourfelf ; and exercife ourfelvcs 
with unwearied diligence and earneftnefs to 
walk in all the commandments and ordi- 
jiances of the Lord blamelefs. 

Make it then, my brethren, your frecjuent 
prayer that God would difpole and enable 
you to feel warm and increafmg gratitude for 
the inconceivable mercy of Chrift, in freely 
becoming man and dying on the crofs, that he 
might in your ftead, and for your falvation, 
bear the curfe, and fatisfy the penalty of the 
^aw. Coinpared with this deed of kindnefs, 
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with this inexprcflible benefit ; what arc all 
the kindneffes which can be (liewn by men, 
what are all the benefits which you can re- 
ceive from men ? If it is right that you 
fhould love your fellow creatures who love 
you : if it is right that you fhould be grate- 
ful to thofe who have conferred valuable fa- 
vours upon you : how ought you to love th^ 
Son of God 3 what gratitude ought you to 
cherifh towards Him, who died that yoii 
might be refcued froin the wrath to come, and 
live for ever in glory ! Beware of being be- 
guiled into the fatal perfuafion, that you may 
continue in fin that grace may abound. 
When Chrift has died to purify unto himfelf 
a peculiar people zealous of good works, is 
that man a Chriftian who pretends that, be- 
caufe Chrift has paid the penalty of fin, he 
may fafely indulge in fin, at leaft in fome one 
fin; who turns the grace of our Saviour into, 
a plea for wprking iniquity, for allowing 
himfelf in difobedience ? The wrath of God 
is ftill revealed from heaven ^g^infi all ungod^ 
linefs and unrighteoufnefs of men. Our God 
fliall hereafter be revealed inflaming fire^ to 
take vengeance on thofe who know not God^ and 
obey not his Gofpel ; on thofe who obey not 
that Moral Law, which a believer in Chrift 
is, if it be poffibk, under ftronger obligations 
^^ ' than 
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than any peiTon in former giges ever was 
feithfully to obey, becaufe in addition to 
eveiy motive to obedience, v/liich couid reft 
on perfons who lived before the birth of bur 
Saviour, the Ghriftian is bound by the ties re- 
fulting from the clearer views with v/hich he 
is blefled of the nature and authority of the 
Moral Law, and by the obligations of love 
and gratitude for the redeeming mercies of 
his Lord, Seeing himfelf bought with a price, 
the price of Chrift's blood; he is above all 
men bound to glorify God in holy obedience 
vrith his body and \iisfptrit which are. Gods, 

Laftly : be not qnfnared to turn the grace 
of God into licentioufnefs by the language 
which is conftantly meeting our ears, that 
our Saviour has mitigated the demands of 
the Moral Law, and will be fatisfied with 
fincere though imperfe6l obedience, Un-r 
doubtedly our obedience muft be fmcere ; and 
undoubtedly after our moll faithful endea^- 
vours under divine grace, it will be grievoufly 
}mperfe6t. In one fenfe, therefore, it is true, 
that Ibe who obeys fincerely will be faved, 
though his obedience be imperfefl. The 
language, however, which has been quoted, 
is fometimes defigned, and is always likely to 
jjring men to conclude, that they need not to 
flxive to be holy in all points ; but may feel 
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themfelves fafe through Chrift, if they take 
care to lead, on the whole, refpedlable lives, 
fiut if a man knowingly perfifts in any one 
finful habit, is his obedience fmcere? Or 
has Chrift mitigated the demands of the 
Moral Law? Has not he difclofed its ex- 
tent, explained its purity, and enforced its 
authority, beyond all former ideas of men ? 
If God demands the whole heart, is there 
any corner of itf which may be referved for 
fm ? If, whatever we do, we are to do all 
to the glory of God, that God may in all 
things be glorified through Jefus Chrift ; is 
there any breach of his law in which we may 
indulge ? My brethren, be not deceived. If 
you are accuftomed to fpeak of being faved 
by fmcere, though imperfeft, obedience 3 ex^ 
amine yourfelves whether you are not either 
trufting to be faved in part by the fuppofed 
merits of obedience, even of this imperfe6l 
obedience, or ufmg fuch language as a plea 
for the continuance of fome unchriftian pracr- 
tice, and the habitual negleft of fome known 
duty. Look entirely to the crofs of Chrift 
for atonement and acceptance. Renounce, 
refift, every known fin, if you hope to find 
him a Saviour. 
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SERMON. IV. 

Justification not attainable by Acts of 

Morality, 
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Therefore we conclude that a man is jujlified bj 
Faith without the Deeds of the Law. 

TN the minds of a very large proportion of 
the world a much higher degree of refpeft 
for morality prevails than for piety. Num- 
bers who hold the difpofitions in which piety 
confiftSj and the proceedings by which thofe 
difpofitions are manifefted, in low eftima- 
tion, and perfonally are negligent of both, 
will be loud in the praifes of moral virtue ; 
and to a certain extent, and in ordinary cir- 
cumftances, are praftically obfervant of va- 
rious moral rules. Others, by whom the 
duties of piety are more juftly appreciated, 
and are outwardly difcharged with decent 
punftuality, difcover by their common dif- 

courfe 
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tourfe that morality poffeffes, in their eyes, 
fuperior dignity and more winning attrac- 
tions. The caufes of this general partiality 
are not difficult to be traced. It is not 
merely nor principally that piety inay' be 
counterfeited by the hypocrite, while mora- 
lity fhews itfelf by its fruits. Morality may 
be counterfeit and hypocritical no lefs than 
piety. And piety, no lefs than morality, has 
her fruits to Ihew : and, if juftice be renr- 
dered to her claims, will vindicate as exclu- 
lively her own produ6tions, the very fruits 
with which morality is adorned. The main 
fource of the preference is this : Men ima-^ 
gine their pwn intercfts to be more immc^ 
diately involved in tlie general obfervanc* of 
morality than of piety • The duties of piety 
are confidered as articles in a private account 
between the individual and his God : an ac-s 
cpunt in which the world does not fuppofe. 
itfelf fpecifically interefted, and in the ftate 
pf which it confequently takes little concern. 
But on the influence of the moral rules of 
juftice, fincerity, veracity, on the difcharge 
of relative duties, on the exercife of libera- 
lity and kindnefs, on the bbfervance, at leaft 
on the partial obfervance, of fome of the 
precepts of temperance and purity, the world 
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perceives that in domeftic life, in public 

tranfaftions, in every matter of private bufi- 

nefs, its fecurity and it? comfort are depen-r 

dent. Hence it is that morality is elevated 

to pre-eminence. Hence alfo it is that an 

unfound morality, a morality refting on 

felfifh motives, a morality not referring to 

God, is allowed to u|urp the honours due 

to Chriftian morals, and to them only. 

Deriving from the felfifh motives on which 

it refts, inducements fufRcient to keep itfelf 

tolerably correft in cuftomary cafes open to 

infpe6lion; it paffes current with a world 

which looks to prefent efFe6ts, troubles not 

itfelf to inyeftigate motives, nor reflefts that 

in morality not founded on the genuine 

pomer-ftone there will ultimately prove to 

be neither confiftency nor ftrength. 

AftioDs which, independently of confide- 
rations of religious duty, recommend them^ 
felves to men by tried and conftant utility, 
fpeedily affunie a chara6ler of merit. We 
begin Xo value our felves upon the perform- 
ance of them. We proceed to infer that 
they muft appear to God, who has com- 
jnanded the performance of them^ in the 
colours in which they appear 16 others and 
to ourfelves; and that, being pronounced 
jneritori^us by men, they entitle us to pre- 

tenfionat 
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tenfions of pofitive merit before Him \ con- 
llitute, if not entirely, yet in part, the 
ground- work of our juftification ; and are 
authorifed to claim from the Moft High not 
merely acceptance through grace^ hut reward 
as of debt {a). 

From this prevailing view of the nature 
of works of morality, and from the inherent 
reluftance of the unhumbled heart to admit 
that^ if we are to be received as righteous 
before God, it rauft be altogether by means 
of other righteoufiiefs than our own, has 
arifen an opinion, the .exiftence of which 
among peribns whofe thoughts have been 
turned to fcriptural inquiries, may well be 
deemed furprifing; namely, that when St. 
Paul affirms that men 2iV^ jujiified by faith 
without the deeds of the law^ the law which 
the Apoftle intends is fimply the Ceremonial 
law promulgated to the Jews by Mofes. 
, " Faith/' it is vaguely faid, " is the gofpel : 
" the law is the Mbfaic ritual, with which 
" we have no concern. The Gofpel, in the 
*^ belief of which we are to be faved, requires 
*' morality : and by the moral law, which 
^^ includes moral aftions towards men, 
** though certainly without the deed^ of the 

V 

• (fl) Rom. IV, 4. 
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" abrogated ceremonial law, we are to be 
« juftified." 

An opinion replete with xonfufion and 
error, and at the fame- time relating to a fub- 
je6i: fo important as the place and office of 
Chriftian morality in the plan of falvation, 
deferves ferious difcuffion. 

The conclufion which, whatever be its 

import, St. Paul affirms in the text, is not 

an infulated propofition averred in that 

fingle paffage. In other parts of his Epiftle 

to the Romans, and in the Epiftle to the 

Galatians, it is again and again re-affirmed 

by him in various equivalent expreffions; 

and is connedled with laboured and diverfi- 

fied trains of argument and illuftration de-. 

ligned to eftablifh its truth, and to evince 

the importance which the Apoftle attached 

to the conclufion in queftion, and his folici- 

tude that its validity fhould be acknowledged 

and deeply felt. Therefore hy the deeds of the 

law there Jloall nojiejio be jujitfied in His fight. 

Therefore being jufiified by faith ^ we have peace 

with God through our Lord fefus Chrift^ 

Knowing that a man is not jufiified by the 

v^ofks of the law^ but by the faith of Jefus 

Chrifiy even we have believed in Jefus Chrifl^ 

that we might be jufiified by the faith of Cbrifiy 

and not by the works of the law : for by the 

7 works 
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works of the law jlmll no flejh be jufiijied. 

T^hat no man is jufiijied by the law in the fight 

of God is evident : for the jufi fi;>all live by 

faith. T^he law was our fchoolmafier to bring 

us unto Chrifi^ that we might be jufiijied by 

faith. Chrifi is become of no effeSt unto you ^ 

whofoever of you are jufiified by the law j ye are 

fallen from grace : for we through the Spirit 

wait for the hope of righteoufnefs by faith {b)^ 

What is the Law, concerning which th6 
Apoftle in thefe paflages has fpoken ? 

Unqueftionably the Ceremonial Law has 
been comprehended in them. That the Jews 
in the days of our Lord and of St. Paul 
looked for juftification, fome perhaps alto- 
gether, fome chiefly, others in lower and dif- 
ferent degrees, to the obfervances of that 
law, is certain. And it is equally certain, 
that by the Ceremonial Law juflification was 
neither wholly nor in part attainable. The 
declarations of the word of God concerning 
its nature, and concerning the inherent in- 
efRcacy of its facrifices, prove that, had it 
been obeyed punftually and perfeftly, it 
could not have juftified. In the word of 
God it is pronounced to have been a fyflem 
of types and figures, intended to fhadow 

{h) Rom. iii. to. v. i. Gal. ii. i6- m, li| 24. v. 4, 5. 
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forth, and gradually to introduce, the ap- 
pointed and only availing facrifice of Clirift. 
"The law^ having ajloadow of good things to comCy 
and not the very image of the things ^ can never 
with thofe facrifice s which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfeSi^ 
The firji tabernacle was a figure for the time 
thenprefent^ in which were offered bQth gifts and 
facrifices that could not make him that did the 
fervice perfeSl as pertaini?2g to the confidence : 
which fiood oitly in meats and drinks^ and divers 
wafiAngs and carnal ordinances impofed on them 
until the time ofi refiormation. For there is 
verily a difiannidling ofi the commafidment going 
befiore fior the weaknefis aftd unprofitablenefis 
thereofi: fior the law made nothing perfieSf. 
Sacrifice and offerings and burnt-offerings^ and 
offering fior fin ^ thou wouldefi not^ neither hadfi 
pleafiure therein^ which are offered by the law : 
thenfiaid 7, Lo^ I come to do thy willy O God^ 
Every priefi fiandeth daily minifiering^ and ofi^ 
fiering ofitentimes the fiame fiacrifices^ which can 
never take away fins. For it is not pojjible that 
the blood ofi bulls and ofi goats fijould take away 
fins (r). The perfect obfervance of the Ce- 
remonial Law would have juftified the Jew- 
as to the obfervance of the ceremonies, but 

(r) Heb. X. u IX. 8 — ro. vli. 18, 19. x. 4—1 1. 
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ftil\ mojre pointedly ta exclude the idea of a 
concurrent jujlifying power in any law, in 
any human. work. 

. f So alfo the aflertion, ^ that we ^zjufiijiei 
Iky the Mood of Chtift {q\ in which blood it is 
feith .that gives us an intereft, apparently 
ferdudcs the concurrence of other means -^ 

But let us advance to pofitive proofs. 
i.^The Apoftle, when mculcating iri the 
third chapter of his Epiftle to tl^e Romans 
the doftrine of juftification by faith tjoithouf 
4be deeds.' of the law^ avowedly comprehends 
die Gentiles equally with the Jews. He 
maintains, that the Jewa are in no w^e abetter 
than ifce Gentiles : for we have before proved 
both Jews and Gentile's^ that, they are all under 
Jin. Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
fhall no.jiejh bejujlifed in His fight. But how 
the right eoujnefs of God \\h!^ method of jufti- 
fication appointed by Him) without the law 
is- 'manifefied^^ being witnejfed by the law and 
the prophets y even the right^oufnefs ef Gdd^ 
nphich is by faith' of y ejus. Chnfi unto Mil y and 
upon all thim.that believe^ ( whether. yjews or 
Gentiles, ) jfer /i^^r^ is no Sfferenee: far all 
have finned and come jloort of the glory of God: 
being jufiified freely by jlis g^ace through the 

(£) Kom. V. b, an^ ice ^om. iii. z^*. 
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Redemption that is in Jefus Chriji^ whoth Gad 
hath fet forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in His Mood. It is one God whieh fiall juJHfy 
the tircurhcijion by faith ^ and unciftumcijion 
through faith {r)'. Novsr the Geritileis neV^r 
were fiibjefted, hor defigned to be fubjefted, 
to th^ Cerfefflonial Law; \i therefoi'e the 
Ceremonial Law only were intended by the 
Apoftle; his * realbning would be, as to' the 
Gentiles, altogether irrelevant and nugatory. 
To tiie Moral Law they were fubje6t ; dif- 
cernmg by the light of nature the things of the 
laWy /hewing the work of the law written in 
their hearts^ their confcience alfo bearing wit-' 
nefs{s). St. Paul's argument therefore, as 
comprehending the Moral Law, is perfeftly 
relevant ; but not otherwife^ 

In addition to the preceding obfervations 
let it be fubjoined, that the tranfgreffions of 
the Gentiles, .as enumerated in the paflage to 
which the Apoftle alludes (/) when he ftates 
ftimfelf to have before proved the Gentiles to be 
under Jin, are all of them breaches of the 
Moral Law. 

Obferve, in the next place, the reafoning 
of St. Paul concerning the juftifying faith of 

(r) Rom. lit. 9, ZO-^iSt $0. Set adfo Rom. 1. 16, 17. 
(#) Rora. ii. I4> 1$. See alfo Rom* i. 18. and ii. 26, 27. 
(0 Rom, i. 28— J2- 
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;the patriarch Abraham. By faith he avers 
the Patriarch to have ht^njuJlifieJ; by faith, 
ai5 contra-di/linguifhed from works, as op- 
pofed to works ^//). Contra-diftinguiftied 
from what' works ? Oppofed to what works ? 
The works of the CeremoniaJ Law? No, 
The Ceremonial Law was not known until 
four hundred additional years had rolled away. 
Even the only rite of that future law, which, 
by anticipation, was enjoined to the Patriarch, 
was not enjoined to him until after the pe- 
riod v/liGnfaitb was reckoned to him for rights 
equfnefs. He received the fign of circumcijion^ 
afeal of the righteoufnefs of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcifed. What then are 
the works which the Apoftle excludes from 
bearing a part in the juftification of Abra- 
ham, but thofe of the Moral Law ? And 
what are the works but thofe of the Moral 
.Law which the Apoftle excludes uniyerfally 
from bearing a part in the juftification of 
men, when he proceeds to ftate that all merij 
whether Jews or Gentiles, muft be juftified 
according to the pattern of the faith of the 
Father of the faithful ? 

In the next place, attend ta the feveral 
chara6leriftic marks, which St. Paul attri- 
butes to the law concerning which he fpeaks, 

(w) Rom. XV. 
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Hear him defcribing this very law, of which 
he is affirming, Now^nve'are delivered frrm 
the iaWy that being dead^ ('^s to ' its condem- 
ning power^ovef true believers,) wherein we 
were held {w) ; hear him^ immediately de- 
fcribing this very k\<[ not only as holy^ jujiy 
and good {x)^ terms much more applicable to 
a Moral than to a Ceremonial Law, but as 
fpiritual {y) y an epithet applicable only to a 
Moral Law, 

Again : it is a law, by which is ?)&^ know^ 
kdge of fin. By the deeds of the law there 
Jhall nofiejh be juftified in His fight : for by the 
law is the knowle4ge of fin {z). Is this cha- 
ra^teriftic the more applicable to a Ceremo- 
nial or to a Moral Law ? Is it here defcrip- 
tive of the Ceremonial or of the Moral Law? 
The Apoftle will anfwer thefe inquiries : / 
had not known fin but by the law : for I had not 
known lufi^ except the law had f aid ^ Thoufi:alt 
not covet {a). Of what law li the command- 
ment, T'hou Jhalt not covet ^ 2i precept ? The 
Apoftle, by producing a precept of the Mo- 
ral Law as a fpecimen of the law concern- 
ing which he difcourfes, denionftrates that 
law to be the Moral Law. ^ 

Again ; — if it can be needful to accumu- 

(w) Rqin. VII, 6. (») Rom. vil. \z. (v) Rom. vii. 14, 
{%) Rom. Ill, ao. {a) Rom. vii. 7. 

F \ late 



l?ite farther proof, St, Paul, wh?n reafoning 
concerning the law which cannot juftify^ 
allvides, in.jtnore places tha]|l on^ to 4ranf^ 
greens of it {b). In* another paflTage he i^Xr? 
emplifies the nature of thefc.tranfgreifiQna— r 
throats that are open fepukhresT-^ongws thai 
V have ufed 'deceit'-r-lips' under which is iibe puffin 
of afpsTT^^Vths full of curjing and^itternefsrrry 
feetfimft tojhed bloid {c). 0f which law, thQ 
Ceremonial or the- Moral, ar? the d^eds in 
queftion tranfgreflions ? . 

Once more. The Apoftle, ftill defcribingt 
that law by which it is evident that no man is 
Jujiifed, pronounces, that as many as are of 
the works of the law are under the curfe^for it 
is written^ Curfed is every one that continuetk, 
not in all things which are written in the l^ooh 
of the Law to do them[d). Turn to the 
chapter (f) where the law has written its 
curfes, and mark who are the objefts pf 
them. The idolater: the man that fett.eth 
light by his father or his mother; he, that. 
removeth his neighbour's land-mark : he; 
that maketh the blind to wander out of the 
way : he that perverteth the judgement of 
the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the widow ;' 

{b) Rom. iv. 15. V. 13. [c) Rom. ili. 9 — 135 where, 

it is to be obferved> that St. Paul is (peaking both of Jews an4 
Gentiles. [d) Gal. lii, 10. 11. {e) Deut xxyii, 15, 26. 

he 
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he that is in any refpeft unchafte : he that 
finiteth his neighbour fecretly : he that 
taketh reward to flay the innocent. Ar^ 
thefe Ceremonial offences ? Is the law, which 
denounces its curfe againft them, the Cere- 
monial Law ? 

On the whole then, need we to hefitate in 
affirming that St. Paul, when labouring to 
cftablifh the grand principle o£ the Gafpel, ' 
that a man is juflified only by faith in the 
atoning blood of Chrifl: without the deeds 
of the law ; had principally in view not the 
Ceremonial but the Motal Law? He had 
the Ceremonial Law avowedly in contempla- 
tion; bccaufe by it the Jews fought to be 
juftified. He had the Moral Law princi- 
pally before him ; becaufe in every age the 
natural pride of the human heart, and mif* 
takes refpefting fcriptural dodlrine, would 
concur in impelling men, whether of Jewifli 
or of Gentile ftock, to truft, ahogether or in 
part, to their moral works for juftification 
before God. 

Conlider whether this conclufion, at whigh 
we have at length arrived, is not one .which 
muft approve itfelf to every unprejudiced 
mind. Is it poffible that we can be juftified 
by the Moral Law ? Its language refpefling 
juftification is, I'he man which doeth thefe 

F 4 things 
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things jkall live by them {/). Have we done 
them ? Have we not tranlgreffed the law 
times without number ? Are not we in fome 
point continually offending againft it ? And 
can we be juftified by a law which we have 
broken ? Perhaps you fay, ** In various 
" points we have kept the law." Be the 
fa6l allowed. Of what avail is it as to jui- 
tification under the law ? The law jufli- 
fies or condemns 5 pronounces innocent or 
guilty. Can it pronounce a man innocent 
who has broken it ? Curfed is the man who 
continueth not in all things which are writ- 
ten in the book of the law to do them. Is 
not the cafe the fame under human laws ? 
He who tranfgrefles againft a fmgle ftatute 
of the land is condemned and punifhed by 
his country as a bad fubjeft. In tranfgref- 
iing againft that ftatute he ts guilty^ in the 
language of St. James, of all \ guilty of 
tranfgrefling againft the authority of the 
whole law, and of the kgiflaturei He who 
offends in a fingle point againft the Moral 
Law of God, fins againft the authority of 
the whole law, and of God, who commands 
the oblervancc of the whole. Can fuch a 
man, can any man, be juftified b^Tthelaw? 
"The Idw "workcth wrath. For all have Jinncd^ 

(/) Rom. X. 5. Gal. in. \2, 

and 
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4md come Jl^rt of ^ the Glory of God {g). Nay, 
even if we wei^e i to look for falvation , to 
fingle aftions ; if we might ;ittppofc our 
tranfgreffions put afide, and * heaven lut 
pended as the reward of one deed perfeftly 
anfwering the demands of the Moral Law j 
where fhould the deed be found ? *' Was the 
motive perfectly pure in all points, immc-r 
diate and remote? In the progrefs from 
the motive to the execution, did no tinge 
*^ of evil inlinuate itfelf ? In the execution 
'* itfelf, did no feeling of wrong temper, no 
emotion of difcontent, of pride, or of 
vanity, arife ? Didft thou perform the 
deed as foon as thou oughteft to have 
done ? Didft thou perform it as cheer-^^ 
** fully ? Didft thou perform it as well as 
" thou wert able; and as well as, by a fit 
" ufe of the means of knowing My will, 
" thou mighteft'^have been able ? Didft thou 
" pray as fervently as became thee for gr^:e 
'^ to aft in f this inftance aaright?" — What 
human deed could ftahd the fcrutiny ? What 
human deed can have 'whereof to glory before 
Gfidy can claim reward not of grace; btft ef 
deht [h) ? Where is the hppe of juftification 
by the Moral Law of God ? Where is the 
hope of juftification by morality ? 

{g) Rom. Hi. «3. iv. i^. - (A) Rom. iV. 2, 4. 

Behold 
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•Behold alfo, under a variety and an appa« 
rent difcordance of expreflion, the conliftent 
harmony of the fcriptural doftrine concern-^ 
ing juftification. The procuring caufe bi 
our juftification is the atoning blood of 
Chrift, At one time therefore .it is (aid, 
that we are jujiified by His blood {i) : at an- 
other, with a fimilar meaning, that we arc 
jujlijied in the name of the Lord Jefus (i). 
The inftrument by which exclufively an in- 
tcreft in that blood can be obtained, is faiths 
Hence it is fo frequently declared, either 
limply, that we zxt jujiified by faith % or with 
additional terms more pointedly fhutting out 
the concurrence of works either of the Cere- 
monial or of the Moral Law. As the entire 
plan of falvation by faith in the blopd of a 
Redeemer is a difpenfation of wholly unme- 
rited mercy : we are alfo defcribed zsjufiified 
freely y jujiified by grace {I). As there arofe 
perfoiis who, negle6ling St. Paul's definition 
of juftifying faith, that it is a faith which 
worketh by ^i;!? (w), fuppofed or pretended 
that a barren faith, a fpeculative and tmpro-* 
du6live afTent of the undei*ftandmg, fufficed 
for juftification : St. James, with equal wif-. 

(/) Rom. V. 9^ / ^ (i) I QoT. VI. I !• 

(/) Rom. ill. 24. Tit. iii. 7. im) G4I. v. 6. 

dojn 
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^om and en^gy, m^tains thsit faith which 
bat not works cannot fave j ihzt faith without 
iworh is deady being alone i that a man isjujii-^ 
Jied by Hvorksy and pot by faith onIy{n)y by. 
iaith, whifh is alone: maintains^^ not that. 
woirl^ ^an pofi^fs any juftifying merit, (for 
fnch a pofition wowld have been irreconcile- 
able not merely with every part of St, Pauls 
reafbning, but with the .great doftrinc of 
juftifjcation only through the blood of a 
Redeemer J ) but that a faith which does not 
prove itfclf to be genuine by works is not the 
faith which juftifies, 

For let it ever be carefully borne in mind, 
that, wh^ the ine|ficacy of works has been 
here fet forth> and eftablifhed on fqriptural 
authority, it ha? been their inefficacy as to 
juflifu;ation : their utter incompetency to pro- 
duce any claim of merit before God, to abide 
the ftrutiny of If is law, to countervail a 
fingle tran%refllon, tp remove guilt, to cpn- 
fer nghtepufnefs; Bu^ are not good works 
effential toj&lvation? Eflential 1 Altogether 
indifpejxfable : in4ifpepfable as though they 
were to juftify* .^ince they cannot contri- 
bute to juflaficatiori^ it, is as evidences and 
jfruits of faith that they are important. J^ut 
^ fuch they are fa impoftantj that widwut 



I 



thehi 



7^ J^ftificat^on not attainable 

them no man fhall fee the Lord. Are good 
works then conditions of falvation ? This 
contefted term is objeftionable or irreprehcn- 
fible according to the fenfe in which it is^ 
employed. Jf it be intended, that good 
works are a meritorious condition of falva- 
tion ; the meaning is totally unchriftian. If 
the fenfe be, that they are an indifpenfable 
condition ; it is fcripturally correft. ' The 
difference is manifeft. Were a condemned 
criminal afTured by his judge, that, on com- 
ing forthwith to the judge's door, he fhould 
receive a free pardon and a noble donation : 
his attendance at the appointed place would 
be an indifpenfable condition, but not a meri^ 
forious caufe, of obtaining the promifed be- 
nefits. Be ye rich in good works. Though 
they can do nothing towards the pur chafe of 
falvation 5 as qualifications to make us meet 
for receiving the gift of it, they afc indifpen- 
fable. Expeft not from them juftification, 
which is not within their fcope. B\jt by 
them, as , a tree by its fruits, fhall a living 
faith be known. Every one of them is a 
facrifice ckceptahle^- well-pleafing to God. Ac- 
cording to the meafure of them, fhall be the 
gracious recorppenfe of the -fightebus, Not 
one of them fhall lofe its reward. Be dili- 
gent in them, be confiflej;it in them, be. 

perfeveringj 
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perfevering in them, for the fake and to the 
glory of the Lord Jefus Chrift : and thus 
lay up for yourfelves, throu^ His merits, 
a more and more abundant treafure in 
heavcti. 
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SERMON V. 

On Living after the Flesh, or after thi! 

Spirit. 



Romans, viii. 13, 14. 

^^y ify^ ^i*^'^ ofter thefiejh, yejhall die. But 
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body^ ye jloall live. For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God ^ they are the Sons 
of God. 

TF one of your children, my brethren, ar- 
rived at years of difcretion, was about to 
be placed in fome worldly fituation, by which 
he was to gain his livelihood -, there would be 
ibme points, material to his future fuccefs, 
concerning which you would feel defirous of 
being fatisfied. You would alK ; Is there a 
fair profpeft, that if he fhall be diligent, and 
in other refpefts fhall condu6t himfelf pro- 
perly, he will fucceed ? Suppofe yourfelf 
convinced that, on his diligence and good 
behaviour, his fuccefs might be regarded as 
certain. You would then perhaps enquire, 

5 whether 
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whether the metiiod of conducing his bufi- 
iiefs alight is eafy to be known. Suppofe 
yourfclf fully affured thiat it is. You would 
probably alk in the next place, whether fuc- 
cefs will bring with it advantages fufficiently 
' great to compenfate the labour and the 
anxiety neceflary to obtain fiiccefs. Suppofe 
yourfclf to have complete proof, that the ad- 
vantages would abundantly repay all the 
trouble, of every kind, which may be needful 
in order to acquire them. You would now 
confefs that entire fatisfaftion has been given 
to you 5 that it would be altogether unreafon- 
able to expe6t any thing more. But what if 
a by-ftander were to fay. to you: " AH that 
" you have heard is true. You miift, how- 
*' ever, remember, that ' if your fon fhould 
"turn out idle, and unprincipled, he will not 
" fucceed in his bufinefs, and will undoubt- 
" edly bring upon himfelf fliame and diftrefs.'* 
You would anfwer: "^In that cafe he will 
" deferve them. If the way to fucccfs is 
plainly pointed out to him 5 if fuccefs may 
be deemed certain, provided that he will 
fellow this plain way 3 and if the recom- 
penfe which he will gain is much more 
•^ tlian a fufficient return for his exertions : 
" what more can be defired ? If with fuch 
" profpe6h he fliall wilfully take the road to 
' ' ^^ ruin. 
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'^ ruin, he will have no right to complain of 
" the conlequences/* 

Now turn your eyes to the text ; and ap-^ 
ply to your own fitiiation, your own prof- 
pe6ts, your own conduft, the reafoning 
which you have perceived, I apprehend, to 
be juft in the cafe that has been reprefented 
concerning one of your children* St- Paul here 
brings before you the nature of that condi- 
tion, 'in which you are placed upon earth, 
that you may obtain an inheritance of hap- 
pinefs in the world to come. He declares to 
you the way which you muft follow, if you 
would fucceed in your purfuit of eternal 
glory ; the certainty of fuccefs, if you will 
faithfully perfevere in the appointed road; 
and' the vaftnefs of the reward prepared for 
the fervants of God. At the fame time the 
apoftle diftin6lly fhews to you the path of 
deftruftion ; and the unavoidable and over-^ 
whelming miferies, which await all who puir- 
fue it. . 

Let us confider, with devout fupplication 
for the guidance of divine grace, the feveral 
parts of the text in the order in which they 
Hand. 

'I. If ye live after the fefj ye Jloall die. 
A momentous declaration, fimple, awful,. 

15 and 
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and alarming ! What is the courfc of ac- 
tion which it fpecifies ? What is the confe- 
quence which it denounces I 

By the jlejio is unqueftionably to be under- ^ 
flood that corrupt nature, which all the pofte- 
rity of fallen Adam derive from him : a na- 
ture, in itfelf, prone to fin, averfefrom holinefs, 
helplefs againft temptation. What this nature 
is, appears; by the fruits which it bears ; in 
other words, by the works which it produces. 
And the works of thefiefh are manifeji ; unclean-' 
nefs of every kind, idolatry^ witchcraft ^ hatred^ 
variance, emulations, wrath,Jirife,f edit ions, he^ 
refies, en^yings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings,^ 
andfuch like (a.) Such is the nature which 
defcends from generation to generation. That 
which is horn of the jlejh is jlejh^(b). The 
defccndents of corrupt parents muft be in 
their nature corrupt. In our flefh dwelleth 
no good thing. To , live^ after the flefh is to' 
fuffil the defres of the fiejh (c) : to pairfue 
thofe evil courfes, to which of ourfelves we 
are difpofed : to obey the fuggeflions of the 
carnal mind, which is enmity againft God {d^ 
Let it be carefully obferved how very large a 
proportion of the iniquities enumerated by 
^t. Paul, as inllances and fpecimens of the 
works ofthefiefti^ are not only oiferices againft 

(a) Gal. V. i9->^2i. (3) John, iiii 6. (c) Ephef. 11.^3.. 
(J)Rom. viu, 6r7. 

G / God, 
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God, but dfo tranfgreffions with reQ«ft ta 
iflcii J not only violations of piety, but alfi> 
breaches of Morality. Being by nature de^ 
tittite of love to God, we are of courfe deVen^d 
oF any fiat uril difpofition, either to controtil 
oiir ajipetites, or to love our neighbour, for 
the fake of God. Every ^^^ of immorality 
is natural to us ; is a work ofthejb^i is tt, 
portion of the carnal mitiB^ which h en-^ 
mity againft God [d) ; is a part of that httu- 
ral train of difpolitions and proceedings, with 
a reference to which is Accorded the folemn 
warning : If ye live after the flejh ye fhall die. 
Gf fuch a life the confequence is death, 
tf ye live after the flefh^ ye ffoall die. 8a 
alio fpeaks the apoftl'e in the preceding 
verfe : TCo be carnally minded is death. Now 
what is intended in thcfe paflages by death ? 
^ot merely the lofs of this mortal life^ the 
reparation qf the foul from the body. For 
this death all men experience, ^ere is one 
i'^ent in this refpeft to the righteous and to the 
wicked (e). What more then is compre* 
hended; for it is evident that fomething 
more is comprehended, in the deafth which 
awaits thofe v%rhd live after the flefli ? Let 
St. Paul explain his own meaning. After 
having mentioned, in the paflage which has 
bei^ quoted fjrom his epiftle to the Galatians, 

(J) ^omi Tiii, 6f 7. {e} Ecflcf. IX. 2. 

the 
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the pnncipat works of the flefh> hd adds this 
aweful declaration : Of which I teSfiu hefore^ 
concerning which deeds I now apprife yoa 
bdicH^hand, as I have alfo toidyou in timepaft^ 
that they nx>bo dafuch things Jhall not inherit tbs 
kingdom of God (f ) . Thofe who do not in* 
herit the kingdom of God^ (hall be con« 
demned for ever to the place of punifhment^ 
which is prepared for the devil and his an* 
geb. Here then is the death of which St. 
Paul {ptaks in the text, as remaining for 
iho{t who in this world live after the flefh y 
namely,, the lake of fire ^ which is thefecond 
(katb (g). For them is referved, after the 
coiicluiion of the prefent life, the everlafting 
deftrudtion of body and foul in helL 

II. From this fecond death, however, this 
death eternal, deliverance is iecured to thofe 
who put off the body of the fins oftheflejh (A). 
Hear the pronufe gradoufly extended to you 
on tlic part of God. If ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the (keds of the hody^ ye jhall live. 

What is it to mortify the deeds of the body f 
it is to a£l: in ftcdfaft oppofition to the cor- 
rupt inclinations of your nature ; to abilaia 
fromflcihly lufts, which war againft the fbal> 
to bring your evil deiires into fubje£tion to 

if) GttL ▼• 83. (g) Re?. a». i4> (i) Col. ii. ix. 
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the law X)f Chrift ; to labour not bnly tc? 
withftind their influence, but pra6titally to- 
root than out of your bofom. 

But how is this viftoiy over nature to be 
won ? Can we chainge our own hearts ? Call 
we caufe oiirfelves to hate the finful purfuits^ 
CMi which our afFeftions are fixed ? Can we 
make ourfelves, as it were, afrefh, into new 
creatures; into beings wholly different in; 
wiflies, principles, and conduft ? It is impoC- 
fible. What then is to be done? Are we 
to fit down in defpair t No. That which is 
impojjible with men^ is pojjible with God. The. 
means of fuccefs are made known to us, and 
placed within our reach. We are to mortify 
the deeds of the body through the Spirit. - 

Of all that is good in fallen man, the Holy 
Spirit of God is the author. By the fiifFer- 
ings of our Redeemer, the grace of the Spirit 
has been purchafed for every one of us. That 
Holy Spirit is able, and He offers, to create 
us afi'elh in Chrift Jefus ; to create a clean 
heart and renew a right fpirit within us. If. 
we commit ourfelves to His guidance in hu- 
mility and finglenefs of heart, he will fet 
us free from the bondage of fin. He will 
enlighten our underflandings to difcern the 
wretchednefs of our natural ftate j the great- 
nefs of the guilt which we have contra6led i 
the hopeleilhels of every attempt which we 

8 can 
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can make to atone by our own works for paft 
iniquities, or to walk by our owil ftrenglli 
according to the divine commandments for 
the time to come $ and the neceffity of flying 
for falvation to the only deliverer, the Son of 
God, who di6d for us upon the crofs. The 
fame Spirit will alfo exercife his transform- 
ing power over our hearts. He will change 
their original bent and inclinations. He 
will caufe us to abhpr evil ; to abhor it be- 
-caufe it is evil ; to hate the finful deeds in 
which we formerly delighted ;- to aft upon 
4iew principles ; to fet our afFeftions on new 
objefts 3 to be zealous in new purfuits. For 
the Holy Spirit of God, if we refift him not, 
will not leave his work imperfeft. And im- 
perfeft indeed would it be, if we could fup- 
pofe that his influence, after it . had expelled 
the love of fm from the heart, would flop 
ftiort without planting there the love of righ- 
teoufnefs ; after it had purified the outward 
condu6t from pofitive tranfgreflion, would 
not lead the man forward to aftivity in good 
work?. The Spirit of God is the Holy Spi^ 
rit, the Spirit of holinefs. His aim, his pur- 
pofe, is to make us holy, ^he fruit of the 
Spirit^ is in all goodnefs^ right eoufnefsy truths 
jcyy peace^ long-fuffering^ gentlenefsy faitby 
pteeknefs^ temperance (/). The wifdom from 

It) Gal, V, 22, 23. Eph.Y. 9, 
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iAovey which he giveth, isfirjl fure^ then peaces 
tkle^ gentUy tafy to be inireated, full of mercy 
md good fruits^ without partiality^ and without 
iypocrify {k). Remark now, while you con- 
template this catalogue of the fruits of the 
Spirit, the ample fpace occupied by thofe 
duties which belong to the clafs of morals. 
Remark that, as every immoral a£lion is na-- 
tural to man, is one of the fruits of the flefh ; 
^ every aft of morality, of real morality, of 
morality including the motive as well as the 
deed, of morality having a reference to God, 
is and muft be z fruit of the Spirit. In thefe 
fruits of Chriftian morality, no lefs than in 
thofe of piety, whofoever is fanftified by the 
Spirit will ftrive to abound more and more, 
Whofoever is fanftified by the Spirit will be 
«arneft and diligent to glorify God by faith- 
ful obedience, even as wicked men are to com- 
mit fin. He will be as zealous to keep his 
(body, and bring it into fubjefrion, as they are 
to gratify every fenfual defire ; he will ftudy 
to love his neighbour as watchfully as they 
feek felfifti advantages. He will labour as 
anxioufly for the Spirit, as they labour for 
the flelh. Having no fellowfliip with the 
unfiTiitful works of darknefs, having his con- 
fcience purged from dead works to ferve the 

(4) James, iii, 17, 

living 
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liying God : he will work the worktf of Go^^ 
Ijie will lliew forth tlie work pf ^ith, ai^d 
tiie labour of love, no lefs than the paticijce 
of hope. 

The hope of thofe who are governed by 
the Spirit, is a hope which maketb not ajhamei^ 
For what is the word of promife? if y^ 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of t^ 
h(dy^ yejhall live. What is the life here i^- 
taided ? Is it merdy the • prolongation of 
exigence into another ftate of being ? That 
prolongation is common to the righteous and 
the wicked. Is it limply the reftoration of 
the body from the grave ? Jn that reftora- 
tion the wicked Ihall paitake. What then 
does the life promifed to^ thofe who live after 
the Sphit imply ? It implies in the firft 
place, pardon of fm, deliverance from helL 
T^bere is no condemnation to them ^ which are in 
Qhrijl yefus^ who walk not after thefiejlo^ but af- 
ter the Spirit (/). But farther, it comprijfes 
glory ^honour ^immortality^ as branches oi eternal 
life{m). The future life in referye for the 
wicked is a portion of the fe'cond death. He 
who in the prefent world has walked in the 
Spirit, he, who has had his fruits unto holi- 
n^^y (hall find the end to be life, even bleffed- 
jiefe, everl3;fting. Hejhall not come into con^ 

fj) ^om. Tiii. I. (m) Rom* u. y. 
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demnation^ *but is pdjfed from death unto life {it). 
He fhall Ifecome a partaker of that kingdom 
where there is no more death. In the pre- 
fence of that Redeemer who has declared, 

• Whofoever believeth in me Jhall never die {o) ; 
of that Redeemer who has not only defti'oyed 
the power of death, but has paffed the fen- 
tence of deftru6tion upon death' itfelf; he 
fhall live world without end. Ranfomed from 
the grave, raifed at the . laft day, his cor- 
ruptible fhall put on incorruption ; his mor- 
tal foall put on immortality. Then can he 
die no more, for he is made equal unto the 
angels. And his life fhall be everlafling 
blifs. In the realms to which he is exalted, 

^not only is there no death, but neither is 
there crying nor pain ; for the former things 
are pafTed away. . He -flands throughout 
eternity4)efore God, m whofe prefenceis ful- 
nefs of joy, and at \vhofe right hand are plea- 
fures for evermore. 

III. But whence is it that fuch a bleffed 
hope is in flore for the followers of righteouf- 
nefs, againft the appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jefus Chrift? ^Whence is 
it that glories fo far furpaffing the imagina- 
tion of man, fhall be poured forth through- 

(w) John, V. 24. (0) John, xi. 25, i6. 

■ out; 
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oilt cndlefs ^ges, upon the fpirifs of juft m6n 
made perfe£l? The apoftle e)c]^4ihs the 
reafon. As many as are led by the Spirit of 
Gody they are the Sons of God. Such- are th^ 
riches of the mercy of God, the Father, to all 
who are fanftified unto obedience^ by his Spi- 
rit; that he regards them as his own childi^en/ 
^% brethren of his beloved Son, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift; and for his fake aiimits them 
to enter into the fulnefs of the joy of their 
Lord. 

They who zxt led hy the Spirit^ are born 
of the Spirit (p). They who are born of the 
Spirit, are born of God [q). They have received 
the Spirit of adoption^ whereby they cry unto 
God, abba. Father. The Spirit itfelf bearetb 
witnefs with their Spirit, that they are the chil- 
dren of God ; and if children, then heirs ; heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriji (r). The 
Lord Jefus himfelf is not afhamed to call them 
brethren (5). His concluding prayer for 
them to his heavenly Father, before he fuf- 
fered, was 3 Father, I will that they alfo whom 
thou haft given me be with me where I am {^). 
It is by him that every bleffing which awaits 
them has been purchafed and prepared. It is 

(/) John, ill. 5. {q) i John, lii. 1,9. fr) Rom. viii. 
ij — 17, (j) Hebr. ii. i ^ . (/) John, xvii. 24. 

by 
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1^ iiim iStai tiif enjoyment oi each of tju^ 
^flings ivUl be conferred upon them. Be^ 
csaniib, having lieen led hy jiiis Spirit^ they J4f» 
adoplted as His brethren, he fhaU put theip 
into jjromplete poflellion of that glory, whic};, 
a$ Lord of the upiverfe, in his human namre, 
bie enjoys. Not only (hall they b^ in a ftat« 
of h^ppinefs, but they Jhall be for ever npitb 
Mm (u). Not only fhall they be for ever 
with him, but they Jkall be like him } f<^ they 
Jhall fee him as he is (v). Not only fhal| 
ti^cir vile body be rendered incorruptible, in* 
capable of pain, qualified for happinefs be- 
yond our prefoit comprehcnfion ; but Chrift 
(hall change itfo that it Jhall befajbioned like 
mnto bis own glorious body^ according to the 
working whereby he is able even tofubdue all 
things to himfelf {w). Not only fhall their 
fouls be Weffed with knowledge of Gbd^ of 
his ways, of his works, to an extent which is 
at prefent inconceivable ; but their faculties 
fhall be fo exalted as to refemble tliofe of 
their glorified Redeemer, The fpirits of juft 
men made perfeft, Jhall know even as they are 
inown {x\. Not only fhall they be eflab- 
Ufhed in blifs, furpaffing the moft ardent 
hopes on which the imagination can dwell ; 

i^u) M, Thcf. IT. 17* (v) I John, ill, a. (w) Philipp. ili. %u 
{k) 1 Cor.xiii. I2. 

5 ^^^ 
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but the height of glcwry to vvhicli thef Ihall 
be raifed fhall be of the lame nature witii 
that^ which belongs to the incarnate. Son of 
the JMoft High. Td bimy faith our IxhhI^ 
that overcometh will J grant to Jit ^th ^e of 
my throne ; even as I alfo (nyercame^ and am fit 
dmn imth my Father on his throne {y). Thu$ 
eminently fhall the righteous be recognifeijl 
as the Sons of Cod ! 

You perceive, my brethren, that it is pidf 
ibrough the Spirit of God^ that you caij be[p9^ 
abled to mortify the deeds of the feody, t^ 
attain to living faith, and to work the work? 
of Chriftian morality: onjy through hiej 
that you can efcape eternal death, and g^ 
pofleflion of life everlafting. li they then 
that are in the jiejh cannot pleafe God : if the 
proof that ye are not in the fejhy hut in the 
Spirit y be this, that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you: if any man, who has not the Spirit tf 
Chrijiy is none of bis {z) : how defervedly \& 
that Holy Spirit pronounced in' the Liturgy 
of our church, to be " the Lord and Giver 
" of life !" 

Are you defirous to learn whether you aw 
living to the Spirit ? Examine yourfelf whether 
you be in the faith. Prove your ownfelf whether 
your belief in the doftrine of the Lord Jefu? 

(>•) Rev. iii. ai. (») Rom. via. 8> 9. 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, your love and gratitiide anjd humility 
tovrards your Creator, Redeei^ier, and Sane- 
tifier, be fuch as become the Gofpel. Exa- 
mine yourfelf, prove yourfelf, whether your 
ife be moral. If it be in any point wilfully 
- immoral, you are living not after the Spirit, 
but after the flelh. And if you perfift in 
thus living after the flefh, you fhall die. If 
your condu6l be moral, is it from the heart? 
Is it from prudence, or from confcience ? Is 
it for the fake of man, or of God ? If your 
I • morality, literally accurate as it may be, is 
not the efFe6l of faith which worketh by love ; 
it is not after the Spirit, but after the flefh. 
It is not Chriftian morality. In the fight of 
God it is not morality. 

Are you anxious that the Holy Spirit 

'• fliould lead you to eternal life ? Follow three 

plain direftions prefTed upon you in the 

Scriptures, and your defires fliall be accom- 

plifhed. 

Firfl : feek for the grace of the Holy Spirit 
by fuitable prayer in the name of Chrifl. 
Whatfoever ye Jloall ajk the Father in my name^ 
he will give if you. Ajk^ and ye Jloall have : 
feeky and ye Jhall find : knocks and it Jhall be 
opened unto you. If ye^ being evil^ know hoim 
to give good gifts unto your children : how, much 
more Jhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit 
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Spirit to them that ajk him (a) ? Obferve . 
now that thefe expreffions defcribe eameft 
and perfevering prayer, I'hey do not in any 
refpeft accord with lukewarm or fliort-iived;' 
fupplications. They teach you that, if you- 
would obtain the gift of the Holy Spirit, you- 
muft tirfl: become fenfible how greatly you 
ftand in need of it -, for other wife you will 
not pray for it with fervency : and how con- - 
tinually you ftand in need of it ; for other-; 
wife you will not pray for it witli conftancy.. 

Secondly : ftrive always to a6l up to the. 

meafure of the grace which you have received, 

To him that hathy to him who has faithfully 

endeavoured to live, according to the helps. 

with which it has pleafed God to fumifh him, 

more jhall be given^ and he jloall have abundance^. 

hut from him who hath not^ even that which hi 

hathjhall be taken away (b). Cherifh then, 

the good defires which rife in your mind^, 

for it is by the Holy Spirit that they are 

planted there. Keep ftedfaft to the religious 

refolutions which you have formed; for 

it is the Holy Spirit who has inclined you to 

form them. Carry them promptly and 

heartily into execution ; for it is by the 

Holy Ghoft that you are enabled not only ta 

{a) John, XVI. 23. Matth. vii. 7, Luke, xi. 13. 
(}) Matth^ xxv. 29, 

will .1 
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witty bnt to do. Study the Scriptures regu^ 
larly and devoutly 5 for the holy men of old 
who wrote them, wrote^i they were Moved iy- 
tbe Bofy Gkojf. Be diligent, be fincerely 
pkmsy in attendance on all the outward ordi>« 
nances^ of religion ; for through them the 
Holy Ghoft difpenfcs his grace. Receive with 
a willing mind the inftru6lions, public of 
private, of the minifters of the Gofpel > for, at 
the peril of their own fouls, they are to feed 
and to watch over thejhcky over which the Holy 
Gbofi has made them truerfeers. 

Laftly : Gricve not the Holy Spirit of God (t)^ 
by returning to fins which you have forfaken^ 
or by allowing yourfelf to proceed in any 
new courfe of iniquity. Knowingly to con- 
tinue in any habit of tranfgreflion is to for- 
fake the Holy Ghoft. It is not only to re- 
fofe to obey the influence of the good Spirit 
of God : it is to follow the guidance of the 
evil fpirit, the adverfary of God, the deviL 
It is to provoke the Holy Ghoft to depart 
from you ; to caft you off; to abandon you 
to yourfelf,^ and to the dominion of the 
powers of darknefs. Keep then your heart 
diligently, that neither wrath, nor envy, nor 
hatred, nor impurity, nor covetoufnefs, nor 
deceit, nor difcontent, nor pride, nor worldly 

(c) Ephcf* IV. 3©. 

anxioufnefs^ 
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ft 

aimoufhefs, nor any other unchriftian difpo- 
fition, may harbour there. Review from 
time to time your outward conduft, that 
you m^y difcovcr whether you arc indulging 
any praftice unbecoming a fervant of the 
Lord Jefiis, Endeavt>ur day by day to grow 
in grace ; to gain more and more the mat- 
tery, through the Holy Spirit, over your re- 
maining corruption. Then will he preferve 
you under his cai'e. He will advance you in 
fpiritual underftanding, in fpiritual ftrength^ 
infaving faith, in moral attainments. He 
will make you more and more meet to be a 
pattaket of the inheritance of the Mnts in 
light, and will feal you unto the day -of *e- 
dcmptbn. 
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SERMON VI. 

The Love of God with the whole HeajiT: 
an Inducement to ftrift Morality. 



Matthew, xxii. 37. 

Tboujhalt love the Lord thy God with all tbyj 
Hearty and with all thy Soid^ and with all: 
thy Mind. 



% . 
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TN the time of our Saviour's miniftry^ 
many of the Jews appear to have ima- 
gined that fome of the commandments of 
God were in their nature of much higher 
excellence than others : that the obfen'ance 
of thefe was of much greater confequence, 
was much more acceptable, than the obferv- 
ance of others : nay, fo important, fo ac- 
ceptable, that ftridl obedience even to one of 
tliefe principal commandments would excufe 
the negleft of the remainder, and prove fuf- 
ficient for the attainment of falvation. A 
teacher of the Jewifli law, whofe attention 

had 
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had been raifed^by the wifdom of our Lord*s 
difcourfes, partly from a defire to prove the 
depth of that wifdom, and J)artly for his own 
inftruftion, propofed this queition : Majier^ 
which is the great commandment in the law ? 
As though he had faid ; " Upon this point, 
** our eminent Rabbis are not agreed. Some 
** are of opinion, that the commandmentj 
** which relate to the offering of facrifices 
are entitled to the higheft rank. Others 
give this honour to other command^ 
ments. What fayeft thou ? Which 
** commandment doft ^Jiou confider as the 
^* chief of all the commandments?*' Our 
Saviour, referring him to the words of Mofes, 
which, if well confidered, might have pre- 
vented the enquiry (a)^ replied \ Thoujhalt 
love the Lord thy God^ with all thy hearty and 
with all thy foul ^ and with all thy mind. Thii 
is tbejirjl and great commandment. 

If this be the firft and great oommahd- 
ment, to imderffand it, and to obey it, muft 
be of the firft and greateft confeqijence. For 
this purpofe then let us hvoAbly enquire into 

its meaaing. 

- • , *' 

I. Coilitder wh6 it is. Whom the com- 
.a^undment required us to love. It is the 

m JLorct 
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Lord our God. It is the great and glorious 
Jehovah, who inhabiteth eternity, whofc 
name is Holy. Why are we to love Him ? 
We are to love Him, becaufe he is beyond ex- 
preflion. worthy of our love. He poffeffes, in 
unbounded perfefllon, every quality which is 
deferving of love. His goodnefs is infinite. 

His truth is unchangeable. His mercy is over 
all ttis works. We are to love Hini, becaufe' 
Hefirft loved us (b) . He created us ; created 
us of His own free will j creatpd us that we 
might be happy; that we might be happy for 
cv?r; that we might be for ever happy to fuch 
a' degree a& the niind of man is not at pfefent 
ible to conceive. In Him we live and move 
an^ have ory* being. He fupports, by his 
protecting care, the exiftende which he gave. 
He upholds us, and all things, by the word 
of His powen He is always prefent with 
us, to guai'd us both from temporal and 
from fpititvlal evil. We are to love Him^ 
becaufe, having firft loved us, He forgiveth aH 
our. fins, arid Aealeth ill our iniquities. To 
the'Lord our God belong mercies and for- 
givenefles, though we have rebelled againft 
Hint. He has fo loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son^ that whofo- 
cvef believeth in Him ftibuld hot perilh, but 

(f) I John, IV. 19, 

Ihould 
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Ihould have everlafting life. The Son, One 
from the beginning with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, took our nature upon Him ; 
gave hunfelf up to be wounded for our trarit- 
greflions, to be bmifed. for our iniquities,; 
humbled Hirafelf unto death, to death by a 
mode of dying fingularly painful and igno- 
minious, as a ranfom for us. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. Chrift laid down His 
Hfe for his enemies. How wonderfully in 
this tranfa6lion was manifefted the love of 
God ! Not only is the penalty of guilt re- 
moved from all, vvho fhall fly for refuge to 
the Almighty Saviour : but the penitent 
fliall be treated as a Son who never had of- 
fended. He fhall be reflored to the fulnefs 
of his heavenly Father's favor : fhall be filled 
by the Holy Ghofl, the Sanftifier and the 
Comforter, with grace and flrcngth and 
Joy : fhall be fupported from above in life 
and in death : fhall receive back from the 
grave his body, no longer corruptible, but 
an'ayed in glory : fhall dwell in heaven for 
ever. Such then is the Lord our God whom 
we are to love, the Fathex-, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, our Creator, pur Redeemer, 
our Sanftifier, our rock of defence^ our 

vt% light. 
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light, our hope, our confolation, our exceed- 
ing great reward. 

11. The commandment, in the next place^ 
declares the meafure of love which we owe to 
the Lord our God. Thou, fhalt love Him 
with all thy hearty and with all thyfoul^ and 
with all thy mind ; with all the faculties, 
powers, and exertions of the body^ and of the 
foul. The words of the commandment are 
fo forcible, and fo comprehenfive, that it is 
difficult to add to them in the way of expla- 
nation, without weakening and narrowing 
their meaning. They include every thing. 
They require every manifeftation of love, 
which, at any time, and in any manner, we 
can render to the Lord our God. 

Do they then require too much ? Are 
you tempted to think them fomewhat un- 
reafonable in their demand ? While you 
allow that a large return of love is due from 
you to God ; are you fecretly difpofed to fay 
that a fomewhat lower degree of love to Him 
than that which the text defcribes' would have 
fatisfied the claim ? Confider well with your- 
felves. Look to your hearts, your bodies, 
your fouls, your underftandings, your poC- 
feffions. Point out the faculty, the powet, 
the attainment, the article of property,, the 
pofleffion, for which you do not ftand in- 
debted 
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dcbtcd to the free goodnefs of God : and the 
word of God will grant that with that facuU 
ty,.with that power, with that attainment, 
with that article of property, with that pof- 
ieflion, you ar6 not bound to fhew forth love 
to God. What do you produce ? Nothing ? 
No faculty, no power, no attainment, either 
of body, or of mind, no article of property, 
no poffeffipn, for which you are not indebt- 
ed to God ? Not one ? Not even one ? And 
yet you complain that you are required to 
love Him in every thing ! You owe to Him 
all that *you are, all that you have, all for 
which you hope : and yet complain becaufe 
you are commanded to love Him with all 
your heart, and with all your foul, and with 
all your mind ! 

Perhaps, however, you may ftate, that you do 
not think that the love which the text requires 
you to fhew to the Lord your God, is in itfelf 
toogrcat, pr that any degree of love to God can 
be toogr^t: but thatyou areat a lofs to under- 
ftanfl how this entire and conftant furrender 
of the heart to the love of God can be compa- 
tible with the cliams which your families and 
friends have iipon your affedtions, and with 
the necel&ry bufineft pf life, " If I am 
" bound," you fay, ** invariably to love 
ss Qpd with ^l my hearty and foul, and 

«3 "mindi 
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** mind ; there fecms no opening left for 
permiflion to love my fellow-creatures, 
ftrongly as the Scriptures command me- to 
" love all men, and efpecially thofe of my 
" own houfehold. And if to manifeft my 
love to God muft be my conftant objcft, 
my continual employment : how am I 
to difcharge my worldly duties ? How am 
*' I to be not Jlothful in bufinefs ? How am I 
" to engage in bufmefs at all. 

Now, my brethren, you may lay it down 
as a general rule, that when the word of God 
fets before .you two commandments, which 
at firft fight appear contrary each to • the 
other \ you will not only find, on fair exa- 
mination, that they are not contrary to each 
other, when rightly underftood ; but you 
will alfo find that to underftand them rightly 
is not to take away the folid meaning, or to 
leffen the plain and natural force, either of 
the one or of the other. And thus in the 
inftance before us, fober refleftion will con- 
vince you, that to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and foul, and mind, will 
not interfere with warm affedlion to your 
families, your relations, your friends, nor 
with induftry in yoilr worldly callings : an4 
that love to your fellow-creatures, and dili^ 
pnce in your proper bufinefs, need not to 

*8 prevent 
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prevent you from keeping the firft: and great 
coxamandmcnt of loving the Lord your God, 
with all your heart, and with all your fouj, 
^nd with all your mind. 

To make thefe truths evident, we muft 
examine more particularly what this com- 
mandment requires. 

To love God with all our heart, and 
foul, and mind, cleady implies^ that we are 
to love Him beyond comparifon better than 
we love any. other ^obje;6l. We are not to love 
any, other obje<Sl more than we love him. 
For he, faith Qur Lord, that loveth father or 
mother more than Me^^i^ not 'worthy of Me. 
And be that lo^veth fon or daughter more than 
Me^ is not worthy of Me (c). Wc are to love 
Him beyond compariibn better than we love 
any other objeft. For if any ^tan come unto 
Me^ adds our Sayioufy and hate not his father 
and mother J and wife ^ and children^ andbre^ 
tbretij and fjiersy yea^ and bis own life alfo j 
be cannot be my difciple (d). If tJ^e love which 
a perfon bears to his deareft earthly object, 
be not fo inferior to his love to God, that it 
may in compaiifon be named hatred: he 
cannot be the difciple of Chrift, he does not 
love the Lord his God with all His heart. 
But is it not very poffible to love father and 

H4 mothei^ 
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mother, and wife, and child, and brothcTji 
^nd fiftei: warmly, and y6t tq love them bc-i 
yond comparifon lef? than you loye God I 
\s it not very poflible to Ipve each of themi 
with cordial affeftion ; and yet to be at th? 
fame time willing to give up each of them 
and all of then^, if duty to God f hould 
require the facrifice ; to be willing to offend 
pach of them and all of them, rather than to 
fail in love to God by breaking, in order to 
pleafe them, the leaft of his commandments? 
If your love to them, be it ever fo affeftionatc, 
be kept thus in fubje6iion to your love to 
God ; it interferes not with the firft and 
great commandment. Nay more ; much more. 
Being an aft of obedience to others of His 
commandments, which require you to che^ 
rifti a tcndef love for thofe of your own 
houfehold, fpf all with whom you are con- 
nefted, for all mankind ; it is even itfelf, in 
its place and degree, an aft of obedience to 
that firft and grpat commandment : it is" one 
of the tokens' and tcftimonies that you are 
ftriving to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your foulj and with 
all your mind. 

In the next place; to love God in the man- 
ner defcribed in the text implies, that we de- 
lire to do all things according to His will, and 
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for the advancement of His glory. Wilfully 
to continue in any habit of fin is inconfiftent, 
not only with loving God with all our heart, 
and foul, and mind, but with any difpofitions 
approaching towards that ftate. Faithful 
obedience unto holinefs is the fruit and the 
proof of love to Cod. jH>, faith our Lord, 
that hath My commandments and keepeth ,them^ 
be it is that lovetbMe. Hethat lovethMe noty keep^ 
eth not Myfayings (e). And if we are not an- 
xious to promote the glory of God, itismanifeft 
that we do not Ibve Him. For what purpofe 
is a chriftian to let his light fojhine before men^ 
that they may fee his good works ? In order that 
they may be led to glorify his Father who is in 
heaven (f J. How is he in his own conduft 
Ao glor&y God ? Herein^ anfwers our Lord^ 
is my Father glorified 5 that ye bear mtuh 
fnfit (g). And what fruit? The fruit of 
rigliteoufiiefs. I pray ^ faith St. Paul,</i&^ 
ye may be filed with the fruits of righteoif^ 
nefsy which are by Jefus Cbrijl unto the glory and 
fraife of God (h) . And what arc the univei - 
Tal diref^ons delivered on this fubjeft in the 
Scriptures ? Whatjhever ye do^ di all to the 
glory of God y that God may in all things beglo^ 
rifiid through Jefus Chrijl (i). He then who 

{e) John» XIV. 2i>24. (/) Matt. v. i6. (g) Joliny xv. S* 
ih) Fhilipp.ixt II. (1) I Cor.x. 51. i Pcjuin ii. 
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is the fervant of Mammon not only doei 
not glorify God, but oppofes his glory; 
not only does not love God with all his heart, 
but does not love him at alL If you fet your 
heart on worldly poffeflions ; if you have your 
treafure upon earth ; if, as St. Paul fpeaks, 
you will be rich (k) ; if you are refolved to be 
rich at any rate, or at leail are eagerly fet 
upon being rich 5 if .you are purfuing your 
calling, whatever the nature of your . em- 
ployment may be, ivy any deceitful manner, 
in any unjuft way ; or in a fpirit of ambi- 
tion, or in a fpirit of covetoufnefs, or in 
fhort in a fpirit of felfifhnefs: you are 
not obeying God, you are not glorifying 
God, you are not loving God, But 
cannot bufinefs be purfued in other ways, 
with another fpirit ? Cannot a worldly em- 
ployment be followed from chriftian pfincir 
pies, for chriftian .purpofes, with chriftian 
tempers, according to chriftian rules ? Is it 
neceflkry that in your dealings you ftiould 
be grafping> or impofing, or oppreflive, or 
ambitious, or covetous, or felfifti ? Is it not 
poffible to obey God, to glorify God, to 
fhew continual love to God, in your bufinefs 
and by your bufinefs ? Suppofe yourfelf to 
know a perfon diligent and profperous in his 
worldly, concerns, yet ftedfeftly endeavouring 

{k) 1 Tim* ti. 9, 

to 
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to pleafe God in all his tranfa6iions : nfxt 
Jlothful in bujinefs, but at the fame timey^^r-* 
'oent infpirit^ ferving the Lord (/)• Obferve 
fuch a f>erfon, before he undertakes any plan, 
ferioufly examining whether it be juft ; whe- 
ther fuccefs in it will probably conduce to his 
religious welfare, or at leaft will not be 
likely to injure it, Obfei-ve him fcrupuloufly 
fhunning all artifices, all undue advantages 
of every kind, in carrying on his concerns : 
and though at the facrifice of confidcrable 
profit, at the rifk of much offence, and 
even of much contempt, faithful in abflain- 
ing from breaking the fabbath, and from: 
caufmg his fervants to break it. Obferve 
him in the midft of his occupations maintain- 
ing the habit of confecrating every day to God 
by prayer, and by meditation on. the Scrip- 
tures. Obferve him, when riches encreafe, 
not fetting his heart upon them, but living 
detached from them, as a fi-ranger and a 
pilgrim feeking a better country. Obferve 
him, when troubles and difappointments 
arife, not only refigned, but cheerful, alwayi 
and for all things giving thanks {m), Obferve 
him ready to dijiribute {ri) 5 ever willing to 
communicate to the difbrefTed of the talents 

(/) Rom. xiL II. (m) Eph. v. zo. 

(^} I Tub* ri. f 8. 
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entrufted to him, and from a principle 
of chriftian charity, as the fteward of God, 
Obferve him watchful to make his very buii- 
nefs an inftmment of promoting religion, by 
encouraging piety, by countenancing chrif- 
tian morality, by checking fin, by fpreading 
religious knowledge, in the circle in which 
he moves, efpecially among his own depcn^ 
dents. What fhall be faid of fuch a cha- 
rafter ? That man, whoever he may bc^ 
whatever his line of life n^ay be, while he 
labours with induftry in his lav^fiil calling, 
is feeking firft the kingdom of God and His 
righteoufnefs, While he lays up treafure 
for himfelf, he is alfo rich towards God. 
He loves God, his very exertions in his bufi- 
nefs are among the proofs that he loves God, 
with all his heart, and with all his foul, an4 
with all his mind. Go and do thou liken 
wife. 

I fear, my brethren, that if ws are in^par- 
tial in compving our own feelings and pro-s 
ceedings with this firft and great command- 
ment, we fhall find that our love to God is 
much more defeftivq than we have been ac- 
cuftpmed to fuppofe. How little do we a6t 
as if we Ipved God with all our hearts ! If 
we thus loved |^im, our chief delight would 
b9 in thinking of V^xm^ in f9Jrvipg Hip, in 

obey^ng^ ' 
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obeying Him, in glorifying Him. Is this 
the cafe with us ? No. We rather feem to 
think of Him with reluftance ; to look 
upon His laws as burthens ; to praife Him 
with lukewarmnefs ; to be indifferent to Hirf^ 
glory. We meafure out our fervice to Him, 
and with a fparing hand. We appear afraid 
of doing more for His fake than is . abfo- 
lutely neccffary: defirous of contriving to 
have jufl fb much religion, and yet juft as 
little religion, as may be required to fecure 
an entrance into Heaven. Is this ftate of 
the heart confiftent with loving God with 
all tte heart ? Would fuch a flate be pof- 
fibk, if wc thus loved Him ? If a man loves 
a relation or a friend, does he limit himfelf 
to think of him no more than is abfbhitely 
neceflary, to pleafe him no more than is ab- 
fblutely neceflary ? How fpeaks the voice of 
affection ? Does it fay ; " How little will be 
" fiiflicient for me to do for this perfon V^ 
k not its language this : " How much may 
" I be able to do for him ?" Does it fay ; 
" Surely I have done enough already ?" Is 
not its language ; " How fhould I rejoice in 
" an opportunity of doing more ?" My bre- 
thren ; if we arc on the watch left we fhould 
have too much religion, it is evident that 
we wifh that we might be excufed from 

having 
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having any. If we are careful left wc fhoiild 
love God too much, -it is plain that wc do 
not love Him at all. We may be afraid of 
Him, and may do various thmgs through 
diead of Him; but we do not love Him. 
Be not apprehenfive of having too mudi 
religion : be apprehenlive of having too 
little. And too little you certainly have, if 
you are meafuring it and weighing it left it 
fhould be too much. Men may be inju- 
dicious in their ways of fhewing their ear- 
neftnefs.in religion : but to be too religious 
is impoffible. Is it poffible to be too free 
from fin ; too pure, too upright, too fincere, 
too peaceable, too affeftionate, too forgiving, 
too free from pride, and from covetoufsnefs, 
and from envy, and from difcontcnt; too 
like unto the Lord Jefus Chrift ? Is it pof- 
fible to be too watchful for confcicnce' fake 
to render unto all their dues \ to love your 
neighbour as yourfelf\ to follow that hoUftefs^ 
without which no man Jhall fee the Lordf Is it 
poffible to be too earneft to efcape the damna-- 
tion of hell? Is it poffible to be too folicitous 
to fecure through the blood of your Re- 
deemer an eternal inheritance of glory ? Is 
it poffible to love the Lord your God too 
much ? He commands you to love Him with 
all your heart, and with all your foul, and 

with 
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with all your mind. Can you love him 
riiore ? And do you love him fufficiently, if 
you love him lefs ? If we can talk of loving 
God too much, or of being too earned in 
religion ; we fhew either that we ill under^ 
ftand what religion and the love of God are; 
or that they are things for which in our 
hearts we have little relifh. 

If to love the Lord your God with all the 
heart, foul, and mind, is the duty of man; it 
is alfo his happinefs. Great peace have they 
that love thy law^ Lord. There is no peace ^ 
faith my God y to the wicked. Let them that 
hoe thy name^ be joyful in Thee: for Thou^ 
Lordy will blefs the righteous. God keepeth 
mercy for them that love Him. If a man love 
A&, il^ Father will love him : and we will 
iome unto him^ and make our abode with him {o). 
So tcftifies the Scripture, Is there not an- 
other witnefs ? Yes : Experience. Enquire 
of thofe who, in their earlier days, lived 
without l6ve to God; envying, haraffing, 
deceiving, oppreffing their neighbour, leek- 
ing fatisfaftion in their own devices, and 
fiicceedirig in their purfuits after worldly 
objefts and immoral gratifications; but af- 
terwards were turned by divine grace Into 

{o) Pf. cxix. i65« If. Ivii. %u P(« V. 11^ 12. Nehem. i. 5. 
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new paths, were taught to fet their afie£tiom 
on things above^ and principally on the Lord 
their God. They will tell you, that it is only 
fince the love of God has been fhed, abroad 
in their hearts by His Spirit, that they have 
loiown what it is to be happy. They will 
tell yoUj that in the worldly fuccefs, in the 
noify merrimentj in the finfiil indulgences^, 
in which they formerly looked for delight, 
they found emptinefs, vanity, vexation. 
They will tell you that, in proportion as 
they have been enabled to love God more 
and more warmly, they have enjoyed iit 
greater and greater abundance that peace of 
God which paffeth all underflanding ; that 
they have enjoyed, in ficknefs as in health, 
in adverfity as in profperity, more and more 
pf that ferenity of foul, of thofe inward 
confolations, which the world can neither 
give nor take away* Shall the Scriptures 
ipeak to you in vain ? Shall univerfal expe-^ 
rience be loft upon you ? Will you perfift in 
jfearching for happinefs in the paths where 
millions have fought it in vain; and ftill 
rcfufe to ieek it in the track where no one 
.who fought it was in the end difappointed. 
,May the Lord direB your hearts into the love 
^ God{py May He teach you^ to furrender 

Xi^) 2 Theff. in. 5. 
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them entirely unto Him, to fix them en- 
tirely upon Him; and to prove that you 
love Him above all things by loving for His 
fake your neighbour as yourfelf, and by 
ii^mlg in all things unto the Son of God 
who died for you, ■ 
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. "s, vii, 26. 
„ j*'e Brethren. 

.;• .-.i; been adopted in his in- 
: V daughter of Pharaoh as 
^ »::l he was forty years of age 
I :he King of Egypt. In the 
•.vriod of Iiis life, bui in what 
.: the Scriptures do not men- 
a: a divine intimation that he 
: :o be the perfon, who fliould 
. K ;>.ilvlren of Ifrael from that houfe 
v4-v.aj,c- When he was now full forty 
.^v .xj. '^* Appears to have imagined that 
•w ^*c their deliverance was come. He 
o^ciht^ and looked on their burdens, in 
.^£»4»vHi that fome favourable opportu- 
"^ .^^iild fpccdily arife of convincing his 
.'^ .aviiK^n that, by his means, they were to 
''*'*^^^^l from the oppreflion under which 
^ they 
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they groaned. Soon did he conclude that 
the opportunity prefented itfelf. Seeing one 
. of the IfraelitesyS^r wrongs he defended him^ 
and avenged him that was opprejfed, and/mote 
the Egyptian. For he fuppofed his brethren 
would have underjlood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them : but they underjiood 
not. Again going forth among them on the 
following dsjy htjhewed him/elf unto them as 
they firove : he interfered between two of 
them who were engaged in a violent conteft 
each with the other, and would have fet them 
at one again -, would have caufed them mu- 
tually to ceafe from offering injury, and 
would have reconciled them. What was 
the argument which he employed to lead 
them to right tempers and right conduft? 
It was this fimple ajid emphatical truth : 
SirSy ye are brethren . 

In what refpefts were the Jews brethren ? 
In the firft place, they w^fe all defcended 
from Adam and Eve, the common parents 
of the human race. Thus were they all 
boni of one blood, partakei'S of one nature. 
In this refpeft they were equally brethren to 
each other and to all mankind. But, in 
ihe next place, the general confanguinity 
of man with man vaniflied in comparifon 
yfvS^ theJ particular relation between Jew 

12 and 
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. :o trace baci: 
;:der to prove 

.. :>m the creation. 
On Bro - ..^^-sd the patriarch 

.;.v all derived their 
...ai of the father of 
;.:s not necefTary to 
; high as Abraham. 
, vilerity of his grand* 
caey were accaftomed 
.:u;cr themlelves as bre* 
J^OSr ^-; ^f having already been 

''^ , .oraied into a feparatc 

J^^^ *^^ . j.\:it by their manners and 

^^ *^'^' ..: .loin the Canaanites while 

^^^^ .:C In Canaan, and from the 

P^^' _ /\ov had come down into 

^^^ ' ■ \ , though they had not as 

_ . . s\i ^is a nation into an open 

..i x*vxt> amidll the aweful folem- 

_,.|\iii>lug the delivery of the law 

..w.*^ finals they were entitled to 

.^uvcl>c:J as joint-heirs of the pro- 

,^^^< oiUo Abraham, of the privileges 

^,;;i5^s pivlcnt or future, which God 

^.^;^il\ plalged Himfelf to confer on 

i^. ^v* imy prefume, or the moft im- 
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:c, were the views, which Mo fes 
CO bring before the two con- 
aclites, whom he w^ anxious to 
lom offering injury the one to the 
Let us obferve with what juftice 
.'ponding views may be prefented to the 
.:iidcration of Chriftians. 
Chriftians are the defcendents of Adam 
and Eve ; and, as fuch, partake of one blood, 
of one nature. They cannot indeed, like the 
Jews, trace up their origin to fome common 
anceftor (hort of Adam: becaufe, through 
the unbounded mercy of their. Heavenly 
Father, they are gathered out of many kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and peoples, and lan- 
guages, by Him who was to be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, by Him in whom all 
the nations of the easth fliould be bleffed. 
Still, however, Chriftians, no lefs than the 
Jewsj derive their earthly 4efcent from the 
lame ftock. As the Jews were to have no 
communication with idolaters; fo likewife 
are the fcrvants of Chrift enjoined to keep 
themielves apart from an unbelieving world, 
to have no fellowfhip with the workers of 
iniquity. They have heard the exprefs com-r 
mand, Come out from among tbem^ and be ye 
Jefairate^ faith the Lord{a)^ and touch not the 

(<l) 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
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and Jew. The Jews had nr • ''^ 

their origin to Adam in 
tlicmfelves to be kindred 
Ihoit two thoufand year 
They refrcd when thcv ^^ 

Abraham. From hi: ' .s of 

Inrth, the common '''y ^^^"^ 

the faithfuh N.: -' ^^^ ^^^i" 

continue the {v.j ^med through 

All of them wx; .>rdmances. To 

fon Jacob. I . '■^^^^ *^^^ effeftual 

and required '''°°^ °^ ^^ Lord 

thren, in cc. ' -•^'y fliadowed foith 

in fome i ■' Temple. To them 

people, :-u. ••' ?^"^ne lanftilication 

inltitu; ; . . "■ -' >" Spi"t, which was re- 

tlvSw .. v-:rts by the wafhings and 

],\-s ^ -s ordained in the Ceremo- 

t \ ^ ^ ..tians is unfolded that glo- 

> * trnaineth in Heaven for the 
.... oc which the reft to be en- 
, .;.^i of Canaan was but a type. 
. *-:• then be faid unto Chrif- 
, ; j*f brethren ? Is it without 
.:-. .is.* f-ord Jefus Chrift and Iii$ 
^' nxxjuently prefs this confidcra- 
-icii- followers ? If the addrefs, 
- : «. was calculated to call forth 
. 5,» v^f a Jew towards a Jew j how 

afteclionatc 
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^^ otions wliich they ought 

Chriftian towards a 

" Jew powerful 

.awards his bro- 

c; motives which it 

-inds, in particular, of 

.ich is brought into clearer 

;iifideration that we all are 

.1 is injuftice. Obferve the xA^poftle 
.ilLinftly applying the confideration 
. c us to fins of this defcription. To the 
1 hcffalonians he declares, This is the will of 
GoJy that no man go beyond^ and defraud his 
brother in any matter 5 becaufe that the I^ord is 
the ofuenger of allfuch^ as nve alfo have for e-- 
yarned you and tejlijied {b). Again, to the 
Corinthians he write? \ Brother goeth to law 
mtb brother^ and that before the unbelievers. 
Why do ye not rather take wrong ? Why do ye 
mt rather fuffer yourfihes to be defrauded? 
tlflyyou do wrMg and defraud i and that^ your 
brrtkren (e). U a man plots iniquity ^gainft 
^Kxfe pcribns with whom he is united by px* 
traor^jpsfy ties ; ijF he oppreiTes an4 plun- 
ders thofe whom he is fpecially bound to 

(*) X ThdT. iy. 6. [c) i Cor. yi. $—8. 

14 protect i 



I20 On Brotherly Love. 

proteft • is not his fin highly aggravated ? 
Such is our fin, if we plot iniquity againft 
each other ; if wc opprefs or plunder each 
other 5 if we in any refpeft defraud or 
'wrong each other. We all are brethren. 

Next, obferve how this confideratipn bears 
upon fins of unkindnefs. To various V>f- 
fences of this clafs it is applied in Scripture, 
Thus St. Paul, after having decided in tlie 
affinnative a queftion warmly agitated in hi* 
days, whether it was lawful to eat meat which 
had been offered by the heathen in the tem- 
ples of their idols, and was afterwards fold 
in the market for food ; ftrongly warns the 
Corinthians a^inft eating it, if they ftiould 
perceive that by fuch a proceeding, though 
in itfelf lawful, they fhould be in danger of 
leading any perfon, who doubted on the 
fiibjeft, to partake of the meat notwithftand- 
ing his fcruples. Take heed^ faith the Apoftle, 
kji hy any means this liberty of yours become a 
fiumbUng'hlock to them that are weak. For if 
any man fee thee^ which hafi knowledge^ fit at 
meat in the idoVs temple ; Jhall not the confcience 
of him that is weak be emboldened to eat thofe 
things which are offered to idols ? And through 
thy knowledge Jhall the weak brother perijh^ for 
fvhom Chrij^ died. But when ye fo^ Jin againji 
ibe bfethreny and wound their weak confcience^ 
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ytfin againji Chriji {d). Grudge not one againji 
another^ brethren^ faith St. James, leji ye be 
cmdemned. Behold the Judge jiandeth at the 
door. Speak not evil one of another^ brethren. 
He that fpeaketh evil of his brother ^ andjudgeth 
his brother, fpeaketh evil of the Law, and 
judge th the Law {e). On the guilt of failing 
in any branch of love to a brother, St, John 
repeatedly dwells. He that faith he is in the 
light, and hateth his brother^ is in darknefs even 
until now. In this the children of God are ma- 
nifejiedj and the children of the Devil : whofo- 
ever doeth not righteoufnefs is not of God^ nei- 
ther he that loveth not his brother. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whofo- 
ever hateth his brother is a murderer. If a man 
' Jay, I love God, and hateth his brother, be is a 
liar. For he that loveth not his brother, whom 
he hathfeen\ how can he love God, whom he hath 
notfeen {f) ? If you were fimply to hear of a 
man conducing himfelf in a very unkind 
way towards fome other perfons ; you would 
be latisfied from that account alone, before 
you had inquired who the perfons were to- 
wards whom he gifted thus, that he had 
committed a great fin. But how much 
greater would his fin appear to you, if you 
]hould learn that tjie pbjefts of his unkind- 

(J) 1 Cor. viii. 9 — 12. (e) James, iv. 11. v; 9. 

If) I John, ii. 9: 111. so, 14, 15. IT. 20. 
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nefs were no others than the fons of his qwa 
father and mother 1 Thus aggravated is oujp 
guilt in the fight of our Heavenly father «n4 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, wlien we commit aft 
aft of unkindnefs againft one of our Chriftian 
brethren. 

Thirdly. We may notice how forcibly 
the confideration, that we all are brethsccHi^ 
expofes the grievous finfulnefs oi that mpft 
prevailing fin, both among the rich and 
among the. poor, Pride. 

So it is applied by Saint Paiil : Why deft 
thou Jit at nought thy brother ? For we Jball all 
Jiand before the Judgement-feat of Chrift (^)., 
It lies alfo at the root of the reproof which 
St. James addrefles to thofe who, while- pro* 
feffing the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the Lord of glory, had refpedl of perfons j 
and even when affembled for religious wor- 
fhip, received the rich with flattering diftino* 
tions, and flicwed by their contemptuous 
treatm^it of any poor man who came into 
the place of worfliip, how little they felt to* 
wards him as towards a brother (A). If J 
did dcfpife^ fays Job, the cauje of my man-fer^ 
vanty or of my maid-fervant^ when they Contends 
ed with me ^ what then JImU I do when God 
rifeth up ? And when He viftetb^ what Jhall 1 
anfwer Him ? Did not he that made me in the 

{g) Rom. 5civ. 10. .(^) Jawcsi a. 1—4 
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mmiy make him ? And did not onefq/hion us in 
the womb (/) ? No man^ faith the Scripture, 
hateth bis awnjlejh. Can any man rationally, 
can any man confiftently with natural ftjel- 
ing, (iejfpile his own flefh ? Yet we ^re all 
members one of another; brethren by na- 
ture, brethren in Chrift, Whoever defpifeth 
another, defpifeth his own flefh. Whoever 
^fplays pride under any (hape towards a feU 
lowChriftian, difplays it towaids a brother for 
whom Chrift died. He fcorhs a brother of 
Ms ovv?i; he fcorns a brother of the Loixi Jafus. 

Let us now obferve in what manner the 
circumftance of our being brethren is em-J- 
j^yed in the Scriptures, to conftrain us, 
after having ceafed to do evil, to learn to do 
good ; with what energy it prefles upon U5 
tike difpofitions which we are to cherifti, and 
the coniiuft which we are to manifeft, one 
tpHrards another. 

Here we niay notice in the firft place, 
that the name by which univerfally the apof- 
tles addref? Chriftians, is Brethren. When 
they mention perfons who are not Chriftians, 
their delcription is, they that are of the con^ 
irary part^ they that are without {k)^ not with- 
in the pale of Chriftian brotherhood. To 

{/) Job, XXXI. 13—15. (i) Tit. 11. 8. I Cor. v. 12, 13. 

I Tbeff. IV. 12, I Tim. ili« 7. 
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iciifes ? 
; affeftion 
. ards a Chrif- 
jccaufe they are 
aife61ion is accord- 
i^lain terms, which 
• :':n«i^ion. tionour all 
;: :d. As we hdve there-- 
::: do good unto all men : 
n \cho are of the houfehold 
:hat are our brethren in 
.- examine the particular 
^ New Teftament, we meet 
.* which the duty of regard- 
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Be kindly affeBioned one to 
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'hg the truth through the 

' of the brethren ; fee 

-^ pure heart fer-- 

^-^efrom Hirriy 

rr alfo {m). 

..lore dilrin6lly 

. we are to exercife 

cthren ; and clearly 

' lorbearance which can 

^ cowards them, no perfbnal 

.zAl for theh' fake. Lord^ faid 

..:ito Chi'ift ; How oftjhall my bro-- 

■ '•'i'^^V^ ^^1 ^'^^ ^ forgive him ? Till 
.' times? yefus faith ujito him^ I fay not unto 
*:k't% until f even times : but until feventy times 
feven («)• On another occafion our Saviour 
deUvered this command to his difciples : 
Take heed to yourfelves. If thy brother 
trejpafs againji thee feven times in a day^ 
and feven times in a day^ turn again 
to tbee faying^ I repent -y thou fhalt forgive 
bfm {0). If meaty faitli St. Paul, make my bro- 
ther to offend y I will eat nofiejh while the world 
fiandetby lejilmakc my brother to offend {p). 
At. another time the fame apoftle declaies, 
afiter the moil folemn appeal to God; I could 
uijh that myfelf were accurfed from Chrijiy 

. .' (a) Rom. zK. io« Hcbr. xiii. i . 1 Pet. i. 5» 7. i Pet. 111. S. 
Lnkct zxii. 53. x Pet. i. 22. i T»^n, iv. 2c. 
(s) Mittili vtvi. 21, ^2« {0) Tuvkt, XYii. 3i 4. 

/{p) 1 CorYiii. 13. 
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fubjefted to judgements in this world, foch 
as thofe which were about to be inflicted oft 
the Jews, for my brethren. For what bre- 
thren ? The apoftle adds, For my kin/men ac^ 
cording to thefeJJ? {q): for his unconverted 
and unrepenting and perfecuting countrymen 
the Ifraelites. What then would he not 
have thought it his duty to fufFer in the pre*- 
fent life for the good of his Chriflian bre- 
thren ? St. John's language is equally clear 
and impreflive : Hereby perceive we the lovi 
of God J becaufe he laid down his life for us : 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the bre-^ 
thren (r). Even when a profefled ChriftiaA 
refufed obedience to the commands of the in-^ 
fpired apoftles of Chrift, and was^ on that. 
account, t3 be openly difowned by the 
church, and treated according to our Lord's 
dire6tion, as, a heathen man and a publican ^ 
the love of brotherhood was not to be for- 
gotten. We command yoii^ brethren^ in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Chrijly that ye withdta^ 
yourfelves from every brother that walketh dif^ 
orderly^ and not after the tradition received of 
us. And if any man obey not our word by this 
epijilc'y note that man^ and have no company 
with him^ that he may be ajhamed. Tet count hint 
not as an enemy > but admonijh him as a brother. 

(g) Rom.ix. v^% (r) J John^ai. i6« 

In 
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in other paffages, love for Chiift's fake to ouf 
Chriftian brethren is pointed out as the mark 
fey which we may judge whether we are per- 
fbnally in a ftate of Salvation, or not. Whofo 
iath this worlds good^ andfeetb his brother have 
needy andjhutteth up his bowels ofcompajjionfrom 
Urn ; how dwellefh the love of God in him f He 
that loveth not his brother, abideth in death. 
Behvedy let us Jove one another j for love is of 
Gody and every one thdt lovetb is born of Gody 
and knoweth God. If we love one another^ God 
dwelletb in uSy and his love is perfected in us. 
We know that we have pajfedfrom death unt9 
Ufey hecaufewe love the brethren (/). 
. The occafion upon which Mofes fpoke 
the words of the text farnifties an additional 
leflbn ciofely connedted with our fubje6l^ 
SirSy faid he to the two> contending Ifraelites, 
ITe are brethren. Why do ye wrong one to another? 
^ffzs this addrefs favourably received by both 
. of them ? No. Which party was it that re* 
fiiied to liften to Mofes ? He that did his neighs 
i$ur wrong thruji Mofes away^fayifig^ Who made 
itte a ruler and a judge over us ? It was the 
fiutti who was doing wrong to the other that 
Aiiit his ears and his heart againfl: the confide^ 
ratixxiy ihzt he and his neighbour were bre^ 
tiiren. Let us accuftom ourfelyes to apply 
^s hOi to our own condu6): ; to try our own 

(#} 2 Thcff. ill. 6. I4i45« {t) I Jcphfli iiu 14. 17. iv. 7. 12. 

6 pro- 
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proceedings by the rule which it fcts befoit 
us. Whenever we feel rehidlance in^ oiur 
mind unequivocally to acknowledge a par- 
ticular perfon as a brother, and cordially tcJ 
treat him in aU refpefts as a brother ; wc 
may be afTured that our afiual diipofitipn is 
more or lefs to do wrong to him. • Wc are 
imder the influence of injuftice towards him; 
or of unkindnefs ; or, as Is moft frequeatly 
the cafe, of pride. 

Finally, the unity of Chriftian hrpther- 

. hood does not deftroy thofe earthly diftinc- 
tions between man and man, which God has 
appointed for the good of the whole family of 
Chrifl. On the contraiy, it fupplies a new 
motive fw the confcientious difcharge of all 
the relative duties belonging to our ftation. 
Thus St. Paul, fpeaking of fervants fays ; 
They that have believing majiers^ let them not 
defpife them becaufe they are brethren j let them^ 
not imagine that, becaufe as Chriflians they 

' are brethren to their mailers, and on a level 
with them in the fight of God, they may oa 
that account be the lefs attentive to their ' 

• 

commands : but rather let them do themfer^ 
vice becaufe they are faithful and beloved^- par* 
takers of the benefit («) . Let the very circum- 
fiance of the mafler being a Chriftian bro- 
ther, incline and animate his Chriftian bro- 

(«) X Tim. vi 1. 

• tjier. 
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tlicr, the fervant to be the more earneft to 
confult his mafter's wifties, and to honour 
luUi by prompt and faithful obedience. And 
is not this a juft and a powerful argument ? 
Is it not an argument of univerfal applica- 
tion ? Who would not feel the more defi- 
rous to render fervite, to manifeft kindnefs^ 
to fulfil every a^ of duty, to another perfon, 
incbniequence of that perfon's being hds bro- 
ther ? " Protect that man's rights the more 
" watchfully ; for he is thy brother. Ho- 
" nour him the more cheerfully ; for he is 
" thy brother. Confult his comfort and 
" his welfare the more ftedfaftly ; for he is 
" thy brother. Love him the more fervent- 
" ly with a pure heart ; for he is thy bro- 
" ther." Whether we are in a higher or in 
a lower ftation, 'whether we rule or ferve ; 
can we be infenfible to tlie force of fuch an 
argument ? Sirs^ ye all are brethren. In this 
confideration let the rich and the poor, the 
great and the humble, rejoice alike : for on 
its praftical influence the happinefs of all 
equally depends. While it impreflfes with new 
energy all thofe offices and branches of fub- 
ordinatioh which are eflential to the welfare 
of individuals, to the condu6l of domeftic life, 
to the public order of the world ; it foftens 
every ftrong line of diflindlion between dif- 

K ferent 
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ferctit claiTcs or between different perlbnSt 
throws a vdl over every finaller difcriftiiiia'* 
tion ; caufes us to feel, ^id to bB: as fticSft that 
feel, that all worldly diftin^ions are but for 
a day ; and teaches us to lofe fight of them aft 
in viewing our comprehenfive union of bro- 
therhood in that Redeemer, in whom fhere is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcijion nor uncir^ 
cumcijion^ barbarian^ Scythian; bond nwfret j 
^but Cbrijl is all, and in all {w). 

(w) Col* Si* 2 1* 
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On the Love of MoKey. 
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I Tim. vi. lo. 
The Love of Money is the Root cfatiEviL 

TN applying the moral precepts of Scrip- 
ture, and efpecially when we make 
the implication to our own proceedings^ 
we are accuftomed not to furvey them with 
a comprehenfive eye. We look at generals 
without being aware of the number of parti- 
culars which they involve. We vaguely con- 
template the outline of the form, when we 
ought to difcriminate the individual features. 
When we turn our thoughts to the fin of 
murder, we bring before our imagination 
the midnight aflaffin and the bloody corpfe ; 
and forget that whofoeve'r hatetb his brother is 
a murderer {a). When we refleft on the 
guilt of idolatry, we pifhire to ourfelves the 
blbd devotee proftrate before the rifing fim, 

(tf) I John ill. 15. 
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or kneeling to the image of a faint : and re- 
member not that the glutton praflically wor- 
ihips his brutifh appetitp as a god {b). 

It is thus with the text before us. When 
we read this warning againft the love of mo- 
ney, we reprefent to ourfelves the mifer brood- 
ing over his hoard. If roufed to extend our 
views, we think of the rapacious extortioner. 
There we paufe again . It is flowly and with 
difficulty that we are brought to difcem the 
wide^ yet natural and fimple, meaning of the 
apoftle. 

What is the love of Money f A ftronger dc- 
fire of worldly pofTeflions than befits a fervant 
of Chrift. Who are the perfons guilty of 
-being ailuated by the love of Money ? Not 
the mifer only and the extortioner:,; but every 
man, be he rich or poor, who indulges a 
ftronger inclination to acquire or to retain 
money than becomes a Chriftian, a ftrangef 
and pilgrim upon earth. Obferve, yet with- 
put being enfnared into a fuppofition that the 
frequency of a fm takes away from its in- 
herent finfulnefs ; obferve how common, in 
the prefent ftate of mankind, that fin of 
which we fpeak is likely to be. Money, it 
has jaftly been faid, is power-. So far as 
worldly objefts are concerned, and fo far as 

(^; Philipp* iii« 19. 

the 
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the aflertion can be true refpefting any (ingle 
inftrument of obtaining them, Money is uni- 
verfal power. It is a hand reaching to the 
horizon, and bringing back every thing 
which it grafps. Is a man folicitous for a 
fpacious dwelling, and correfponding accom- 
modations around him ? Money purchales 
them. Is he anxious for fplendour ? Money 
procures it. Is he ambitious of diftin6lion ? 
Money commands it. Is he eager to run the 
round of amufements ? Money places him in 
every point of the circle. Is he bent on the 
gratificatio.ns of luxury ? Money buys them 
all. For the furtherance of almoft every 
wifh, for the accomplifhment of almoft every 
plan, terminating in the prefent life. Mo- 
ney offers helps, facilities, and ftrength. 
While it is the inftrument of evil in the 
hands of the wicked, it is the inftrument 
of good in the hands of the, righteous ; 
and from that very circumftance is not fel- 
dimi overvalued by the righteous themfelves. 
In the ordinary profeflions of life, among 
the higher claffes. and among the lower, 
the acquiiition of money is a principal ob- 
je6t. That objeft, which men are conftantly 
exerting themfelves to attain, they are under 
8 (Tpntinual inducement to prize too highly* 

IC3 Nuni- 
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Numbers too, in every rank, are in the habit 
of yearly accumulation for the purpofe of 
lilting provifion for their children : a pur- , 
pofe, when , reftridled within the limits of ; 
Chriftiaa moderation, commendable and re- 
quifite ; but frequently overfteping its law- 
ftil bounds, and even when it has become 
deeply tin6hired with avarice or ambition, 
retaining the deluding femblance of parental 
afFe6lion. Then there are few perfbns, 
however affluent, who have not experienced, 
during fhorter or longer periods, embarrafT* 
ments in confequence of a deficiency of mo- 
ney ; and a tendency to be too anxious fof 
money as a fecurity againft the recurrence 
of difficulties. To the young, money recom- 
mends itfelf as the medium of indulgence ; 
to perfons farther advanced in years, as a 
fafeguard againft the neceffities and the dii- 
refpeft fuppofed to impend over old age. ' It 
is money likewife which is praftically feen to 
draw the main line of demarcation between 
different claffes of fociety ;, between the fub- 
ordinate divifions of the different clafTes ; nay 
almoft between individual and individual in 
each divifion. Can we wonder that it is over- 
rated by the world ? Under this diverfity of 
allurement, under this force of example, 
where is the man who is not in danger of be- 
ing 
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ing entangled by the love of money* ? What 
but the grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift can 
fortify him againft the temptation ? 

^be love of Money is the root of all evil. A 
fhort but molt emphatical charadler. .What 
does it imply ? Does the apoftle affirm that 
whenever a finful deed is committed, the 
origin of it may be traced to the love of 
Money ? No. He affirms that there is no con- 
ceivable fin, which the love of money may 
not perfuade a man to commit. 

To bring forwaid fbme examples of the 
truth of Saint Paul's declaration may con- 
tribute, under the divine blefling, to ipiprefs 
upon us the greatnefs of the danger, againft 
which he would put us upon our guard ; an4 
the variety of forms under which it befetgi 
us. 

The Scriptures place before us aweful ex- 
amples of the deftruftive influence exercife4 by 
* the love of Money. There we behold Achan 
purloining from the fpoil of Jericho treafur© 
which the Lord of All had exprefsly com- 
manded to be deflroyed. There we fee Ba- 
laam, who longed the wages ofunrigbtequfnefs {c\^ 
hankering after permifllon to curfe a people, 
conce^ping whom God had folemnly declared 
to the foothfayer himfelf a determined pur- 

(tf) 2 Pet. ii. 15. s 
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pofe to blefs thefn. There we fee.RecHitb 

dnd Baanah, who, in the hope of a reward^ 

flew Ifliboflieth, a righteous perfon^ in bis 

own hqUfe^ upon his hed{d). There we fur-^ 

vey Judas, felling his mafter for thirty pieces 

of filver. Tl^ere, before the prefence of 

Chlift himfelf, while he proclaims, Te cannot 

ferve God and Mammon^ fland the Pbarijees^ 

nvho are covetous^ hearing all thefe' things, and 

deriding him {e). There flands Demas^ the 

deferter of his miniftry, having loved this pre^ 

frnt world (/)* There fland Demetrius and 

his companions, clamouring in fupport of 

idolatry, becaufe by the . craft of making 

Ihrines for Diana, they had their wealth {g)\ 

There fland thofe apoflates from the religion 

of the fon of God, who, having determined 

that they will be rich^ having coveted after mo^ 

ney^ in times of perfecution, £rred from the 

faith J renounced the gofpel to iave their pro* 

perty, BXid pierced themfelves through with many 

forrows (h). There fland the firft corrupters 

of Chriflian doftrine, fubverting whole boufeSy 

and teaching things which they ought not, for 

filthy lucre' sfake {i). There flands the com- 
pleter of the Myftery of Iniquity^ Babylon the 

(^) 2 Sam. IV. II. [t) Luke, XVI. 14. 

(/) 2 Tim. iv. 10. {g) Ads, x^. 24* &C» 

[h\ 1 Tim. vi. 9,1 10* (i) Tit. i. il. 
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Great y the Mother of Harlots and abominatiomr 
of the earthy doomed, for ber merchandize and 
the fruits that her foul lujieth aftcr^ to ever- 
laftipg deftruflion [j). With one voice thef 
pry; *' Tthe love of Money is the root of all evil]"* 
Let us turn our eyes from antient times 
to the pi-efent day ; from individual offenders 
to particular fins. When life has been mali- 
cioufly taken away, and t-he caufe of the 
dreadftil deed is dragged to light before the 
tribunal of juftice s how frequently is it made 
manifeft that the poifon was adminiftered, 
or the weapon of violence employed, under 
the ftimulus of the lov^ of Money ! Of thiev- 
ciy and robbery, whatever be the form of de- 
predation, whether a private man or the public 
be the party plundered ; of forgery, of fmug- 
^ling, of falfe returns and defe6live payments^ 
in taxes, of fwindling, of burglary, of the fiip- 
preffion or the deftruftion of wills, of do- 
cuments, of title-deeds ; the defire of gain 
|s undeniably the Iburce, Look to the nu- 
merous metihods, in which, under the garl^ 
of peace and friendfhip, man prey^ upon man; 
9nd you trace them to this defire- From' 
hence come the tricks in trade ; the fecret 
advantages taken of the neceflity or of 
the ignorance of a neighbour \ the impo-i 

(i) Rfv. x?ii. ^. xviii. 2IttI4* 
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fitions prai5lifed to enhance the value of an 
article, of which you are anxious to difpofe; 
the artifices adopted to depreciate the worth 
of another, which you are folicitous to pur- 
chafe ; the fcant meafure that is abominable^ 
the wicked balances^ and the bag of deceitful 
^weights {k): Hence alfo come the frauds^, 
the deliberate villainies, the frantic horrors, of 
the gaming table. How frequently does the 
tremendous guilt of perjury originate in the 
k>ve of money ! From the member of the le- 
giflature, when he converts his office into 
an adventure for political emolument, down 
to the voter who exchanges his fuffrage for a 
bribe ; from the clergyman who turns the 
miniftry of the gofpel into a trading fpecula— 
tion for preferment, to the proprietor who 
defrauds his paftor of a portion of his legal 
maintainance ; from the pinching landlord 
to the dilhoneft tenant ; from the grinding 
mafter to the cheating workman; in the 
higher walks of fociety and in the lowcft, in 
the mat! of improved underftanding no lefs. 
than in him who has beennurfed in ignorance, 
what lamentable proofs may we difcoverof the 
power of this overwhelming paffion ! Look- 
to the common ti'anfaftions of private fami- 
lies, and its power will be continually vili- 
ble. From the love of money proceed thofe 

(1} Micah. ill. 109 II. 
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mercenary marriages, which by a juft judge- 
ment are the foreniiiners of domeffec mifery : 
marriages not of affeftion but of convenience, 
not of principle but of covetoufnefs : mar- 
riages in which the only circui^aftance that 
can warrant a h(^ of matrimonial comfort 
through the divine bleffing^ the prevalence, 
namely, of Religion in the hcait, is difrc- 
garded. From the fame caufe aiifes the neg- 
Icft fo frequently manifefted on the part of 
parents as to the religious charafter of the 
perfons, with whom intereft prompts them 
to ftation their children for inftru^ion in a 
profefficMi, or to fix them as affpciates in bu- 
finefs. To the fame caufe are to be affigned 
thdfe malignant hopes, thofe evil wilhes, kmsr- 
times decidedly perceptible to man, more fre- 
quently, it is to be feared, difcernible by the 
eye of God : interefted hopes eager to be gra- 
tified by the dilappointment of a competitor ; 
and wilhes harboured by perfons gaping 
for advantages, which they promife them-* 
jfehres that they fliall attain on the death 
of the prefent pofleffors. • To the fame cauie 
we may trace in numberlefs inftances the 
officious flattery, the timc-ferving obfequi- 
oufiiefe, the cringing feivility; the fmful ccmh- 
pliances, the fmful countenance and encourage 
ment^ diiplayed, not only by inferiors, but by 

equals. 
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equals, but by fupcriors, towards men from 
whofe patronage, orwhof^purfe, or whofe tef^ 
timentary notice, a recompenfe, which may 
j-uftly be termed the wages ofunrigbteoufnefsj is. 
fpeedily or ultimately expefted. To the fame 
caufe may occafionally be attributed-ah effeft, 
which on thefirft glance might feem deducible 
rather from any other fource than from the 
love of money, namely, flagrant and continued 
extravagance : extravagance praftifed upon 
fyftem by the calculating fpendthrift for the 
purpofe of ingratiating himfelf with potent 
friends, whofe . influence may at length re- 
munerate him with advantages of fuch mag- 
nitude as fhall demonfl:rate profufion to 
have been prudence. Is it neceflary to en- 
large the catalogue of iniquities,, originating 
from the fource which we have been contem-* 
plating ? Has the apoflle pronounced without 
reafon, that the love of money is the root of all 
evil f Is it without reafon, whether you be 
rich or poor, that you are warned of your 
pwn perfonal danger of being enfhared by the 
love of money ; and of being drawn for- 
ward by it into fins, from the idea of which 
you would at prefent recoil ? 

From this univerfal danger what c^n pre-ir. 
ferve you ? The power of the Lord Jefus 
thrift t 3y what means fhall he deliver you ? 
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By influencing your heart through His Spirit 
and His word. While you.feek then by ha- 
bitual and fervent prayer the promifed gifts 
of the Holy Ghoft ; attend to fome of the 
confiderations, by which your Lord admo- 
nifhes ^ you in His word againft the love of 
money. 

Refle6l, in the firft place, on the general 
cmptinefs of human pofTeflions, of every 
thing which riches can procure. Verify all 
tj vanity and vexation offpiri ! How little is 
there of folid fatisfa6lion in luxury, in difll- 
pation, in fplendour, in honour, in power ! 
With how many drawbacks are the higheft 
gratifications which they can furnifli acijom- 
panied ? Afk the man wlio has devoted him- 
felf to any one of thefe obje6ls, and has fmr- 
ceeded in the purfuit, whether the pofleffion 
of the prize has in any reafonable degree 
anfwered his expeftations. Afk him, whe- 
ther, if his life were again to commence, he 
would employ it again in the fame folicitous 
chafe. There are individuals, whom no Irf- 
fons even of perfonal experience render wife. 
There are individuals, whom pride and falfe 
fliame will not fuffer to confefs the folly, 
under the lenfe of which they are inwardly 
groaning. But if the man to whom you 
propofe your queftions be rational, and vsril- 

3t ling 
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linj^ to unbofom -himfelf ; his anfwers will 
warn you to forbear from treading in His 
fleps, L^f yotir moderation be known unto ail 
men. Having food and raiment^ let us he 
there witi amUnt ( /) . 

* Confider, in the next place, the uncertain 
and fhort continuance of all things on this 
fide of tiue grave. In the changes of human 
«vcTrts, how frequently do riches make tbem^ 
feli>es wings ^nd fiy a<umy ! What numbers 
■fcorn to affluence arc at this moment feat- 
tered over the face of Europe in penury 1 
What thoufimds and tens of thoufands are 
{Miing in their defolated homes over the 
wrecks of their pofleffions V " But tihefe 
^ events," you reply, " are extraordinary 
calamities, produced by unparalleled con- 
vulfions, and by the ravages of imex- 
ampled wars." And are you fecure againft 
iiniilar convulfions and ravages ? Have yxm 
tifcertained that the iword of God is afoout 
to be replaced in its fcabbard? Are you 
feti^fied that its ftroke will not reach this 
land ? Are you guaranteed that it fliall not 
reach yourfelf ? Can you iay. We have made 
p covenant with deaths and with the fword we 
. are at agreement ; when the overflowing fcourge 
Jhallfafs through^ itfloall not come unto m{m) f 

(/) PhiKp. IV. 5. I Tim. vi. ?. (w) If. xxviii. 15. 
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Is the prefent la Itime to receive money ^ and to 
receive garments^ and ciiveyards^ and vine^ 
yards^ and jheep and oxen^ and men-fcrvanfx 
and maid-fervants {n) ? When the judgements 
of God ^r^ abroad^ when ail the foundstinm 
eftbe earth are out cf courfe\ feekejt thou gr^Mt 
things for thyfelff Seek them ?iat. Hc^w 
knoweft thou but that even now the Lfsrd 
faith thus : Behold^ that "which I haive iuik, I 
mil hreiAdcmn-y and that nsdoich I haveflimtBd, 
I wiil plwck up ; even this whole land (o)? But 
if k i^ the merciful purpofe of God that 
none (^ theft evils come ^pon us 5 how many in*- 
Ikaices -has experience made known to us isf 
perfons, who have be?n ^neduccd by vidlffi- 
tttdes cf noimufualii«ture to diftrefei How 
iStoquenft is the call upon diriilian chftdty 
^rged in public no Ids than in pdyate, asi 
iiehalf c^ individuals who hav^ &en better 
days 1 By fires, or by inimdations, by the 
^msfortunes of perfons with whom }iartna>- 
&ips or other connections had taken piace^ 
ly the Temxyval from this world, the fiickicsi 
removal, of xektives and friends, from whom 
|)rotefl:ion and fupport were wont to be tiot. 
nved; )iow many have been deprdfed^fram 
tirealth or competence (and competence to 
tb^oa was liches) into fcenes and iituatioonss 

(«) 4R Kings, ▼. 20, {p) Jcrcm. riv. 45. , 
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where they ftruggle for cxiftence ! May ftof 
their lot become yours ? But if Providence 
fhall fpare you the trial, if your pofTeffioiis 
ihall not forfake you ; yet fhall you depart 
from them* We brought nothing into this 
worldy and it is certain that we cart carry 
iKiothing out. We have here no continuing city. 
Soon Ihall our houfes of clay moulder intp 
dufl: foon fhall our earthly tabernacle be 
diilblved. Man walketh in a vain Jbadow^ 
mid difquieteth himfelf in vain: He heapetff 
Mp riches^ and cannot tell whojhall gatbfr tbem^ 
His life is a vapour that pajeth aiu&ii^. In the 
midft of life he is in death. He dies, an4 
•leaves ail earthly things for even 

Thirdly ; refleft on the happinefs attea^ 
dant on that frame of mind which, under 
-the gi'ace of God, is become oppofed to the 
love of money. Godlinefs with contentment is 
'great gain. Here is the truly rich man : the 
man, namely, who, being conformed in his 
own heart to the fpii it which reigned in the 
-Apoftles, when, having nothings they felt 
therpfelves as pojfejjing all things ^ is prepared 
'from his own experience to teftify thac a 
man's life conjijieth not in the abundance of the 
things which he pojfejfethj but in peace with 
God. through Jefus Chriil our Lord. Seek-- 
i^Sfi^J^ i^^ kingdom of God and His right touf- 
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nejs, he leaves all other things to be a4ded in 
greater or in lefs abundance, as the Divine 
Wifdont may ordaih. If riches encreafe^ he 
fets not his heart upon them. Do the fources 
of profperity fail ? He has blelled the Lord 
who gave : he blefles the Lord vvho takes 
away. Adminiftering, as a faithful fteward 
of the Moft High, the worldly goods, be 
they more or fewer, which are entrufled to 
himj iieglefting no office of honeft induftry 
to which he is called by his ftation in life ; 
he is inwardly detached from earthly acquis 
fitions. He counts as his treafure not his 
poffeffions, but his inheritance. His trea-^ 
fure is in Heaven ) and there alfo is his 
heart. 

Fourthly. Meditate on the final condi-^ 

lion to which the lover of money is haften* 

ing. The covetous^ the man who is under 

the dominion of the love of money, Jhali not 

inhrit the kingdom of God. In the prefent 

life he has a foretafte of the fruitis of his fini 

He is reftlefs, anxioiis, diflatisfied : at one 

time harrafled by uncertainty as to the pro-*- 

bable refult of his projefts ; at another^ 

fourfed by the failure of them ; at another, 

difeppointed in the midft of fuccefs by dif^ 

cefning^ too late, that the fame exertions 

employed in fome other line of advantage 

h would 
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would have been more produftiyte.. ' But 
fuppofe him to have been, through life, as 
free from the efFe6ls of thefe fources of vex- 
ation as the riioft favourable picture could 
reprefent him. He pall not inherit the king^ 
dom oj God. He may not have been a mifer.; 
but he was a lover of money. He may not 
have been an extoitioner 5 but Tie was a'lov^r 
of money. ' He may not have been fraudu- 
lent ; but he was a lover of money. HeJhaU 
not inherit the kingdom of God. He has had 
liis day and his obje6t. He has foUght, and 
he may have accumulated, earthly poflef- 
fions. By their inftrumentality he may have ' 
gratified many other appetites and defires. 
But he did not feek firft the kingdom d£ 
Cod ; therefore he Ihall not obtain it. He 
loved the world y therefore \\c Jhall perijh with 
the world. He has v/ilfully bartered his foul 
for money. ^ In vain is he now aghaft at his v.* 
former madnefs. In vain does lie now deteft 
the idol which he worfliipped. The gate of 
falvation is clofed againft him. He inherits 
the bitternefs of unavailing remorfe, the hoir- 
roi's of eternal death. 

Laftly^ Study to exalt your conceptions 
of the glories of that everlafting abode, for • 
admiffion into v/hicli the viftory over the" 
love of money is an indifpenfable qualifica- 

71- tion 
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fi(m., Never can you exalt them by the moft 
earneft and perfevering efforts to a height 
bearing any affignable proportion to the un* 
feen Teality. The glimpfes of Hght which 
you difctrn will always b6 fainter than the * 
dimriefs o£ twilight in eompaiifon with the 
fpleiidour of the meridian fun. Yet negledl 
not any additional ray, by which the eye of 
faith^ fteadfaftly fixing itfelf on futurity, is 
cheered. Why did St. Paul fupplicate with- 
out ceafing' for the Ephefians, that, having 
their underjianding enlightened^ they might 
nm^ 'wBatis the hope of their callings and what 
ure the riches of the -glory of the inheritance of 
the faints f In order that a • higher fenfe of 
the value of the things which are eternal 
tni^ht' deprefs tlie imaginary worth of things 
tenipof al. If you habituate yourfelf to an 
adthiring contemplation of the kingdom of 
Gcidi can you be a lover of earth^ Can you 
be. a lover of money ?' Remember, when 
yoti feel your affeftions fixing thepifelves 
upon moneys at what a price you are pur- 
chafing it. 

'Go forth then, my brethren, to your pof- 
leffions, your occupations, your enjoyments, 
under a folid and practical convi6lion, that 
tl^re is not any fin whofe allurements are 
more generally fuccefsfiil than the love of 

L 2 . money; 
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money ; aid that thei'e is not any additional 

lin, into which that paflion may not entice 

Tou. Go forth, and afk yourfelves firofii: 

time to time what it /hall profit a man to gain 

the 'xbole ^orldand lofe his own foul \ and what ' 

bfjlall give in exchange for his foul. With 

what enei'gy did our Saviour exprefs the 

dangers of wealth, the temptations which it 

brings to trujl in it, to prize it, and to love 

it, when he exclaimed ; How hardly floall they 

that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

A little money may be wealth to you. Think 

not that you (hall not love money becauie 

\-oii abound in it. On that very account 

you may love it the more. Think not that 

you are fecured againft the love of it by 

jxweity. You may be as covetous in an 

humble Ibie of life refpe61ing a cottage, as 

vou N\ ould have been in a higher fphere re- 

1 JKCting a palace ; as grafping for an acre as 

vou would have been for a kingdom. Look 

to your heart. - If your heart be fet on 

monoY^ whether it be on a greater or on a 

lols amount, there is no difference as to 

principle. You are governed by the love of 

nu>ncv, the root of all evil > and involved, 

with all other covetous men, in the fentence 

of not having any part in the inheritance of 

the righteous. Love not the worlds neither the 

. . things 
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tUng^ that are in the world. If you love t}^ 

luji of the Jiepy or the lujl of the eyes^ or ^e 

fridepf life ; you will love money by which 

^y are procured. Aim not at an impoC- 

fible compromife between the love of money 

ind religion . Tou cannot ferve God Jhd 

Mammon. Ufeyour worldly wealth ; but ufe 

li'^as not ahufing it. Beware^ leji when thy 

herds and thy Jlocks multiply ^ and thy fiver and 

thy gold is multiplied^ and all that thou haft is 

multiplied^ then thine heart he lifted up^ ^nd thou 

forget the Lord thy God -y and thou fay in thine 

hearty My power and the might <f mine hand 

bath gjottsn me this wealth. But thou Jl^alt 

remember the Lord thy God-, for it is he that 

giveth thee power to get wealth. If you are 

richy truji not in uncertain riches^ but in the 

living Gody who giveth us richly all things to 

enjoy .: do good, be rich in good works ready 

to diJlributCy willing to communicate (p). If 

you have little, do your diligence gladly to 

giye of that little. Remember the widow^s 

pite. But cherifh not the vain idea that 

liberality to the afflifted can make amends 

for offences againft God. The fervent cha- 

' rity which Jhall cover the multitude offns^ is 

the love that tlirows a veil over the infirijii- 

ties and offences of others 3 not the bounty 

If^ Deut« viii. n — 17. 1 Tim. \i, 17^ 18* 

I. 3 which 
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which prefumes to think of making^ atone 
jnent for iniquity {q). There is no. atone-, 
merit but in . the blood of ,the Lofd Jefus 
Chrift. • Provide yourfehes bags whifb wax 
not . old^ a treajure in the heavens tbatfaiktb 
no^y where no thief approacheth^ neither moth 
corrupteth (r). Be faithful in the unrighteous 
Mammon.' Ltt that gold, which i? fo frcr 
quently the fource and the inftrument. of 
iniquity, be fo confcientioufly empjoyed at 
all times by you to the gloiy of God ,tIirough 
His beloved Son, that >yhen you fliall be 
fummoned to render up, your account of 
your ftewardftiip, you may give it with Joy, 
and receive t}fe true ric^s (j), the glories of 
the future world. , Hide not the talent in a 
napkm. Bury it not in the earth. , Occupy 
with it in your Mailer's fervice until He 
come. But as you value your eternal inte-. 
refls, love it not. 

{q) I Pet. IV. 8. See the parallel palTage, whence 5t. Peter 
probably quoted, Prov. x;. 12, Hatred jUrr^th upjirife, but love 
c'6%ure^ altjms. *,-,'• 

(r) Luke, xii. 33. (j) Luke^ xxi. 31. ^ 
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And Amaziah faid to the Man of God\ " But 
" what Jl: all we do for the Hundred "Talents^ 
" which I have given to the-Army^ of IfraelV\ 
And the Man of God .^nfwcred -, ^' "The Lord 
*^ is able to give thee much more than this.'' 

.*- ' 

TJ[E who, under the grdce of God, would 

iliew'hipifelf difcntangled from the love 

a£ ri)oh?y, is required in that branch of duty, 

as, in every other, to prove his faith by his 

;wQrks. jFJe muft be prepared to make facri- 

^ ficcs of money to confcience. Is the man i 

ihen, who. facrifices nioney, money to a veiy 

large amount, and in obedience to the cofiti- 

raand of God, afcertained to be a fei^vant of 

God? The hiftory of Amaziah will throw 

light on the enquiry. 

Amaziah lucceeded to the kihgdom of 
: Judah upon the death of hi? father Joafh, 

L 4 , After 
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After he had eftablifhed himfelf upon the 
throne, and had deftroyed the murderers of 
his predeceffor, hQ prepared to make war 
upon the people ^ Edom, who had re- 
volted. For this j^rpofe he aflembled all 
his forces, But being doubtful whether 
they were fufficient for the undertaking, and 
having determined to make the conqueft of 
Edom certain, he hired to his affiftance an 
aimy of an hundred thoufand men of Ifrael i 
and paid them in advance one hundred t^- 
Icnts of filver. In hiring thefe Ifraelites the 
king adled raflily and prefumptuoiifly, For^^ 
in the firft pfece, he enquired not of the 
Lord {a) upon the occafion. He fought 
not, as upon, concerns of importance David 
and the other religions kings of Judah had 
conftantly fought, thofe fpecial direftions 
from God, which, under the exifting difpen-r 
fation, a difpejifation, into the tejcture qf 
which miracles were intei^wov^U, were al-r 
ways to be obtained by an inunediat^ refe, 
rence to the Moft High before His altar. 
And in the next place, hte knew that the 
people of Ifrael had long been open idol-, 
aters: and that the hcavieft calamities had 

fa) Judges, jfX. 27. I Sam. xxii. 20. xxin. 2. 4. xxx. viH. 
> Sam. li: 1. ▼. 19, ^3. xxi. 1. a Kings, xvi. 15. i Chron. 
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fellen upon his own anceftora^n confequencc ^ 
of conneflions which they had formed with 
idolatrous Ifrael. Could he then look for 
the Divine bleffing upon this proceeding? 
Had he not reafon to expe6t that his fmful 
ijiifcondu6l would be made the inftrument 
of his punilhment ? God however, in great " 
mercy, afforded to Amdziah both opportu- 
nity and encouragement to flop fhort in the 
evil coiirfe on which he had fentered. He 
fent a prophet to reprove and to warn the 
Mng, There came a Man of God to him^ fay-^, 
ing^ " O King, let not the army of Ifrael go 
*' with thee ; for the Lord is not with Ifrael, to 
" wit, with all the children- of Ephraim. But 
" if thou wilt go, do it\ he jirongfor the battle » 
" God fhall make thee fall before the enefny : 
'* for God hath power to help and to caft down J* 
Amaziah was confounded at the mefTage. 
He could not venture to retain the Ifraelites 
to go with him to the w^r, when he wai 
^us afTured that his own definition would 
be the confequence. But he was far froi^ 
polTeffing that fmglenefs of heart, that true 
and lively faith, which would have taught 
him to obey the command of God inflantly 
and cheerftiUy, whatever prefent facrifice 
might be infeparable from obedience. His 
Ji^t hankered after the money which he had 

advanced^ 
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advanced. \|j|pis that to be rclinquifhed ? 
If not; how was it to be recovered ? . \i com- 
pliance with the Divine will would not have 
cofl: him any thing, he would readily have 
obeyed. But an cxpenlive proof of obcdi-» 
ence was required. He pondered therefore, 
and hefitated. Amaziah /aid to the Man of 
God'y " But what Jhall we do for the bimdred 
" .talents^ which I have given to thd army of 
" IfraelV^ And the Man of God anfweredi 
" T^he Lord is able io give thee mUck ^ftorr 
" than this:" 

With the view of making, imd^f the ble^^. 
fing of Gpd^ a profitable application of thiy 
portion of facred hiftory -, jet us firft con-* 
fider for our encouragement fome of the dif^' 
ferentways in, which God, whenever he calls 
upon us to make a facrifice for his fake, can 
give us abundantly more than the j)ofreffian, 
be it what it may, with which he requires us 
to part.: and afterwards attend to fomc of 
the warnings which the fubjeft will be found 
^ furnifh. 

- « « 

I. The Lord is able io give thee much more 

than this. God, who is Lord of the whole 

earth, has the earth and cvexy thing which 

it contains at his difpofal. Every beaf of the 

foreji is His, and fb are the cattle itj^on a tbou^ 

fand 
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fand bills. Thejilver is Mine^ and the goM is 
Mine, faith the Lord of Hofts {b). J^\\ the 
treafures whieh the hand of man has dug out 
pf the ground, all the riches which remain- 
hidden in their fubterranean co.np?alment> 
are- the Lord's i-. ?ind He giveth them to 
i^diomfoever He will. Does he call upon; 
you then to make a facrifice of fome of your 
property, or of fome lucrativje profpe^SV, for 
His fake ^ . He is able to give you ten thou- 
land times rnore.. He is able to. fill your 
fields with cattlei,and your jbarns with corn; 
to profpei; all yovu* undertakings beyond the 
litmoft fti:etch of ypur hopes ; to caufe wealth 
to flovf in up9n yqu from quarters the mofl: 
unpromifmgi and by ways wholly unforefeen. 
It is He^ alone alfo who can exalt to hoinour^ 
And them, the Lord faith, who honour Me, I 
will honour (c). He could at once have exr 
tended the dominions of Amaziah to the 
wideft^ bounds promifed to tlie children of 
Ifrael: from Lebappn to the confines of 
Egypt y from the Weftern Sea to the greaj^ 
river Euphrates. , He could have rendered 
this king an objefl of refpeft, of admiration, 
of dread, to all the furrounding nations. At 
the prefent hour all the kingdoms of the 
parth, and the glory of them, are at the dif^ 

{h) Efalmyl. 10. Hagg, li. 8, , (c) i Sam. 11. 30. 1 
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polal of our exalted Saviour. All power in 
heaven and in ^arth is given unto Him. 
Eveiy article in which worldly profperity 
confifts, every event which contributes to 
worldly greatnefs, every outward circum- 
ftance in any refpeft advantageous to men, 
is in His hands. Well, therefore, mayeft 
thou be aflured, that whatever thou lendei); 
to the Lord, by refigning it for His fake, He 
>s able beyond meafure to overpay thee again. 
But when you part with fome profit, 
^v lofe fome prefent intereft, for the fake of 
God, He is able, without giving you riches, 
abundantly to overpay you for your lofs, hy 
(jeftowing upon you comfort in the portion 
Vhich yoa have remaining/' If rebellious 
Edom continue unfubdued, how large a re«. 
-muneration for the hundred talents may 
Amaziah receive from God, under the form 
of encreafed fatisfaflion in the government 
of his original territories ! A man's life^ a 
man's happincfs, Qojifijleth not in the abundance 
if the things which he poffejfetb^ fetter is a 
dinner of herbs where k'^ is^ than a flailed ox^ 
and hatred therewith. Better is little with the 
fear of the Lord^ than great treafure and trouble 
therewith {d\ Happipefs depends on the 
ftctte of the mind. Godlinefs with content-r^ 



{J) JLuke, xii. 15. Prpr. xy. 16, 17, 
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ment is great gain [e). Where there b con-*- 
tentmfent, flowing from moderated defires, 
and from peace of confcicnce through the 
blood of a Redeemer j he who has food and 
raiment may be as happy as the wealthieft and 
raofl: powerful of the earth. God can vouch- 
lafe to you contentment. He can put His 
fear into your heart. He can give you peace 
with Him through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Delivering you from the temptations of 
wealth, by mercifully denying to you the 
pofleflionof; it he can grant you.fuch heart* 
felt fatisfaftion in your little portion, as the 
rich men of the world never know. He can 
brace your limbs with health, and make your 
deep refrelliing by labour. , He can crown 
you with comfort in your wife apd in your 
children. He can cheer you with the fociety 
of chriflian friends. He can teach you by 
fteady experience that, the heait of the 
righteous, however fmall may be his poffef- 
lions, is a continual feaji. 

But farther. However great, according 
to human eftimation, may. be the facrifices 
which you have made for the fake of Gpd, 
He can abundantly overpay you for them, 
as under correfponding circumftances He 
could Ijaye overpaid Amaziah, even while 

{t) I Tim. ?i. $. 
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He may fee fit to allo^ numerous and hc^ 
ajfHifiions to preft upon you. To what &i 
crificjbs weiti not the early Chriftiahs called ? 
Were not they called to the iacrifice of every: 
prefent poffeiiiortj and to the endurance for 
righteoufnefs' fake of the moft Gruel fufFer- 
ings I Yetj what is our Lord's declaration I 
Verity IJhy unto you^ ^here is no ntan that Ifatk^ 
left houfe^ or brethren^ orfjlers, or fiither^ or 
mother^ or wife^ or children^ or lands, for Mp^ 
fake and the Gofpeh^ hut -he fjall rect^iv^ jan 
hundredfold now, in this time^ houfes, and hre^^ 
thren, and' fijiers, and mothers, and children^ 
and lands, ivitb perfecutions'[f). He • ihall 
receive now, even in this prefent time, and 
in the midft of unceafing perfecutions, a 
recompenfe which fhall give him an hun- 
dred-fold more delight than he could have 
derived from cafe and fecurity, from worldly 
riches, and even from the moft dear ..and 
tender connections. He ihall poflefs joy in 
the Holy Ghoft. He Ihall have that peace: 
of' God which pafieth all underftanding.- 
He (hall rejoice in Jefus Chrift as his Sa- 
viour. Hc.fhall exult in the . prolpeft of 
dwelling to eternity in MyfreJfence, faith the 
\j^xdiy where there is fulnefs of joy, and at Myt. 

(/) Maik,'x. 29, 30, Luk£, xviii. 29, 30. 

right 
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Hgbt handy where there are pleafures for ever^' 

more.' 

T9 conclude this branch of the fubjeft* 
Whatever God may grant, or whatever with., 
equal goodnefs he may withhold, or withdraw,' 
from His faithful fervant, while that fervant 
continiles in the body : every facritice made 
for the fake of God in this'ftate of trial fliall 
beoverpaid in the world tocome; and overpaid 
in a meafure which neither language can de- 
ferine, nor imagination attain. In the world 

^ to come life everlajiing / Eye hath not feen, • 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the. heart of man to conceive, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him ! He alone who knows our nature, our 
inherent helplefsnefs and corruption, and the 
particular temptations which each indivi- 
xiual refpeftively would find it the moft diffi- 
cult to ^ithftand, knows what ftation of life, 
what courfe of events, will be the moft benefi- 
cial to each of his fervants; He alone who fur^ 
veys at one view the paft, the prefent, and the 
future, knows in what ftation of life and un- 
der what courfe of events each of His fervants 
will moft efficacioufly anfwer the great pur- 
pofes and plans of His Univerfal Providence. 
To this man He fees that riches may ^ pro- 
perly be vouchfafed : from another He 

• knows 
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knows that it is fitting to withhold them. 
The one He bleffes by giving : the other 1^ 
denying or by taking away^ This man He 
appoints to magnify tlie Divine mercy in prof^ 
perity : that, to glorify His Lord by Aiflfer-^ 
ingi But whether the blefTmg bellowed ill 
. the prefent wo4d on His fervants fhall 
iiave been wealth or poverty, honour or dif* 
honour, eafe or tribulation; 'the end which 
awaits them all is tlie fame. In the world to 
come life everlajling! Tliey have filled the- 
ftations upon earth to wjiich Infinite Wiidom 
appointed them. They have ferved the Loid 
in their generation under the different circum^. 
fiances in which, for their good and for Hifi 
gloiy, He chofe refpeftively to place them. 
They have palFed, under the guidance and in 
the flrength of His grace, through the va- 
rious modes of trial and purification, hf 
which He led them onward to Himfelf. They 
have wafhed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. They have 
now died in the Lord, and are blefTed^ They 
reft from their labours, and their works do 
follow them. Juflified by faith, fan6lified 
by grace, they are now perfefted in glory* 
Whatever facrifices they may have fuflained 
for the fake of God and their Redeemer, 
th«y now find the full extent of the afTu* 
ranee, 7be hord is able to give thee much 

more 
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more than this. They now experience in hap- 

pinefsinexpreflible that the hope by which they 

Were encouraged while on «arth was a hope 

^^Ai^sAimaketh not ajhamed{g) j that it was not in 

tain that they reckoned, that the fufFerings oi 

idhc prefent time are not worthy to be com-^ 

pared with the glory which ftiall be Revealed* 

IWr light affiiSidns^ which were but for a 

inment^ have worked for them a far more ex^ 

tieding and itemal height of glory. For they 

kKdcfid not atjhe things ivhich arifeen^ but at 

tb$ things which afe mtfeen. They felt that 

Ae tbingi which arefeen are temporal^ but tht 

^wngt ioiich are mtfeen afe etemaU 

liSach^ are the encouragements^ which the 

Nply o£the maaof God to Aniaziah may 

fuggeit ta US4 

Axii wiiich) you aiki of the enpourage-* 
me»t9» periULningr' to the prsf^nt life^ were 
MAfied to Amaziah? Perhaps you may karn 
iiktihe mpfi: ufefial maimer tiiie tuifwer to this 

^(H^ii)^ by turning' your attention to the 
WMti^^ which the fubje£^ affords. 
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^ ^ II* The hiflory of the King of Judah warns 
xHi when! we are irApelkd to ^uiy undertaking 
by pro^ilfts pf worldly ^profit, to fhidy in 
tb^ firjft inftanpe the will'of God concerning 

M it* 
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it; It warns us, if the undertaking be foun<i 
cbrifbrmable to His will, to purfucit by fuch 
methods ortly as are agreeable to His. good 
plfedfure : if it hz contrary to his will, :te 
abandon- oiir purpofe at once. Theorigiiutl 
falfe ftep of Amaziah, the ftep'wlilchlcd.hMB 
into all the difficultiee that foilotted;'wasjtbq 
hiring of the army df the Ifraeiites .withotil 
enquiring df the Lord: Their afliftaricp^kbti^ce^ 
^ded as ettfuring ^(Stoiyj.^and graf]^ at 
the fuppofed advkntage;^t Andft.- . Beadjto-' 
Mriied by f Hfe exiamplei BiitV pcrhapa^>yott 
will rtpjy ^^ ?^.I know not' ifiL "Wluit loaiiher'^} 
'' ani to awwmmodate tke examfflfeotQ juj^* 
•' YelA i*My-fleafttiC5ft is 1^^ 
^'^that of the King'of. judatoi foi^diffWart 
'' tliat there is no refemblance, ■:fK>..adidpg|(ri 
*^ betw^effl'the^. Artia2Jialt WdUeflciiwith 
^*^n €>pf>or1f(ft44t^ of -fatemi^fikidHg,€0(»»ff 
« -fel ^6nf^<Sod';Him!felfi'^in:.the z^pxai^ 
**• rfiefh6*/ib¥ tisif ntcwttb ofitheHig^Prfeft^ 
**> And i£ liue; ih^wi th«? Uid the^ m?n:tgir. l^isfore 
*' the Lord> he woUld havQje^^jvedr^fpec^c 
" direftions for his own condu6l. But in 
*^ thie prefeht day- God does' fngt- tlms, re- 
f folve the q«eftion$:.of man. Iik>w. ag^ 
*' I to learn wljetljpt nay prppoled^ u^i-* 
'2 dertaking;ci;eill he pk^i»g to Hini V^ 

- . . ^ You 
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Yott are to learn His will concerning it by 
making ufe of thofe means, by which H6 
ehables His fervants in the prefent day to 
difcover it. " What," you a(k, ^^ are thofe 
" means ? Am I to open my bible at ran-^ 
*• doin, and to confider the paiTage of Scrip- 
" ture on which my eye may fix as an am- 
« fwer from God on the fubjeft ?" ^ Ua- 
doulftedly not. Where do you find in th6 
word ' of God any command or any encou- 
ragement to ftf6h a praftice ? Do you cxpefl 
tliat Odd Ihall work a miracle to guide your 
eye tci a iuitabie paflage ? And if he docs not, 
is^^itiiiat ^wholly a chance on what yerfe your 
rfeftiall fettle ? To enquire thus Into the 
will of God is abfurd, fuperftitit>us j = and fen- 
tfaufiafHcal : and however pious may be the 
pedbns 'vVho have been deluded into it, for 
mihappiiy'' it is not to be denied- that fwch 
have been known to ddc^ it, it is irt truth a 
van and prefumptuous attempt to divine by 
the Scriptures. " Am I thehj when I lay 
* the bufinefs before God in prayer, to look 
" upon any ftriking thoughts or any empha- 
^ tical words refpedling it which arife in 
"my mind during* my devotions^ as an an- 
" iforer to my fupplications, and as a dire^ion 
** from atove ? " Certainly not; Where is the 
paflage in Holy Writ, which authorifes you 
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to retgard dioughts itid words arifictg in yoBT 
lainid during prayer a« an aniwer to yo^r 
doubts, a communication of the will of Op^t 
^ch ideas have no warrant in the Gc^peU 
Th^y aie viiionary i they ^re enthniiaftic f 
they may be inftmmental to the groHTeft de^ 
luTtoB, " What th^n am I to <b ? What 
'^ 19 the method in which I am now to fe^rch 
whether my pujrpofe be pleafing. to €r«d, 
or not?"^ In the firft piace, Pray fervently fo 
God in the name of yoiir Redeemer, thiit He 
would enable you to dilc^ra the troe Tiatwni 
of t&e mefure: which you have in vhw^ and of 
themotives which incline you to engage m it $ 
and that be wovld grant you grace cheeifiiUy 
amd immediately te lay aiide every wiith, cverjf 
thougjbt, of pvirfuifig it, if it fliouid prove 
on f^ examinatMn to be yow duty to give 
it upr Then taker a di{!in£| and impartial 
ftirvcy of your propel undertaking. Con*- 
fider whither tl^rei^pews a reafcmable prc^-- 
jpe^ that it will Tuccoed. Confider whether 
fhccefs in it will be likely to promote cm the 
whblctheglory of God, tliegood of yourneigh- 
bdur, the religious interefts of yourfelf and 
your family. If your undertaking be evident- 
ly Hkely to have thefe confequences ; you may 
conclude, that it is acceptable to God If it is 
aot evidently probablethat thefe confequences 
- will 
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wili follow ; you may conclude, Whatcvci- be 
the worldly advantage which the' , meafurjc 
onder contemplatiQn may promife, that the 

-fHU of God is, that you fhould lay it afide* 

Again; we are admonifhed, by the words of 
the Prophet, how great is the fin, how fatal 
will be the rcfult, of a refiilal to make any 
Edifice, liowever large, of prefcnt intereft 
which an enlightened confcience requires. 
Away with difficulties, with referves, with 
demurs, with parleys, with reluftance. Hefi^ 
late not a moment. What ingratitude towards 
God, to be averfe to relinquifti for his fakefome 
advantage, fome worldly profpeft, which he 
calls upon you to renounce ; while he is every 
day and every hour crowning you with num- 

' ' berlefs benefits, and for your fake gave u^ 
His beloved Son to death on the crofs! 
What daring rebellion againft His fovereign 
authority, to cling to fome gainful object of 
die moment, when He commands you to 
al>andon it ! What (hameful diftrait of His 
goodnefs, to hold fall fome forbidden intereft, 

" when He promifes to beftow upon you abun* 
dantty more ! Apply thefe eonfidcrations to 
yourtranfaftions in common life. Are you 
IkUffuing your occupation in any unrighteous 
iray ? Are you grafping at money in your 
^ufinefs by injuftice, by over-reaching^ by 

M 3 artifice 
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artifice-? Foriakc every fuch pra6iicc, and 
turn to the Lord your God. Relinquiihing 
all fuch gain, walk honeftly in the Locd 
Jefus : He is able to beftow upon yoii muA 
more. Alt you flying in the face of His laws; 
canning on your worldly calling on the Sab^ 
bath; and profefling that you cannot lay 
afide the practice, 1^ your profit fhould be 
transferred to others who have no fcruples of 
confcience ? Obey the commandment of your 
God, and hallow His facred day. Provoke 
Him not by breaking its holy reft. If your 
profit depends on letting God at defiance, 
give it up, be it what it may. Give it up,, if 
apparently it be your whole livelihood. The 
Lord ts able to give thee much more than this. 
But if you will not take warning, proceed. 
If you will be rich ; be ftrongfor the battle. 
Go on week after week in covetoufnefs, in 
extortion, in deceit ! Go on week after week 
to profane the day which the moft High has 
. rcferved to Himfelf . God jhall make thee fall ; 
for God bath power to help and to caft down. 
You (hall find the wealth which you gain by 
covetoufiiefs, by extortion, by deceit, by pro- 
faning the day of the Lord, a fnare and a 
curfe to you. You Ihall find it eat into your 
j)eace and fafety like a canker. 
' Farther; when you promife to. yourfelf a 

rccora- 
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tCQompenfe. at the ha»d:Qi>the trCftxiilip)? Xaeri- 
fipes whicl>jjQ.u have ip^<kfofr.]fIi9-JaJke,jfn?g*, 
kft n'ot thcl^eps. which^Vi^ril^ceflaiy in (JrIcf 
to obtain it/ JVV^hatare tl:u?fe ftep?/7.-.Jv?ant 

from .the hiftoiy <>fv AfP^-i^JX- Wib.^-thfe 
Prophet exhorted him tp fubmit; to^the lofs off 
the hundred tale'nts,i:att:her than diibbey Gpdj 
he. complied^ ;* 4^4 no doubt the Lord 
God/' you anfwer, ^' repaid him ntpft dim- 
ply for the lofs." God gave hial, the viSlory 
(A^cr the Edomites : bat permitje^thejfrael- 
ites, who were highly enrage4 at their dif- 
miifion, to feizeth^ opportunity which the 
King's abfence on his expedition againft 
Edom opened to their revenge. They attacked 
the cities of Judah, flaughtered feveral thou-r 
fands of the inhabitants, and carried away 
^bundan^:? of valuable fpoiL "And for this 
" additional lois, this unexpe^ed and very 
** diftrelling trial, Amaziahwas affurediy re-» 
^* comp^nfed in a moft fignal manner by th? 
^' lyord. In proportion as a life beyond the 
** grave was in thofe days obfcurely revealed, 
** great rewards in the prefent world were 
** beftowed upon the righteous. Amaziah 
" therefore, we may prefume, reigned 
" in eminent wealth and honour on the 
'^ throne of David, blefled with profpe- 
^* rity at home, triumphant over all his ^iie- 
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" mies abroad.'' Quite the contrary* J(h 
aihH^e King of Ifrael conquered lum in bit- 
tie $ took him prifoner ; plundered him of all 
his treafures ; and broke down the walls of 
Jerufalem. A*id afterwards, thefubjeftsof 
Amaziah confpired agatnft him ) and when 
he fled from them for his life, they followed 
him to Lachifh, and there flew him. " Btit 
" whence,*' you aflc, ** was this unexpe£bsd 
" rcfult. The hundred talents were refigned 5 
" yet Amaziah lives in calamity, and dies by 
" violence and trteafon ! Did the Lord God, 
^* the God of goodnefg and truth, forfake 
« His fervant?" No. The Lord forfook 
Amaziah, becaufe Amaziah drew back from 
being His fervant. Amaziah, when he had 
defl-royed the Edomites, brought with him 
to Jerufalem their idols j and with the infa- 
tuation which belongs to prefijmptuous 
wickednefs, fet them up to be his gods, and 
burned inccnfe to them, and worfliipped 
them. Yet the fword of divine juftice paufed 
in its fcabbard. Where Jin abounded^ grace 
much more abounded. The Lord Jehovah, in- 
fl:ead of immediately cutting off the King in 
the midft of his ingratitude and impiety, was 
mercifully pleafed again to fend a prophet 
to rebuke him and call him to repentance, 
And the prophet fat d unto him-, " fFhy hafi thou 

fought 
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^tt^hi'^i^ef the gods of the people of Edom^ 
Jtbich could not deliver their oivn people out of 
tbiHe hand{i)V How did the King re- 
ceive the meflage from God ? When the for- 
iiittr prophet had^ delivered his meffage^ 
Amaziah obeyed the command. Did he now 
humble himfelf before His Maker ? Mark 
htow obftirtately his heart was fixed in apoC- 
tacy. He charged the prophet with infolent 
obtrufivenefs for daring to reprove him : and 
ordered him to be filent on pain of punifh- 
ment, The Kin^ fat d unto him ; " Art thou 
^ made of the Kings cou7ifel? Forbear. Why 
" Jfjouldji thou befmitten I " Then the prophet, 
perceiving him not to be reclaimed, pro- 
nounced his doom. " / kno^uo that God hath 
^^ detettnined to dejiroy thee^ becaufe thou haji 
'* done thisy and hajl not hearkened unto my 
^^ cwnfel.'' Hence followed the difaftrous re- 
fidue oi his life, and his miferable end. Learn 
from this example that no former afts of 
lighteoufiiefs, no former facrifices of prefent 
intereft for co|iicience-fake, will aviail you as 
?in excufe for indulging afterwards in fin. If 
you would reap the rewards which are pro- 
vided through the blood of Chrift forthofe 
former aAs of righteoufnefs, for thofe for- 
|n?r facrifices; feek the grace of the Holy 

(i) 2 Chron. XXV. 15, x6. 
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Spirit that ^ou may continue a confiil^t 
and zealous fervant of your God and Rcr 
deemer to the end of your life, Truft not 
in ftrength of your own. How were yoa 
turned unto God from your original coriii^ 
tion ? Entirely by the renewing infiuenas 
of His Spirit. How are you to be enabled 
to perfevere ? Entirely by the operation of 
the fame San6l:ifier. But I befeech you^ my 
brethren, that ye receive not his grace, in vain. 
Be not you of the number of thofe ivho draw 
bqck unto perdition. If any man draw back^ 
Myfouly faith the Lord, Jhall have no pkafure 
in him. When I fay to the righteous that b^ 
Jhall fur ely live ; if he truji to his own righteouf- 
nefs and commit iniquity ^ all his right ejoufnejs 
Jhall not be remembered^ but for his iniquity that 
he hath committed he Jhall die for it. When the 
righteous turneth away from his righteoUfheJV 
and committeth iniquity^ and doth according to 
all the abominations tl^at the wicked man doth j 
Jhall he live ? All his righteoufnej's that be 
hath done Jhall not be mentioned : in his trejpafs 
that he hath trefpafsed^ and in his fn that 
he haibjinnedy in them Jhall be die {k). 

{[i) 2 Cor. VI. I. Hebr« x. 389 39. Ezek. xxxiii. ij. unvi. 24. 
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DeUT. XV. II. 

%ouJhaIt open thine hand wide unto thy bro- 
ther^ to thy poor y and to thy needy. 

T*HE word of God, folicitous, while it 
commands obedience, to approve, its 
precepts to the underftanding, very fre- 
quently accompanies the injunftion with a 
brief remark fuggefting the reafonablenefs 
of the duty. How manifeft is. the obliga- 
tion to love God, when we are inftru6ied to 
love. Him becaufe Hejirjl loved us {a)! How 
ec^uitable the love of man, when we read 
that, if Godfo loved uSy we ought aljo to love 
one another {b) ! How fatisfaftory the argu- 
ment for univerfal , forgivenefs of injuries : 
Even' as Chrijl forgave you^ fo dlfo do ye (f) I 
How decilive: tlie plea for the reception oF 

(a) I John, IV. 19. (^) i John, iv. 11. (r)CoI. iii. 15. 
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lyz tin Chrijilan Bounty. 

the ftranger as a brother : T^he Lord toveth the 
Jlr anger in giving him food and raiment : hve 
ye therefore the Jir anger {d)/ Jfow obvious to 
the man who feels the trutli of the introduc- 
tory memento, The Lord thy Qod blejfetb 
thee (e), is the duty of opening the hand wide 
to the brethren, to the poor, to the needy I 

What then if, for an inftant, we might 
iufpend the obligation to Chriftian bounty, 
in our own cafe, on the tnjth of that intro- 
duftoiy memento as applicable to ourfelves? 
What if, placing out of fight every other 
paflage in the Scriptures which can be fup- 
pofed to bear, either in the way of coa^ 
mandment or of exemplification, upon the 
duty, we reft the authority of the precept 
before us as to ourfelves, the authority of the 
only precept, according to our prefent ajt 
fumption, which prefers a claim to our re-r 
gard on the fubjedl of bounty, upon the 
refult of the enquiry. Has the Lord our 
God blefled us ? Be it allowed, for a mo- 
ment, there to reft it ! Has the Lord our 
God blefled us ? Be the enquiry propofed* 
What is he who fuggefts it ? What are they 
to whom it is fuggefted ? My brethren ; 
What are we ? We are intelligent beings j 
beings formed out of nothing; beings in- 

(ti) Dcut. X. 17—19. [e) Dcit. XV. 6. 

veftcd 



On Chfijiiah Sdtirttf tj^ 

tfeiled with capacities for Various kinds and 
fnodes of happinds j beings placed in A 
Urorld fumifhcd with objects carrdpanding 
to thefe capacities ; brings thus created, thus 
^dowed, thus ftationed, by the fpontaneoua 
bouaty of God. We are rebdlious beings, 
on whom God, of His own fe-ee and im- 
meaiurable goodnels, has had mercy t whom. 
He has^ Imied, that VLtfent Hisfon to he the 
frt^itiation for otr JinSy to redeem us by His 
Hood; gan^e His only begotten Son^ that nvhofo- 
ever believeth in Him Jhould not perijf:>^ imf 
fifotdd have everlajHng life {J) ^ Let us ad-^ 
Vance ta particulars. We have been brought 
into the world not in the days of ancient 
ohfcurity, when the Sun of Righteoufoefs 
kad not yet arifen to enlighten the gloom^ 
iBt in the feafon of His meridian luftre : 
ttot in a region yet lying in the fhadow of 
deith, ovcdpread with Pagan or Mahon 
mctan darkneis; not in a land where the 
beams of the Gofpel .are dimmed and re- 
pdied by the mifts of Popifh fupcrftition j 
but in a country where they (hine at large, 
wd Ihine with primeval purity. We are 
inhabitants, not of a land where defpotifin 
tramples o|i the rights of millions, or 
aasrchy levds all things in mifery 3 but of a 
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realm floiirifhing, under the influence oiFcivit 
liberty, in a profufion elfewhere unknown of 
earthly advantages. What, for many paft 
years, has been our fituation ? We have becti 
fpe6lators, uninjured, eflentially uninjured, 
fpeftators, of the tempeft which has defo^ 
lated the face of Europe. While the Con- 
tinent has been changed into a 'field of' 
flaughter, our own iflahd has been unfullied 
with blood. On that element, on which un- 
equivocal fuperiority has apparently been in- 
difpenfable to our fafety, our arms have been 
crowned with invariable and unexampled 
triumphs. When the wifdom of Providence 
has feen fit to teach us by defeat to knonv our^ 
fehes to be but men {g) ; it has been by defeat 
on a foreign foil, by defeat where the vital 
ftrength of our country was not committed, 
by defeat whence no radical injury to our- 
felves has enfued, by defeat in gallant efforts 
to uphold thofe whom the Divine Will, dif- 
clofed by the events of fucceeding years, had 
configned to fubjug^tion. What is our fitu- 
ation at this hour ? The menaces, the plans, 
the gigantic power, the diffafive combina-* 
tions of our enemies, have not been permitted 
to prevail. Our laws and inftitutions are 
yet fecure* Our territory is yet inviolate. 

{g) Pfalm ix. 20. 

Our 
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Our country is yet maintained ei'ecl amidft 
the overthrow of nations ; a column among 
ruins; an oak untouched amidft the down- 
fall oi the foreft. Thefe are general and 
pfiftbliG''l>icflings, How many private mer- 
cies, vQUchfafed to ourfelves individually, 
may cich.- cf us add to' the account ! Let us 
coatemplafte thefe fafts, and anfwer the 
eiujui'ry ; Has the Lord our God bleffed us ? 
Let us contemplate thefe fa6ls, and anfwer 
individually, ^ach oi us for himfelf, whether 
we ought not to open our hand wide unto 
wr brother^ to the poor,, and to the needy. 
' :Tiie preceding view! of the cafe may iUuf- 
trate the, energy with which the general ob- 
ligation to Chriftian. bounty .preffes, in con- 
iequence of fpecial ciixumftances, upon every 
one of us, . Let it not however be fuppofed 
that it is only und^r the reception of extra- 
ofdiaary bleflirigs that the motive which has 
been .adduced is applicable : or that the 
fimpflc precept, . independently of any refe- 
rence to any blefling, public or private, 
which we have received, would hot have 
b?eaa of itfelf conclufive. When the Lord 
^f heaven and earth vouchfafes to fubjoin a 
reafon for his commandments ^ let us receivie 
with gratitude the light thus poured upoi> 
them. But let us not forget that our obli- 
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gation to obedience is complete in the fimpk 
truth } ^his is the will of God{F). 

On the fubjefi of Chriftian bounty ii» 
will of God is amply revealed. Not only \i 
the general duty prefcribed or implied in 
numerous paiTages of Scripture, but the 
nature of it is elucidated by particular di-^ 
regions* The general duty is a branch of 
that mutual love, by which all the difd]^le9 
of Chrift are to be c^ara£lerifed« It is on4 
of the fubdivifions of the command, Itbou 
Jhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. If thou in 
thy diftrefs wouldeft defire that the hand 4)f 
brotherhood (hould be opened wide imto 
thee; open thou thine hand wide to thy 
brother, to the poor, and to the needy^ ' 

The meafure of bounty is diftinftly ipect^ 
fied in the New Teftament, What is that 
meafure ? A meafure evidently moft reafoA^ 
able moft equitable : the ability of the indiv 
viduaL Bounty, the outward manifeftataasni 
of the willing mind, is accepted oi God- dt^ 
cording to that a man hath^ and not accordiln^ 
to that he hath not (J). 

By whom is the ability of an individual to 

be eftimated ? By himfelf. In determining 

the due amount, and the moft beneficial ap- 

. plication, of his gifts, he will gladly profit, if 

ih) I Thcff. IV, 3. (/) 2 Cor. vlii. la. 

he 
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h^ be wife, by the "fuggeftions of falutary 
counfel. But bounty, in its effence a volun- 
tary aft, lofes its nature if ftretched or com- 
preffed by compulfory diftates of another 
man's judgement. 

By what criterion is he to eftimate his abi- 
fity? This queftion, the anfwer to which 
feeraSjOn the firft view, to imply no more than 
the recoUeftion of plain fafts neceflarily 
known' to the individual, may on that accovflit 
appear needlefs and ftrange. It is a queftion, 
however, which many men neither propofe 
to themfelves with frequency -and diftinft- 
nefs s nor when they do propofe it* to them- 
felves, anfwer on chriftian grounds. 

. The man who fhuts himfelf up in cold 
penurioufnefs thinks not of Chriftian bounty, 
or thinks of it only to evade it. His ability 
to beftow, as the meafure of the duty of bc- 
ftowing, he wifties not to inveftigate. He 
wouLd gladly perfuade himfelf, if the fubje6t 
be forced upon him, of his inability. His 
pofleflions are ever in his mind j not however 
as articles to be difpenfed, but as obje6ls to be 
j;etained and augmented. A grain from his 
heap he is at times compelled*^by circum- 
ft^nces to contribute. A grain he may oc- 
calionally give under a tranfient alarm of 
confcience 5 stnd may put it down to an ideal 

N account 
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account of atonement for tranfgreffion. A 
grain he may now and then impart under the 
momentary impulfe of feeling; and may regard 
himfelfwitli complacency as having performed 
a deed of unfoli cited and needlefs liberality. 
But his heart is fet upon his idol. He muil 
turn from his idol to the living and true God, 
he mufl love the Lord his God with all his 
licait, before he will earneftly begin to en- 
quire 'y " How much for the fake of my God 
*" am I able to beftow upon man ? " 

Confider perfons of another clafs : perfbns 
not particularly defe6live in benevolence, 
placed in eafy or in affluent circumftances, 
and in a meafure accuftomed to form, though 
perhaps at diftant periods, fome eftimate of 
their own ability, and of their confequent 
duty, as to a more or a lefs extended exercife 
of beneficence. Is an error in their calcula- 
tions comm.on ? Very common. From what 
Iburce does it proceed ? From aft error in 
the principle on which their computation, 
refl-s. They take their courfe of life as it is^ 
inftead of taking it as it ought to be. In ar- 
ranging their general plan of proceedings, in 
deciding as to the adoption of habits, in the 
adjuftment of propofcd expenditure to in- 
come, they do not note downChriftian bounty^ 
correfpondent in its regular amount to the ta- 
lents 
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Idrite ehtrufted to their ftevvardfhip, as an 
originalj a confpicuous, and a leading item. 
1'hey do not deliberately eJftlude it. They 
do not piirpofely difmifs it from confidera- 
tion^ They would allow the propriety of 
providing for it a place in the fum total* 
fiut, pradlically, they do not aflign to it a 
iplace among the articles, by the addition of 
which that furtl is compofedi The articles 
which they fpecifically note are nearly fuffi-^ 
dent to form without it the fuiti total, not, 
it may be, of their annual income, but of the 
proportion of that inCome whicli they deem 
thcmfelves warranted in point of prudence to 
expend* Their fcale of expenfes is fettled on 
a fiirvey, inore or lefe diftinft, of their in- 
come, their ftation, the cuftottis of the neigh- 
bourhood, the faftiions of the polite world : 
tod bounty, fo far a^ it becomes an objeft of 
previous thought, is huddled up in the gene- 
tal mafs, with- a confufed intention that its 
claims fhall in fome way receive due regard. 
*^ Though, no appropriate fund be affigned 
*' to thofc claims; yet charity is fo com- 
^' mendaWe, fo manifeftly right, that aflured- 
*' ly we fhall not be deficient in it." Alto- 
gether deficient in charity the perfons in qucf- 
lipn will not be. But what can be expe£l- 
^ aj to I the fupply of a continual demand, 
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for which no fund, or no adc(]iiate ftind, & 
fet apart ? If the fountain be uncertain and 
feanty \ (hall the ftream be perennial and 
plenteous ? Then come unforefeen and inci-' 
dental drawbacks. Domellic expenfes exceed 
the eftimate, A fudden journey,, or a fit of 
ficknefe, or an improvement in the houfe or 
its appendages, drains the purfe. The flream 
of bounty intei-ftiits or declines^. Yet, if 
bkme were intimated, what would be the 
reply ? '^ We do not lay up any thing ; at 
" leaft we lay up no more than duty to 
** our family requires." The fatl is not dif-* 
puted. " We are frequently in difficulties^ 
" as to money/* Neither is this pofition 
controverted. " We give away as much as 
^ we* can afford,'^ You do give away as 
much as you can afford : as much as you can 
afford to give, upon your prefenf plan of life. 
But is that plan as it fliould be ? Is it chrif* 
tian ? Is it chriftian if, out of the poffeffiona 
which God has committed ir.to your hands, 
it leaves you mcrcly the prefent portion for 
bounty ? Is it a plan in which, if you love ' 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
your ' neighbour as yourfelf ; is it a plan iri 
which, if you are anxious to live unto the 
Lord Jefus Ghrift who died for you, and has 
commanded vou to minifter imtahis necef- 

fitou^ 



On Chrijiian Bounty. 1 8 1 

fitous brethren as to himfelf, you can perfe- 
vere ? It is not that you are required to fell all 
^ that you have, and to give the produce to the 
poor. It is not that you are commanded to 
throw your wealth into a common ftock with 
the poverty of your indigent neighbours. It 
is not that you aie exhorted to caft away 
comforts, and pare off ?very realbnable in^ 
dulgence. Let the diftjndlions of fbciety be 
preferved : for God hath appointed them. 
Let innocent gratifications be enjoyed : for 
the enjoyment of them in moderation God 
approves. But let it not be forgotten, that 
we aie ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth. 
Let us dread that iblieitude for accommoda- 
tions and indulgences on our way, which 
deadens our hearts to the difixefs of our fel- 
low travellers, or difables us from contribut- 
ing uniformly and largely to its relief. Let 
c|iarity be ^er confidered in the arrangement 
of your yearly expenditure, and confidered, for 
the fake of yoin: RedeerRcr, ^ an Jndil^P^n- 
fable and a prominent article : as an aiticle 
to be encreafed, whether other articles be 
or be not encreafed, with every augmen- 
tation of your revenue : as an article never to 
))e fuffered intentionally to fall fhort of a de- 
finite proportion of that revenue. Remenf- 
1^ alio, that the jRrr^ural meafiire of your 

N 3 obliga- 
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obligation to bounty is your reafonable abU 
lity, not your artificial inability, The duty 
of opening your hand wide to your brother, 
to the poor, and to the needy, is not to be 
cfcapcd by encircling your hand with volun- 
tary ligatures, and then (hewing to- how fmall 
?i compafs only it can be expanded, Reduce 
the external trappings of your ftation, be it 
higher or lower, within the narroweft limitsi 
which decency of appearance will authorife, 
Renounce every extravagant indulgence \ 
be fparing in lawful gratifications which en^ 
tail cxpenfe; The foundation of Chriftiai^ 
bounty muft in part be laid in Chriftian 
felf-denial. 

There is yet another clafs not free from 
error on the important point of ability to be 
bountiful. The perfons now in view have 
warm hearts ; purpofe to live under the influ- 
ence of religion ; are ftrongly impelled both 
by natural feeling and by confcience to cha-. 
rityj are anxious that their bounty fhould 
fill the fcriptural meafure of their ability 5^ 
but partly through an exceffive apprehenfion 
of falling ftiort, or of being deemed to fall 
ftiort, in points of propriety, partly from a 
^gree of love of the world liill lurking, 
though by themfelves unperceived, in their 
Jli^arts, entande themilfelt^s in ftiuch needlefs 
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cxpenfe : and ultimately difcover, with equal 
perplexity and diftrefs, that a retrench- 
ment muft take place either in charitable do- 
nations, or in ordinary difburrements. Do 
you difcern this defcription to include your- 
felves ? Be perfuaded that bounty demands 
the fupporting hand of felf- denial. On your 
prefent plan you would reconcile incompati-r 
bilities. The one or the other of your ob- 
je£ts mull give way. There is no alternative. 
If you will be the votaries of cuftom, benefi- 
cence muft be curtailed. If you perfift in 
faying within yourfelves, " We muft do as 
" our neighbours do : we muft ^o whi- 
" ther our neighbours go : we muft have 
" our proprieties as heretofore, our accom- 
" raodations, our fafliions : if in another 
*^ houfe we fee a new elegance, we fliall be 
" thought fmgular or parfimonious if we 
" do not adopt it : if we alter our mode of 
" living, we ftiall be confidered as on ^ the 
" verge of ruin, and fhall fee ourfelves and 
** our children defpifed — :" the point is 
fettled. Debts incurred will take precedence 
of bounties intended. The fom on which 
juftice has a claim cannot be alligped to cha- 
rity. Break, in the fti'engh of divine grace, 
your fetters. Live above the world. ~ Vou 
are ftewards of Q64. It is required injlew- 

N 4 • ards 
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ards that a man be found faithful {k). To be 
bountiful to the poor according to the fulnefsof 
the meafure ordained in the word of God is a 
branch of the fidelity of your ftcward(hip. 
Watch and pray that ye enter not into foniier 
habits of temptation. 7he fpirit indeed h 
willing ; but thefejh is weak. 
• In the next place, bounty muft be render- 
ed with cheerfulnefs. In the verfes which 
precede the text, the alacrity of the internal 
difpofition is introduced as k preliminary to 
the outward aft of duty. T^u jhalt not 
harden thine hearty nor Jhut thine hand from, 
thy poor brothef \ thou Jhalt furely give him^ and 
thine heart Jloall not be grieved when thou giveji 
unto him (/)• In the pafTage alfo in which 
we have been inftrufted by St. Paul that cha- 
rity is accepted of God according to that which 
a man hath^ a willing mind is premifed as a 
qualification indifpenfable to our accep- 
tance [m). The fubfequent obfervations of 
the apoftle breathe the fame fpirit : / thought 
it necejfary to exhort the brethren that they would 
go before unto you^ and make up beforehand your, 
bounty^ whereof ye had notice before ^ that the fame 
might be ready ^ as a matter of bounty and not as of 
covetoufnefs. Everyman according as he purpofeth. 

{h) I Cor. iv. 2. (/) Dcut. XV. 7, 10. 

{myiCox. villi. .'-•'. 
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inhis heart ^fo let him give: let the inclinatioa 
of his heart prompt and accompany his handj 
that his bounty may be not grudgingly y or of 
mcejfity : for God loveth a cheerful giver {n)^ 
If, wearied by importunity, or conftrained by 
ihame, you at length yield reluctant aid to a 
needy brother ; do you denominate the aid 
bounty ? Why not honour with the fame 
appellation your payment to thePoor's-rate? 

Are you then habitually giving according 
to your ability eftimated by the fcriptur^ 
ftandard ? Are you alfo giving with cheerfalr 
nefs ? Be not puffed up. The ability and 
the difpofition come from God* His provi- 
dence fumiflies the means ; His grace the in- 
clination to employ them to His glory. It 
is God which worketh in you both to. will and to 
Jo. Who am /, and what is my people ^ that we 
Jhould be able to offer fo willingly ^ after this 
fort ? For all things come of T^hee s and ofthin^ 
mn have we given ^hee {p\ 

In eftimating the extent of your bounty^ 
do not deceive yourfelf. Beware left you 
range under the head of charity parts of your 
expenditure which belong to another title, 
A bridge near your refidence is iwept away 
by a flood. You fubfcribe largely t^^ard^ 

(«) % Cor. «. y, 7, 

(o) Phnigp. iu 13.. t Chron. XKISL» M*. 

rebuild • 
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rebuilding it. You have felt the lofs in poiitf 
oi eommodioufiiefs. You have perceived 
that the view from your windows is be- 
reaved of an ornament. Let convenience be 
coniulted: let reafonable ornament be re- 
garded. But call not the fum which you 
pay for convenience, or for ornament, cha- 
rity. Some military preparation conne£led 
with local or national defence is propoied. 
You give an ample contribution. Any 
part of this fum which you have added exclu- 
sively for the Chriftian purpofe of favingthe 
purfes of others lefs able to bear the charge 
than yourfelf, is bounty. Do you apply 
the term to the remainder ? As equitably may 
you apply it to the premium which you^y 
for the infurance of your houfe againft fire, 
or of your veflel againft capture. You ar^ 
liberal in pecuniary allowances to youf chil- 
dren who are become men and women. It is 
well. But are thefe dift)urferaents to be 
claffed under charity ? You hear yourfelf 
termed the friend of the poor, becauf^ 
for years you have employed numbers in 
forming the artificial lake which embelliflies 
your profpe6l. For years they have derived 
fubfiftcnG6 for themfelves and their families 
from the occupation which you have furnilh- 
td, And they woiild equally have obtained 

fubfift^ 
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fubfiftence, had they been employed by a pub-^ 
lie company in digging a navigable canaL 
Would charity have been the objedl in the 
fatter cafe ? Was it in the former ? 

\x\ the article of liberality the rich might 
ftiequently receive a leflbn from the indigent. 
How often are the petty contributions of the 
poor to the relief of neighbouring diftrefs fur 
perior to the donations of the wealthy ! How 
large a proportion are fervants known to con-r 
tribute out of their yearly earnings to the 
fuppport pf an aged parent, or to the aid of 
;ui infirm brother or filler ! How often is 4 
cottager, who by his labour can fcarcely pro-* 
nde day by day for his own <:hildren, feei\ 
to take upon himfelf the maintainance of th^ 
orphaji of a relative ! The charity of thofe 
who occupy the humble walks of life is, at 
times, almoft the repetition of the widow's 
fnite. It is nearly all that th^ have^ even 
fll their livings 

In the exercife of bounty, ufe diferiniinan 
tipn* The ufe or the negleft of difcrimina- 
^on is one of the figns, which will tend to in- 
dicate to others the principle on which you 
arc ailing in the difpofal of money, and will 
»ffift you in afcertaining it for yourfelf. If 
you habitually give without refleftion, with- 
g^i enquiry into circumftances and charac- 

tersj 
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tcrs 5 the inference is merely, that you arc 
carelefs as to the pofleffion of money. You 
may have good nature j but there is no proof 
that you have the fpirit of charity. If 
you attend limply, though promptly, to 
circumftances of diftrefs without regard to 
charafter in the party relieved ; there is a ma-^ 
nifejflation of amiable and companionate feel«» 
ing, but no evidence of fcriptural love. If yoq 
take moral conduct into the account, but 
ftop fhort of all conlideration of Chriftian 
charafter ; you have teftified r^ard for moral 
a6ti<Mis, but not for Chriftianity. If, in ad-* 
dition to the affiftance to which mere diftrefs 
is unqueftionably entitled j in addition alfb 
to the encreafe of bounty which is rightly ren- 
dered to the claims of moral conduft ; youF 
heart dilates, and your hand opens more wide^ 
in proportion as you are ftrcngthened in the 
conviftion that the obge6t of your benevo- 
lence is a fincere fervant of his and your Re-r 
deemer : then have you demonftrated that 
your beneficence is Chriftian charity. Then 
have you fhewn that, loving your Sa- 
viour, you love his image wherever you dif- 
ccm it, and delight in relieving His brethren 
for His fake. In examining therefore your 
proceedings as to bounty, alk yourfelf not 
|i«rely whether, to the extent of yqur real 
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ability, ypu do good unto all men^ to the poor, to 
your friend, to your enemy, for your ene- 
my is your neighbour > but whether ^ alio 
you do good fpecially unto them who are of the 
hufebold of faith [p). Alk^ yourfelf whether 
you ftudy to make the alleviation of tem- 
poral wants an introduction to the fupply of 
"^iritual neceffities. Alk yourfelf whether 
you gladly fVretch forth a fupporting hand to 
uphold any becoming meafure, private or 
public, for the communication of genuine 
rcHgion. to an individual or to numbers, both 
within your own immediate vicinity, and at 
the extremity, of the fphere of your influence. 
On the outward manner in which bounty 
irto be difpenfed how inftruflive, how era- 
phatical, is our Lord ! Let not thy left hand 
hum what thy right hand dceth. This injunc- 
lion is given to fecurc the motive, and for that 
purpofe exprefsly to banifh oftentation. On 
feme occafipns, to conceal your bounty is im- 
pradicable. In cafes of public contribu- 
tions it frequently muft be feen of men. Still 
the motive may be fecure. It is fecure, \iyou 
Jo not your alms in order [q) to befeen^ for the 
purpofe of being feen of men. It is fecure, 
if the publicity be incidental, not intentional, 
not unneceffary. It is fecure if, when you 
kt your light fofhine before men^ that they may 

(^) Gd. n. 10. (q) ne«f ># ^i«S«mm. Matth. vi. i. 
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the Corinthians, refers it to the influence of 
the grace of God upon their hearts. That of 
the Macedonians he terms, the grace of Gid 

heftowed on the churches of Macedonia {v). 
That of the Corinthians he denominates, 
the exceeding grace of God in you : and with 
fervent gratitude fubjoins, Thanks be unta 
God for his unfpeakable gift (w)! Under the 
preventing and accompanying influence o; 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, let us ftiew our- 
felves touched by the love, alive to the exam* 
pie, of our Lord. If he fo loved us, fhall not 
we love one another for his fake ? If he for 
'our fakes difarrayed Himfelf of His celefl:ial 
glory ; if he bowed himfelf down to poverty 
and fuiTerings and death, that He might ex- 
alt us to his own right hand befide that eter-' 
nal throne which in His human nature He was 
to refume : fhall we be niggards towards Him 
in teftimonies of our affe61:ion, of ourthank- 
fulnefs ? Shall not wc rejoice to. open wide 
our hand to our brethren and His brethren ? 
Shall not we ftrivc to abound more and more 
in that cheerful afliftance, for His fake, to 
others, which He has promifed to regard and 
accept as rendered to Himfelf ? 

Re?n€mber the wo7^ds of the Lord yefus^ how 
he /aid ; // is more blejjcd io^ give than to re-- 

(v) 2 Cor. vlii. I. (w) 2 Con ix. 141 15. 

6 -j" ceive 
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ievve Qc). . Bleflings'in the prefent life, Blef- 
!^gs hpyond t)i"e grave, 'are enfured to thc^ 
who are bountiful ; bountiful,. that is to mv, 
from the Chriftian^ motive. When the^d^- 
raiebleffihg is ^ pledged to attend any courle 
of cohduft, it is oh the aiTumption ,th^t 
me condudl proceeds from love to..;Q_gfi. 
Otberwife^ ye have no reward of your Ff- 
ther 'which is in heaven.^ Let bounty be the- 
frmt of I'ehgicn ; and alms no leis than 
friers fhall come up for 'a memorial be- 
Jbre GoJ{y). Blejed is he that confideretb 
the poor : the Lord will deliver him in time_ 
of troubJe. The Lord will preferve hintt 
end keep him alive, and he Jhall be blejfed upon 
tbe earth : Thou wilt not deliver him into the 
inill of his enemies. The Lord will Jtrengthen 
him upon bis bed of languijhing. Thou wilt 
make all his bed in hisjicknefs. Come, ye blejf- 
td of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre~ ■ 
fared for you from the foundation of the world. 
Pot I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat : 
Jwas thirjiy,' andye gave me drink: I was a 
Jlfitigerj and ye took me in ; naked^ and ye 
chthed me (2:). You know the reverfe of the 
dcfcription. You know the doom of the un- 
charitable. 

{»}A&,xt.35. (?) Aa».. 4. 

(«) Pfalm sli. 1—3. , Matth. x«. 34, %%. 

. o My 
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My brethren, as children and ftcwards of 
God, obje6b of His love and difpenfers of 
His bleffings, may we give all diligence in the 
exercife of Chriftiari bounty 5 of bounty 
habitual, ample, cheerful, difcriminating ; 
bounty directed to the gloiy of God, bounty 
for the fake, and according to the example, of 
our Redeemer. May the Lord make us to en- 
freafe and abound in love one towards another^ 
' anu towards all men (^) / 

{a) I Thtfff.iii. U. 
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On Discontent, 
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Matth, XX. 15. 

Is if not lawful for me to do ij^at I will with 

mine own ? 

/CHRISTIAN tempers, and their oppck 
^^ fites, Jiave an intimate connection With 
Chriftian Morality. The one, and of courft 
die otho*, may be in their natmie fuch^ that 
their immediate exercife can readi only to 
men. Thus of the Chriftian temper, Libe- 
rality, and of its oppofite, Covetoufhefs, 
R^an only can be the a6iual obje6^. In this 
cafe, an^ in every iimilar example, the influx- 
eQceof the Chriftian or unchriftian temper on 
Morality is manifeft. There are other difpo^ 
iitions, Chriftian and their contraries, as 
humility, pride, gratitude, vmthankful*- 
nefs, of which the immediate e^iercifemay 
be dire6ted dither towards God or towards 
men; When it is diredled towards men, 

02 the 
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tigainft the indulgence of .a^ kincj^^ed ^Sb?J^\9^, 

difcontent on any other oc^aiipji^ ^^Jfj. i&^t;f[y 

the latter purpofe that the parabie isj ^9(^ ^tor 

be applied. ' .. • y .-j. -^ 

When the labsonrers affeiSiibled in t^ ev,9p- 

ing to receive their wages, the owner of the[ 

Vineyard bountifully dire6led that a fupathe 

fame with that which he had contracted tp. 

give to the perfons who had been hired early 

in the morning ihould alfo be paid to the 

others, whp had been hired at later periods, of 

the forenpon, or in the, afternoon, or even but 

an hour before funfet; This determination^ 

raifed no inconliderable difcontent among the; 

labourers who had been fent early to the 

work, and who ijow imagined that they 

ihould receive an addition to the terms i6v 

which they, had bargained. Dif^ppointed in, 

their expectation, they murmured againji the, 

^o(kl man of the houfe^ fay^^g > Thefe Iqfi have 

wrought but one hour^ and thou h^Ji. made .them 

equal unt$ us y which have borne the burden 

Und heat of the day. But he anfwered one of 

tbem^ fome one who flood forward more cla- 

moroufly th,^n the xt^y andfasd-. Friend^ I 

d$ tfjee no wrong. Didji not thou agree with me 

for a penny ^ T^^kf that thine is^ and go thy way* 

I V>ill.gii^e untfi thi$ laji even as unto thee^ 

h: it. not Ifiwfulfor ifie ta.jdo what- 1 will witit 

03 minf 
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mine (non ? Is thine eye evil^ becaufe lam goadf 
We may eafily fuppofe the mafter, kind no 
Ids than juft, to have perceived various mo- 
tives, which might well induce a man of fuch 
principles to aft as he had done. Perhaps 
he was aware that it was not from xmwilling- 
uefs to labour that feveral fets of his work- 
men had loft parts of the day ; but merely 
becaufe no man had hired them. Perhaps he 
obferved that, when they were (ent into his 
vineyard, they worked with greater diligence 
than their companions who had btjfen hired 
fooner. Perhaps he reflefted, that the men, 
who were hired at the eleventh hour, would 
have to pay as much money for the maintain- 
ance during the paft day of themfelves and 
their families as the others. At any rate, he 
was under nb obligation to account to the 
muimurers for the reafbns of his liberality to 
the reft. They did not complain that he 
was withholding from them any portion of the 
fum which he had promifed. They did not 
intimate that the fum which they received 
from him was not an equitable recompenfe 
ifor their labour. Their eye was evil, be- 
caufe he was good. Becaufe he was kind, 
they were grudging. Did that fpirit point , 
them out as worthy obje6ts of bounty ? 
And was not the mafter to b« the judge where 
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it became him to beftow, and where to for- 
bear ? Was it not lawful for him to do what 
he would with his own ?' 

The principal caufes from which Dif- 
contcnt proceeds are felfiftinefs, envy, and 
pride. 

Selfifhnefs renders a man fp anxious re- 
fpefting his perfonal comforts and interefts, 
that the fight of an objeft which he fuppofes 
likely to contribute to either, or even the re- 
colle6lion of its exiftence, will fuffice to ren- 
der him uneafy and reftlefs. His mind be- 
coiiies bufied in projects for obtaining it, or 
in repinings that it is beyond his reach H? 
is cloudy, fiiUen, peevifh, in tjie want of It : 
and m llie poflbfiion of it fpeedily grows as 
difepntented as before, in confequence of dif- 
cpvering that he now wifhes for fome other 
acqulfition. 

The envious man is difcontented when he 
views the happinefs of another. The felfifh 
man fees with difqui^ ^ny good in the poffef- 
fion of his neighbour, bepaufe he delires to 
poflcfs it himfelf. The envious man is dif- 
qmeted fimply becaufe his neighbour enjoys 
the gratification of poffeffing it. For the obe 
jcft confidered in itfelf, perhaps he has no in- 
clination. Perhaps he is confcious that it 
would be a trouble and a buithen to him« 

04 jPerhaps 
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h^p^ni^ for.it.ijtiiat Imrl^^jilxifurjaay, kav^ 
it'npC ■ ■ '.' \:.-" ".' ■ •' „■ ,. ,, '... 
The proud man is inaignant mat otfao^^ 

whom he defpife?, .](h9^'P(vfl^ ^ ;*^4^**'. 
te|e, <>f, which He ds«^^tJKin liawormy-Va^ 
doiibiy indighajit, ^a^, he. is not T ^ 




ppt^r^ . If he oji^s it, he is . ij^' ^ 
cQjiteiited that oth?ris may enjoy, it lij^ 
wife, 

Difcontpt, vie\yed as an o0enc€. ^^^ajutiflu 
Qpd, iiiVQlvc? -tollyj, ingratitu4|^^aod' pie- 
fumption. - . 

It charge* the wifdonij of God with &]fy« 
It complains oJE Jlls.s^po^tninu.-'. ';ft'i». 
plies that He has ^npt .dimituted. Ijis gifts 
to the greateft advantage: that \^^ .could 
Ijave chosen better for ouj:fe>Lves thaa/hte has 
cholen for us . Now. wJlien Jpb was fijjffeKingi . 
not under an imagirtary ,tfouble from the di&-. 
ijre of fpme objeft which he had never poA . 
fefled, but under the Ipjfe of all his earilily^ 
w?altii and pf all liis chjil^ren ; in all this tri-^ 
bulatipu, l^e Jir^ned noty nor charged Qod^ 
foglijhly (^). . Qpritrafted with this exampl(^- 
IjPW grievpus is the fojly of I>ifcontep,t J 
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On Difeonttnt^^ aor 

Difcontent is bgdGb ingratitude to our ELea-. 
YPiily Benefaflor, Becaufe He withhp^ 
wmc one particular gift on which we have 
fixed our inclinations, we refufe to render r tt^ 
tribute of cheerful thanks for the benelSits 
which He has beftowed. He has crowned 
us with numberlefs bleffings* He fuftains 
and protefts us by night and by day* • He 
has mercy upon us notwithftanding our con- 
tinual tranfgreffions. He has given His own 
Son to die for our iniquities. He fets before, 
us a kingdom of everlafting glory. Yet be- 
raufe there is one objefl which he withholds 
or refumes, and witi(iholds or refum?s be- 
caufe he loves us ; we are diflatisfied with 
his dealings, and flight his immeafurable 
goodnefs ! When Job had to fuftain, in ad- 
dition to the fudden lofs of wealth and chil- 
dren, the fevereft bodily afHi6tions : was his - 
language that of a difcontented fpirit ? What ! 
Jhalt we receive good at the hand of Godj and 
jhail we not receive evil ? In all this did not . 
Job Jin with his lips (^), 

Difcontent is prefumption againfl: the 
Lord of the whole earth. It forgets that. w^. 
are His fervants. It afTumes his prerogative, 
and afpires to regulate after its own will the . 
courfe of His providence, to dilpofe according- 

( j) Job, ii. JCK f 

to 
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to its own pleafurf of the work? of His hand, 
and of the pfficcs in His houfehold. Clothe its 
thoughts jvith words, and it fays to the mofl: 
High 5 " I wifh to be in fuch a ftation : why 
*• dofl: Thou not place me there ? I wifh for 
" fuch a ppffeffion : why dofl: Thou not give 
it to mp ? I diflike fuch an office in Thy fa- 
mily « why haft thou fixed me in it ? I am 
*^ offended at fuch an event : why haft Thou 
•* allowed it to come upon me ?" Shall an 
earthly mafter choofe his own fervants for 
the different pofts in his houfe : and ^o you 
deny the fame power to God ? Shall an 
earthly mafter judge what is the fituation in 
which this man may ferve him the beft, and 
. what employment is fitteft for anpt^ioir : and 
would you interfere with God in a fimilar 
exercife of His rights ? Shall an earthly pro- 
prietor difpenfe his bounty according tb his 
difcretion : and do you call to account the 
Proprietor of all things for the manner ii^ 
which He diftributes His bleffings ? Shall the; 
owner of a vineyard be juftified in granting 
to the labourers hired at the eleventh hour 
wages equal to the fum which he had pro- 
mifed to the workmen, who had home the 
burthen and heat of the day : and (hall not 
the Lord of all do what He will with his 
Qwn ? When Job, ftung by the groundlefs 
' accufa^^ 
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;accu{ations of his friends, was hurried into 
the rafh and hopelefs attempt of juftifying 
himfclf before God ; then was he enfnarod, 
and we need not to wonder that he was left 
to be enfnared, into the language of Difcon- 
tent^ But the Lord anfwered Job^ and /aid; 
Shall be that contendetb with tbe Almighty 
inftruB Him ? He that reproveth God, let him ' 
anfwer it. Job felt conviflion inftantly. 
Then yob anfwered the Lord, and f aid } Behold^ 
lam vile: what Jhall I anfwer thee ? I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth. Once have Ifpoken y 
but I will not anfwer lyea twice, but Iwillpro- 
teed no farther (r), * 

Obferve the powerful influence of Difcon- 
tent on Morality, 

A tree may exhauft itfelf by the abundance 
of it 5 produce : but evil tenipers are ftrengtli- 
ened in proportion to the quantity of fruit 
which they bear. Hence, when one evil 
temper becomes the root of a fecond, the 
growth of the latter invigorates the former. 
When felfifhnefs is the origin of Difcontent, 
to cherifh difcontent is to encreafe felfiftinefe* 
It is to encourage the covetous defires over 
which felfiftinefs broods 5 the rapacious ef- 
forts, the deceitful machinations, by which it 
purfues the attainment of its objeft. When 

{c) Job, xL 1—5; 

' Difconcenl 
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IQ : . . — - — '-7i to harbour it 

jjp. . : ^ : J blacken the ma* 



^1-, .. -^ Jtiirt ; to envenom the 

pj .V. ,ii jye. When Difcon- 

..: /:-ue, to indulge it is to 
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i CO ftimulate contempt, 

.. .^u :o aggravate domineering 

> o) nurture every thought 

_ jiKi^ every deed which it 

. . |.:oiidon to the law of Chriftian 

.c%i. can the difcontented man 

_.;ixur as himfelf ? 

< r God will love bis brother 

-c :v.'o great commandments are 

^ .v^ uiivi in hand. He who loveth 

;., . i ::^t love his brother • So it was 

r..* nrprefented in the parable. Of 

.. . > 'vho murmured againjl the good 

:\ '::'J\\ under which title the fu- 

. /.u of all is emblematically defcrib- 

. it the fame time ftated, that their 

,_. .-r.V towards their aflbciates. Look 

, cv own hearts, and examine whether 

^ ^.^;v Iv not fimilar with you, in any in- 

^-, o:\lilcontcnt. 

^ .:»r/.sicr farther, how deeply the fpirit of 
;vvM^'J»^ encroaches on the moral obferv- 
j^v ..*f relative duties. If governors are idif- 

( J) 1 John, JT. J I. 

^ . 2t con. 
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^ contented with their ftibje6ls'; how ftrong is 
[ the temptation to fail in the offices of difin- 
Krefted and afFeftionate fuperintendence ? 
If fulgefts are difcontehted with their go- 
vernors ; how languid is loyalty, how cold 
is obedience ! In private life, when difcon- 
tcnt occupies the bofom, every obje6l is 
viewed through the medium of irritation. 
Incidents in themfelves indifferent are niifm- 
terpreted, and excite commotion: incidents 
aftuaily unpleafant raife a tempeft. Hence 
the hufband becomes four and morofe to- 
t^ards the wife; the wife captious and 
Mid towards * her hu(band. Hence fathers 
frmke their children to anger ^ meeting their 

Maviour when umblameable vvith harfli and 

• 

vexatious reprehienfion, fo that they arc ////- 
tmag(fd{e). Hence mafters and riiiftrdB^es 
cJffirftiiies view With ^vifti difTatisfaaion 
ttlfc dbetettt ability alld att^tion of fetvants : 
afid- Whife they ihjuri* ic ufefiil domeftic by a 
fcfifty arid improvidetit difmiffal, deprive 
^6ik](felve& qf his fervices on account of 
iiil|)erfe£l5onshd greater than muft reafonably 
be expefled' in his fucceffor. Hence alfo 
fiieiids cool in their attachment t and they 
who have long been united in the hcufehold of 
faith feein almoft to forget the love of bn>- 

{/) CoItHi. 21. 

• * thefhood. 
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thcrhood. How immoral is a difcontented 
mind ! 

Let me now fuggeft fome confideraticms^ 
which may be inftrumental, under the grace 
of God, in ftrengthening you againil dif— 
content. 

Recolleft, in the firft place, that objefts 
which you have heretofore been very anxious' 
to obtain, have not realifed, when you have 
procured them, the expeftations which you 
had cherifhed. Poffibly, when firft pofleded, 
they may have afforded the fatisfa£tion which 
you anticipated. But afterwards you found 
a large deficiency. If you fhould become 
mafter of the obje6l which you now defire, 
you will experience the fame refult. Be fefs 
uneafy then in the want of it. 

In the next place j has it not repeatedly 
happened that when fome other objeft on 
which you had fet your heait has proved un-^ 
attainable 5 you have learned by experience, 
not only that the pofleffion of it was of lefs 
importance to your welfare than you had fup- 
pofed, but that you have been enabled to live 
in reafonable comfort without it ? Why 
fhould not the cafe be the fame with 
refpeft to the prefent object of your pur^ 
fuit ? 

Again : has not Difcontent been a pofitive 

fource 
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.fource of unhappinefs to you ? Has it not 
deftroyed your tranquillity^ poifoned your fa*- 
tisfaftions, fhut up many fources of delight^ 
rendered you your own tormentor? Calculate 
fairly and coolly, and tell yourfelf how often 
it has been that an objeft, the want of which 
filled you with difcontent, has repaid you, 
when in your pofleffion, for the uneafinefs 
which it occafioned to you before. 

Obfeve fourthly, how manifeftly Difcon- 
tent is a hindrance to the accompliflimcnt of 
its own wifhes. Suppofe that the objc6t 
which you are folidtous to poffefs is in itfelf 
lawful, and that it is defirable for you. How 
is it to be obtained ? Are not your own ex- 
ertions to be among the means by which it 
muft be procured ? Difcontent mifguides, 
impedes, and baffles them. It clouds and ua- 

• fettles the judgement; aiid urges you to rafb, 
uncertain, and unprodw6Hve efforts. Who 
is the man that will purfue his objeft with 
confiftent prudence, with perfevering energy ? 
He who has exercifed himfelf t9 bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chrijt : 
who. neglefling no lawful means of fucceeding 
in a lawful pui;pofe, ferenely conmits the 
event to the good pleafure of Infinite WildomMr 
This is the man whofe exertions will be cal- 
culated to attain their end/ This is the man 

S\ whole 
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whoife exertion^ Gbd, whether by profpering 
or By difappoihf ing'them, will btefs. ilis ei-. 
crtionfe, be the t^tnihf thJdfti what itmaj^;' to-^ 
gether widi his prrayeTs whether grantra^^br 
hot, Jhall turn into his own bcfom. 

Rtifiea: farther, on your own demerit. 
" Another man,'* you fay, " enjoys more of 
*' the favours of God than myfclf/' Why 
fhould not he enjoy more of them ? Perhaps 
you will anlwer; " He deferves them lefs than 
" i." Deferves them lefs ! How know yon 
the meafure of his deferts ? fVho art thou that 
judgefi another^ and afcribeft the fuperiority to 
thyfelf ? Perhaps this man's tranfgreflions are 
fewer than thine. Perhaps, if he finncth 
inore than thou in fome points, in others he 
is lefs enflaved to wickednefs than thou art. 
Perhaps when compared with thee by the 
Searcher of hearts, he is feen to have offend* 
ed in the face of fainter light, againft inferior 
inftruclion, under the contagion of worfe ex- 
ample. Be thefe things as they may, dp 
you delerve the favours which you grudge to 
your neighbour ? Is that grudging fpirit an 
indication of deferving them ? Whether your 
neighbour be more unworthy or lefs un- 
worthy of them than yourfetf, do you pre- 
furhe to fay that in the fight of God you de- 
fei-ve them ? Think of life and all its attend- 
ant 
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arit mercies beftowed upon you by His boun- 
tiful hand: think of the countlefs benefits 
\srhich he has fhowered down upon you, and 
ilill continues to you: and anfwer whether, in- 
ilead of murmuring for an additional bleffing, 
it were not better to be employed in an hum- 
ble confsflion that you have juftly incurred the 
forfeiture of all that you have received. 
Convi6led by your own confcience, and con- 
Mfted, if you deal honeftly with yourfelf, 
you muft be, of having made a worthlefs and 
ungrateful return for the favours already 
conferred upon you from your birth to the 
prefent moment ; you repine that you do not 
poflefs more ! And what if more were grant- 
ed? Would not your refponfibility be encreaf- 
«d? Would not a proportionate return be 
iiemanded ? 7o whomfoever much is giveriy of 
ihim Jhall much be required. Unable as yoii 
lave proved yourfelf to offer to your Benefaftor 
^nd Judge even the femblance of a fuitable 
return ; are you eager and impatient to fwell 
with new articles an account, to which you 
ought now to look forward, even if you re* 
. pofc on the merits of the great Redeemer, 
wth aweful anxiety ; if on merits of your 
own, with defpair ? In computing your pre^ 
fefit advantages, reckpn as one of them, that 
you do not poflefs the objeft, the want of 

p whicli 
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which renders you difcontented* That God 
has not beftowed it upon you fumifhes a prc- 
fumption, that it would not be an advantage 
to you. Your diflatisfied temper refpe6ting 
it fomifhes another prefumption. That ac- 
quifition which you are difcontented at not 
poffefling you would probably employ amifs» 
were it granted. Be thankful that you have 
it not. 

In the next place 3 turn your eyes on the 
perfons who, apparently, are lefs favored at 
the hand of God than yourfelf. What is the 
poffeflicMi for which you are fo folicitous ? Is 
it an encreafe of money ? How many perfons 
are poorer than you ; poorer in pofitive pro- 
perty, poorer in their ftation than you are in 
yours ! Is it fome particular accommodation 
bearing clofely on your comfort ? How many 
perfons are imable to procure accommodations 
more important to them than your objeft is 
to you' ! Is it elevation in your line of life, or 
removal to a higher ?- How many, with open- 
ing profpefts in their youth far fuperipr to 
tiiofe with which you b^an to climb the ac- 
cent of manhood, are now beneath your level! 
Is it a defirable fettlement for a cldld ? How 
many parents have beheld their hopes, when 
fcemingly on the verge of accompliftimgit, 
blighted for ever i or when thofe hopes have 

been 
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been oftenfibly fulfilled, terminating in a ftiU 
more painful difappointment ? Many alfb of 
thefd individuals, who, fo hx as human conjee* 
tare may pronounce, feverally are lefs favored 
than yourfelf, in the refpeftive points which 
have been fpecified, would probably be found^ 
were their condition accurately compared with 
yours/ under fome other circumftances of 
difadvantage. Be not difcontented, but 
thankful. 

Farther ; attend to the example of your 
Lord, and of thofe who after his departure 
from the world trod the moft carefully in his 
fteps. When the Lord of glory had not 
where to lay^his head, when in this refpefl: 
placed for our fakes by His Heavenly Fa- 
ther's will in a condition inferior not only to 
that of the poffeffor of the humbleft cottage, 
but to that of the foxes which have holes, and 
the birds of the air which have nefls : did he 
repine at the difpenfation ? Lo^ I come to do 
^hy will^ Gody was under every circum- 
:Aance the language of his heart. When wea- 
xied in the cities by crowds which inceflantly 
"jreffed upon him to be healed of their difeafes 
and to hear his doftrine, fo that he had not 
^ime even to eat bread 3 when precluded from 
repofe in the defer ts to which he had retired 
by immediate interruptions from new multi- 

p z tudes : 
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tudes ; when recompenfed for his incalculable 
mercies with difi-egard, with contempt, with 
treacheiy, with perfecution, with death; 
where is the inftance, in which a murmur of 
difcontent broke from his lips ? Look to his 
Apoftles. How diligently did they follow 
the example which their matter had fet before 
them ! He among them who had relinquifh- 
ed the moft and had fufFered the moft 
was enabled through the grace of his Lord 
truly to affirm ; / have learned^ inwhatfoever 
jiate I anty therewith to be content {f). Look 
to the early Chriftians, who proved that they 
regarded themfelves as ftrangers and pilgrims 
upon earth : who, not only when they had 
food and raiment ^ were therewith content ^ not 
only were not diflatisfied in the total abfence 
of worldly advantages, but took joyfully^ took 
be it obferved, with a rejoicing heart, the 
fpoiling of their goods ^ knowing themfelves to 
have in heaven a better and a more enduring 
fiibftance [g). 

Liften to one confideration more. All 
things work together for good to them that love 
God. Where then is the place for difcon- 
tent ? If you love not God, on what pretence 
can you defire gifts and favors from hini ? 
If you love Him, all/things work together 

(/) Philip, iv. II- ^ {s) Hcbr. x. 34. 

for 
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our good.' The abfence of the 6bj6^ 

e poflfeffion of which you are ' anxious • 

ilure of your efforts to acquire it Y t:hife 

difappointment of your hopes, arewori:- 

ogether fpr your good. What is there 

r for you to delire ? ; / ' . ' 

|ct us all, my brethren, lay to heart tfie- 

(s on which we have meditated ; arid rbr- 

y' feek from the Giver of all good the 

g of a contented fpirit. The finfulnels 

ifcontent is pointedly marked in the hil- 

• of the children of Ifrael. When thepeo^ 

}plained^ during their abode in the wil- 

efi, it difpleafed the Lord ; and the Lord 

it^ and His anger nioas kindled : and the 

the Lord burnt among tbem^' arid cdnjhmed 

that were in the uttermojl parts of the 

(/&). Afterwards they became difcon- 

with the manna, and murmured for 

to eat. ^hen Mofes heard the people weep 

tghout their families^ e^ery man in the door 

tent: and the anger of the Lord was kindled 

ly. His power which had been queftion- 

e difplayed by bringing an innumerable 

ny of quails round the camp. But 

the fiejlo was yet between their teeth^ ere 

%s chewed^ the wrath of the Lord was kin^ 

\gai7ijl the people y and the Lord f mote the 

(^) Numbers, xi. i. 

p 3 people 
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people with a very great plague (/), Hear 
St. Paul in his application of the example of 
the Ifraelites to onrfelves : Neither murmur ye^ 
asfome of them alfo murmured ^ and ivere de- 
Jlroyed of the dejlroyer (ii). Hear St. Jude 
charafterifing the finners of the laft days as 
fpeaking hardfpeeches againJlGod^ as murmur en 
and complainerSj walking after their own lujls (/) . 
Let us beware of being found in the number. 
Let us havejaith in God ; and quietly com- 
mit ourfelves in all things unto Him. Let 
us be content withfuch things as we have : for 
He Bathfaid, I will never leave thee norforfake 
thee{m). 

(f) Numbers, xi. io«*33. (i) i Cor. x. lo. 

(/) Judci 16. (m) Hfibr. xiii. 5. 
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On Worldly Anxiety. 
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e careful for Nothing : but in every Thing By^ 
Prayer and Supplication with 7l>ankjgiving^ . 
let your Requejis be made known unfo (jod^ 
And the peace ofGod^ which pajfeth alVD[nder^ 

fiariding^ fhall keep your Hearts and ^inds, 
through Ghriji Jefus. 

T N this paffage the Apoftle warns us againft 
a frame of mind, which, whether its in- 
trinfic nature or its efFeft as t6 morality be 
regarded, will prove itfelf intiaiately allied 
to a fpirit of Difcontent. 

The preceding verfe clofes with a veiy 
weighty admonition; T^he Lord is at hand. 
As though St. Paul had faid 5 " The prefent 
** life is not only fo uncertain, but is like- 
" wife fo fhort, that death, which fixes your 
*^ ftate for Judgement, may well be always 
^* contemplated by every one, whether old or 

t 4 " young, 
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*' young,asnear." To the various inftru6lions 
which he had before been delivering this con-^ 
fideration would give additioni^l foice. Had 
he thus exhbrted the fervants of Chrift : Re^ 
joice in the Lord ahvay : an4 again Ifay^ Re- 
joice ? The more warmly would they rejoice 
in the promifes x>f the*gBrpel7 when they re- 
fledled that it could be but a fhort time 
which fhould pafs before they fhould depart 
and be in poffeffion of their inheritance with 
th^ir Lord. Had. he thus addreffed themy. 
Let your moderiftion be /known unto all men? 
The. more ek^^y; would they reftrain fhem-? 
(elves ,thfough tlie gracq of God from letting 
tlieir,^e(&tions' oh things on ^arth, when they 
bore in mind that the period could not be 
long before they fhould be feparated from 
earthly things for ever, The fame confH 
deration would contribute to te.ach and to^ 
enable them to obey the fucceeding com-r 
mandj Be careful for nothing. On anpther 
pccafion we find the apoftle employirig thq 
fame general argument in a manner fubftan-: 
tially fimilar. When he counfels the Corin- 
thians to be cautious as to the needlefs aggra- 
vation of their difficulties in their Chriftian 
courfe, and the accumulation of frefh anxieties 
refpefling temporal concerns, by entering 
jnto the married ftate during thofe days of 

diftrefs 
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diftrefs 2Uid perfecutipn J it is thus; tfeat Ixfe 
ijnprefles the advice. Tbis Ifay^. brethren \, 
the time isfl^rt. It remaineth that they that 
aeep be as though they wept not :; and they that 
repice^ (not they that xtpictirpthe Lordyh\A 
they that rgoice in. the prefent accomplifli- 
ment of their worWly wifhes) /w thdiigh they 
rejoiced not ; and they that buy 'as though they 
pojfejfed not 5 and they, that ^f^ this wprJdy as not. 
abufing it: for the fajhion of this world- pajfetb 
away. But I would have ym without^ car.efulr^ . 
nefs{a). . * . 

We perceiye then how pQwerfulis^he mo- 
tive with which the apoftle introcUiees to the 
Philippians the direftions upon which vve ar^i 
now to meditate i Be careful for nbthing : . but . 
in every thing by prayer and fuppli cation with 
tbankfgivitig let your requejis be made known unto 
God. And the peace of Gbdy which pajfeth all 
underjianding^ Jhall keep your hearts and minds 
through Chri/i Jefus. They are , direfilions . 
replete with the foundeft advice and the moft . 
encouraging confolation. May the. divihe"^ 
grace guide us all to apply them aright to our 
own inftruftion and comfort ! 

§ 

I. What is the difpofition of mind, again ft 
which Saint Paul admonifhes us ? Careful- 
pefs J that is to fay, harraffing anxiety, whe- 

{a) I Cor. viL 29— 32, 

ther 
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ther under prefent troubles, or under the 
apprehenfion of future trials. To fuch 
anxiety we are all prone. The caufes which 
naturally incline us to it are many* One of 
them is, the confcioufnefs of our own help- 
kfsnefs. We difcover^that we are open on 
every fide, within and without, to tribula- 
tions, loffes, perils, againft which we arc 
unable to guard. Their actual amount, jn 
itfelf very great, we in fome inftances 
magnify; and in more we magnify the 
probability of experiencing them, or at leaft 
of experiencing them fpeedily. Thus we arc 
cafily drawn into overwhelming folicitude. 
Another caufe is the acknowledged neccflity 
and duty of perfonal exertion for the purpofe 
of avoiding the evils which we dread, and 
obtaining the good which we defire. This 
very habit of exertion has in many cafes a 
tendency to encreafe and rivet the anxiety, 
from which it in part originates. Another 
caufe is an undue value for earthly obje6ts. 
Where our ti^eafure is, there alfo will be our 
heart. And in proportion to the gratifica- 
tion which we promife to ourfelves from any 
poffeflion will be our anxiety to acquire and 
to retain it. . Another caufe, not, like the 
laft, blameable in its own nature, but on the 
contrary amiable in itfelf and laudable, is 

afFe6tion 
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affeftion for others. Foi'^thofe whp ^re juftly 
dear to us we feel, and we ought to feel, as 
for ourfelves. Often we feel more for them 
than we ftiould feel for ourfelves. For theix 
concerns we are not lefs anxious, frequently 
we are much more anxious, than for our 
own. Nay, it not feldom happens that wc 
indulge our minds permanently and with 
<^en eyes in a ftate of unwarrantable care- 
falnefs refpe6ting the interefts of perfons 
whom we love, which an averfion even to the 
appearance of felfifhnefs would have prompt- 
ed us to check with regard to fubjefts affeft- 
ing ourfelves alone. Another caufe is the 
want of a fufficiently ftrong and lively faith 
in God. Looking too littlfe to Him, we arc 
defervedly allowed to harrafs ourfelves with 
our own fchemes, to become a prey to our 
own imaginations. Thefe caufes of careful- 
nefs are general. They exercife an influence 
more or lefs aftive over every perfpn. In 
fome perfons their efteft is encreafed by par- 
ticular caufes ; as by weaknefs of health, 
by unufual calamities, or by other circirai- 
ftances which have weighed down the fpi- 
rits, and difpofed the mind to more than or- 
dinary fearfulnefs and fufpicion. 

The unfuitablenefs of this anxious tem- 
per to a Chriftian may be ihewn by various 

ar- 
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arguments. One argument adequate of it- 
ielf to prove that unfuitablenefs, the confi- 
deration, namely, that the Lord is at bandy 
has already been noticed. Objefls, with 
which we are fpeedily to part, cannot realbn- 
ably call forth overpowering folicitude. In 
the next place; why do not we refleft on our 
ignorance? For "who knoweth what is good 
for man in this life, all the days of his vain 
lifty which he fp^ndeth as ajhadow {b) ? The 
objefts which we ftrenuoufly defire might 
prove, if attained, injurious to our prefent 
comfort, dangerous to our final welfare. 
The events which we dread and are labour- 
ing to fhun may be bleflings in difguiie: 
bleflings to us both as to this world and as 
to the next. Then how little can the moft 
eager carefulnefs accomplifh! This is an 
argument employed by our Lord himfelf. 
Which of you with taking thought can add to 
bis fiature one cubit ? If then ye be not able to 
do that thing which is leajl^ why take ye thought 
for the refi (r). RecoUeft alfo the difabling 
efFeft of carefulnefs upon the mind. It 
clouds the underftanding j perplexes the 
judgement; produces imprudence, rafhnels> 
or fluftuating and dilatory proceedings : and 

{}) Eccles. vi. 12. {c\ Luke, xn. 25, 26. 
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frequently difqualifies us for that vfery exer- 
tion which it recommends, and without 
which the attainment of our wifhes is im- 
poffible. It encreafes, likewifq, i,n proportion 
as it is indulged, the immoderate value, 
which we already aflign to the earthly ob- 
jefts on which our anxiety is fixed. It aug- 
ments the want of confidence in God and of 
dependence on His * love, and every other 
unchriftian feeling which has contributed to 
load us with folicitude. 

The influence of Carefulnefs on morality 
is energetic and pernicious. Carefulnefs has 
but a ftep to take ere it becomes difcon- 
tent. That ftep taken, it is a fource of all 
thofe violations of the law of love to our 
neighbour, which difcontent has already 
enumerated among her fruits. When care- 
fulnefs ftops fhort, if ever it wholly ftops 
fhort, of difcontent ; ftill it fets its affeftions 
on things on earth : ftill it retains its over- 
weening eftimate of their importance : ftill 
it tempts to the ufe of unwarrantable means 
for the purpofe of fecuring poffeffion of its 
objeft: ftill it manifefts difproportionate 
alarm under the apprehenfion of impending 
troubles, and ftiews itfelf not fufficiently- 
fcrupulous as to the methods employed to 
avert them : ftiU it lead? us praftically to 

regard 



222 On Worldly Anxletf. 

regard the intereft and the comfort of oar 
neighbour as lefs valuable than our own, or 
than the advantage and eafe of the peribns for 
whom we ai'e careful. It fours the nund ;, 
renders the temper irritable and uncertain; 
corrodes the fatisfaftions, and undermines 
the quiet, of domeftic life. It deadens the 
fympathy of others, by continually calling it 
into exercife on fome fmall occafion: and 
thus predifpofes and tempts them to in- 
difference. Difgufling them by treating 
every trifle as a concern of moment, it 
teaches them to treat momentous things as 
tiifles. 

" But are there not any worldly objedls,*^ 
you afk, "concerning which anxiety that 
" may be called harraffing may lawfully be 
" indulged?" Hear the anfwer of St. Paul: 
Be careful for nothing. There is no worldly 
objeft concerning which it is allowable to- 
indulge a degree of folicitude incompatible 
with willing fubmiffion to the appointment 
of God, with any branch of the Chriflian 
fpirit, with cheerful a6livity in Chriflian 
duty. Does the reply of the Apoflle fland ■ 
in need of confirmation ? Hear it confirmed 
by our Saviour. T^ake no thought for the^ 
morrow : the morrow fhall take thought for the 
things ofitfelf I fay untoyou^ take no ^thought 

for 
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for your Itfe^ what yejhall eat or what ye Jball 
drink ; nor yet for your hody^ if bat ye Jhall put 
on{d). In this paffage there are two par- 
ticulars, to which I would invite your atten- 
tion. Firft : Ih the original language of 
the New Teftament, the word which our 
Saviour ufes to exprefs taking thought, is the 
very word which St. Paul employs to fignify 
Seing careful (e). In the next place, our 
Lord fliews that the command not to take 
thought, not to be careful, admits not of any. 
exception, by applying the injunfl^on to 
particulars which are abfolutely neceffary to 
our exiftence. Take no thought what ye 
Jhall eat \ or what ye Jhall drink ; or what ye 
Jhall put on. That it was not the intention 
of Chrift to forbid anxiety merely as to the 
kind and the quality of food and raiment, 
is manifeft from the reafons which he af- 
figns againft carefulnefs. Why are we not 
to take thought what we Ihall eat, or what 
we (hall drink ? Becaufe God feedeth the 
fowls of the air, which neither fow, nor 
reap, nor gather into barns. Why are we 
not to take thought what we fhall put on f 
Bcaufe God arrays the lilies of the field, 
whicJx neither toil nor fpin, with glory fu- 
perior to all the magnificence with which 

W) Matth. vi, 2^5-^34. Luke, w, Z2, ^c. 
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Solomon Was invcfted* If then wc are ppH'* 
tively forbidden to hai'bour diftrefling ani- 
iety even rcfpefting common nourifhment 
and clothing, articles without the conftattt 
&pply of which life cannot be fuftainedr 
affuredly there is no worldly obje6l concem- 
^g which fuch anxiety is permitted, ^e 
careful for nothing. 

II. What courfe are we then to take, 
when troubles prefs upon us, or hang over 
us ? In every things replies the Apoftle, hj 
prayer and fuppli cation with thank/giving let 
your requejis be made known unto God. 

When our Saviour forbids harrafling cares 
even concerning food and clothing, and con- 
fequently refpe6ting any other terreftrial ob- 
je6l ; He gives us ample encouragement to 
lay afide our anxieties, by reminding us of 
the gracious love with which our heavenly 
Father is pleafed to look upon us. God 
feedeth the ravens. How much more are ye 
better^ how much more precious are ye in 
his fight, than the fowls ! If God fo clothe 
the grafsy which is to-day in the fields and to-- 
morrow is cajl into the oven : how much 4#r^ 
will he clothe you^ O ye of little faith ! Be not 
ye of doubtful mind. Tour Father knowefh, 
that ye have need of thefe things. In the text 

+7 he 
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lit exhorts. ua, by the mouth of this Apoftle^ 
to eommunicate on every oecaficm our 
wiflies to God, as to a Father of whofe ten- 
der and unvarying love we areaflbrdd. Ob- 
fcrve the extenfivenefe of the encourageiticnt* 
In every thing. Jt is not faad i " Under cer- 
tain kinds of trial you are at liberty to 
apply unto God for relief : but there aire 
feme troubles, under Which you are not 
authorized to ky your defires before 
" Him." It is not laid 5 " When (;alamity 
is a6tually come upon you, then may you 
fedi unto the Lord Omnipotent for relief: 
" but if you are merely apprehenfive that it 
" will befal you, forbear to iblicit it before- 
*^ hand." It is not feidj " If you ai'e adi 
eminent Chriftian, you are warranted to 
pray for deliverance from the tribulation. 
which you experience or fear : but if you 
^re confcious of much remaining fin, 
venture not to addrefs yourfelf to God.'* 
The encouragement comprehends all trials, 
aU times, all perfons. Apply to God in 
every thing. The command to apply to 

«jfci is iio lels wide, and wider it could not 
, than the prohibition againfV carcfulnels. 
J|e .careful for nothing. In every thing let 

Sur requdls be made known unto God. 
'hatever then be the evil fuom which we 
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gladly would be protcfled, whatever be the 
good with which we are defirous to be fe- 
vored: we are authorized and exhorted, 
now and at all feafons, to roqueft our Hea- 
venly Father through the mediation of out 
Lord Jefus Chriil to grant the wifh of our 
heart. Obferve farther, the manrter in 
which w^ are to make our requefts known 
unto Him : by prayer and fupplication mth 
tkankfghing. By prayer. We are to ad- 
drefs ourfelves to Him as a God who hcareth 
prayer, and is able to do for us exceeding 
abundantly above all that we afk or think ; 
and as a Father reconciled to us through 
the blood of his beloved Son, and ready to 
beftow upon us freely, as the adopted bre- 
thren of the Lord Jefus, every blefling of 
the life which now is and of that which is to 
-come. By prayer and fupplication. Mark 
the force of this addition. We are autho- 
rized and exhorted not merely to ^ddrefs 
ourfelves to God once, or fparingly, in 
prayer for the particular blelling which we 
requeft : but to plead for it before Him with 
fupplication; with earneft, repeated, I9H|||' 
continued entreaty. Our pleading muft^ 
prefcnted with fubmiffion to His good pldjjfc 
fure ; witli a decided preference that not oAr 
will, but His fhould be done. But, uudl^ 

that 
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that limitation, our entreaty that our peti- . 
tion may be grant^, may lawfully be earneft, . 
repeated, continued. And to be inflant and 
fervent and perfcvering in prayer, are among 
the means declared in the Scriptures' to be 
conducive to its fuccefs. To forward tte 

• 

fuccefs of our prayer and fupplication we 
muft add thanfgi'ving. A grateful acknow- 
ledgement of mercies already received is 
furely a becoming accompaniment of a 
requeft for any additional bleffing, But 
there feems alfo to be a fpecial reafon, which 
might lead St. Paul particularly to name 
thankfgiving in this pafTage. Thankfgiving 
is among the cleareft evidences that we ai'e 
free from carefulnefs, from the frame of 
mind which our Lord has been forbidding, 
and in the place of which he enjoins that 
we hiake our requefts known unto God. ft 
is not difficult for a perfon to be full of care 
at thS very time when he prays and fuppli- 
cates. Nay, his carefulnefs may be among 
the motives, which fend him to prayer and 
fuflpiieation. But it is fcarcely poffible for 
[m to be at the fame time careful and 
lankful. How can the ferenity and joy 
humble faith, which belong to a thank- 
heart, exift together with a fpirit of 
;are ? 

0^2 The 
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The habit of fervent and perfevering and 
grateful prayer has a dire6t tendency to ani- 
mate and elevate morality. Without it mo- 
rality cannot fubfift. It is thus that we are 
to obtain the grace, which univerfally ena- 
bles men to will and to do. It is thus that we 
are to obtain the fpecial ftrength, requifite 
on individual occafions to uphold us againft 
temptations to immoral conduft. The ftate 
of mind, too, which is fuited to prayer, is 
wholly adverfe to every immoral defire. By 
prayer that ftate of mind is invigorated and 
confirmed. What man, who has devoutly 
prayed for pardon, can rife from his knees 
in an unforgiving temper? How can he, 
who has recently fupplicated for bleffings, 
be unkind? How can he, whofe heart has 
l;|een expanding itfelf in thanklgiving, go 
forth to a deed of ingratitude? 

HI. What is the benefit promifed\o us, 
if we obey the command to be careful for 
nothing, but in every things by prayer and 
fupplication with thankfgiving, mak«*9ur 
requefts known untb God? T'he peace (0 
Gody anfwers the Apoftle, which pajfeth aU 
Underjiandingy Jlmll keep your hearts and minSs 
through Chrijl Jefus. 

Peace is the benefit promifed; and that 

peace 
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peace, the peace of God: the peace .which 
God is ever ready to beftow, ;and which He 
alone can impart. Of thi« promised peace 
it is declared, that it pajfeth ail underjtanding. 
It is an unfpeakable tranquillity^ . a peculiar, 
ferenity, • which furpafles*ajl previojus imar. 
gination ; and can be fially comprehended 
by thofe only, to whom it is known by px- 
periepce. It is one of thofe gifts of God- 
which, until it has been in fome meafurc 
poffeffed, eye hath not feen, nor earhcard^ 
neither hath it entered into Ae ;heart of n^ap. 
to conceive. It is a compofui^ fhed^broac^ 
in the heart by the Hply Ghc^, It confi^si 
in a firm conviction that God is a God of 
love, a God of love to each of us indivi- 
dually : that all things are ih «;^iHis hands, 
and come to pafs only by His appointment 
or permiffion : that He knows all our ne- 
ceffities : that His eye watches over us by 
night and by day : that in Him we live and 
move, and have our bdng : that He difcems 
at every moment what is beft for us : that 
no good thing will He withhbld from His 
fervants : that all things ftiall work together 
for good in the end to them that love Him* 
Well rnay this confidence k^ep the hem-t and 
wind of the true penitent in undifturbed re- 
pafe ! It raifes them from things temporal 

0^3 to 
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to things ctemaL; from earth to heaven; 
from man to God. It difperfes alarm, whe- 
ther with refpedl to prefent or to future 
events, by revealing the Lord of the uni- 
verfe, infinite in power, in foreknowledge^ 
in wifdom, in truth, in goodnefs, in mercy 
and loving kindnefs, as ftanding by the fide 
of His fervants to proteft, to guide, to up- 
hold them, to render the whole courfe of His 
Providence a fucceflion, in their own cafe, 
of bleffings. Surely this peace is the peace 
ef God. And it is through Chrijl Jefus. It 
is one of the fruits of His fufFerings, of Hisf 
continued interceffion for us. ' It is diC- 
penfed through Him as hegd over all things 
to His church* It is connefted with the 
confcioufhefs of that redeeming love, by 
which he has paid the penalty of tranlgref- 
fion and deftroyed the dominion of fin. It 
is a fore-tafte of that eternal peace in which, 
when the trials of earth are paffed away, His 
glorified fervants (hall reign with Him in 
heaven. 

Is not this p^ce of God, difFufed over the 
the foul, moft favourable to morality; to 
univerfal equity, kindnefs, purity, to every 
thought and deed of holy obedience ? It is 
the temper of heaven, full of love to God 
and toman: foething all fe>rrows, calming all 

paflionsi 
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paffions; withdrawing the heart from earth; 
reducing earthly objefts to their real level of 
infignificance ; extinguifhing carefulnefs and 
irritation refpefting them ; and thus prompt- 
ing us at once and fctting us at liberty to love 
our neighbour as ourfelves. 

Having endeavoured to explain the fub- 
ftance of the inftru6lion conveyed in the 
pafTage before us ; let me briefly apply it to 
three deferiptions* of perfons. 

Firfl; I would addrefs thofe who. are 
eagerly toiling in the purfuit of things of ^ 
the earth. You greatly overvalue the obje6l 
which you feek. ' Perhaps, if you fhould 
obtain it, you may live to lament that it 
ever fhould have come into your pofleflion. 
But fuppofing it to be really defirable for 
you ; ftill, if you gain it, your expeftatioas 
will not be anfwered. It will be found 
more imperfeft, when near at hand, than 
it appears at a diftance. It will alfo bring 
troubles of its own. But, hoAvever valuable 
it may be, you are not purfuing it in the 
method moft likely to be fuccefsful. Except 
the Lord build the houfe^ their labour is but 
loji that build it. Except the Lord keep the 
city^ the watchman "waketh but in vain. It 
is but loft labour that ye hafte to rife up early ^ 
and fo late take reft^ and eat the bread of 

0^4 careful^ 
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carefulnefs (/). Succefs is from aix)ve. 
Would you obtain it ? Be careful for no^ 
thing: but in every thing by prayer and fup^ 
plication with thankfgiving let your requefii. be 
made known unto God. Commit thy way unt§ 
the Lord; and if it be for thy good, ffe wiil 
bring it to pafs. Seek firft the kingdom of God 
and His righteoufnefs ; and all other needful 
things Jhall be added unto thee. 

Secondly: There aiie perfons of a ian* 
guine temper, who fee every thing as in^fun- 
fhine; and, in whatever undertaking they 
are occupied, promife to therofelves a gene* 
ral current of fucfefs. Such men may be 
regarded by others, nay they may regard 
themfeive$, as obeying the command. Be 
careful for nothing. But their freedom from 
care arife? not from humble trufl: in God. 
It fprings from a difpofition bordering, or 
more than bordering, on prefumption. Thdir 
confidence refts not on a right foundation. 
It is placed mainly on themfelves. Or it 
relies on fon>e other arm of flefti. Or it J13 
grounded on a paft courie of profperous 
events j which they term conftant good for-? 
tune, and confider as almoft certain to con- 
tiniie to attend them. It is not a meek and 

filial 
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filial dependciKt cm the .unmerited iove of a 

Htavenly Father. Are they wont in evety 

thing by prayer and fuppUcation with thanif- 

giving to make their requejis known unto God? 

' L»et thera thus feek for fuccefs, if they would 

liave a fcriptural hope of obtaining it, and of 

finding it a bleffing. 

Thirdly: Let fome few icafonabie words 
fpok?n to the dejefted; to thofc whd, 
ing depreffed by a conviftion bf fini&ilnefe, 
arcely dare to believe themfelves authorized 
caft all their cares upon God, and to hopfe 
r that peace of God which paffcth all un- 
iicrftanding. Be not furprized, ye who are 
thus bowed down and difnjayed, be not fur- 
prized to hear, be not afraid to hear with 
ipy,. that you ai-e the very perfons whom 
your God particularly encourages to caft 
7aur cares upon Him; you are the very 
perfons to whom He fpecially pronufes His 
peace. Examine the Scriptures; and you 
will perceive that the promifes and confola- 
toons of the gofpel are offered and cnfiired to 
thofc perfons in particular, vvdio feel their 
need of th?m the moft. Mark your Sa*- 
viour's expreflions: Bleffed are they that 
mourn: for they (hall be comforted. Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 

laden^ 
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hden^ and I will give you reft [g). Have 
faith in God. Thou wilt keep him^ O Lord, 
in perfeSi peace ; wbofe mind is Jiayed on I'bee^ 
becaufe he trujietb in Thee. Truft in the Lord 
for ever : for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafi-^ 
ing jirength. Caji all your care upon Himt ;^ 
for He careth for you [b). He careth for ' 
you the more, becaufe you feel your need of 
His care. Mark how St. Paul was fupporti5i[ "^ 
cd through all liis manifold trials, becaufe he 
i was careful for nothing, but in every thing 
by prayer and fupplication with thankfgiving 
made his requefte known unto God. In 
whatever ftate he was placed, he was ena-^s 
bled therewith to be content. In tribula-"^ 
tion he could always, rejoice. Though 
troubled on every fde^ he was not diftreficd. 
Under every circumftance he found the 
grace of Chrift fufficient for him. He 
could do all things through Chrift, who 
ftrengthened him. The peace of. God, 
which paffeth all underftanding, kept his 
heart and mind through Chrift Jefus. Be 
aniinated and cheered, for weH you may, ^ by 
the encouraging . inftruftion fpecially ad* 

(g) Matth. V. 4. xi. 28. 

(i6) Ifaiah, xxvi. 3, 4. i Pet. v. 7. 
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dreffed to you by the Apoftle in the text ; 
and by the comfort which his own example, 
in ^onfequence of being correfpondent to 
[ that inftru6lion, holds out to you. Thofes 
things which you have both learned and received 
\d heard and feen in hiniy do : and the God of 
^ peace Jhall be with you ( / ) . 
' To conclude : let the minifter of the gof- 
■U, in declaring the fcriptural promifes of 
peace, let the private Chriftian in applying 
^eie promifes to himfelf, beware of fpeaking 
feace where there is no peace. TChere is no 
peace y faith my God, to the wicked {k). The 
peace of God the wicked cannot poflefs. 
And without that peace, all other peace is 
deluiion. It is the calm which forebodes a 
tempeft ; the lethargy which is the forerun- 
ner of death. If you are not a real fervant 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, you are the enemy 
of your neighbour : you are your countiy's 
enemy, and your own. You are aggrieving 
your neighbour by evil conduft: you are 
corrupting him by unchriftian example. 
You are adding by your unrighteoufnefs to 
your, country's danger : you are heaping con- 
demnation upon yourfelf. A kingdom may 
be (paiedfrom fubverfion : but anunrepent- 
ing (inner fhall not efcape judgement. Your 

(i) Philipp. IV. 9* (i) Ezek. xiiu io*-l6* If. Ivii. 21. 
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country may be permitted to ftand in the 
eaithly confli6l : but you fhall perifti in the 
great day of the Lord. Do you love y«ir j 
neighbour ? Seek for grace to be righteous. '' 
Do you love your own foul ? Seek for gractf '■ 
to be righteoUcS. Do you love your Re^ 
deemer? Seek for grace to be righteous.^ 
Lay the foundation of religion in a deep con-* 
vi^lion of the natural coiTuption of the he 
and of the entire change which muft 
wrought by the power of die Holy 6hoft*id% 
the heart of every man, before he can fee tbi\^ 
kingdom 9f God{i). Proceed * through un^i 
feigned felf-abafement and repentance^to Hvm^ 
ing fisuth in the only Saviour. Ptwe you^ 
faith to be the faith which juftifies, by ms^ 
nifefting it to be the faith which wetietb ij 
kve. Afting on Chriftian prindples, tv the 
Lord and not unto men^ demonftrate their fur 
periority by the practical hoiine(s which they 
produce. Glorify the maftei* whom you 
ferve by adorning His gofpel in all thijigs, 
and by leading others to give him {^ory. 
Then Ihall the peace of God through Cbriji 
Jefus reft upon you throughout eternity^. 

(/) John, iii. 3* 
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Matth. xxii. 21, . , 

ren faith He unto them ; Render therefor t 
unto Cafar the things which are Cafar's ; 
fc. and unto God the things that are God's. 

%TANY ytars before our Saviour com- 

menced his ptiblic miniftry, the Ro- 

ilans had rendered themfelves matters of the 

land of Ifrael. They eftablifhed a governor 

in Jerufalem : and required the Jewifh nation 

to^jBay tribute to Caefar. To the people in 

f^ral this demand was extremely odious : 

tod nothing but fuperior force awed them 

int6 compliance. The tribute was a mark of 

national fulgeftion ; a tax paid to a viflorious 

adverfery . Oin that account it was highly pf- 

fenfive to the Jews. But there was another 

circumftance which poffefled great weight. 

A rel^ious fcruple came in ^d of tiie public 

feeling. 
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feeling. A paflage in the book of Deutero- 
nomy {a) forbade the Ifraelites to appoint a 
ftranger to be King over them. . This pro- 
hibition indeed related only to their volun- 
tary /:hoice of a fovereign. It never was in- ^^ 
tended to be applied to the cafe of their being ' 
conquered by enemies. But as Caefar was a 
foreigner, and alfo an idolater; many-pe*-# 
fons appear ferioufly to have apprehended 
that to pay tribute to him would be to dif-| 
obey that precept of the law, and to violate 
thdr allegiance to God. And this fentiment 
accorded fo well with the proud and refractory 
Ipirit of tljie Jews, that it obtained extenfive 
influence among them : and • was patronifed 
by the Pharifees, who affefted extraordinary 
zeal for the law. Among thofe who contend- 
ed for the lawfulnefs of paying tribute to 
Caefar, the Herodians were diflinguifhed. 
Thefe were men who had attached themfclves 
to the interefts of Herod, the King of Galilee. 
Herod was countenanced and protefled by 
the Romans. Hence his adherents, who / 
were an unprincipled fet of partifans, em- 
braced that fide of the queftion which was 
the mofl acceptable to the Romans, and the 
moft conducive to the authority of their 
Emperor. 

Xa) Deut. xvii, 14, 15. 
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Of this divided ftate of public opinion the 
chief priefts and the fcribes, the bitter ene- 
mies of Chrift, refolved to take advantage in 
order to compafs his deftru6lion. 'His death 
they had long been plotting. But the point- 
ed energy, with which he had recently ex- 
. -pofed their iniquities, had raifed their indig- 
jl nation and malice to the higheft degree : in- 
fomuch that they would inftantly have laid 
-hands upon him, had they not been afraid 
that the common people, by whom he was 
at this time refpe6led and revered, would 
4iave rifen in his defence and refcued 
him. Now, however, haviftg taken counfel 
bow they might entangle him in his talk^'^ they 
conceived themfelves to have devifed a plan 
which could not fail of fccuring their objefl. 
*|rhey lent forth a chofen number of the Pha- 
rifees and of the Herodians, fpies in reality 
md tempters, hut feigning themfehesjuji men; 
afluming an outward (hew of fanftity, and 
pretending to be diftreffed by religious doubts 
attd fcruples of confcience, to afk his decifion 
upon the queftion of tribute. The anfwer of 
our Lord, whatever it (hould be, his ene^ 
mies concluded muft produce his ruin. If 
he fbould reply that tribute ought to be paid 
to Caefar ; they were prepared inftantly to 
reprefent him as a defpifer of the law of Mofes, 

a be- 
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a betrayer of the liberties of his country^ 
a friend and confederate of its enemies : as 
one who could not be the promifed Mefliah^ 
that Redeemer who was to come, as was ge- 
nerally believed, for the fpecial purpofe df 
delivering the nation from every foreign yoke* 
His credit with the people would thus be an- 
nitihated : interference in his favor wo\ild not 9 
need to be apprehended from them : he might 
iafely be feized and deftioyed. If he ftiould 
aniwer that tribute ought not to be rendered j 
then might he be delivered at once as a fower 

of fedition and a rebel into the hands of the 

• 

Roman governor, who affuiedly would put 
him to death. Thefe wicked men fecm to 
have expefted that the eameftnefs which 
Chrifl: always manifefted for the glory of 
God, and the defire which they imagined that 
he would feel to conciliate the people, would 
lead him to declare againft the paynient of 
tribute. And they the rather wilhed for 
this anfwer, as it would not only fecure his 
deftruftion by enabling them to take bold of 
his words, tbatfo they might deliver him unto 
the power and authority of the governor (^) ; , 
but would exempt them from the odium and 
the difficulties, which might attend any di- 
reft violence on their part againft him. But 

{h} Luke, XX. zo. 
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tibe fhare was io artfully framed, that, what- 
ever might be his reply,' they concluded that 
it would be impoffible for hirri to efcape, and 
were' exulting beforehand in the pfofpe6l of 
certain fuccefs. Their fpies now approached 
him; and addrefled him with hypocritical 
compliments, Majier ! we know that, thou 
art true^ and teachejl the way of God in truth 5 
neither careji thou for any man ^ for thou regard-^ 
eft not theperfonofmen. We are fatisfied that 
thou wilt return to us without referve or he- 
litation a juft anfwer to our enquiries, re- 
H^ardlefs of giving offence to Caefar or to any 
other mortal : for thou payeft not court to 
man, nor feareft man, but feekeft only to 
announce and to fulfil the good pleafure of 
God. After this infidious introdu6lion they 
propofed their queftion : What thinkeji thou h 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cafar^ or not ? 
Blind and infatuated men ! Ye difcern not. 
that ye are endeavouring to impofe upon Him> 
from whom no fecrets are hid ! He perceived 
their wickednefs -, and faid unto them^ Why tempt ^ 
'je me^ ye hypocrites ? Shew me the tribute mo-- 
ney. Why, under the pretext of ftating an 
enquiry for confcience' fake, are you fcheming 
in fubtlety and malice to deftroy me ? Bring 
me a piece of your current coin. They pro- 
duced a fmall piece of filver, Whofe is thir 

R image 
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image and Juperjcription ? Whofe head is this 
which is flamped upcm the money ? Whofe . 
name and titles are recorded in the infcription 
which it bears ? They replied, Cafar*s. TMs 
confeflion, which it was not prafticable to 
avoid, in a moment overthrew their plans. 
In thofe days, as in the prefent, to imprefs 
the likenefs and the name and the titles of a 
pcrfon upon the national coin was an open 
acknowledgement that the individual was the 
lawful Ibvereign of the nation. Render there- 
Jorey proceeded our Lord, in term* which,, 
while they conveyed a leflbn erf general in- 
ftruftion, equally reproved the refradlory fpi- 
rrt of the Pharifees, who were unwilling 
to obey the civil power under which they 
were placed, and the time-ferving con- 
duft of the Herodians, who acquiefced in 
many heathen praftices with a view of gra- 
tifying the Romans : Render therefore unto 
Cafar the things which are Cafars ; and unto 
God the things which are "Gods. Obey your 
recognifed fovereign in all points in 
which, as fovereign, he has a righv to com- 
mand. And above all things, and at all 
hazards, be faithful in rendering unto your 
God the honour and love and fervice to 
which He is entitled, Hi^ hypocritical ad- 
verfaries could not take held of bis words before 

tbi^ 
f6 
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the people. They marvelled at the unexpefted 
wifHom of an an(wer, which they found in-^ 
capable of being perverted to his prejudice; 
T%ey held their peace ^ ftruck dumb with fur- 
prife and difappointment : and went ^away, 
covered with confiifion. 

Let us direft our thoughts, under the di- 
rine bleffing, to the general inftru6tion, 
which this reply of our Lord conveys. It 
relates to two points clofely connected : the 
duties which we owe to our governors ; and 
the duties which we owe to our God. 

• 

lir The duties which fubjefts owe inune* 
diately to thdr governors may be compriied 
under two heads ; obedience and refpeft* 

Obedience is to be rendered to governors ia 
all things lawful ; that is to fay, in all things 
which are not contrary to the law of God, 
dad are required by the law of the land. If 
a cafe were fuppofed, in which a governor 
were to order one of his fubjefts to perform 
aa a£tion which would be a breach of the di- 
tiifc commandments > the fiibje6l, whatever 
ccmfequiences tnight await him, mufl refufe 
cottij^liance : becaufe God is at any rifk to be 
obej^ rather than man. \yere the gover- 
nor to require a proceeding to be carried intoi 
cffeft, which the laws of the land forbid: 

R 2 the 
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the duty of the fubjeft would be not to obey^ 
For under God, the Law is fovereign. The 
governor is bound no lefs than the fubjeft to 
obey the laws of the land : and it is only by 
virtue of thofe laws and according to thofe 
laws that he is authorifed to require obedience* 
Putting afide, then, the neceflaiily excepted 
c;afes of aftions contrary to the law of God >- 
the eftablifhed laws of the country, under 
which term are included fuch public u(ages 
and cuftoms as are allowed to have the force 
of law, . form the rule and meafure of. the* 
obedience of the fubje6l. According to thefe 
laws, let every fout be ^fubjeSl unto the higher 
powers (r). To thefe laws we are flxidtiy to 
conform ourfelves in all things. We are not 
to think that if we obey fome of the laws, we 
may venture to difregard others. We are to 
obey all : becaufe all reft on the fame autho- 
rity. JVhofoever therefore keepeth the whole 
laWy with the exception of offending in one 
pointy he is guilty of all : guilty of defpifing 
the authority of the whole law, guilty of fail-^ 
ing in his duty as a good fubjeft. To all the 
officers by whom the laws are adminiftered 
we are to render obedience ; whether they are^ 
perfons in a higher ftation, or in a lower >. 
whatever may be the nature, or the denomi- 

(c) Rom.xiu. ir 
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of their office; whether their jurifr 
n extend over the whole land, or be li* 
! to a county or to a parifh. Submit 
Ives to every ordinance of man^ for the 
sfake : whether it be to the King^ asfu^ 
or to Governors^ to any inferior offi- 
=; of the law, as unto them that are fent by 
■H&r the punijhmetit of evil doers^ and for the 
^Ifl^ of them that do well {d). To eveiy one 
■lie perfons appointed to execute the laws 
H^ are to render obedience in all thofe par- 
l^ars, in which he is authorifed to demand 
1^ Render to all their dues : tribute to whom 
bute is due, cujiom to whom cujiom (e). In 
Kjiculars of the fame kind with thofe here 
*fied by the Apoftle, namely in the pay- 
t of taxes and of other branches of the 
lie revenue, perfons who would hold 
felves deeply injured wpre their honefty 
integrity called into queftion, are fome- 
very blameable. They will contrive in 
us articles of taxation to pay lefs than 
ought to pay : perhaps by delivering 
ive.accoimts of the poffeffions or indul- 
s for which they are liable to a tax ; or 
ating their annual income below the 
J or by fbme other mifreprefentation of 
they are confcious. Commodities 

J) t Pet.!!. I3» 14. {e) Rom/xiit. 7* 
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which have been illegally introduced thcf 
will not hefitate to purchafe; becaufe (iich 
articles may be obtained for lefs money than 
thofe, on which cuftom has been paid. Ke^ 
member therefore, that to defraud your go-* 
vemors in the difcharge of taxes is to rob the 
public ; is to rob all the inhabitants of the 
land ; it is to rob your honeft neighbour^ 
who muft difcharge his portion of new taxes 
rendered neceflary by the difhonefty of thofe 
men, who do not fuilain their full ihare of 
the exiiting burthens* Remember that to 
purchafe fmuggled or contraband goods is 
not only to rob the public j, but is to com-* 
mit a fin refembling that of buying articles 
which have been flolen. It is to purchafe 
that which does not legally belong to the 
feller. It is to encourage him to perfevere in 
his habits of iniquity. Remember alfo, that 
he who has in any way been guilty of pur-. 
loining, or of withholding, from his country^ 
is bound to prove his repentance by relH^ 
tution. 

Qbferve farther, that your obedience ixx 
lawful authority is to fpring, not from blin^ 
^pprehenfipnji but from religious principlp^ 
Ht isffr the faorisfake that: you are tofub-i 
XfvA tQ every ordinance of man. You are to 

^ fubjed Xq the higher powers, be<;gvft; there 
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is^ no power iut of God*, becaufe the pmers 
that bey whatever be the civil conftitution of 
yoiir country, i^e ordained of God-, becaufe, 
■wbofoever refifietb the power refjieth the ordi^ 
nance of God^ andjhall receive to himfelf con* 
demnation \ becaufe the ruler is, in the office 
of governing, the minifter of God. Wherefort 
ye muji needs befubje^^ not only for wrath ^ not 
only through fear of incurriijg the anger ctf 
the ruler, and bringing down punifhment 
upon yourfelf, but for confcience* fake. For 
Ubiscaufiy for confcience* feke, pay ye tribuft 
alfo\ difcharge your taxes faithfiiUy: for 
tbey^ vvhofe office it is to coUeft the revenue, 
'itre Gods minijiers attending continually upon 
ilds very thing (f). 

In addition to obedience, reipe£): is due to 
our rulers. If we are commanded to render 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom 
cuflom I we are alfo enjoined to render fear to 
jwhomfear is due^ honour to whom honour. To 
^6k who are fet over us in the ftate, we are 
uniformly to conduft ourfelves with the at-* 
tention and deference to which they are en- 
'dtled in confequence of the offices which 
they fill* Such is the reverence due to the 
authority of the laws, that every individual 
IP whom a portion, though it be a fixiall 

\l A.4 portion^ 
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portion, of that authority is delegated, has a 
claim to refpeft. To dejpife govemnfentj and 
to fpeak evil of dignities^ are fins enumerated 
by 5t. Jude and Sti Peter as among . die 
cleareft proofs of prefumption, pride, and 
iniquity of heart : and enumerated as cha- 
rafteriftic of the latter ages of the workU 
^houjhalt not fpeak evil of the ruler of thy 
people {g). We ai'e not forbidden to tfsxci& 
:our private judgement with modcfty and 
<:aution upon the conduft of our rulers in 
the management of public affair?, fo faLV, as 
we are able diftindtiy to imderjftand didir 
proceedings and their motives. But it it 
one thing to ipeak with diffident difcrimiiMr 
tion : another, to defame ^nd revile. It is 
one thing to exprefs an unfavourable opi- 
nion in the fpirit of charity : another, to 
condemn with malignant pleafure. It 19 
one thing calmly and fteadily to feek the 
removal of an unworthy minifter of the 
law: another, to reproach the law. It is 
one thing foberly to exercife the liberties of 
a fubje6t: another, to clamour amidft the 
Jicentioufnefs of faftion. It is one thing tq 
guard with vigilance the birthrights, of oufi 
felves-and of our countrymen: another, to^ 
dcpjcciate and degrade that public authority, 

-is) A6U, XMU. jj,. 
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by the ftability of which thofe birthrights 

are fecured. Neither arc we to be forgetful 

of our ignorance. How/ many important 

particulars, unfufpefted by us, concernin|j 

the councils of foreign powers, and the rer 

lative fituation of our own cquntry, may be 

known to our governors ! How wifely may 

they have determined, knowing th^fe partir 

culars, to adopt meafures which to us in our 

ignorance appear foolifh ! Let us judge with 

humility : let us cenfure, if we cenfure, with 

ibrbearance. And let us not be unmindful, 

that we may praife as ignorantly as we, con- 

-4emn. Keeping aloof then from the blind- 

nds and the violence of party feelings, let us 

neither faftioufly meddle with tkofe who are 

j[iven to change (h)-, nor bufily force ourr 

Jfelves into notice as abettors of a particular 

iet of political men, I<et us quietly attend 

to the concerns which befit our ftations: 

and while we honour 3ll who make and all 

who adminifter the laws, honour them not 

from motives of felf interell:, but for cour 

Jcience* fake. 

There is yet a duty inciiinbent on every 
Chriftian as a fubjeft, in which his rulers, 
though it is not performed immediately to 
tbem^ are more deeply interefted thai) in 

genera^ 
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jgencral they may fuppofe : namely, habitna! 
and devout remembrance of them before the 
throne of grace, / exhort that fuppUcatiom 
prayers^ intercejfions^ and giving of tbankSy be 
made for kingSy and for all that are in autbo-^ 
rity ; tlfat ^e may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlinefs and bonefiy. For this is 
^ood and acceptable in thejtght of God our Sa^ 
viour{i). The fuccefs of public coxmSAs^ 
and the national bleffings enfmng from il^ 
have probably been owing much lefs frc^ 
quently to the talents of rulers, than to the 
effeStual fervent prayer of the righteous amon^ 
the people. The fupplicants are living in 
obfcurity, poflibly in contempt. But their 
Voice afcends to heaven 5 ia heard by their 
Mediator, and prevails. For their fekes^ 
through that Mediator, rulers may be gifted 
with wifdom not their own j and proi^percd 
with fucceffes on which they had no prcteor 
fions to calculate. Through that Mediator 
the prayers of thefe fupplicants may obtun 
public bleffings, for which the ruler may 
never have offered a petition. Through 
that Mediator, their interceffion may avert 
calamities, which the ruler has neither de* 
precated nor forefeen. Through that Mew 
diator their thankfgivings may be acoeptpe^ 

fop 
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for national mercies^ wliich the ruler has 
n^lefted to adcnpwledge, or has acloiow* 
tedged with cold formality. 

II. God is equally thd govanor of us and 
of our, rulers. He is Lord of lords, and 
King of Idngs. He is our creator, our 
prefcrver, our redeemer, our fan^tifier. All 
liiis counfels arewifdom; all his ccMnmand^ 
meats holy^r and juft, and good. To Him 
therefore at ^1 times, in all things, under 
every circumfiance, our immediate, and 
cheerful, and imreferved obedience is due. 
To perform His will in Chrift Jefus is life 
cveriifting. To provoke His indignation if 
certain perdition. To obey Him is the 
proof that we acknowledge Him as our (o^ 
verdign: that we love Him as our bene* 
£i£bor : that we feek from Him, from whon) 
only it is to be derived, our true and un* 
Ruling happinefs. Let us render unto Gad 
the things- which are Gpd's. 
: Can we ccmfider God as our creator, and 
^env" l^t He has a right to govern the 
Vi;0Haxianfhip of His hands ? If he has 
ealied us of his own fpontaneous mercy 
from nothing into being} if he has fur* 
Fcnmded us on i^arth with blefiings fuited to 
9ur prc;i9nt 0:ate of ^xiftencej if He hat 

beftowed 
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beftowed upon us faculties qualifying us to 
know, to ferye, and to glorify Him ; if the 
fei-vice which he requires from us is in every 
point reafonable, righteous, conducive to 
pur welfare : fhall we not walk in His ways 
with thankful hearts ? Shall we not honoui 
Him with His own gifts ? Not only is He 
our creator, but our preferyer. In Him wc 
live^ and move, and have our being. His 
eye conflantly watches over us. His arm 
ccmftantly proteds us. He fpares us^ and 
continues his bleflings to us^ though we 
have rebelled againft Him. He cau&s his 
fun to fhinb on the evil as well as on the 
good ; and fendeth His rain on the unjuft 
no leis than on the jufl. Shall not we thank 
Him, fhall not we t)jank Him not with our 
Jips only but with bur lives, for the prolon- 
gation of unmerited mercies? But He is 
alfo our redeemer. For our fake and for 
our falvation He has given up JJis beloved 
fon, the Lord Jefus Chrifl, partaker of His 
Godhead, one with Himfelf, to humiliation, 
fuffering, and death, even to death upon th© 
crofs. Has God fo loved us ; and fhall not 
we love Him? Shall not we manifefl* our 
love to Him by keeping His commandments, 
by bringing forth much fruit to His glory i 
For He completes the plan of redemption by 

becoming 
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becoming our fanftifier. He is ever prefent 
in the hearts of His fervants by His fpirit* 
He purifies them from their original corrup- 
tion ; delivers them from the dominion of the 
Devil ; difpofes them to delight in His own 
iwiys ; ftrengthens them againfl: temptation : 
in a word, creates them afrefh after His own 
image in Chrift, by the influence of His 
omnipotent grace* Shall fanftification freely 
offered be fcorned ? Shall grace be refifted ? 
Shall we obflinately harden ourfelves, left 
we fhould be made the temples of the Holy 
Gboji ? Let us turn in newnefs of heart and 
life to the Lord our God : let us renew our 
baptiftnal covenant with our Father who is 
in heaven. Let us confefs with genuine 
humility and forrow how grievoufly and per- 
feveringly we have broken our vows. Let 
us plead for mercy through the appointed 
Saviour. Let us make the word of God^ 
wherein His will is revealed to us, our ftudy 
and our guide. Let the folemn determina- 
tion of every one of us. be this: As for me 
andmyhoufe we willferve the Lord : we will 
ferve the Lord Chrift (J). In faith, in piety, 
in love, in morality, in prayer, in thankf-* 
paving, in patience, in fubmiffion, in uni- 
ver^ obedience, let us ftrive to walk worthy 

(/) Jofh. XXIV. 15;. Col. 111. 24. 
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oE the vocation wherewith we are called/ 
Renouncing for ourfelves the devil, the 
world, and the flefh ; labouring at all times 
by example, and where precept is admiilible^ 
by precept, to guard others againft the fhares 
of deftruftion,' which thofe enemies of aU' 
righteoufnefs continually fpread : let us ear- 
ncftly feek through Chiift to obtain the ial- 
vation of our fouls, and to be pure Jrom the 
blood of all men. Walking in the fear of the 
Lord; watchful to attradt others into lua 
paths ; ferving him in profperity, in adver- 
fity, under good report, under evil report ; 
avowing Him as the Mafter, whofe wc are> 
and whom we ferve; and feeking to be pre- 
pared for the hour, be its arrival iboner or 
later, when He fhall lummon us from the 
world to render an account of our ftewaixl- 
(hip : let us fhew that we have not received 
His grace in vain. Blejfed is the man that 
fearefb the Lordy that delighteth greatly in His 
commandments! 

In contemplating that branch of religion 
which confifts in rendering unto Cafar the 
fhf?igs which are Cafar s ; refleft on the mo- 
tives which, in addition to the general obli- 
;^ation that relied on the Jews, enforce upon 
yourrelvcs the duty of obedience to your 
tjovcrnors. The government, to which the 

Jews 
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Jews were in fubjeftion was arbitraiy« 
Their rulers were foreigners, idolaters, coiv* 
qiierors who governed by the fword. You 
live under a free conftitution ; under Chrif- 
tian rulers ; under rulers natives of your 
ovm land ; under fixed, and equitable^ and i 
ixnpaitial laws; under laws' deriving their 
force from the continued fanftion of your 
fCfViXk reprefentatives. The interefts of your 
zailers are your own : your interefts thdr's* 
Let your obedience to thofe in authority, 
aand your giatitude to God, be proportioned 
to the mercies which you enjoy. 

Beware of being feduced into difcontent. 
xindcr thofe mercies by the diforganiziiig 
%irit which has raged in your own times,. 
Anarchy is the forerunner of flavery. What- 
ever in other countries may have been ha- 
zarded, juftifiably and unjuftifiably, for the 
amelioration of defpotic governments j re- 
member, and give glory to God in remem- 
bering, that the Britifh government is a go- 
vermnent of freedom. Look to the Conti- ^ 
nepit of Europe, and leam wifdom, and con- 
tentment, and gratitude, and joy. Be not. 
led aftray from your Chriftian duty as fub- 
jefts, by fuppofing that you difcover, or by 
aftually difcovering, blemifhes either in the. 
laws under which you live» or in tha conduct 

of 
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of thofe who adminifter them. There yri& 
ht blemifhes in both. Expeft not in any 
human iriftitution theoretical perfeftion ; 
cxpeft not in any human agency pra6tical 
perfe6lion. The duty of a ruler, be it not 
only admitted but proclaimed, has been com- 
prehenfively traced by Infinite Wifdotn : "The 
Spirit of the Lord fpake^ the God of Ifrael 
Jaid\ He that ruleth over men muji be juft^ 
ruling in the fear of God(k). This com- 
mand reaches in every country from the 
fiipreme magiftrate to the loweft ; from the 
chief of tlie legiflature to every individual 
cntrufted with legiflative power- Whoever 
bears a part in framing a law, will anfwef 
for his motives in framing it to God. Who- 
ever has a fhare in executing a law, will an- 
fwer to God for his conduft in adminiflering' 
it. To their own mafter they ftand or fall. 
But beware left failings on their part be 
deemed excufes for breach of duty on youn. 
If a parent be a faulty charafter ; are his 
children difcharged from filial obedience? 
If a mafter be faulty, is a fervant releafed 
from his duty ? I fpeak of ordinary cafes of 
mifconduft in civil* government. But even 
in cafes which approach to extremitieSy 
though the gofpel teaches not thofe paflive 

(i) 2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 3. 
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dodhines, do6lrines fiibverlive of all pub- 
lic liberty, which heretofore mifconceptions 
among its friends, and in later* times the 
mifrcprefentations of its enemies, have de- 
fcribed it as inculcating : yet unqueftton* 
ably with refpeft to public, as to private in- 
juries, it long inclines t^je balance to the lidfc 
of forbearance. While it warrants the vin- 
dication of public rights no lefs than of pri- 
vate; it inculcates univerfally the fpirit of 
•gentlenefs, of long fufFering, of moderation, 
^ forgivenefs, of peace. 

Think farther, with refpeft to the things 
which are to be rendered unto God^ how 
much clearer is the knowledge which ypu 
jpoffefs of the riches of the divine loving kind- 
nefs and mercy, than that which had been 
attained by the Jews. Chrift had not then 
made the great atonement. He haid not ar^ 
rived at the end of his public miniftry. Life 
and immortality ^had not then been fully 
brought to light by the gofpel. Ought 
not your love to your Almighty Benefaftor 
to bef encreafed in proportion to the bleffings, 
which He has beftowed upon you ? Has 
Chrift aftually died for your fins, and rifen 
again for your juftification : and are you un- 
der no fpecial ties to live unto Him ? 

Finally: rememember that obedience to 

s your 
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your governors and to your God, your duties 
as .fubjefts and as Chriftians, are never to be 
put afunder, Mark the folicitude with which 
they are united' in the Scriptures. My Sony 
fear thou the Lord and the King (/). Render 
under Cafar the things which are d^far^Sy and 
unto God the things that are Gods{m). Fear 
God J honour the King {n). They are the 
fame perfons who are defcribed as denying 
the Lord who bought them^ and as defpijing go* 
vernment and /peaking evil of dignities {0). 
To be a good chriftian and a bad fubjefl: is 
impoflible. He who fears God, will honour 
the King, qnd all others by whom the laws 
are admin iftered. And he who from Chrif- 
tian motives honours the King and the fulv 
ordinate minifters of the law, gives a proof 
that he fears God. 

(/) Prov. xxiy. rr. («) Luke, xx. 25, 

{h) \ Pet. ii, 17. (0) 2 Pet. ii, i — ip, 
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SERMON XIV- 

Christian Patriotism illuftrated by the 
Character of Nehemiah. 



Nehem, v. 15. 
Buffo did not /, becaufe of the fear of God. 

nPHE ^avil which has been advanced 
againft the gofpel, that patriotifm is not 
enjoined as a chriftian duty, needs little exa- 
mination to difprove it. What is patriotifin ? 
The love of our country. But what love ? 
The bigoted love cfierifhed by the Jews, 
which impelled them to abominate eveiy other 
nation as accurfed ? The proud love, dis- 
played by the Greeks, whict defpifed the reft 
of mankind as barbarians ? The felfifh love 
predominating among the Romans, and fti- 
mulating them to enflave the world? No* 
Patriotifm is that chriftian love, which, while 
it refpe6ls as facred the rights and the weU 
• fart of every land, of every foreign indivi-r 
4uaJ, teaches us to manifeft, within the li-» 
jnits of juftice, fpecial affeftjon to our own0 

6 :5^ countiy, 
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country, in proportion to the fpecial ties by 
which we are united with the region that 
gives us birth. If our Lord then inculcated, 
by his own lips, or by the pen of his apoftles, 
the uhivcrfal obligation of juftice and love : 
if, in regulating the excrcifeof juftice and love, 
he pronounces that wrong and fraud are the 
more finful whwi direftcd againft the Bre-^ 
tbren {a) ; that while we do good unto all mert^ 
we are hoxxnA fpeci ally to do giodunto them wbif 
are of the boufebold of faith {b) : that affeftioiS- 
of more than ordinary ftrength is mutuall]^ 
to be evinced between- hufbands and wiVi*^ 
parents and children, brothers and fiftcfS'r 
He has decided that every additional ticl^ 
which man is connefled with man is an oblr- 

« 

gation to additional love ; He has eftabiifh-* 
ed the duty of patriotifin, by eftablifhihg the 
very principle from which the duty neceilk- 
rily flows. If he bore with unwearied pa-i 
tience hatred and contempt and perfecution 
imto death, from his Jewifh adverfaries : if 
He mourned with the moft tender fympathy 
over the impending deftru6lion of Jem^ 
falem (c) : if he repeated at a fecond rilk of 
his life his efforts for the converiion of his 
countrymen the Nazarenes (d) : by his own 

(<i) I Cor. vi, 8. (3) Gal. ti. io. See alfo Rom. ix. I— 3* 
t. I. xi. 14. (c) Matth. xxiii.37. Lukei xin. 34. 

# {J) Luke, vf. 16—30. Matth. xtii, 54. Mark, vi. 1—6, 

conduft 
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condu6)! he fandlioned patrlotifm, lay his 
condtidi: he exemplified it, by lus own cbn- 
duift he eommanded it. 

Patriotifin may glow with as pure a flame 
in the breaft of a peafent as of a monarch ; in 
tihie lliades of retirement as in the glare of 
obfeyvation. In perfons, however, who ^re 
Qninent in tank, or called to. public fervices, 
the example is the more confpicuous. It was 
under fuch circurailances that Nehemiah il- 
luftrated in his day that duty of Patriotifm, 
which, though 'virtually declared in the Mor, 
&ic law, was by his countrymen little under- 
ftood ; and was fubfequently, as we have 
feen, re-affirmed and praftifed by our 
Lord, 

Nehemiah was by birth a Jew. His fa- 
ther, as it fhould feem, had not accompa- 
nied his countrymen into the land of Ifrael, 
when they were permitted l)v Cyrus, after 
their captivity of feventy years, to return thi- 
ther and rebuild Jerufalem : but appears to , 
have remained in Pedia. For we find Nehe- 
fiiiah an inhabitant of the city of Shufhan, 
the capital of Perfia; and adhiaJly a refident 
in the royal palace, in confequence of having 
been raifed to the honorable fituation of cup- 
bearer 'to Artaxerxes the King. While he 
was in this office, fome of his brethren ar-* 

s 3 rived 



262 CbriftianPatriotifmilluJirated: 

rived from Judaea, with lamentable accounts 
oi the condition of the Jews. *^ I'he remnant* 
which are left^' faid they, " of the captivity 
there in the province are in great affliSHon and 
reproach. The wall oj Jerufalem alfo is broken 
downy and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire (r). Nehemiah was grieved to the heart 
by thefe tidings : and was filled with eameft 
anxiety to obtain permiffion from Artaxerxes 
to repair to Jerufalem with power to build 
up and fortify the city. But before he offered 
his requeft to the King, he addreffed himfelf 
to a higher fovereign. He fat down and wept 
and mourned certain days^ and prayed before the 
God of heaven. With deep humiliation he ac- 
knowledged the tranfgreffions of himfelf and 
of his forefathers. Repleaded the ancient cove- 
nant mercifully eftablifhed with the people of 
Ifrael : and the promife given unto Mofes 
that if, when fcatteVed for their wickednefs 
among the heathen, they fhould even from 
thence turn unto God, they fhould receive 
forvivenefs, and fhould again be fecurely fet- 
tled in their own land. And now^ O Lord^ faid 
he, I befeech Thee let thine ear be attentive to 
the prayer of thy fervant^ and to the prayer of 
the refl of thy fervants who defife to fear thy 
name : and profper^ I pray Thee^ thy fervanty 

*• (ONchem.i.3. 
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thii da^y arid grant him tHercy in the fight of 
this man. When Nehemiah prefented him- 
fdf in the palace to difcharge the duties of 
his poll, the King difcerned forrow painted 
upon his countenance. Why, enquired he, it 
thy countenance fad, fi^i^g thou art notfick ? 
This is nothing elfe but forronv of hearts 
Then was Nehemiah 'ue'ry fore afraid. But 
having again lifted up his foul to God in 
prayer, in the filent prayer of the heart, he 
communicated to the King the caufe of his ■ 
diftrefs : and being encouraged by his royai ^ 
mafter , to declare the extent of his wiihe^, \ 
ventured to fubmit his petition that he might, 
be fcnt unto the land of Judah, unto the city 
of the fepulchres of his fathers, with autho- 
rity to build it. He, in whofe rule and go- 
vernance are the hearts of Kings, He who 
doth difpofe and turn them as feemeth beft to 
his godly wifdom, difpofed Artaxerxes to grant 
in the f ulleft meafure the requelts of Nehe- 
miah. Without delay Nehemiah took his 
journey to Jerufalem. There he found him- 
felf conftantly furrounded by difficulties and 
dangers arifing partly from the enmity of the 
neighbouring nations, partly from the trea- - 
chery and the refraftory conduct of many 
among the Jews whom he was to govern. By 
faithful perfeverance, however, in the path 

s 4 of 
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ofduty, and uiiihaken 4ependeAce ufKm 
vine guidance and prote^ion, ht at Ifio^th 
accompliflied^ after the .Ubour of twchie 
y^ears, the patriotic purpofes for whidi he 
came. When he lookjsd back on his paft 
proceedings^ he had the approving teftimonf 
of a good confcience. It was on filch tn oc- 
q^on that after being led to c^U to fcmem-' 
brancethe actions of fome of his predeceficMra^ ' 
in whom felfifhnefs appears to have.qhiUed 
or overpowered the love of theii' coiMtiyy he- 
waft able to af&jtm concerning hirndfelf, widi 

' idiankfiil humility : But Jo did not // becmffit 

if the fear of God. ..,.•- 

. Tlieie words contain a true defcriptimi(-of ^ 

, the general tenor of his life. Let us capfti^ ', 
mine fome of the particulars by which iia^ 
faft is eftabliflied j and endeavour, under the 
divine bleffing, to apply to ourfelves the in- 
flrudlion which they convey. 

I. Nehemiah was placed at the couvt of 
the King of Perfia, the moft powerful mo- 
narch of the age ; was domefticated in thepla^ 
lace itfelf J and vsras entrufted with an offite 
regaided in thofe days as highly honourable • 
and important. The magnificence of the 
Eaft was fpread before him* Rank, emolu* 
ment, authority, were in his poffeffion. All 

the 
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the good things, as they are termed, of this 
\yorld, were at his command. Was his 
heart, then, fixed upon them ? Was he de- 
termined at all hazaVds to retain them ? 
No, Eafe and affluence and dignity, and the 
other enjoyments which lay within the grafp 
of Nehemiah, are fo attraftive and enfnaring, 
that moft men who poffefs them fet their af* 
feftipns upon them, and are willing to refort 
t<> very unwarrantable methods of pre- 
ferving them. But fo did not Nehemiah. 
Of his own accord he refigned them alL 
Why? BecaufeofthefearofGodi fear mani- 
fefting itfelf in love to his own countrymen 
fpr the fake of God. All that worldly men 
d^eem valuable Nehemiah refigned, that in 
obedience to the will and for the furtherance 
of the glory of God, he might feek the welfare 
of his defpifed and opprefled brethren tbe cbiU 
4r^n of Ifrael', and fettle them in fafety in 
the land of their fathers, and rebuild the 
Holy City. He perceived that to Him t^bo 
knowetb how to do goody and doetb it noty to bim 
it is Jin (/). He perceived that even fuch of 
tjie gratifications of Perfia, as might in them- 
felves be innocent, would to him be polluted 
with guilt : fince by retaining them he would 
be prevented from efFe£ling the good, which he 

(/) James, iv. 17. 
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• 

might hope to be made the inftrument of ac-' 

complifhing in Judaea. In the fpirit of hisf. 

revered countiyman Mofes, He chofe rather to 

fuffer affiiSiion with his brethren the people of 

Gody than to enjoy the pleafures of Jin for afea-' 

fon. ^By faith he ejleemed the reproach of 

Chriji greater riches than the treafures ^ Perfia: ^ 

for he had refpeSl unto the recompenfe of the 

reward {g). 

Are you, my brethren, prepared to tread 
in the footfteps of this righteous ipan ? Are 
you prepared to imitate his patriotic felf- 
denial, to imitate it, becaufe of the fear of 
God? Bring your paft condu6l to your recol- 
leftion. When you have been called upon in 
your capacity of citizens and fubje6ls to take 
up your crofs and follow Chrift, to make fa- 
crifices of honour, or of profit, or of reputa- 
tion, or of comfort, or of cafe, for the pur- 
pofe of. benefiting your native land, and 
ihewing love to your countiy men for the fake 
of your Redeemer : how have ,you afted ? 
Have you been accuftomed to make fuch fa- 
crifices cheerfully ? Have you been accuftom- 
ed to make them as frequently as they have 
been demanded ? Have you been accuflom- , 
ed to make them to the extent which duty 
prefcribed ? Obferve how large were the fa- 

(^jHcb.xi 25, 26. 

crifices 
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crii5ces fpontaneoufly made by Nehemiah in 
comparifon with thofe, in which any of 
us have been required to acquielce. The 
finaller the facrifices to which we refufe to 
fubmit^- the llronger are the fymptbms of 
lukewarmnefs in our hearts towards God, 
and the Lord Jefus Chrift, of devotednefs to 
ielfifh paflions, of deficiency in chriftian pa- 
triotifin. 

IL When the firft body of the Jews had 
returned in the reign of Cyrus from their cap- 
tivity ; the Samaritans, the adverfaries of 
Judahy applied, as we learn from the -book of 
Ezra, to be admitted to join in rebuilding 
the temple at Jerufalem. They came to Zerub-^ 
babel and the chief of the fathers^ and faid unto 
them J Let us buiid with you. For we feek 
your God as ye do : and we do facrifice unto 
Him f nee the days ofEfarhaddon King of Affur^ 
who brought us hither. But as thefe people 
were not Jews by defcent, and as tliey per- 
fifted in worlhipping their own idols in con- 
jun6tion with the true God : the elders of 
Ifrael refufed, conformably to the divine law> 
to have any connexion with them : and an- 
fwered ; Te have nothing to do with us to build 
an houfe to our God. But we ourf elves together 

will 
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vnll build unto the Lord God of Ifrael (A). 
Wheii Nehemiah was come to repair the 
city, he appears to have received a fimilar 
propofal from the enemies of the Jews. For 
his anfwer, recorded by himielf, to retnoivp 
ftrances urged on their part, bears a clofe re- 
femblance to that which was returned in |tbo 
former inflance. T^he God of heaven will prof' 
per us : therefore we His fervants will arife 
and build. But ye have no portion^ nor rights 
nor memorial in Jcrufalem. By entering into 
confederation with the perfons who made the 
propofition, Nehemiah might probably have 
efcaped many of the troubles which hung 
over him : and if he had harboured any projeft 
for aggrandifing himfelf, he might have pro- 
vided for its fuccefs. Many of his countrymen, 
as we fhall fpeedily difcover, and thofe too 
of the higheft rank, not only among the no- 
bles, but even among the priefts, leagued 
themfelves in the clofeft union with the very 
perfons in queflion. But fo did not Nehe- 
miah, becaufe of the fear of God. With thefe 
men, men, be it remembered, whofe hof- 
tility to the welfare of Ifrael was incontio- 
vertible, he fteadfaftly refufed to connefl him- 
felf. He meditated no injury againft them. 
He wifhed them no evil. Had circumftances 

(h) Ezra, iv. 1—3. 
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brought himfclf and them under the fame 
roof; his deportment to them would have 
been, as to all men, mild and 'courteous. 
Had bulinefs caufed them neceflarily to have 
tranfa^ions, each with the other ; he would 
have condufted himfelf towards them, as to- 
wai^ds all men, with uprightnefs and with li- 
berality. But he would have no partnerftup 
with them : no union of plans and projefts : 
no intimacy: no voluntary fociety. JVhat 
felh'Wjhip bath rigbteoufriefs with unrighteouf^ 
hefs? What communion hath light with 
dufknefs ? Whdt part hath he that belienjeth 
mtb an infidel t What agreement hath the tem^ 
fie of God with idols {i)f Such were the 
views which decided the condu6t of Nehe^ 
ftofah. 

In this branch of patriotifin arc you, my 
brethren, imitators, according to your feve- 
ral ftations, of Kehemiah ? Becaufe of the 
ftar-ffQod^ do you difcountenance unrighte 
'oufiiefs amon^ your countrymen by carefully 
avoklihg familiarity with irreligious perfons ? 
Of wicked men thefe is unhappily fo exube- 
rant an abundance, that the common necef- 
iities of life will frequently throw you into 
their circle, and occafion dealings to fakd 
place between you. And to the wicked, as 

(i) 2 Cor. vi. 14—16. 
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towards others, you are to be gentle, jufl:, and 
kind. But you are to have no fellowfhip with 
them. Wloat concord hath Chriji with Belial? 
For the fake of God, if you love Him, you 
will determine to feek your friends andaffociates 
among thofe who love Him. For the fake of 
your countrymen, if you love them, you will 
ftrengthen yourfelf in that determination. 
Intercourfe with the wicked, when neceflary, 
you will fecretly lament .: when not neceflary, 
you will diligently fhun. And never will 
you be induced by fchemes of private intereft 
to aflbciate yourfelf with the machinations of 
men, whom you affuredly know to be cilc- 
rnics to your country. 

III. Nehemiah faithfully perfevered in his 
patriotic exertions in the face of continual 
difcouragement and danger. When the an- 
cient enemies of the Jews heard of his ar- 
rival 3 it grieved them exceedingly that there was 
come a 7nan to feek the welfare of the children of 
Ifrael[k). They laboured by every fpecies 
of artful management to deter him from 
proceeding in his undertaking. Firfl they 
afTailed him and his countrymen with the 
..<5 Ihafts of contempt and ridicule. When San-^ 

(i) Nehem. ii. 10. 

h^llat 
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hallat the Horonitey and T'obiab the Ammonite ^ 
and Gejhem the Arabian heard it ; they laugh^ 
id us tofcorn , and defpifed us. And Sanballat 
mocked the yewSy andfpake before his brethren^ 
and the army of Samaria^ and f aid \ Wh(fi do 
thefe jeeble Jews t Will they fortify themf elves f 
Will they facrifice ? Will they make an end in a 
day ? Will they revive thejlones out of the heaps 
of the rubbijh which are burnt ? Now Tobiah 
the Ammonite was by him : and he faidj Even 
that which they builds if a fox go up^ he JImU 
,even break -down their Jlone^wall. Many, we 
may conceive, of the builders felt themfelves 
difpirited by thefc taunts, and tempted to 
abandon the work. So did not Nehemiah, 
He prayed to the Lord Almighty* Hear^ O 
our Gody for we are defpifed ; and turn their re^ 
froach upon their own h^ad^l): and fteadily 
pufhed forward the building. His adverfaries^ 
difcerning this method of attack to be inef- 
■ fc^ualj had recourfe to threatenings and 
violence. They charged the Jews with a 
defign of rebelling againft the King of Perfia. 
They fpread reports that Nehemialj purpofed 
to fet himfelf up as King in Jerufalem. They 
treacheroufly fent meflengers to invite him to 
^ (Conference, that they might have an oppor^ 

^/) Nchcm. XI. 19. IV. 1—4. 

tunity 
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tunity of deftroying him. They perfecuted 
him with menacing letters. They ftirrfid v^ 
advcrfaries againft him among his own peo- 
ple. They hired falfe prophets to terrify 
him with alaiming prediftions \ and purfued 
this fcheme with the greater eagemefs, inconi 
fequence of being well aware that if thejr 
could prevail even fo far only as to caufe him 
to manifefl fymptoms of fear, there would be 
an end of all refolution and exertion among 
the Jews. Of the nobles of Judah, foraft 
had'ftiown then/felves from the beginning 
averfe to the righteous and public-fpirited de- 
figns of Nehemiah ; and put not their necks to 
the "Work of the Lord. And many of then! 
being now gained over to the meafureS of 
Tobiah, in confequence of th^ conneftiort 
which he and his fon had formed with thele 
traitors by marriages, fent many letters unto 
Tobiahy and the letters of tobiah came unto 
them : for there were many in Juddhfworn 
unto him : and they informed ' him of the 
words of Nehemiah {m). In the mean time 
war had been prepared. Sanballat^ and To- 
biah^ and the Arabians^ afid the Ammonites^ 
and the AJhdodites confpired all of them together 
W- to ccme and to fight againft Jerufalem^ and to 

(m) Sec Nchem. IV. — and vi. 17—19. 
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i^W(fr the corfipletion of the building; andfaid, 
Tbeyjhail not know^ neither. fee ^ till we come in 
the midjl among them andjldy them^ and caufe the 
work to ceafe. Nehemiah was not ignorant of 
their intentions. Mfiny of the Jews who 
dwelt on the borders of thofe adverfaries of 
Ifrael came to Jerufaleni, and repeatedly faidj 
From all places whence ye jhall return unto us 
they will be upon you. At the profpeft of thefe 
dangers the people, who at firft had a mind , 
to the work J were difmayed, and feemed on 
the point of relinquifliing the undertaking in 
defpair. fudahfaid : Thejirength of the bear-^ 
ers of burdens k decayed^ and there is much 
rubhifh \ fo that we are not able to build the 
wall. All Judah trembled; But fo did not 
Nehemiah- He feared God : and becaufe he 
feared God^ he was not difmayed before 
man.* In this emergericy,' how did he con- 
^wDi himfelf ? JVe made our prayer^ faith he,- 
unto our God j andfet a watch againjl them day 
bnd nighty becaufe of them i In the lower places 
behind the wall^ and on the higher places he Jet 
the people after their families with their fwor as; 
their fpears^ dnd 4 heir bows. He diligently 
exhorted the nobles and the rulei^s and the 
reft of the people not to be afraid : but re* 
member the Lord which is great and terrible ; 
bnd fg-ht for your brethren ^ your fons and your 

T daughters^ 
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daughters^ your wives ^ and your houfes. Hrf 
exhortations were fuccefsful. . All the people 
returned to the wall, every one unto his work. 
From that day forward the walls prefented^ 
according to the wife arrangements of Nehe- 
miah, a vciy uncommon fpetlacle : the union 
of bufy induftry with conftant readinefs for 
battle. One half of the people were employ- 
ed at the work. Befide them the other half 
were drawn up in array, aimed with (pears 
and (hields, and other implements of war. 
Even the workmen themfelves, they which 
builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens^ 
with thofethat laded, every one of them with one 
of his hands wrought in the work, and with the 
tther hand held a weapon. For the builder Sye^^ery 
e72e had his fwo'rd girded by his fde ; and fof 
builded. So the people laboured in the work: 
and half of them held their fpears, from the 
rifing of the morning until the Jiars appeared. 
Behind them flood the rulers of Judah, to fu- 
perintcnd and to encourage the workmen and 
thofe who were to guard them. Where is 
Nehemiah himfelf ? Nehemiah, entnifted 
with the whole, anxious for the whole^ ac- 
companied by the officer whofe pofl: it is \(^ 
found the trumpet, is continually moving 
from }:)lvice to place. He infpeds the pro- 
grc (i; of the work 3 iflues needful direftions ; 
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provides jig^inft aflaults. Ai^^ k^car^eyi^^ 
he ito;th.^]noblep, aftd tibp raler«^ = a^d thepe^N 
pie,: bepaufe the work ris{ great ^attdidf-^e^, ^4 
we tife fepjarated upon the wall o^i^ f^rjrom ^9^ 
ther :. in nvhift phct y^ hear tj$e. found ofr.tkf. 
trumpet^ refort ye thither ufito us. Our God 
jhall fight for us . .[....■.■■ 
. To perf(fvefe unto the-eiid in every brwiclii * 
of the fervice of tJie ]L»p?d Jefus is the duty 
and the diftinguifhing m^ric of a chriftian. 
It is ' by temptations continually prefenting' 
themfclyes that perfeverance is put to the 
proofs Bleffed then is. the man who enduretb 
temptation («), who fuilains the trial, what- 
ever form it may aflume^ and is not weary of 
wdl-doing. Does thie defcription apply to 
you as lovers of ypur pative foil ? Obferve 
iNehemiah^ under, the various forms of temp- 
42tioa by which ■ his religious fpirit of pk- 
•triotifm was bcfet^ ftedfaft, unmoveable^ al- 
Jiriays abounding . *^ the work of the Lord- 
When trials, the fame as to their nature with 
thofe which he withftood, but fuitqd in their 
•pftFticuIar circumftances to. your own litua- 
tion ?.^ ivibgefts and citizens, have been, ient 
ilD pttt you to the proof j what has been the 
^cvoat :? : f If, in this fubdivifioa of chiiHiaa 
iDhedicQoc, you have bee» a follower oftb^ 
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^hich is good j you may have been called^ 
perhaps frequently called, to fuftain the 
fmart of ridicule. Your confcientious for- 
bearance for your country's lake from felfifh 
indulgence you may have heard reprefented 
as fcrupulous folly. Your faithful folicitudc 
to fulfil the demands which your country, 
makes upon your integrity, your abilities, 
your exeition, you will know to have been 
ftigmatifed as abfurd precifenefs. Have ri- 
dicule and fcorn turned you afide from your 
purpofe ? Has falfe Ihame enfnared you into 
imitation of men, whofe folicitude is only for 
themfelves ? Or have you remained firm, like 
Nehemiah ; firm becaufe of the fear ifuodf 
When the fcoffers faw that they could hot 
Ihake his ftedfaftnefs by fneers and contempt ; 
they immediately became falfe accufers, and 
charged him with a treafonable defign of re^ 
belling againft the King of Perfia. Still he 
remained firm in his courfe. If the worldly- 
minded, after endeavouring to impel you by 
taunts and farcafms into their own interefted 
meafures, have proceeded tofpeak evil of you y 
have you remained ftedfaft in righteoufnefs ? 
Have you quietly committed your caufe to 
God ; and laboured by well-doing to put to 
filencc the ignorance of foolifh men, and to 
make them afhamed who falfely accufed your 

good 
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good converfation in Chrift as upright friends 
of your country ? Nehemiah found traitors 
among his own people. Nay fome of the 
very perfons, from whom he might juftly 
have expelled the moft faithful counfel and . 
the moft aftive fupport, he difcovered to be 
m confederacy with the enemies of Ifrael. 
Still he perfevered in his duty. It may be 
poflible that among your own friends, and 
even in your own family, there may be indi- 
vidual$ who are highly dangerous to your po- 
litical integrity ; individuals who by the 
principles which they reconjmend, by the 
opinions which they uphojd, by the examples 
^hich they difplay bjpfore you, pradlically 
take part with the ignprant or the unprinci- 
pled; and countenapce, more or lefs, the 
violence of partifans, or the artifice of the fac^ 
t)ous^ or the reveries of projedlors, or the 
fchemes of the felfifh, or the apathy of the 
lukevvarm. If this be pne^ of the trials which 
you h^ve experienced j have you Ihewn by 
calm but fteady refiftance that you would not 
fujrrender ypur confcience to hunian connec- 
tions, or to human ;authority ? Nehemiah, 
Avhen he became aware of the perils by which 
he was furrounded, though he vvas not terrir 
fied even into a momentary dereliflion of his 
purpofe, nor into tranfient coldnefs in the 
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pfurfiiit of hi^cM:)jeaj did* iWt n^glfeft the pre- 
cautions and' {)feiiarktiotts which the emer* 
gency recjuifed. Hav^'iyou in this reifpe^t 
irtrrt^d his exattijile ? Have you fiiidied to 
ft>rtiiy yoiirfelf according to tiie Word of God, 
a^iid by the fefar of God, agdinft your 'f{>efcific 
teiiiptatibfis- to- disficklifrcy in p^triotifm^ -- to 
ffiengtl^erf yoUi^ielf i\ik frtoft ^ciifefally when*- 
you ffefpfetved ydtfrftlf tli^ wdakeft^- an^J fo: 
far as in you li^^ t6 leaVi; no= part uffjirdvided ' 
againftan sttaick? 1?fchfeiliiah fliranfe'riot»,'tn[ 
his country's cduft; fHiltl^aify^^pbrfdnal liard- 
ikip. ^ C6hftanti^ ^dtof^Jfed 'fi^^ the riling 
of the moriling Uiitirtfid ff^f of eveii'^rfg ap^ 
peared, in encdura^lii^^ his 'roiintryttiett to 
rebuild the city of their God; a'Ad in '^ppof^^ 
ing the defigns of their enemies ; he had hot 
even the ordinary comforts which attend re- 
pofe after labour. • So neither 7, iter my bre^ 
threriy 7ior inyfervants\ mr the men cf'the guard 
liohichfolkwed rne^ ?io}ie ofiafnt fylf cut clothes^ 
Javing that every one pil them of jor ivajfjtng.. 
Have you fubmitted to privations, have yott*. 
endured' hardfliips, . if emergencies have re- 
quired them, for the land of the fepulchres of 
your fathers ? Have you cheerfully fufiained 
the burdens deemed effential to national fecu- 
rity ? Have you been' faithful and watchful 
in the 'discharge of ybUr public duties ; anx- 
ious 
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ions to difcern the methods in which yoa 
may contribute to the general welfare ; anx-* 
ious to adopt each in its time, and place,. and 
proportion; anxious by feafonable exhor-: 
tation and counfel to induce others alfo 
to bear hardfhips for their fellow-fubjeftsy 
and to approve themfelves in the fight of 
their God as genuine lovers of their coun-t 
try ? How many men, in different pe-t 
jiods^ (I fpeak without any fpeckl refer- 
ence to prefent times,^) who have flood for- 
ward among the loudefl in profefllons of pai-r 
triotic zeal, have foon been among the 
loudeft of the complaincrs under fpmo 
temporary prefTure indifpenfableto.the pub^i' 
lie fafety ? How many of thofe wHo hav6 
been deemed ready, at any given iboment 
to ait off the right hand^ and to p^luck out' 
the right eycy in their country's caufe, foe 
the fake of Chrifltj have not forborne^ 
through love to Him, from repining evfti\ 
at fmall difficulties and finall facrificcs in ita 
fegvice ! Can each of you appeal ta tha 
fearcher of hearts, and fay with Nehemiah^ 
fo did not I ? . 

Other inflances in which this eminent fe»n 
vant of the Lord of Hofls manifefled, by 
a6ting differently from men whofe minds are 
fixed on felfifh ends, his faithfulnefs to that^ 
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ruling principle, which determined his con-i 
duft, and led him to confiftent and perfe- 
veiing patriotifm, will be developed in a fub- 
fequent difcourfe. Let thofe parts of Nehe- 
miah's hiftory which have been explained 
become fubje6ts of private meditation. Let 
US eameftly implore the Giver of all good to 
ftrengthen us by His all-fufficient grace, tliat in 
the difcharge of our. duties to our country we 
may for His fake fit light to worldly eafe, and 
indulgence, and emolument, and ambition j 
that for His fake we may uphold that righteouf- 
nefs ivhich exaltetb a nation [p)^ uphold it not 
only by praflical holijiefs,- but by ftedfoftly 
keeping aloof from familiarity with the wick-, 
cd \ that neither ridicule, nor flander, nor fear 
may influence us, when treading the path of 
chriftian patriotifm, to turn afideor toflacken 
our pace : but that in labours^ in watchings^ 
by purenefsy by the Holy Ghoji^ by love unfeign^ 
edj by evil report^ by the word of truths by the 
power of Gody by the armour of righteoufnefs on 
the right hand and on the left^ we may in all 
things approve ourfelves as the fervants of 
Qod {p)y to the benefit of our native land^ 
Wid the glory of Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

^ {9) Prov. xiv. 3i^. {p) 2 Cor. vi. 4.-8. 
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SERMON XV- 

Christian Patriotism illuftrated ^by iiv^ 
Character of Nehemiah. 



Nehem, V, 15. 

JBut fo did net I^ hecatife of the fear of God^ 

TN the preceding difcourfe, the charafter of 
Nehemiah* confidered with refpefl to patri- 
otifm has unfolded much of its excellence. Iii 
contemplating this fervant of God, we beheld, 
in the firft place, his decided difregard of fplen- 
dor, luxury, and indulgence, that hemight^e'^ii 
the welfare of Ifrael \ fecondly, his ftedfaft re- 
fiifal either of union or of intimacy with the 
enemies of the Jews : and thirdly, his finnnefsi 
in the caufe of his country againft ridicule 
and againft violence, his watchful circum- 
fpe6lion, his patient and perfevering endur- 
ance of hardfhip. We are now to attend to 
other cifGumftances in his? public conduft, 
under which he was equally bleft with the 
^eftimony of an approving confcience. . 

' IV. It 



*282 Chrijlian Vatrtotifm illujlrated 

IV. It has not been very uncommon 
for {)erfons in high fituations to wink at 
wrong proceedings in thofe over whom they 
are invefted with authority, through fear of 
giving offence, or for the purpofe of more ea? 
lily accompliihing fome end of their own. 
When Saul, inftead of deftroying the flocksf 
and herds of the Amalekites according to the 
cxprefs commandment of God, had brought 
them into the camp of Ifrael : he confeifed 
that he had a6led thus, bccaufe h.t feared the 
fecple and cb eyed their "voice. Other inftances 
of finful compliance on the part of the Kings 
of liiael with the inclinations and praftiee? 
of their fubjefts might be produced. So did 
not Nehemiah. He did not bate his country- 
men //; lis heart in fnfferingfm upon them, {a). 
Ho did not Ihrink from any rilk of offending 
perfons of the highell rank and tlie mofl 
commanding influence among them, when 
they dilbbeyed the law of their God. . Being 
apprifcd that the men of wealth among the 
lews had rendered themfelves mailers of the 
propcity and the perfons of their poorer bre- 
thren bv means of ufurious mortgages, he 
^i\:.t':\*-v i:r^rxi:ir;: he heard the cry {b) of the 
d\tbxiil\l, and rebuked :he noblesand the riders^ 
;:t,/ .,V 4;^c'v.--.^ rfe/Kbly (^gainji them -, ^nd con- 

[^) LaU.xis* 17. {k) Neh^m. v. i, &c. 
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ftrained them to enter into a folemn engage^ 
ment that they would reftore the whole p£ 
their unjuft acquifitions : and bound the priefts^ 
by oath to a6l according to a fimilar prd- 
mife. Some time afterwards, EHafhib the high, 
prieft, in dire6l violation of the law of Mofes^ 
which excluded the Ammonites from the 
congregation of God for ever, prepared for 
Tobiah the Amriionite, with whom he had^ 
contrafted affinity, a fpacious chamber in the 
very courts of the Temple 3 a chamber which 
had been appointed for the reception of iheat— 
offerings and frankincenfe and veflels and* 
other articles for the fervice of the Levites [c)^' 
Nehemiah in the mean time was abfent on a 
journey to Babylon. But as foon as he re- 
tjimcd to Jerufalem, and heard of the ur\^\ 
righteous deeds of Eliafhib; regardlefs of the 
high fituation and powerful connexions of 
the man, he caft forth all the furniture o£ 
thie intruder out of the chamber, and reftored' 
the place to its proper ufe. He then difco^ 
vered that the portions of the Levites had not 
bcert delivered unto them : and that in con- 
fcquence the Levifes and the fingers had re-^ 
tired every man to his poffeflion in the coun-^ 
try ; and that the houfe of God was for-^ 
iaken {d). Immediately he contended witk 

the 
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the rulers, who were the authors of this 
injury ; and caufed the Levites to be again 
cbllecled ; and corn and wine and oil for their 
fiipport to be brought in the full quantities 
prefcribed by the Law : and appointed trea- 
fures felefted bccaufe they were counted faith- 
fuly whofe office was to receive the ftores, 
and to dijlfihute unto their brethren'^ that tb? 
recurrence of abufes might be prevented, 
About the fame time Nehemiah perceived that 
numbers in Jerufalem grofsly profaned the 
Sabbath, by making it a day of worldly 
labQur and of merchandife. Of this wicked- 
Bef3 alfo the.nobles of Judah were the prin- 
ciple promoters. But Nehemiah, becaufe 
he feared God, again contended with them\ 
find by his vigorous interference completely 
remedied the evil (^). Another inftance is 
yet to he raentipned. Some of the people had 
married wives from the jieighbouring 
heathen nations, from Afhdod and Ammon 
and Moab. Evpn the daughter of Sanballat, 
the great enemy pf the Jews, was efppufed 
by a grajidfpn of the high prieft {f). This 
defpifer of the diyjine cpnimandment, Nehe- 
miah chafed from him. And as to his 
affociatesin iniquity, \\t contended with them \ 
denounced a folemn curfe againft them, if 

(f ) Nchem. xiii. ^5—22. (/) Ncfacm. xxii. 28. 
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they fhould perfift in their unlawful con- 
ne6tions ; infii6ted on fome of them corporal 
punilhment ; and compelled all to difmife - 
their foreign wives, and to pledge themfelves 
by oath no more to tranfgrefs thus againft 
their God. 

Have you, my brethren, followed, {o far 
as circumftances may have required you, 
the example of Neheniiah dffplayed in this 
branch of his conduft ? If you have been, 
brought to the alternative either of difpleafing 
God by iilence and fupinenefs ; qr of offend- 
ing your countrymen, men connefted with ' 
yourfelf, men whofe favour was of high im- 
portance to you, by teftifying, when duty 
has called for your teftimony, againft fome 
evil proceeding on their part, and by exerting 
your influence, whether it has been greater or 
lefs, to prevent it : what has been your 
choice ? Have you imitated Nehemiah ? Have 
you followed the Lord fully ? Becaufe you 
feared God, have you difregarded private ad- 
vantage? Have you withftood the attraftions 
of popularity ? Have you fubdued ambition? 
Have you broken the chains of party ? Or 
have you acquiefced in the (infill meafures of 
other men, awed by their power, anxious 
for their countenance ; and fought for plan- 
fible excufes to quiet your fcruples, and to 

•fi fatisfy 
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latisfy your mind that it was not incumbent 
tm yourfelf to interfere ? If we are at any time 
reduoed to fuch a trial ; kt us difcharge our 
confciences, modeftly, but firmly; and caftour 
interefts,. our eharafter, and our cares upon 
jGod who careth for us. Let us not deiert 
Him : and he will never forfake us. Let 
worldly folicitude and falfe fhame give place 
to reverence of the Lord of Hofls. 

V. A Angular and decifive inflance of pa-^ 
triotic difintereftednefs on the part of Nehe- 
miah in his condu6t as Governor of the Jew* 
mull be noticed, .It is cuftomary, and it is 
moft evidently reafonable, that rulers fhouM 
be fupported at the expenfe of the people, 
for whofe benefit they are entrufted with ju^ 
rifdiftion ; and to v/hofe fervice they dedicate 
their time, talents, and exertions. The. 
ibrmer governors of the Jews had exercifed 
their right of being chargeable unto the people -, 
and had received from them bread, and wine, 
and money. But fo did not 7, fays Nehe- 
miah, uttering en this particular occafion 
the words of the text ; Bictfo did not /; hecuufe 
vf t be fear of God. From the time that I was 
.appointed to be their governor in the la7id of Ju^ 
Jabj namely, during twelve years ^ 1 and my 
>brethr£n have not eaten the bread of the governor. 

Yet 
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Yet Nehemiah was fubjefted by his office, tQ 
CKtremely burthenfomc $xpence3- He ap-^ 
^ p€ars regularly to have admitted to hi* tablet 
an hundred and fifty of the Jewjs, their 
Fukrs included ; and was alfo oblijged to 
fomifh provilions for the ftrangers who 
came to him from the heathen nations on 
all fides; Tet for all this^ he adds, required 
not I the bread of the Goiiernor : becaufe the 
bondage was heavy upon this people. He ob- 
ferved that his countrymen, in the diftrefled. 
fituation of their afiairs; could not fupply 
without much additional embarraffment the 
£dary and the neceffaries to vvdiich tlieir go- 
vernor v^as entitled. He therefore refufed to 
receive any thing from them, 
. To recede from our rights, when duty 
does not compel us to infill upon them, and 
when the gloiy of God and the benefit of 
eur neighbour will manifeftly be promoted 
by our forbearance, is an a6l of Ghrifliaa 
obedience acceptable in the fi^ht of our 
Maker and Redeemer. St. Paul, tliat he 
might not be chargeable to tlie Thefialo- 
mans, would not receive from them the 
'ittaintainance to which the Lord Jefus 
Chrift had pronounced all his miniftcrs en-i . 
titled, but laboured with his hands by niglit 
and bjf day> that he might procure for 

himfelf 
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himfelf food ^hd raiment {g). At CoriiltS 
and at Ephefus he condufted himfelf in the 
ismt manner (A). What has been your 
conduft, my brethren^ in cafes to which the 
example of Nehemiah, and the correfpond-. 
ing example of St. Paul, have been appli- 
cable? Have you willingly departed from 
your juft demands } have you waved your 
lawful privileges ; have you cheerfully fub-' 
jefted yourfelf to voluntary loffes and facri- 
fices, from love to God and to your country? 
Or have you ftiffly contended for every parr 
tide of your right ; and regarded yourfelf as 
governed by a religious and patriotic fpirit^ 
becaufe you did not defire to trefpafs on the 
rights, or to leffen the common immimities^ 
of your neighbour ? Have you refle6led on 
the confidence which unequivocal difintereft- 
cdnefs commands ; and on the enlarged op-^ 
portunities which, by means of that confi- 
dence it opens, of benefiting your fellow-f 
citizens by your talents, and by eveiy other 
inftrument of good which Providence has 
' committed to your ftewardfhip ? Whatever 
have hitherto been your views, whatever has. 
been your praflice ; imitate from the prefent 
moment the pious governor of Ifrael. Andy 

{^) I Thcff. \u 6—9. 

(^) Adsj xviii< 3. %%. 34. I Cor. iK. 4—18. 
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above all human patterns of imitation, re- 
member the Son of God ; who, for a feafori, 
refigned his native glories, that in a ftate of 
abafement and fufFering he might glorify his 
hravenly Father, and purchafe for you life 
eternal. By precept and by example He has 
equally taught you to lay down your lives for 
your brethren 'y and of courfe to fcruple no 
inferior facrifice. 

VI . If we fearch the page of hiftory for 
narratives of the proceedings of men who 
have been called to the office of rebuilding 
defblated cities, or of eftablilhing new colo- 
nics in uncultivated regions; we fhall dis- 
cover that the interefts of religion have 
ulually been efteemed only a fccondary con- 
cern. Bulwarks are raifed, private dwel- 
lings are erefted, fields are tilled, harbours, 
if the ocean be at hand, are prepared, before 
the houfe of God receives its covering, per- 
haps before its foundations are laid. Safety, 
and fuflenance, and fhelter, convenience, and 
agriculture, and trade, employ the head, and 
occupy the heart. " Let thefe effential ob- 
^^ jefts be fecured; and then we fhall have 
" Idfure to confult on meafures for pro- 
" mpting piety and morality." How often 
ha^ this language, fpeakinj; by aftions, been 

V heard 
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heard in modem ages ! And was it not 
heard in ancient times ? Was it not the, 
language of the Jews, when they returned 
from the Babylonian captivity ? Let the 
Prophet, whom God commiffioned to re-^ 
prove them, fatisfy the enquiry : Thus fpeaketb 
The Lord of Hojls^ fay^^g ; ^^^^^ people faitb^ , 
I'be time is not come^ the time that the Lords 
houfe Jhould be built. Then came the word of 
the Lord by Haggai the prophet^ f^yi^S ' I^ ^^ 
time for you to dwell in your cieled houfeSj and 
this kcufe lie wajie (/) ? The rulers of Judah 
in that day appear to have put fortJi too 
little exertion for the purpofe of rouling the. 
people to their duty. But fo did not Nehe^ 
miab^ becaufe of the fear of God. He knew, 
that, except the Lord keep the city^ the watch- 
man wakcth but in vain 5 and that the Divine, 
proteftion ought not to be prefumed, where 
gloiy is not in the firft place rendered unto 
the Lord, He laid to heart the words of 
God, when, by His prophet. He developed 
His judgements on the felfiflinefs of the 
former Jews, who preferred their private 
concerns to His glory. Te have fown muchy 
and bring in little : ye eat^ but ye have not 
enough : ye drinky but ye are not filed with 
drink : ye clothe yoUy but there is none warm j 

(r) Haggai, 1. 2—4. _ 

and 
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iifhl be tbat earnetb wages ^ earneth "Wages to put 
it into a bag with holes. Te looked for much^ 
and loy it came to little : and when ye brought 
it home^ I did blow upon it. Why^ faith the 
Lord of Hojis ? Becaufe of Mine houfe that is 
wajie ; and ye run every man to his own houfe. 
therefore the heaven over you is Jlayed from 
deWy and the earth is jlayed from her fruit (J). 
The buildings indeed of the Temple* Nehe- 
miah does not appear to have found in a. 
ftate . of decay. But the worfliip of the 
Lord in His fan6luary was fo neglected, and 
the diligence and the earneftnefs of Nehemiah 
in re-eftablifliing it were uniformly fo faith- 
ful, that in reviewing his paft life, he felt 
himfelf authorifed humbly to plead his good 
deeds, which he had done for the houfe oi 
his God, and for the offices thereof (^)* 
Some of thefe good deeds we have already 
had occafion to notice ; and others, were it 
not that the prefent head of this difcourfe 
would be too far extended, might be pro- 
duced. His general folicitude relpefting all 
the concerns of religion has alfo been re-- 
peatedly fhewn ; and will difclofe itfelf by 
many additional inftances to all who atten- 
tively read his hiftory. The dedication of 
the walls of Jeru^falem became, under his 

{J) Haggai, I. 6 — JOv {k) Nehem. xuk I4» 
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dire6tion and fuperintendeiKic, a moft (o- 
Icmn and imprefSve aft of devotion (/). 
And it was accompanied with meafirres fpe* 
cifically defigned to enfure the continuance 
and the regular celebration of the public wor- 
(hip of God {ni). 

Examine yourfelves, whether there has 
been evinced, according to your ftations, a 
refemblance in your own aftions to that part 
of Nehemiah's condu6l which has been de- 
fcribcd. Has it been your determination and 
your practice to promote, beyond every other 
object, the kingdom of God and His righ- 
tcoulhefs ? When bufied in your private oc- 
cupations, when afting in any public capii-- 
city for your country ; have you felt it your 
firft concern to fei-ve your Maker who is in 
heaven, to advance at home and abroad His. 
gloiT among men ? Have you kept earthly 
projcfts and temporal interefts fubordinate^ 
duly lubordinate, to the interefts of eternity? 
While you have been eager to render your 
iTtidcnce completely commodious, perhaps 
ihcwy and magnificent 5 have you coldly fur- 
\TYcd the houfes of God in your land, per- 
hai>5{ the VC17 houfe of God in which you 
pirlont Yourfclf before Him, mouldering in 
dilapidation, or fqualid through penurious 

(.*) NcUm. x\l 17—43. («) Nchcm. xii. 44—47- 

negleft .' 
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negleft? Have you ftretched out a liberal 
hand to fuftain the hallowed edifices, and to 
grace them with decent ornament? ^ave 
you exerted yourfelf to procure the enlarge- 
ment of their dimenfions, and the increafe 
of their number, iii proportion to the aug- 
mented population of the diftrift ; and thus 
to leffen the growing and too juft reproach, 
that in many of our cities, and even in the 
crowded parts of the country, our ecclefiaf- 
tical eftablilhment no longer furnifhes ade- 
quate fpace within its confecrated walls, that 
the gofpel may be preached to the poor {n)} 
And have your liberality and your exertions 
flowed not from a ^fpirit of formality, not 
from policy, not from oftentation, but from 
the power of godlinefs upon your mind; 
from an earneft defire to prove your reve- 
rence for ypur Almighty Father, and your 
love of your countrymen for His fake, by 
Upholding His facred inflitutions ? Happy 
are they who, when they fee men poftponing 
the general concerns of religion to the pur- 
fuit of riches, or to the demand^ of prefent 
convenience, are able truly to fay j Butfo did 
not /, becaufe of the fear of God ! 

Vn. Not only the patriotic feeling, but 
the patriotic wifdom of Nehemiah, was ma- 

' {n) 3ee Note ( A } at the ead pf the volume. 

u 3 ■ m^' nifefted 
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nifefted in the motive, which we are war- 
ranited, by his avpwal of it on a (ignal occa- 
fion, to regard as habitually guiding him in 
the fele6tion of men to be placed in ftations 
of political authority. / gave Hananiahy 
ruler of the palace^ charge over yerufalem ; for 
he was a faithful man^ and feared God abo'ue. 
ma my {oj. 

Nehemiah was convinced that confiftency 
in right a6lions muft be deduced from fted- 
faftnefs in right principles : that he who 
flights the higheft obligation, will not be 
deierving of confidence aa to the difchargc 
of an inferior duty : that no. man can be 
faithful in obedience to the fecond of the 
great commandments, who lives not under 
the habitual guidance of the firft. " What 
" mud be the man, in whom I may repofe 
^' the government of Jcrufalcm with entire 
" pcrfuafion that my countrymen will thus 
*^ enjoy the bleflings of a faithful admini- 
*' ftration of their affairs ? He muft be a 
" man eminent for the fear of God." Such 
was the language of Nehemiah. Would it 
have been your*s ? Under cojrefponding cir- 
cumflances, has your language, has the lan- 
guage of your heart, been fimilar ? Accord- 
ing to what principle have you exercifed th^e 

(a) Nebem* vii. 2» 

portion 
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portion of political influence, with which the 
free conftitution of your country has en- 
traded you ? You poffefs a voice, it rriay be, 
in the appointment of the reprefentatives of 
the nation. In appreciating the qualifica- 
tions of thofe on whofe behalf it has been 
folicited^ has the fear of God been a leading 
objeft in your thoughts ? Has a clear fupe- 
riority in genuine religion turned the waver- 
ing leale ? Or have you preferred a felfilh 
man, or an ambitious man, or a profligate, 
becaufe he was your conne61:ion, or your 
neighbour^ to a competitor, who, with all 
other adequate attainments, y^^r^^/Gd?^/ above 
many ? Perhaps your rank in life gives you 
weight in the nomination to various offices 
of public truft. . Perhaps, like Nehemiah, 
you may yourfelf hold a fl:ation of predomi- 
nating authority; and be, in confequence, 
entitled to the difpofal of pofts of dignity 
and power. Have you fupported, have you 
fingled out men who, in conjunftion with 
neceflary talents and acquifitions, were cha- 
rafterifed by the fear of the Mofl: High ? 
If you have knowingly affigned the prefe. 
rence to other men, you have not felefled 
the perfons likely to ht faithful. You have 
Ihewn yourfelf perfonally deficient in the 
fear of God ; and ignorant or regardlefs of 
one oiF the main branches of patriotifm, 

U4 VIII, There 
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VIII. There is yet another particular in 
Nehemiah's charafter which we muft not 
overlook. He did not aft in his own 
ftrength, nor take the glory of hisf patriotic 
deeds to himfelf. The ufeful defigns .which 
a man forms he is commonly difpofed to 
attribute to his qwn goodnefs \ and the fuc- 
cefs of thofe defigns to hi? own wifdom an4 
power, Sp did not Nehemiah. ; When he 
fpeaks of his purpofe of rebi^ilding the Holy 
City, he terms his. intention, that which my 
God had put in my heart to do at "Jerufalem (^ 
When he exhorted the rulers of the Jews tq 
join in the undertaking j / told them^ of the 
hand of my God^ w^ich was, gqqd upon Me{qy 
When he affembled the nobles and the 
people to fettle them in the city according 
to their genealogies, his language is ^ My 
Qod put it into mine heart {r). In every 
emergency we have feen him direfting his 
prayers to God for guidance and fupport. 
It ought both to be admitted, and u;;iequi- 
vocally to be ftated, that fome few of his 
expreflions, if taken by themfelves, might be 
mifunderftoqd ; and might feem to favour a 
hafty fuppofition that he indulged a degree 
of pride in the recolle6lion of his labours, 
and looked uppn hii^ifelf not merely as a 

{p) Nehem. 11. 12. (j) Nchem. H. l^. 

(r) Nchea. vii. 5. 

benefaftor 
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hexithBiov to his countrymen, but as not 
wholly without a title to reward as of debt 
from above, on' the ground of pofitive merit 
before God. Thus, after mentioning fome 
df his right proceedings, he, on one occa- 
iion, fays ; Think upon me^ my God^ for goodj 
according to all that I have d^ne for this ^ 
people {s). On another: Remember me^ O 
my Gody for good {t). On another : Remember 
me^ my God^ concerning this ; and wipe not 
out my good deeds that I have done for the houfe 
of my God^ and for the offices thereof {u). If, 
however, after the furvey which we have 
taken of his charafter; after all the tefti- 
monies which have been produced of his 
conftant, humble, and exclufive dependence 
on God, both for the will and for the power 
to do things plcafing in His fight, we can 
imagine that thefe petitions were uttered in a 
.felf-righteous fpirit: let us attend to another 
petition offered Up by him after the mention 
pf his exertions for enforcing the; facred ob- 
servance of the Sabbath; a petition which 
fufficiently explains his meaning in all the 
reft : Remember me, O my God, concerning this 
alfo : andfpare me according to the greatnefs of 
thy mercy (w). Here we find the true fer- 

(/) Nchcm. ▼. 19. (/) Nehem. xm. jr. 

^u) Nehem. xiii. 14. (w) Nehenoj xiii. 2|- 

vant 
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vant of the Moft High leaving no place for I 
felf-righteoufnefs, no pretence for a clatm of 
merit before God. We find him, while he 
pleads his faithful endeavours to glorify his 
Heavenly Mafter, and to promote the wel- 
fare of his beloved country, in humble af- 
• iurance of the reward which free grace had 
promifed to beftow, confeiling that they 
could not ftand the fearching purity of' the 
divine law ; and that it is only oh the 
infinite mercy of his God that he refts hii 
hopes of being fpared and accepted: 

Have you, who now hear me, the conib^ 
lation of having been purified, like Neho- 
miah, from felf-righteoufnefs ? If you hsve 
done good deeds for your native land ; have 
you imagined that you have performed them 
by ftrength of your own ? In difcharging its 
trufts, in fighting its battles, in executing or 
in framing its laws, have you, like Nehe- 
miah, /;/ all things by prayer and ftlppli cation 
ivith thankjgiving made your requefis known 
unto God {x) \ and conftantiy fought ftrength 
from Him ; and given the glory to Him ; 
and afcribed all that has been pi-aifeworthy 
in your purpofes, and in your conduft, to the 
good band of your God upon you^ to the ener- 
getic grace of that Holy Spirit which 

(x) Phillip. iv« 6. 

worketh 
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worketh in every man both to will and to do t 
If through Chrili^ who Jirengtheneth you by his 
Spirit, you can do all things {y) to which you 
are called in your country^s fervice ; without 
Him you can do nothing. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itfelf except it abide in 
the vinCy no more can ye^ except ye abide in 
Him {z). Confider, farther, what you have 
thought of the nature of your patriotic ac- 
tions ? Have you conceived that the molt 
eminent of them were perfeft ? Have you 
conceived that any one of them has come up 
in the motive, in the execution, in every pre- 
ceding, accompanying, and confequent cir- 
cumftance, to the meafiire of your duty, ac- 
cording to the ftandard of the perfeft law of 
your God ? Have you imagined that any one 
of them taken fmgly, or that all of them 
added together, could claim reward from God 
as of debt due from Him to pofitive merit ? 
How remote then has been your fpirit and 
your judgement from the fpirit and the judge- 
ment of Nehemiah ! How ' different your 
fpirit and your judgement from the pattern 
fet before you in the Scripi:ures ! If thi'ough 
the grace of God you have been inftru6led to 
think of your own a6lions ?to more highly 
than you ought ^ but to think foberly concern- 

(jf) Philipp. iv. I- J,. (») John, xv. 4, 5* 

ing 
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ing them {a)'i you will place aa confidence 
in any of them. You will percoive all of 
them to be defective, ftained with an admix* 
ture of finfulnefs. . You will pray that they 
may be accepted through the atoning meiitt 
of Chriftj land that you TrizyhQ ^ared m* 
.fording to the greatnefs of His mercy. 

In terminating the e^camination of the 
public charafter of this .righteous man, let 
ine warn you by a caution A/^hich the text 
fumifheSy not to deceive yourftlves when 
you call your exertions for your copjitrynien 
to remembr^ce. Separate not vour a£Hons 
froin your motives. The deeas of Nche- 
miah, however right in thenifelve*^ woid4 
not have been acceptable to Cod, .if they 
had not been 'performed becaufe of tbefiar of 
God. That motive fanflified them* exalt^ 
them into a6ls of fervice to God, proofs of 
love to Him, evidences of a defire to live 
unto Him. If they had not been afts of 
fervice to Him, proofs of love to Him, evi- 
dences of, a defire to live to Him ; why 
fiiould it have been hoped that He would 
accept them ? They would not have been 
performed from the motive which He re- 
quires, in the fpirit which He approves, for 
the purpofe which He commands. How 

{a) Rom. vi. j, 

, then 
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tlien could they have been pleafing to Him ? 
If you have diftinguifhed yourfelf by afiions 
which in thcmfdves were right, but not per- 
formed becaufe of the fear of God y you can- 
not reafonably hope that the deeds were 
accepted by Him. Bring your ruling mo- 
tive to the proof,. You have fhewn your- 
felf an obedient fubjeft* You have labour- 
ed ufefuUy as a magiftrate; or you have 
been a champion of the religious inftitu- 
tions of your country ; or you have aflerted 
her liberties -, or you have borne an aflive 
part in her councils -, or you have triumphed 
in her armies ; or you have led her navies to 
viftory. Yet your ruling motive may have 
been intereft, ambition, fame. The felfifh 
man, and the afpiring man, and the man 
who thirfts for human applaufe, are not 
feldom employed as inftruments of figna! 
bentfit to their country, by Him who 
worketh His own purpofes according to 
His will, and caufeth the evil paffions of 
men to advance His plans of univerfal good- 
iSujch men too He not feldom indulges,, 
rather let us fay fuch men He chaftifes, by 
permitting them to attain their perfonal 
obje6l. They advance their private in- 
tereft ; they extend their reputation 5 they, 
gratify their ambition j they win the attach* 

ment 
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ment of their country ; they obtain the 
praifes of their fovereign ; they raife them- 
felves to affluence and dignity. But where, 
has been the fetvice of God ? Verily they have 
no reward from their Father ivho is in heaven. 
Their deeds were ilot done for His fake. 
Had the ruling motive been the fear of God^ 
every aft of fervice to their country would 
have became a work of religious obedience to 
Him; a chriftian deed, a deed of real pa- 
triotifm. The true patriot is he who is the 
fervant of Chrift. 

To the warning let there be added the 
encouragement, which the hiftory of Nehe- 
miah conveys. How numerous, how va- 
rious, how great, were his difficulties ! Re- 
moved from the prefence of Artaxerxes to 
the extremity of the empire ; expofed to all 
the neglects, and crofTes, and difappoint- 
ments, which changes in the court of Perfia 
might produce ; furrounded at Jerufalem by 
timid alfiftants, falfe friends, aftivc, power- 
ful, and inveterate enemies j oppofed within 
and without, in every part and period of his 
undertaking ; how could he hope to accom- 
plifli it ? He hoped to accomplilh it, becaufe 
he a6led in the fear of God, and therefore 
was authorifed to truft in God. His diffi- 
culties met him in the path of duty ; there- 
fore 
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fore he had confidence that the arm of the. 
Lord would fuftain him under them, and. 
condii6l him through them. His hopes were,^ 
not vain. The arm of the Lord was with 
him, and delivered him, and upheld him. 
He faw the fruit of his labours, the reftora- 
tion of the city of Jerufalem, the eftablifh- 
ment of his countrymen in tranquillity, in 
fecurity, on the ancient mountains of Ifrael. 
Are you labouring in your country's caufe, 
and entangled in difficulties ? Continue in 
the path of duty ; aft in the fear of God ; 
and be not difmayed. Your God fhall fight 
for you. His hand fhall be upon you for 
good.' yefus Chriji^ the fame yejier day ^ and to 
day^ and for ever {b)\ the fame in truth, in 
mercy, and in power, fhall be your fupport. 
The patriotifm which He infpires He will 
profper : will profper, you may humbly . 
hope, to your country, will afluredly profper 
to yourfelf. Ten righteous inhabitants had 
once preferved a city mature for deftruc- 
tion. Be a chriftian patriot; and you may 
hereafter know that you were one of a reli- 
gious band, for whofe fake your country was 
fpared. Be a chriftian patriot ; and though 
the world fhould be more and more fhat- 
tered by convulfions ; though it fhould be 

{h) Hebr. xiii. 8. 

2 the 
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Ac-win of God that your beloved coiu 
flKmld £dl ; though you fhould Hot be u 
mmsj htfkrebandjrom tbe evil to conte {c)% 
pall enter into feace\ you (hall be fbun 
die Lord in peace at the Great Day. 

M IftUit biL I, a. 
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TpO linful creatures idkneis is A continual 
fnare. Tf* he man who is ' linernployed is 
prepared for wickec^nefs^ * Temptations find 
him at leifure to liften to their voice * rfeadt 
to gaze upon their fpecidufhefs,' prompt to 
fl-ait forward at their fignal. Not being .6c- 
ciipied in working for his heavenly Ma^er, 
he is eafily drawn into the fervicJe of the 
Devil. It is therefore among the inftaaces 
of the provident mercy of God, thiit'He has 
j jipointed . to every oiie oiF us ail d6iive jfta- 
tipri ih lETis' hoiifehdld : thai to every ,6he of 
\is .He fays day by day s Soh^ go, Hvork today 
in'^^^y vineyard \^a^ that artd* having en-* 
tnifted * eacH ^ of us with talaitV'capable of 

la) Matth. JUL id;. . 

. .,r, ', X being 
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being adminiftered to His glory, He has 
added this charge, Occupy^ till I come {b). 

Study to be quiet ^ and to do yot^r own bu/inefs. 
By this injunftion the Apoffle calls our atten- 
tion to the Command of God, 'that wefhcftild 
be notjlothful in bujinefs^ that we fhould be di» 
ligent in the difcharge of the occupations reft- 
ing upon us; andatthefkmetime brings before 
us a circumftance which, on many occafions, 
betrays men into negleftpf thfir proper bufi- 
nefs, and on many becomes the more preva- 
lent in confequence of that negkft; namely, 
the veiy culpable praftice of bufying our- 
felves in the concerns of others. iThefe two 
conne6led branches of duty, diligence in oiir 
proper concerns, and forti^ance from inteD 
meddling in affairs which do not belong to 
us, will neceflarily be, confidered together 
while we examine the injftruftion conveyed 
in the text. 

• ■ - . * ■ 

I. In, the firft place, what does the direc-* 
tion, here, delivered to us from the Holy 
Ghoft by the mouyth of St. Paul, require ? 
One thing which it requires is, that we be 
quiet. In the language of Scripture, quiet*- 
ncfs defcyibes one of the moft attractive or- 
naments {c) of the Chriftian character, a 

{b) Luke, XIX. 13-. {r) I Pet. ill. 4. 

temper 
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tom^r of mind meek) gentle, humble^ iA^fhe 
Jight of God of great price ; a tetaiper the O^i- 
liofrte. to a Teftlefs . fpii?it <(f : curiofity; to a 
buftHng love of i«iteiieren(je/*^a pfbp^fii 
ta jthnift oiirielvts. forward ^thrcfligh : ^afritt 
OTi J pride ; into the tranfaftioris ' of i ^ 6u ir ac^ 
fqiiaihtance, it»f:'aijhal](h of coi^ui^nfingiftft*^ 
^tdng in. judgement on the pni^diijrg^s i^df 
jiii^^.aeighbourhoqdJ' : Isr it without rn^^im 
duat.inre are'admonifUed^agaitlftrtHe&^dS? 
ftcscblle^ iiow abun^kntiy -41163^ >pKe^i^; > ^ 
inqudfitive ^{ki&l'c£^^^p^:yiiig^:b^ 
wxflti tb raife-ourfblvfes inioc! coM&qtteficexby 
l»:<Hhing mafliers ^of the affairs (sf otheivjva 
prpfiiniptaous ^gemefs to diipky icnirccapa^ 
cubyrfcfT mahagetritnt, our addffefs, cur^rdii!* 
bernment^ thefe^^ahd other uhchri^imvtifli 
ciinatidi^^ are contiiraallptempting' us^iht^ 
ttranigcd&on >o(f^thcii^£>ivine command, td^^e 
jmety ■ Qf !fome perfotis itJ is no]^aoo much 
to affihn, that a veiy large pr6poirtipn^oif 
tfafiiE^time is odcu^d in:trai^re(iing. that 
tomniami; ' Tqr/the tran(^teffion of iit they 
0wejiAil».oi]flinary>fttbje^^of:th^^^ cwhvtdsL^ 
tiogniviiaEid^^devDte /fi£^ of tfaeir a£titdjty. 
P4xto/t)ik tranfgrelfioo^^ it4:heyxfee£eiiteri 
kaimnenit : tx> j tl^^feh^es,- and j i^ • power of 
£ariiiifiang^atte!rtaitiment-^^ £3UetijK And 

I; itn:^^i'> x 2 ; there 
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tlves^ i^! ; hot oxit of; ja^ who is \ aaob : bxcfome 
jneafure igutlty of -the- &mc offiOTcejc i \ 
f; .Anothefljfdut]^ ;rtx»:;:tHfc;:|)erfonndnQ©hcf 
whieb^tbf;Apo^ calls jttsi is, to dQ:tmAi^wk 
fufiwfs,. Niihibeifs n^lefk/ltiicar. crtm \toDr 
ctyrn? through idi^efti .iThcy: pafe-.-^hrir 
^Sftis: .in.;i]/^. Xhc()ri ilumber . andridii^ 
jdarcHogh jli£i^«\.i The ^day isnto^ th^mnf^ixly 
js^^ia'.feafiin. of y)k:)rkil>g: than tl^e^nigltf. 
^E^bc^ 5tdUtnot iroufchtlMii^'fAcbltiesv fiakiotni 
^ h<i^f)V{O^Dtbejimid^A0^e^ 
flurc'feldierft^jwho .fl^ ^thriir .|)ofty . fciirants 
^o>htd^ 'dwtf . taleat in .a napkur. . ^O thcb, 
jVvr^;^el>y^no m«hs of .^.laey djUpofitLoDi 
arcij^ftei {i:4cy inattentive, to their; prcpq: 
httfincid. , 'Tli*y Qmpl95rvthcmfehires in'tpub- 
fnita wtwch have no delation to it |.arjijt 
ieaft, which poffefs only* iit>yery: flight ccot' 
neclion .wifthrit. In tfjefelp'iwfuits «ti«gr will 
fee?yery taagen arid . induftnous;.- * < ^ Bttf> they^anf 
toiling inj'th^ chace ofean objedJ:, iwhifth 4;o 
thdni8tilhatiainablcor.iifp^ Their eagefi" 
nefs exhftuftsitfelf inrwof king! miiifi^jthfii oil 
of which is Jn theii-j[lteti(^ ^ uhprofli4£tivci 
Their indjiftry ;is w^d , inv LCultiwatipgjia 
field, ftpinvwhttd^ tke)0«rai:«lotiddi|fncd)ift 
reap a )ha0kft J; Others ^ appfi ehendithaliLt 

.: i? 3 s X effential 



eflential. to the : due managements of eitodr 
cbflcefris willobe fliffiqentv^: Tfatldegrorcdf 
attention which :they fuppofe t© Jbe ncedfifl 
they meah to give, and .pethapis .do .grv«; 
Bm as it is not ample enough X^ anfwepithc 
fWlfpofe, they are mot found in the event? to 
dtJtttemr'jOWii ^bul?nefs. 1t^often happens 
td6,Mthat, becauTe they do riot fdi6ufly tuni 
their v'lhirids to the fiibjeft^ they are . little 
awajpe of the number qr'the* extent of* dife 
diuibs v-^ivhJLch 'th?ir ftation 'in life^ or their 
daamiftic* ;cbnditioni, or the tei>or ' of pafling 
§mlts,f > impof^ .upon Sthem. ^ ' * T*be : obliga^ 
^ons-: 'wbith * they 'imperfectly difcfoii;* «rf 
coui-fe • »they "^ imperfi6tly difchargerj i> • ,0 thers^ 
ftgatrr^ sd:lm0wiedgb the obligadan'ofiattBnr 
jthnef Teg^rd- to', theiu oWnconcemsf, andr^fo* 
pofe CBT'Oonduft tbemfelves cbnfiftendy iwith 
th^f i' ccmviftion upoin' the ^ftihge6t. They 
iatwidi ; but ^. they dd 'not': perforrn. ' ': The fcir- 
cuittffahce which jundaimines their- jsight x^t 
iblutions; luid :prBveht&' ihe. exicutioift nof^ 
dien^ r .is ' procraftination* An ; irkfitafe> ji&Rj* 
pio){ment:is' deferred:! ":It will b6o%©flt 
♦' eiiDugHi:o-morroww^'" ^(To-nk>rBow.^rmYes 
T?rith \ ;its ? :dwi> .plta^rfot ;irHi«%ehc6;.i witibf tijB 
own 'excufe^from' titmbte. '^Another |i*er 
ceq^sli iand (knotheiy ^^ '^ fiimiar plea, yi\^ 
a-jfiinildr racufe. rr.Tiife^ '<;afe; at ^englfe ifeer 
-••=b:v 3? 3 corner 
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comes very urgent. Something riraft be 
done. The man partly roufes himfelf. 
Something is done: but much is left un* 
done. Even that which is done is often 
done imperfc6lly. Needful documents arc 
loft*. Particulars have fisided from the me- 
mory. The eligible feafon ojf perfbrmana 
has paffed by. ^ The mafs of arrears is in the 
mean time fwelled by new accumulations, 
Procraftination begins its circle again. 
Another cla6 of men, recognifing the dirtjf, 
devolves the difchafge of it upon fubordixialje 
inftramentality. They confign every thing 
to afTiflants, and ' deputies, and agents. If 
their bufmefs be done, it is not in any rea? 
foniablei meafure done by thonfelves/by mc^v 
of fiiperintending prudence and co-^operating 
exertion on. their own part. It is done, oris 
not done, as the perfons whom they happdn 
to have felefted for the charge of it.'pjJoTC to 
be competent or incompetent, faithfol or 
unftdthfoL And is it generally to be ex- 
•jjefted that a concern of oiir owni? which ^we 
negleft,' others, lefs interefted in it,rwiil-aa- 
minifter cwith uniform and a6live. rcare ? 
Oth'dr defiadptiiMas of^ perfons, who greatly 
fail as t30>rthe du^ which we are now cour 
fidering, j mi^ht * be ;i^>ccified. But . if you 
refled^'on the ct^eftive. amount of the indi- 
■ y- ; viduals 
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viduals belonging to the-;vai;w>ijs cleilfe 
which have been noticed -, ypu will percfeiyfr, 
the importance of the apoftle's .^xhortataon, 
to do your own bufinefs. Lpokfiha^k qtu, 
your own condudl and you will-difcern that" 
the exhortation, if at prefent it beriodt ab-^ 
folutely needful to you, might, ii>\inany jiA-^ 
bifiances, have been addreffed to you with 
reafon and with advantage.. v . V 

Farther : the text requires you to olj^feiiiie/ 
the connection which the two 'duties \Qf, 
ieing quiet and bi'Jomg yourdti/H iujineft'\xftv^\ 
with each, other J and die im^tance of 
uniting together ; the performancerrof both. 
They who are nQt quiet^ in other words, they: 
who are curious, buftling, meddling; criti- 
cifing, are naturially impelled by thefe very 
circiimftances in their characters to be neg- 
ligent in their own concerns; And it is 
equally to be apprehended, arid equally evi-, 
dent from experience, that they, who do 
not occupy themfelves in the proper duties' 
of their fituations and callings, will be g^ne* 
J-ally cnfhared by the abfence of right employ-^ 
mcnt into a prying interfefeij#P^wjth thCf 
ccttKiua and affairs of other peo(ple.;7 Would 
you be preferved from eitherr^of 'thp^fini^?? 
Guard againft the othcf al(o^ ,: Would: 
you be- faithful in either of. the duties ? J3e 
attentive to both. It is not merely in the 

x 4 verfe 
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vcitfo on" which we arc meditatmgr '' *hat the 
apoftle enforces in conjun6tion the diitieyoi 
quidfriefs and of diligence in oiir'^)ccupjatk>iYS^ 
and eftablifhes the connexion between them, 
Liften to him in his fubfequent epiftle to 
tiie Thdialonians. JVe hear that there arefome 
which' walk among you difirderly\ working not 
atUtlly but are bufy^odies. Now them that art 
fuch we command and exhort by mr Lord yefm 
Gbrijl^ that n»ith quietnefs' they work^y/ind eat 
their o%e^-bread'{d)^ bread earned by their owQi 
induftry. Obferve that thefe* perfons who 
do not work are alfo bufy-rbodies ; and that 
the command and exhortation tq/>quietnefs 
are accompanied with a<:ommand and exhor* 
tatioii to labour. Obft^vfe iilfo, ^ :in confulln 
ing the wofds of S;criptul*e which precede, 
and thofe which fallow, the pafiage recently 
quoted, the anxious earneftnefs of the apoftle 
on the pftints before us.* How is the pafiage 
introduced ? By a reference to a ftrift *in- 
jun^iori, whicji Saint Paul had perfonally 
delivered when he was at Theflalonita : . Even 
when we were with ycu, this we commanded 
you^ thMifitny would not work^ neithlpr Jhould 
he eat. What -injiln6lidn does he now fub- 
join to the paffage ? Brethren^ he not/ weary 
iri well-doing. And' if any man obey not, our 
WQrd by this epijile \ note that man ^ and have 

(</) 2 Theff. ill. ijy J2, 
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fiti company uHth hiniy that he may be ajhamed. 
Again alfo, in an epiftle to Timothy, Saint 
Paul illuftrates by an additional example the 
habitual union between negleft of quietnefs 
and difregard of our bufinefs : T^hey learn to 
he idle^ ^wandering about from houfe to houfir^y 
and not only^ idle\, but ^tattlers aljb and 
bujy-'bodiesy fpeaking things 'ufhicb they ougJbi^ 
not {e). 

Refleft jfarther, that the apoftle calls upon 
you, to Jiudy to be quiet and to do your own 
bufmefs. He krtew the relu6tance to be over- 
. come in the heart of men before they will be 
induced to exert themfelves in eameft topleafe 
God by keeping his commandments. Heknew 
the! powerful temptations which arife to draw 
men from each of the duties enjoined in the 
te5rt5 and that temptations to difregard 
either of the duties, prepare if fuccefsful 
the way for the difregard of the other. Study 
therefore, faith he, to obey thefe facred di*^ 
reftions. Strive y faid our Lord, to enter ia 
at the ftrait gate : for verily I fay unto you; 
many fhall feck to enter in and fhali not be 
able. Strive alio, we may confider his apof* 
tl6 as faying to us, ft rive to be quiet j ftrive 
to do yoiir own bufinefs. Without watchful 
Hefs and folicitude and exertion to be found 

{e) I Tim. Y. 13. • 
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faithful in obeying thefe commands,. you, 
will affurecHy prove guilty of tranigrefling 
them. Does quietnefs demand the facnfice 
of vanity, of pride, of curiofity, of cenib- 
riouihefs, of perfbnal gratification, of the 
means of gratifying your affociates ? Does at-' 
tentipn to your own bufinefs exafl: the furren- 
dcr of eafe, of amufement, of inclination ? Are 
thebufy-body and the negligent ever at.hafid 
to entice you by example > AnA do you hope 
that without Jiudying to walk in the path of 
duty, you fhall not fwerve from it ? 

« 
II. In common with the direftions de* 

livered in other paffages of Scripture, the 
doftrines of the text are frequently mif- 
underftood or perverted. Two examples of 
the manner in which they are mifapplied re- 
quire to be noticed. 

There are many perfons who, from, a 
principle of felfiflmefs, fix their attention 
entirely on their own concerns. They live, 
{o far as it is poffible, as though there were 
no people in the world befides themfelves 
and their families : no people, at leaft, for 
whom they are obliged to cherifli a friend- 
ly folicitude; no perfons, for whofe fakes 
ihcy are bound ;to ftep forward in order to 
fumifh afliftance or advice, and to exercife 
offices of aftive kindnefs. They profefs, ac- 
cording 
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cording to their own languages^ >to.keep!them4 
felves to themfeives : to mitid their owii 
affairs, and to leave every other iperfian to 
mind his own iand to manage them as he 
thinks: fit. .. And when an occafion :aiifes 
which calls upon them to juftify this ful- 
len and unchriftian fpirit ; they will infcHni 
you that the Scriptures teq^ch them to be 
quiet, and to do their own bufinefs. Any 
paflage in the word of God which forbids us 
to indulge a curious, bufy, and conceited 
temper by an unwarrantable interference itt 
the affairs of another, they interpret or 
apply as though it forbade us to benefit our 
neighbour by our counfel and help when 
defirable to him, when neceffary to him, 
wheij abfolutely due to him ; when to with- 
hold them would be to tranigrefs the great 
commandment of loving him as ourfelves. 
Ip oppofition to fiich felfifhnefs, in contra^ 
diction to fuch an abufe of Scripture, how 
fpeal^s St. Paul himfelf ? LfOck not every man 
on bis own things > ^ but en^ery man alfo -on the 
things rf others. Co^ifult your neighbour's 
interefl at all times as well as your own. 
Be rej^y, be aft^ve, *o contribute in every be-» 
coming way ^ his^ welfare and to his comfort. 
Be prompt, accordiag tO; the Jw ,of chriP» 
tian good will, to give. ^up time, to take 

trouble. 



t 

J 1 6 On^ quiet Diiigence in 

trouble^ «6 refign advantages, for his Yake. 
A A towdtdfeshim in points "cffi kindnefsr i\o 
lefs than of jtrftice as you wduld wifti him to 
aft towards you. Confider him as a brother: 
Labour for bim 3 and; if need be, fuffer for 
Mm. Let this mind be in y6u; which wai alfi 
in Chrijl Jefui (f). R^ard'your neighbour 
as a brother of your Lord/ ^^ \ 

Again V we find many perfo^is wrapped up 
in worldly mindedncfe, and living as if ther^ 
Wece nothing defirabie in the life to come; naj^ 
father, as if there wer?* no life to come. Their 
thoughts arc occupied in » plans for gaining 
money,' or for obtaining fome other worldly 
objeft : . and their exertions are devoted to the 
accomplifhment of thefe plans, v They are 
ef the earth, earthy : and they concern thera-^ 
felv^s little as to the favour of the Lord from 
heaven. The ftudy of the Scriptures is dif- 
regarded. The mere attendance on the 
public worlhip of God requires more timft 
than they are willing to beftow. Private 
prayer itfelf is perhaps altogether kid afide, 
or very irregularly and haftily performed. 
If yoii prefs ftich perfons with the importance 
of religion- t'he^' will anfwer, that tfcey are 
as religious ets it is in their power to h6 i 
that they Have affairs to Mmi^c,^ ' afld fami^ 

(/) Phflipp. ii. 4> 5^ 



J. ., i"' . 11. >• 



hes^ 



vttr.propeyCm^effis] ^i^ 

lies to fupport .V-that theif rule -fey to be 
quiet, and to do their own bttfiliefs r aM they 
"will often give y(iu to.Uttdefftand, 'by Wordi 
or by looks, that ttiey^ ^fli't-hityou WouM 
bcciipy yourfelf .in your dwn btifinefe, and 
peiinit them Ac bdl quiet In theirs. - The 
tiod .of this '^orld< has blinded • t^eitt. ■ How 
fpeaks the Scripture? Seek ye Jirfi ihe Jking'- 
ikmofGod^y and His\rightemJ}t&fy^.'> W^ 
it)f>rofit a.nkin\ if.hegainihewhote^rld^ and 
lofe his own foul ? On '^hatpott^^ H • mah grUe^ ^in 
exchange fon-Ms-foul ? ,B8 inpf ^t<Jeiv^. • ^ Te 
-mtimtjer^e' God Md Jiflamlmk. '■ ^Whtfe yhif^ 
treafure is^ thefewillyauriiiarTi^^ Wihk 

tredure which yoYL* are ihieflyi^^oyed^ ift 
purfuingi be it whatitmay,'*is dJtffeaforeric*! 
earth ; your heartlis Jfixedion^ tkfeifeii'thi ' Votw 
affeftibns are indt fct 'oi;i things 'ffbbviiJ bt^t bki 
thingsJt^' the eatthjri YWiai«'Of:the vWfM i 
you \cm the ^drid. ■ And 4hi;^\ 4b^^^ hiit 
the worldftmUpeti^ nvith'^tnhiiffld/^'^'^^^ ^^i*- 

, .' ! . •. > .- /« t '.>•',; ' \' U * '■^•^V;-?l/ Vt'« :<•' 

' <j. •»;%.'• • • . i i • • . f ; % , t . y "J .« 

I ILIlciLet me placei befofe'-you fomoef-ttft 
h*fKpy confequences, whidi > niay "bfc i^^«?tftiiS? 
pated fjbm d feithftil obfewartcc *biP tlie^a»«i 
taBnd^ixBtudjy^ito he jaiV/j ^fiduUo^youf^'^V^ 
itf^fs^^i"^ ill '-,'i.> iM ': Ji tlfh'ijjjs :•>]<. uu 

ifl4nrtheifiitft placc^ ybu tmll p*3flir^ 
warif fatisfkifitiofi,^ wiiich >acc<rfApiftie8'i!Rj| 
rcrrzxnoo perform- 
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performance of duty. . Obedience to the will 
of God in any point is a ftep towards tran- 
quillity of confcknce. i ' And if that obe^ 
diencebe (incere, that is to £iy, if it be at- 
tended with ^ real defire and with watchful 
endeavours to obey all His commandments i 
it will in general be followed by immediate 
tranquillity of conicience. It will lead to 
lai*ger meafures of comfort and joy in the 
Holy Ghofl 5 of that peace of God,' which 
pafTeth all undorftanding. ; /^ 

; . In. the^aext place, yoi^r own concern?) 
lM>th fpjf itual and temporal, will prolpec'tfae 
better. . yyour attention not being , drawn 
f^de ;aod diftra^ed by circumftances which 
conceal) you not ; you will fed yburfblf able 
without difEculty to attach your mind to 
things, of importance ;' to labour for theiid^ 
vation of your- fQi*!^ arid to cohduftr: -yorir 
world]^ iaffaiirs with pfudent cbnfideration 
and a6tive \diUgetice, •:.0^)ortunSties, for- 
merly wafted, and worfe than wafted, in exa- 
mining ^and cenfuring land making! public the 
procfpedijigs of your acquaintances and neigh- 
bou;'9,;'$re now likely to beemploycdi fomer 
tomes jji lawful induftry, fometin^iaiBin 
mental acquifitions, fometimes in the-, ixtore 
dired: cultivation of the Sruit^ 6f^ faith^r ^e 
Snices^ft^ithe, chriftian charaiSbii.Li Your 
f ,(' » conunon 
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common Jiabits of life will be improved, 
Inftead of being., a tattler and a . bufy-body, 
wandering from houfe to houfe and fpeaking 
thofe things which you ought not to fpeak; 
you will \i^qmz\a deeper at home (^). You 
will perceive; that a habit of rambling ex- 
cludes regul^, employment, unfettles thp 
mind, interrupts plans of uiibfulnefs, leads 
iq.to temptation. You will acquire, an in- 
QC^fing relilhfor the calmdelights of ^omeftic 
life. You >yill feel that hpjne.is the fphexie 
of comfort and of 4uty. 

; Again, you wi|l be preferved frfc>m caufing 
the injury to, focifcty. which as commonly oc*r 

caiioned by thofe perfons, whp pcy and in- 
trude into Jihe^aifs of other lO^en. ..-A med-. 
dling advifer may mean »?eU : but he i$ a 
mifchievQVis neighbour. His advice, being in 
a^^large majority of fisfes dsheJc iU-timed, or 
grpuiyied upon an iftiperfefil knowledge.of 
circumftances, will mgA: frequently be wAong. 
If in fome. ^ iiin:3nce3 hi3 . iconnfel ha$ < been 
fp^wed with). advantage, in. morte.it. will 
have JsNsen cbtnmefttal. . -Xbere ajTe perfions 
wiw>Kwhik:;.they admit. .the' mift^efs jiro* 
diuce^ by the.igeneiality of bufy J advilgBs, 
fe^m to^ink tb^mfelves gifted with fuch.ex^ 
ttdoridinary difocmment, fo^paiiticulaarly qm-r 

5 lifted 
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lified to dire6t others aright, as to be efltitlca 
and even bound to ftep out -of t^& commoh 
courie and be forward^th' their remarks and 
admonitions continually. He who imagiife's 
himfelf Angularly qualified 'for thie office of 
an advifer, is marked out by that dilplay of 
prefumption as a man whofe judgement oiigkt 
to be fufpefted. Be not wife'iW yotir own csn^ 
ceits. ^eefitkou a man wife i'ri his tmn ctnh 
ceit ? There is mdre hope of a fool ihatP ofWif. 
Let no man decei've himfelf : if any among yok 
feemeth to be wife in this worlds* let him bBtbmi 
Afooly let him bi^come deeply fenlible of -his 
own want of wifdom, that be ihaybe, ^ife (^, 
in the wifdom which is of Go^. ;• J ' » 

Farther j you will have the profpeft^of 
pafling through life with a; Ifefs fhari^tofSdif- 
turbance, diflike, and oppofition, than bther- 
wife you would experience, and with larger 
facilities of ufefulnefs than you would other- 
wife enjoy. It fcarcely evei: happens that a 
meddler is beloved or trufled. i ' ObfeiTatioh of 
the mifchiefs which heoccafidhs, apprthen- 
fion of his curiofity and interferenGei and 
fufpicion that his owni idfairs ar^ ' pit>b&l&y 
ncglc6led, and that he is in cohfequence a 
jx^rfon with whom it may be dangerous td 
liavc much connection, cauf^him to be dif^ 
likctl and fhunned. (>aietnefs united with 

(h) Rou. xii. i6. i^rov. x^vi. t2. i Cor. in. i8. 
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hiduftiy is in faft fo attractive, that a cha- 
rafter marked by thofe qualities frequently 
obtains higher approbation and wanner 
efteem than it deferves : and fometimes 
without any other commendable feature is re- 
garded, and regards itfelf, as religious. Bat 
though no peiibii is religious, who does not 
inake it his leading fludy to pleafe God in 
all things through the Lord Jefus Chrift; 
though no quality is acceptable in the fight 
of God, no quality is really good, except fo 
far as it is cultivated from a defire to pleafe 
God : yet the very circumftance of the ge- 
neral, and frequently too great praife be- 
ftowed by the world on the quiet and induf- 
trious man, and beftowed without reference 
to iiis motives for quietnefs and induftry, 
ihews him to be likely to pafs through the 
world with much lefs moleftation than men of 
a different turn of mind, ^e does not of- 
ficioufly force himfelf into the affairs of 
others : therefore he efcapes their notice, or 
at leaft is not obnoxious to them. He does 
not wilfully ftand in their way; therefore 
they trouble him not. He is inured to ac- 
tive emplpyment : therefore he is deemed 
eflimable as capable of befriending them 
He condu6ts his private bUfiftefs with atten- 
tion : therefore he is refpefted as entitled to 

V • confi- 
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confidence. The union of the two qualMedt 
effaces or mitigates arty tmfavourable \m- 
preflion, which either of them fingly might 
produce. The jealoufies which induftry 
might excite are conciliated by quietnefs: the 
kiaftivity of which quietnefs might be ac- 
cqfed is difproved by induftry^ When thefe 
qu^Fities, combined together, are manifeftly 
founded on chriftian principle ^ they co-ope- 
rate with reciprocally augmented efficacy. to 
gdorn the doSlrine of God our Saviour^ and to 
win to religion fome portion of efteem even 
from irreligious men. If you are quiet and 
induftrious from Chriftian motives ; you may 
humbly hope that the natural tendency of 
fuch condu6t to obtain for you a peaceable 
pafTage through your earthly pilgrimage will 
be accompanied with the bleffing of God, 
and rendered effedlual. You may humbly 
hope to be honoured with many opportuni- 
ties of being inftrumental to the welfare of 
men, and of advancing the glory of your Re* 
deemer. 

. Laftly ; if you ftedfaftly ftrive to obey the 
command recorded in the text, you will be the 
lefs folicitous as to the opinions and ohferr 
vations of others concerning yourfelf and 
your proceedings. Thofe perfons who are 
the mqft forward to remai'k on the ailions 

8 of 
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of their neighbours are, generally, the moft 
alivd to the fentiments and fpeeches of the 
neighbourhood concerning themfelves . And 
it may be confidered as a truth eftabliftied by- 
experience, that perfons who in common 
occurrences are very anxious as to the judgcr 
ment which the world may pronounce on 
their condu6i:, will be found in heart devoted, 
in praftice confirmed, to the world. If you 
perceive decifive indications of this anxiouf- 
nefs in the language and deportment of a. par- 
ticular individual ; be prepared to expe61: in 
that individual, fometimes inftances of de- 
parture from Chriftian moderation, fome- 
times compliance with enfnaring cuftomsj 
fometimes an eager defire to imitate foolifh, 
extravagant, or otherwife objeftionable prp- 
ceedings in the domeftic habits of families 
in the vicinity. See that you be not that in- 
dividual. In proportion as attention to be 
quiet and to do your own bufinefs contri- 
butes to guard you againll this anxious appre- 
henfion, this fudden and lively feeling, ^f 
the animadverfions and the fheer-s of the 
worldly-minded ; it guards you againft con- 
formity to the world, againft beconjing en^ 
Slaved to a worldly fpirit^ 

In our endeavours, my brethren^ confcien-^ 
tioufly to difcharge, in dependejice on the 

V 2 divine 



I 



324 On quiet Diligence, &c, 

divine grace, the obligations which have now 
been inveftigated ; let us look to our imivei*- 
fal pattern, the Lord Jefus Chrift. ThougH 
the office which he came as man to execute 
was of the moft public nature; though it 
conftrained him to move continually from 
village to village, from city to city ; though 
in towns it enveloped hito in overwhelming 
crowds, and even in deferts fiirrounded him 
with multitudes : how eminently was he 
diftinguifhed by quietnefs in every branch of 
his duty ! He did not cry, nor Jirive, nor caufe 
his voice to be heard in thejlreet (/). How emi- 
nent alfo was his diligence in his proper 
work ! He went about doing good, and healing 
all that were opprejfed of the Devil. He was 
conftantly about His Father's bufinefs. It was 
his meat to do the will of His Father that fent 
Him, andtofinijio His Father s work (y). la 
all things He has given us an example, that we 
Jkould do as He has done [k). Would we fol- 
low his commandments ? Let us walk in his 
fteps. Would wc reign with Him hereafter ? 
Let us be conformed to His image here. 

(i) Ifi. xlii. 2. {j} Afts, X. 38. Luke, li. 49. John, iv., 34. 
(i} John, xiii. ly. / 
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SERMON XVII, 

On Partiality, 



Acts, vi, i. 

Jind in tbofe Days^ when the Number of the 
Difciples was multiplied^ there arofe a Mur^F 
n^uring of the Grecians againji the Hebrews^ 
becaufe their Widows were negleBed in the 
daily Minijiration. 

jt NEW commandment I ^ive unto you^ fkid 
1^^ our Lord to the apoftles on the evening 
before His death, that ye love one another : as 
J have loved you, that ye alfo love one another. 
fiy tbisjhall all men know that ye are mydifciplet^ 
if ye have love one to another (^}. Obedience 
to this commandment became an immediate 
and a diftinguiftiing mark of the eatly Chrif- 
tians. Their fervent love for each other raid- 
ed the aftoniftiinent ar^d the admiration of 
the heathen among whom they dwelt : and 
contributed to win the hearts of unbelievers 
to the religion of Chrift. One way in which 
^s love fhewed itfelf was bountiftil kind- 

{a) John, xfu. 34, 31^. 
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nefs to the diflrefTed. No fooner had the 
preaching of Peter on the day of Pentecoft 
been the means of converting three thoufand 
fouls, than wc learn that all that believed were 
together^ and had all things commoft : and the 
richer among them fold their pojfejjions and 
goods^ and parted them to all men^ as every 
man had need{b). Some time afterwards, 
when the number of Chriflians at Jenifalem 
was much enlarged, the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one foul : nei^ 
ther faid any of them that aught of the things 
which he poffeffed was his own \ but they had all 
things common. And great grace was upon 
them <^ll* Neither was there any among them 
that lacked : for as many as were poffeffors of 
larids^ or hoifes^ fold them^ and brought the 
prices of the things that were fold^ and . laid 
them down at the Apofllesfcet 5 and difiribution 
was made unto every man according as he had 
need{c). Wrong praflices, however, or 
wrong feelings, refulting from that corrup- 
tion of human nature which, even when 
brought under fubjeftion by divine grace, is 
always ftriving to recover its dominion over 
the heart, fpeedily began to take place 
with refpect to the diftribution of this 
chai'itable fund. T^here arofe a murmuring 
of the Grecians againji the Hebrews^ becaife 

(h) A6l«, u. 44, 45. {c) Afts^ IV. 32—34. 

their 
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their widows were negleSl^d in the daily mi-*' 
pijiration. Thefe Grecians were Jews from 
foreign countries, who had come to Jeru- 
salem, and had there . been converted to 
Chriftianity. The Hebrews wefe 'hative 
Jews refident in Judaea, who had alfo 
embraced the GofpcL As the principal part 
of the fund from which daily lup|)ort wag 
furnifhed to the poor had probably been con- 
tributed by the Hebrews ; it is alfo probable 
that the management ind difpofalof it might 
be left principally in their hands. ' The Gre- 
cians either perceived, of imagined, that the 
widows belonging to their bcxiy were not 
relieved equally with the widows of the He- 
brews. They complained to the apoftles ; 
and requefted tKerh to remedy th/etil. The 
apofties called tdgether the Whole ^ffembly 
of Chriftians. And having pubUckly de- 
clared in the firft place, that it would Be en-^ 
tirely unreafonable and fruitlefs to expe6t 
that they themfelves, to whom Chrift had 
committed the office of prefetching *the gof-^ 
pel, fhould leave their fpecial funftidn-of 
pi-ayer and of the miniftiy of the word in 
order to fuperintend the diftribtttiori of pro- 
vifions : they defired the multitude to ' look 
out from among themfelves feven men of 
honeft report, and full of the Holy Ghoft 

Y 4 and 
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and of wifdcMTi, who might be folemnly ap- 
pointed to have the charge of that bu(inefs« 
This equitable and judicious propofal gave 
univ^rial {atisfa6tion. Seven men were vau 
mediately chofen^ and fet before the apoftles ; 
who when they had recommended thefe Dea- 
cons, for fo they were termed, to God by 
prayer, laid their hands upon them. From 
the names of the Deacons theiq is ground 
for concluding, that moft of them were it^ 
le£ted from^ among the Grecians. The evil 
was thus nipped in the bud. And there is 
no trace in the Scripti^res of any future 
difcontent having ever arifen on the fub^ 

There are two prominent violations of 
Chriftian Morality, which this traniadtion 
may properly intrddu^ to our confideration \^ 
Partiality, and Suspicion. It is my purpofe^ 
under the permiflion of God, to inveftigatq 
then^in two fucceffivedifcourfes. . 

Partiality is the fin, againft the indul-^ 
gcnce of which we ai-e now to feek in-* 
ftrudtion. 

If the larger proportion of the charitably 
fund was contributed by the Hebrews ^ par- 
tiality to perfoipLS of their own kindred or 
country would be likely to perfuade them„ 
that the Hebrew widows were entitled to 

yeceive 
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receive more than the Grecian widows. Yet 
it became them to refleft that they had been 
^ contributing not to a private coUeftion for 
the benefit of their own friends, or for peo- 
ple belonging to the body of Hebrews in par-< 
ticular : but to a .general fund, raifed from 
Jove to Chrift -, and for the fuccour, in fuch 
proportions as need fliould require, of his 
diftreffed feryants, whoever they might be. 
This reafoning we njay well fuppofe that the 
Jlcbrews would immediately have advanced 
had the cafe been reverfedj had the* larger 
part of the fum been fumifhed by the 
Grecians, and the Grecian widows had on 
that account been preferred to the Hebrews. 
Why did they not reafon thus, if . they did 
not thus reafon, as the cafe flood ? B?caufe 
they werQ lender the influence of partiality. 
Partiality, be it remembered, is the giving of 
undue preferences. We are all liable, we 
jire all difpofed^ to be partial. We are par- 
tial to ov^rfflves, partial to our families, 
partial to our cofineftions, partial to our 
friends. We ^^em ourfelves, our families, 
pur capneiftipns, owr friencU, entitled to at- 
tentions, to privileges, to favors, beyond 
others. We are offended if diflinftions arc 
pot made for our^own benefit -, if allpw^ces^ 
ampler than thofe which are ufually granted 

arc 
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are not admitted on our behalf. Proceedings, 
which towards molt individuals in our fitua- 
tion we fhould have acknowledged as highly 
proper, and (hould ourfclves have been among 
the foremoft to adopt, wc refcmt when held 
towards us. V/e fancy that we difcern 
various reafons, which gave us a claim to 
different treatment : and afcribe it to ftupi-r 
dity, to prejudice, to illibenility, to enmity, 
that other perfons did not difcern them, or 
did not aft upon them. Advantages obtain- 
ed by others we regai'd as better deferved by 
ourfelves j and we em^y and diflike thofe who 
have acquired poffeffion of them. The fame 
prejudices, the fame groundlefs conftruftions^ 
the fame unreafonable expe6lations, we ex- 
tend to the cafe of any other perfon towards 
whom we are partial. Thefe are among the 
ordinary forms, under which partiality dif- 
plays itfelf. 

Hitherto our partiality to ourfelves and to 
perfons connefted with us has been contem- 
plated chiefly as it influences our judgement 
' and our feelings refpcfting the conduft of 
others towaixls us. The fame principle how- 
ever is no lefs powerful in determining our 
own fentiments and proceedings towards 
other men. Are ye not partial? faid 
St. James to the Chriflians of his day, when, 
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on the entrance of a man of wealth and' 
confequence into their afTemblies for religious 
worfhip, they were officioufly aftive to place 
him in a commodious f.at : while to a poor 
man they would fay, Stand thou there ; or^ Jit 
here under my footjlool [d). Whence was it 
that they were thus partial ? Becaufe pride 
led them to value riches and power too high- 
ly: or becaufe felfifhnefs whifpered that by 
paying court to the rich and the powerful 
they might gain fome advantage for tliem- 
felvcs. Let us beware, under the grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, of being partial in 
our conduft, of haloing mens perfons in ad- 
miration becaufe of advantage (^), when our 
reputation or our intereft feems to be con- 
cerned. If we have tranfaflions with two 
different perfons, one of whom in confequence 
of the authority or the property which he 
poffcffes, or of fome other external circum- 
ftance, appears likely to be able, fhould he 
be fo difpofed, to raife us in the eftimation 
of the world, or to render us an important 
fervice, while the other has not any fuch 
ability : we muft be ftedfaftly and confcien- 
tioufly upon our guard, or we fhall (hew 
fome unwarrantable preference to the for- 
jner. Even if the cafe be evidently fuch, 

(^) James, 11. 1—4. (/) Jude, 16. 

that 
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that open preference is due from us to tl:^ 
perfon who cannot refleft credit upon us, or 
befriend us : we fhall commonly find our- 
lelves barely willing in practice to deal to him 
equal juftice, and pofitively unwilling to 
fhew towards him as large a meafure of 
kindnefs, as towards the man by whom we 
hope to profit whether in the article of efti- 
raation, or of emolument, or of any other 
real or fuppofed advantage. 

It is apparent then that whether our parn 
tiality employ itfelf in judging of the proceed-, 
ings of our neighbours towards us, or in in- 
fluencing our views and aftioris towards him,^ 
it numbers among its principal fources, 
fclfifhnefs and pride. 

It has alfo been evinced tliat affeftion ancj 
perfonal favor frequently caufe us to be par-, 
tial. We are not. . required to p^rfuade our- 
felves that affeftion and perfpnal favor, if 
refling on fome fufficient foundation^ dp not 
juf^y us when >ye fhew a preference to on^ 
perfon over another in the difcretioi;iary exr 
ercife of benevolence. But in the very of- 
fice of conferring kindnefs they muft be ha- 
bitually regulated under the control of 
confcience, left they fhould produce un- 
^feafonable a£ts and degree;? of prefer* 
cnce. And in no cafe will they iufli^ 

a railur^ 
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a failure in equity : nor in that roeafure of 
kindnefs which is at all times due tq every 
man; nor in that meafureto which in any given 
cafe the particular individual is entitled. 

Nearly fimilar to affeftion in its operation as 
a fource of partiality is gratitude. In ordinary 
circumftances gratitude qaufes affection. Its 
operation however as to partiality is diftin^ 
and independent. Suppofe the cafe, and it is 
a poffible cafe, that an^ obligation has been 
confeiTed by a charafter • ftained with fuch 
enormities, that no fentiment amounting to 
affeftion can be cherifhed towards him by the 
perfon who has received the benefit. Yet 
gratitude is felt, and ought to be manifcfted : 
and the manifeftation of it may become par- 
tiality. A lively perception of the favor 
originally beftowed, and a folicitous endeavour 
to evincb thankfulnefs, and to fulfil, when 
opportunities prefent themfelves, the duty of 
retribution, may lead the mind to overlook 
the ftronger claims, and to underrate the fu- 
pcrior merits, of a third perfon, and prafti- 
cally to deny to him the advantage which in 
equity he is warranted to expeft. Univerfally 
too, gratitude, like affeftion, is a magnify- 
ing and a multiplying principle. It ampli-* 
fies the good qualities of the benefaftor ; and 
frequently inverts him with merits of fuch a 

nature. 
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nature, tliat the kindnefs conf . rred in no re^ 
Ipeft v;arrants ihe idea of ins poffeffing them. 
Afting under fuch iiVi j jrelVions how eafily may 
gratitude become praftical partiality againft 
the benefactor's more wortiiy conipciitor ! 

In the cafe which has lecenily been fpeci- 
fied there is an additional caule which may of 
itfelf produce Partiality : namely, the fear of 
not being impartial. Under that apprehen- 
fion prefling upon a tender confcience, the 
refult frequently is to ido much left enough 
ihould not be done. And to do too much 
to one man is, on many occafions, to do 
too little towards another. There is alfo 
a different cafe, in which the caufe under 
Confideration has been known to miilead the 
confcicntious. When injuries have been 
fuitained, the dread of failing in the momen- 
tous duty of forgivenefs, or even of a6ling in 
any manner which may be conceived to 'wear 
the femblance of lurking refentment, may 
blind the judgement and terminate in pai'tial 
conduct. 

When the bofom is decidedly under the 
influence of refentment or enmity : Partiality, 
not as in the preceding inftance favoring the 
injurious man, but eager to thwart his com- 
forts and obflruft his interefts, is a certain 
confcquence. Circumftances are mifunder- 

ftood: 
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flood ; .fa£ls are perverted : trutfxs are * un- 
willingly admitted. The good qualities of 
the Qbje6l of diflike are queftioned : his at- 
tainments depreciated : his defeils aggravated. 
The mind, confcioufly or unconfcioully, is 
bufied in perfuading itfelf, that he is very 
far from being worthy of the conlideration, 
the kindnefs,'the countenance, the preference, 
which impartiality at once perceives to be his 
due, 

Haftinefs of judgement, and ignorance arif- 
ing , from indolence and inattention, end in 
Partiality. Conclufionsare formed without -an 
adequate examination of premifes, without 
fufficjient premifes, perhaps without any re- 
levant premifes. While we may be taking 
credit to ourfelves for the imaginary fitnefs of 
our decifion; we may have clouded the 
opening profpefts of a meritorious indivi- 
dual, or have committed a pofitive a6t: of in- 
juftice. 

Partiality, whether it be exercifed in fa- 
vour of a perfon or again ft him, is perni- 
cious to him. If manifefted in his behalf, 
it tends, in proportion to the magnitude of 
the occalion upon which it operates, to fti- 
jpulatc his vanity; to puff him up with 
overweening ideas of his excellences and 
pretenfions; to acaillom him to look for 

fimilar 
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fimilar preference from others ; ahdl to place 
him in a ilation which he is more or lefs in- 
competent to occupy. If it had been the 
purpofe of our Lord to eftablifh a temporal 
kingdom at Jertifalem j and if in thit Cafe 
we could fuppofe him to have acceded to the 
partial requeft of the mother of James and . 
John, that her two children might be fcated, 
the one on his right hand and the other on his 
left(/"), in the principal pofts of dignity 
and power : what would have been the ef- 
fect but to nourifh arrogance in the young 
men, and to fix them in employments which, 
in point of human qualifications, they would 
have been totally unable to difcharge ? When 
Partiality afts againft a man, the injuriotis 
tendency is unequivocal. His rights are 
withheld or taken away. , His reafonable ex* ' 
peclations aie difappointed. He is roufed to 
rcfentment, perhaps to malevolence and re- 
venge j oris difpiritcd, and finks into liftlefs-* 
nefs 5 or is impelled into habits of fufpicion 
and craftinefs by the apprehenfion of future 
injuiies from Partiality, and by folicitude to 
fecure himfclf againft them . 

Mifchiefs which we have caufed by Parti- 
ality we are bound, no lefs than in the cafe 
of evils which we have occafioned by any 

(/) Matth.xx. 20. 
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dther mifcondua, to repair according to our 
*eafbnable ability and opportuhity. But 
frequently they are irreparable. Suppofe 
the Hebrews to have been ccMivinced, that a 
GretiAn widow had been neglected in confe- 
i^iiience of a partial adminiftration of the 
fond. Of what avail would the conviftion 
have been, had they alio learned that the 
fojierer had died through want? If under 
the influence of Paitiality wc have depre- 
djited the reputation of another; our warmeft 
exertions may be incapable of refloring his 
' good mmc. If we have Rationed him in a 
poft for which he is not fufficiently quali* 
fi^d; to remove him is probably out of our 
power. If we have prevented him from at- 
taining an' advantage to which he had an 
equitable claim; it has been irrecoverably 
transferred to his neighbour. 

If we were to feaixh through commpa 
life for that exemplification of Partiality^ 
lyhidi might mofjt forcibly difclofe the mif^ 
dad of the principle ; we might find it in 
partiality towards children. Partiality there 
Is iiot an incident, but a habit. The ob}e£bs 
^ the unreafonable preference or of the un- 
merited degradation are always prefent ; al- 
^ *wiys at hand to experience the efFetls of the 
£v/l eye^ for to them^ whether unfavourable 
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pr favparable, it is evil, with which they aic 
r^ardc4, . Caufelefs preference will be the 
more elating, as manifefted.by thofe to whom 
the party preferred is taught, to look up 3 
and as granted over tliofe who by the ties of 
blood .are his equals • Caufelefs inferiority 
of .afFe<5lion, at all times eafily conilfued 
intp a6t:ual diflike, will be deemed particu- 
laily hard when manifefted by , a parent ; 
arid is fignally calculated to provoke children 
to anger J and to caufe them to. be dif-, 
€otiraged{g).} The alienation of mind pro- 
duced between children by parental par- 
tiality prolongs its influence into riper years, 
and may, fliake brotherly love through 
Hfe. 

^he wifdom that is from above is loi/hout 
partiality (Jj). What are the concomitant 
marks, by which this wifdom that is with-r 
out partiality is chara6leriz,ed ? Purity^, re- 
plies thcapoftle James, peaceablenefs^ gentle- 
nefi, eajinefs to be entreat ed^ fi^l^^fi of mercy 
and of good fruit s^ freedom from hypocrify. 
If thefe are tokens which befpeak the ab- 
fence of Partiality 5 what inference may we 
deduce as to the figns, by wliich its prefence 
will be diftinguiftied ? 

/ charge thee before God and the Lord Jefus 

(jr) Col iii. ai. (i) J«mei> iii, 17. 
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tbefe things mtbout . preferrihg: bni^: fiefont.ari'^ 
other y ' doing nothing by , parti alityj^%' \ if to 
Timothy, the eminently \pious' jTimothy^ 
St, Paul thought it hut a hecel&ryfca\itk>n 
to addref^ this folemn chai^^ vAi^ aAiottg 
us is the man who ought not with fatbhilkjT 
and fear to take the warning to hSmfdf ? 
Who among us docs not feel hiihielf ai&nb* 
nifhed to lay to heart li»: cxinlidei^tions 
which the Sacred Writings ho^' forth ail 
inftrumental, under the giac^ of God, to 
guard him againft Partiality ? Some of thofe 
confiderations (hall briefly be noticed. 

Reflect, in the firft place, that vnth Ood 
there is no refpeSf of perfons. fFithout reJ^eSi 
of perfons He judgeth according to every matCs 
work. He is a great Gody a mighty and a ter-^ 
riblcy which regardetb not perfons {k). Let the 
creature learn from the Creator, ^houjhalt 
not refpedl the perfon of the poor, nor honour ^ the 
perfon of the mighty (/). Thou flialt afit to 
every man without Partiality. 

Contemplate, in the next place, the ex- 
ample of yc«;iF jLprd. By the grace of God be 
tafted of d^ath for every man (m). He ac- 

(i) r Tim. T. 21. 

(i) £ph. vi. 9. 1 Pel. i. 17. Dcuteic. 17. . 

(/} Levit; tit. 15, . > (f») Hebr. ii. 9. 
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ctpbd tfie poor and the defpiied as his br?« 
thxm. ^ Mtifterl we inmf ibat Tbcu art true^ 
ttktkarefifpr n^ntan\ for 7%m regarJe^n^ 
the feff9i\ofMfem^b$U Uacbeji the vjay cf Gad in 
truth {n).^ * One hianoh of the way of God 
]f|4iicitt He taugtjt^and exdmplificd was im-» 
jpartiatity* ■ >r. i.. 

' Farther {Strive to reduce the influence 
ef ftififhncfs over yoxir mind, by maintaiii- 
ihg a fiead^ wacfire againft the principle iu 
Mfs find tt^^ftdoting nicre and more nearly 
td the juft level,, your conceptions of ]tte 
worth, of eardily ^bjedts. ^hefajhion^ of tins 
world pajetb amxay. If every thing to winch 
felfiihnefs can extend its gi^fp be once felt 
as uncertain, traniient) imperfeft) burthened 
with trouble j will you be guilty of Partiality 
to obtain ftich acquifitione ? Will you en* 
daftger* by the guilt of Partiality the lofs of 
treafures iiicorruptible, eteinal, full of 
glory? '. ^^r \ 

i. . With equal diligence, with equal fmce- 
rity, lower the unwarranted eftimation, 
which you arp liable- to afllgn to yourfclf. 
Leim of Hini who -Tcvii meek ^nd lowly in 
hMrt^ -fio walk iJDorthy qf the vocafim^^vhfrewith 
ye are called^ with all lowlinejs and m^eknefs. 
In honour prefi^r^me janotber.-^ Ih^ lowlinefs af 

B"p> I u \ mind 
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mind let tMch ejitem rtbers iktter ikon Mm^ 

fdf{t>). If the habit of our niads Hbe^ rarixst 

to undervalue oftrfeltes tinh wiiidiiibar^ tb 

wave our clann; r^her than ! (too leageidijjtb 

|m£|p[.them'i to recxdeiircHA^lQwrri^llt^ 
than to enforce- tfaera-wtth^jpatiai^d^^ 
rdkBi that before God our 4eftxt is notMitgi 
tUBkA that from man we probably have* ie^ 
cdived many pre&ten<tes (to: wMch we irad' i 
<very flender titfe : one c^^the ftrobgeft.1^iiJ 
datiohs of Partiality is iHakeitr rl' ^ ; 

' Aceuftom yoiirfelf al^ to f^m pMcipita^ 
^fion in forming' jmir opittions; Rtntember 
thtt jm rrery xafe in ^/Hikh ybuif ^artiatity 
can operate in faivour eithfii^ of rymur&l^' or 
of thpfe whom you are dij^M« to'faefitend.| 
there is ano^er perfoa aij^inft whodti it can 
operate^ againft whom, if k i>e)«idulged^ it 
wtSI neceilarily operate^ His interefta there- 
fore, not thofe onfly of your&lf or of yonr 
friends, ai^ at ftake^ 6e patient in examin- 
iing, be cool in deliberating, befbit jrou, adopt 
a conclufion, in which even inadvertence may 
be injurious to him, injuriQus peihaps to an. 
extent which you cannot forefee, and in >con^ 
iequei>ces which may b(^ irretrievable^ 'Look 
not miry man an his &wn tj^ngs^ bift ev^ry man 
alfo on the things of others {p):, 

(c) Matth. zL 19^ EpheC M. !> 9. Rbtn. siu 10. 
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- ' Several of the corifiderations which have 
been fugl^eftcd as aids igainft the infltience 
of pardatity, liiough to inftve touched upon 
them ^ detmlrjtisy probably have had its 
adtantagesy might have been fummed upin 
the comprehenfivfe command; fTBou Jhdb ^ini 
tfy'mtgbAourM tbyfelf. Love worketB niiR-U 
bis, neigbbtmr.r/i^vai therefore in tlie'aritfsfiof 
injuries wliich it profinibc^,; baniihes' Par-^ 
tiality. Place. y6uirfclf in: the fitiiatibn of 
your neighboiir. Kt'prefciit to/yourfelf his 
vcafohablc ■exjie6tati36ns. Excite . in ybur 
owii: mind the «notipnsv which it is! neural 
that"he;.fhould Experience: Deliberate ^fcfa" 
bim/judge for hiih, hope for him, feel 'fop 
him. Becoihc as it were the vciymaa 
Thus ihall you know wh^ it would be to 
him to cxperifen^ee partiality. Thus Ihall 
you receive a praftlcal, an accurate, an expe^ 
rimental admonition, not to be partial, . 

Throughout the prefent difcourfe Par- 
tiality, whether viewed with regard to the 
forms which it wears, the effedts which it 
produces, the fources whence it fprings, or 
t he remedies by which it is to he withftood, 
liavS bccui contemplated in its ordinary bear- 
ings on individuals, with little reference to 
their Ipecial fituations, * In different dalles, 
and under a diycrfity of circumllances,^it 
will prefent iticlf under various modes and 

afpefts. 
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ai^e^s, »)d prolteitfe its ^f^^^tf^'^tli 
difllmilar advaritages: Thepe^s btie ^Cc3A}^ 
iioh of irnlmduals laid op<^ b^<M oth^s-' 
no its liiRucnce ; thbfe,^ naiiiely, 'wko^fdP 
•whatifever purpefe' arc? slffi:J€ikted, 'w^etfece 
iUrdwvdly ot tacitly, into * ^i<ty.- - t^itaem 
nt)tto{pt^-' of p6iitieat' ^<Ufies in the 
ii^Klature^ though to them, arid tf|)ecially 
tb ihe teaders of them, the fdiiit of the ob-' 
fisrvatk>ns tO/bc fubjblncds^f it "will apply td 
ikytnanj will app4y with partichiiar pe]fti- 
iitocy. I fpeak of pietty parties in^private^ 
life. Thefe, at one time, arife from 'the 
^rfoit of a common profeflionai^bbjeft viat 
another, from union in a eommeixial undelv 
taking ; at another^ from conetrrrence in foitie 
rili^ous diftin6tion. Into all thefe aflbda^' 
tions, blamelefs or laudable as the origin bf 
them miay be, the general evils adhering^^tb 
j^rty insinuate themfelve^* The perfohs 
who ftdnd at the^ head are very getier^lly 
feen to become dated by pr^-emirience. - If 
the party bfc formed ori a religious gi'ound ; 
the leader, not unufiially, grows fupercilioiis, 
dogmatical, impatient of contradiftion. *But 
m each alfociatidh, and from the highefteven 
tb the loweft meniber of it, partiality rs com- 
mohly difcernible, often prevalent. There 
is a triaAifeftation bf a rtarrow-miTrided fpirit 
■ -']'■ ^ z 4 ' -of 
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greicluficm towards pcric^s wh6 do ik^ b&s 
kng to the body* Towards thofe who da 
belong to it, unreaibnabls preferences am} 
nmneritiod countenance are extended. For 
their figveral interefts, as well as for tho 
fpnei^al; adyantago of the body^ proceeding 
widely at variance with the n^i» of chiiftian 
Ipre to our neighbour are adopted .4^4 
u|)lield4 In-parties conftra£ted on a .^U 
finaller icale kindred coniequencesarevifiblei 
An individual bepqmes in his own c^ck, m 
^ his QwA houfe, the head of a Uttle knot of 
partiians. Into the number of thefe i^ 
YouriteS) who commonly owe the dift|ndion 
to an acquiefcence in the opinions, a com-* 
pliance with the humours, and a fuppoct of 
the proje6ts, of the principal, no one who 
does not evince correfponding acquiefcence 
and compliance and fupport, finds admiflion. 
At any rate, when refraftorinefs becomes 
evident, favour is withdrawn. On behalf 
of thofe who continue to fubmit Partiality 
is conftantly exercifed. Their good quali-^ 
ties arc overcharged s their faults are vindi- 
cated ^ their interefts are promoted at the 
expence of other men. Among the female 
(ex alfo thefe minor parties are not very un-j 
firequent. Whether fubfifting amcmg wo- 
OMii or among men, they a«e highly ^i^u- 

nous 
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rious to the individual who governs, and to 
the perfons who are held in fubjeftion^ 
They fofter on the one fide felf-conceit, 
ungFaciouTAefs jdEf mi4u|^M ifti<l^^ty and 
impetuofity of temper; on the other, flat- 
tery, direft or- indircQ:, ferule ob&quiouf^ 
nefi, diffimulation and cunning; on both 
iides, Partiality/^ vVh^re^Js the fpirit of 
Chriftian humility ? Where is the fpirit of 
Chrifkian fmcerity I i /Whcnitt is the fpint of 
G|>rpan|Qvf ? ,., 
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SERMON XVIIL . . 

• •■*-■• ' • • . . ^ ■ .4 . ./-.-:»' 

: \,"iio. ,, On Sospiciofj... ..,, z,^ 

*• '- *. I*. •' :ij-.i.J r. i> 

- ■ - • • ■ • *> .» . J-^ . ' 

Affd in thofe Days, when the ' f^umBer if ibe 
Difcifles was multipliedy there arofe a Mtir* 
muring of the Grecians againjl the Hebrews ^ 
iecaufe their Widows were negleSted in the 
daily Minifiration. 

C USPICION is the fecond fubjca, to which 
the paffage of Scripture now before us 
leads our meditations. 

The Grecian Jews, feeling themfelves in 
fome mcafure confidered as foreigners at 
Jerufalem, would es^fily be tempted to ap- 
prehend that their widows would not be re- 
lieved with the fame faimefs and l:I>erality as 
thofe of the Hebrews. And if they were 
alfo confcious that the fiind from which 
the rdief came had been raifed principally 
among the Hebrews, their fufpicions would 
be ftrengthened. Yet it is very poffible that, 

notwith* 



notwithftanding' their ftJliiiires^, the diftri^ 
bution had beeflin^ae with impartialityf,*Tid 
propriety ?>df « Shy rate that, iAteS reate 
able claitn^ of the iGrecian'vfridbWs bad beM 
more or lefs overldbkediia4ie hegleSft had iriftiif 
from accident, nbt frotn evil intentkwi. '«^ >« 
" There -are various fotirceS from whith "a 
haWr of fu^iciott may atife, 
f Some perfons are naturally of a fearifot 
turn of mind. Open to alarmi, and appra^ 
haifinre i5f iiijmy or of dinger, they eafily 
fiippofe liiiMi^ and tinkirtdrifefs 46 be iK 
cbtttempiationJ agaiflft^^^^j and attribute 
Hial^bleht inteiatiori* to others not <mly 
bbyorKj proof, :but^withbut pKwf^ without 
evidenbe; without probjllbility; 
if^<9thers are rendered fufpicibus by a con- 
ftiottfnefr tif weaknefs* Perceiving that 
pfans^ to thftir detrimeflt' might -be accom- 
plifhed without diffictilty, th^ -conclude 
^at their fit nation cannot efcapt^Hc notice 
of defigning and iftterefted men,' and ynH of 
itfelf invite and perfuade them to take ad*- 
vantage of it. ' . i 

'•" Some perfons again, overvaluing worldly 
objects iind worldly eftimation, and bong m 
cojifequenqe extremely folicitous to ret^ 
poffeffion of them; become, ttirotigh diefe 

- * ■Theoriginil'MMls, yoyy v^ftoi ok in»pfdiifW7o^ ^dcC miglfll 
prbaps :bc rendered—** there «r9%. a «nunnurJOg iiai iheii; 
*• widowi were negkacd/* 

13 circum- 
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circumilances, iUipicious charafter^* They 
arc; jealous as to every thv^g whith is puN 
pc^iijbd^ or-f^ pti done^ or which, as they 
ioui^pei may be purpofcd,' or iaid^ or doncv 
liefpefting themfelviss. They watch and 
fcrutinize the very looka of friends, ndgh-^ 
tioiirSi ftrangers ; and feldom allow any 
confiderable portion of time to dapfe withn 
p»t believing that tjiey have, ample reaibn 
fiw theiif injurii^iM funnifes. 
, \X)thera[are led u!lto fu^cion.by Partiality^ 
T^e par^al rxmiy XiQX finding the unreaibn- 
able 'preference to^vihiich'hQ. fancies him&tf 
and.h]i$ favomites tQ be eatitled nfuaUy al^ 
lowed; looks upon thp reft: of the world y^ 
an evil eye 5 and Tc^alrds all but his own 
inunediate 9iibciates^ and ifroquently mofbof 
them likewife, as envioufly combining to 
thwart him, to difcredit him, to withhold 
from him the advantage, or the indulgence, 
or the diftinftion, or the count^ance, or 
the.|:efpe£t, which is his due, 

Difappointment in not obtaining the a& 
fiftance, and experiencing the friendfhip, 
which we had prmnifed to ourfelves, tends; 
to nQurifh , fufpiipion. Anticipating, even 
^gainil probability, future difappointmoit, 
we look with unreafoiiable diftruft on the 
perfons from whom we imagine that it 
may arife; and learn to feel an obfcure 

diminu'* 
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diminution of confidence towards all m^i^ 
kind. 

When to difappointment pofitive injwy 
is fuperadded ; when from quarters whence 
countenance, and fupport, and kindijefs were 
juftly expefted, we meet not only negk^i^ 
but injuftice and cruelty ; the temptations to 
fufpicion aflunie their moft formidable (hape. 
Who could be aftonifhed, if David, when 
Ahitophel deferted him, when Abfalom 
thirfted for his blood, were harrafTed by 
ibme groundlefs fufpicions ? When, in the 
anguifh of his foul, he exclaimed ; It was 
not -an enemy that reproached me^ then I could 
have borne it 3 but it was thou^ mine equaly my 
pdde^ mine acquaintanie : yea mine own fami-^ 
tier friend in whom i trujied^ which did eat of 
my breads bath lifted up his heel againfl me : 
behold^ myfon^ which came forth of my bowels^ 
feeketb my life {a) : when thus he exclaimed 
in the anguifh of his iiml, who could be 
aftonifhed, if, being greatfy ajliffedy hcfaid 
in his hafte^ All men are liars (^) ? 

Familiarity with wickednefs^ while unhap*- 
pily it is found to deaden the abhorr^ce of 
guih, leads to ftrpnger (iifpiicions of its ex-* 
tfl^nce m evqry tranfaftrion. iThey whofe 

{a) Pfalm It. 1^/13. %\u 9, % Sam. Xfu ix. 

{^) Pfalmcxri: io»>f i: ■' " 

office 
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office it is to deted and bring to puiiiflimenl 
offenders againft the law of the land, or 
wfapjfe habits and occupations render them 
firom other caufes very convcrfant with the 
moft depraved clafies of fociety, may eafily 
accuftom themfelves to lcx)k with fufpicion 
upon e\'ery man. 

Another fource of fufpicion is the advafice 
of age and infirmity. The mind, foreboding 
the near approach of tlic feaibn when its 
own powers^ no lefs than thofe of the body, 
ihalL decay, broods upon apprehenfions of 
difregard, contempt, and injury \ and alarms 
itfelf witli imaginary tokens of negle£t and 
unkindnefs. 

Another fource is, the fecret confcioufitefs 
that malevolent defigns againft another are 
harboured by ourfelves. From thofe againft 
whom we are planning mifchief, we ^pe6t 
mifchief. When Saul purfued the life of 
David, it was not difficult for the king to 
perfuade himfelf that his own life and croWu 
were fought by the viftim of his opprefSon, 
If we have carried our malignant purpo(es 
into efFeft, it may be long before our min^ 
can be fet at eafe from fufpicion by the moft 
folemn alTurances of forgivenefs from th^ 
perfon whom we injured, or even by the 
largeft accumulation of benefits accompany- 
ing 



Vig.and.foUowmgthafe afTumnc^*. Thoifgh 
Jo&fhi after he ' h^ rbroujght 'down his bre- 
thren into Egypt, had abided to his. lingularly. 
olfeftionate declarations of unimpsured bro- 
therly love the cleareft proofs o£ his fin- 
ceiityj though he had noiififhed thfimi^v^ 
and their families during the continuance; 
of the: famine, had fettled them ia the richeft 
part of thQ land of Egypt, had perfevered ift 
his fraternal folicitude during the feventeen 
years of the life, of theijr father in that 
country to tranquUliize their mijods by a 
m^ceifipn of benefits ;. their fears were un-^ 
ilibdued. An J when Jofe/A'f hretbren faw. 
that their father was deady they f did. i Jrf^ 
wiU peradventure hate wi, and will certain^ 
' requite us all the. evil which we did unto him{c)^ 
When did kindnefs, grounded on religious 
{tfinciple, fhine in a mere man with brighter, 
tadiance than in Jofeph, when he met ht« 
brethren after this expreflion of their di{^ 
truft? . 

A halnt of rfufpicion, from ^^^Hhatev^er. 
fource it may be derived, is among the 
habits which, undec a given me^ure of en^ 
couragement, are of the moft rapid growth* 
Has it been nouriihed . by indulgence ? It 
recedes tardily, and with many efforts to 

(r) Gtn. 1. 15. ^ j^ 

maintain 
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irudntein and to recover its dominion $ aod 
for a time will difregard the difciplihe of 
the moft powetftil 'liorreftives. The fol-- 
lowing confiderations may be inftrumental 
in ftrengthening the mind againft the at- 
tacks, and in elivering it from the influ- 
ence, of fufpic on. 

A fui^icious temper is inconfiftent with 
die fpirit of thrifliaii charity. Charity 
Mnketb no €wt {J)y until constrained fay 
forcible t^ftimony. Charity hapeik all things i 
hopeth ^1 - thmg^ favoorable o£ others^ 
fo long as there remains rational ground 
ftnr hope. Charity beliweth all things : lie- 
fitycth dli things which kindnefs Would 
incline us to deem credible^ and which ex>- 
perience or evidence will permit us to credit 
In our opinions, no lefs tiian in our a6tions, 
let us ftudy, through the influence of divine 
grace, to be uniformly governed by the law 
of Chrift. Let us do unto others as we 
might reafonably \n(h them to do unto us j 
and thiffk of them as we might reafonably 
deftre that they fhould think concerning us ; 
and thus, in thought as well as in deed, love 
our neighbour as ourfelves. Where would 
then be our n^il furmijings ? Folhw after 
charity {e). 

(4) I Cor. xiii. 4i 5» ^^ {e) I Tun. vL 4. 1 Cor. xiV. r. 

Coolnefs 



: Cooliie^ in f Qirtni]^ your ji^emept i^ % 
necessary guard api^ft fufpipkni. % 1^ 
precipitate man langitiag^ ^d cuxvp:i^i^99S 
^e continually miiconcqiyed t and, wlwn hf 
b. under the influence Qf rqii^ppreh^n:(ipn3 ara 
mifconcdived for the . worfe. Innocent ez« 
pfefficH^s breathe ^ ii^jmipus purpoib : p(o^ 
ceedings n^utralji^ perhaps amicable^ .^ppe^ 
tokJ^ns of enmity : cafual looks convey a. dsiih 
loeaning* Be well aw^e of your fears.. .-^^^ 
€eUe6): your prepofTefiions, Give youri^L^ 
liQi^ to weigh incidents.. Overlook not par-^ 
ti9ulsU^ adverfe to the fur^^fes which you 
arc cheriftiing^ Let pot your conclusions; 
be hafty fuperfbrufbires raifed upon the 

fend. 

<J^all to remembrance, in the next places- 
die ihame which you furely cannot but have 
idty when your fidpicions in former inftai^c^^ 
have been difprov^ by events. Jiim^kchjfiidy 
Lord, intbe mtt^tycfw^ hearty and innocehcj 
tf my b^nds^ have I doners. And^dJgij^mfK^ 
hitn : Tea^ Iknow^ that thou diJJitbis mtbeJnter 
^ty of thine heart if^). May not your Sulpi* 
cigps.frequently have been as (lightly fouude4 
a&Uiole of Abraham were? May notGocL who 
chjeeared Abimelisch by attefting his integrity,^ 
\^^^X^\^s^ btrfbre His holy angels tibic ito 

-A A tegrity 
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t^rily of the man whoin you have fufpefled ? 
The very man whom you now fufpe^, you- 
inay heretofore have fufpefted wrongfully. 
If the cafe has ' not been {oi hav« not you 
fufpefted pther men, and on grounds appa- 
rently as ftrong, and difcovered afterwards 
that your diftruft was unmerited I Have not 
you been deeply pained, pained when the 
trania6lion has long been paft, by reflefting 
on undeferyed imputations which you have 
tacitly foftered againft your neighbour, per- 
haps have openly expreffed concerning him~? 

Be watchful henceforth to have a confcience 
in this refpeft void of offence towards God and 
towards men. 

Coniider, farther, the difquiet which you 
have fufFered, when your own conduft has 
been expofed to unfounded fulpicion. What 
furprife did you feel that your proceedings 
coyild be eftimated fo perverfely : that Tuch an 
a^on could be miftinderftood : that fuch a 
phrafe. could be mifconftrued ! How unrea- 
fomible and unkind did you deem it in others 
not to have enquired more minutely; not to 
have deliberated longer; not to have inter- 
preted d&ubtful points in your favor j not to 
hkvc made allowances for unknown circum- 
ftances and. motives. Remember how anu- 
odHy you have feared that the ftigma might 

never 
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n^, that its ^ ccmfeqaendeS ;:* ab]|^[£t:iix4^iiB^ 
icjoiie of y^r ifairefiprofpedb j: ai;B^^ 
your 'wkffdiS^ hxsipes;'' \ C'fBurb^cMii^pa^ 
dqperience V<'t :t<5 VentailiN^tipon. t^t^r&jdiet 
Wretclftdndfs "of 'bring unjoftif 

anbthtfieffon of inihii£bbn;itlie xfxtikiahKh 
ablencfs :of fufpicion rtD< ^the fufpiciomari part^'^ 

' Sufpiddn, when warrahtod.by ded^hne piob^ 
bilities ; when fuflaihed by fii£b r^ffi'hibiuthe 
unavoidable refult of difpajSio^te ifdifmiing^ 
when efiential to our fecurity* agaiiifl: ifijums 
evickntly meditated v is ^ yet uncomforteble. 
Will you heap unealihefles upon yourfelf by 
iidurifliing it without caiifef When, you 
are authorifed with unclouded fcrenitfy of 
minci to look upon your. neighbour, as.'yotir 
friend; will you torment yourfelf. .by .fur- 
ihiiing that he is your enemy ?:>i ,^*". :A 

Obferve too in how^ipe6i! a manner Snfe 
pidbn leads to fin. The' natural impUUe of 
feif-defence hurries us into mpaCoces ^ : aiff^t 

' the; evil -which we ,drcadr( And the ^min4 
Which, k a prey lt6i unjuft ./u:i^icit>cirts :2Myf ^iii 

"^ a Ibite to be Altogether juditrkm&/;x>r jialiu^ 
gether fcrupuloug, ^as to the ^od^ ,pf pro- 

. ceeding to which it has recourfe- n^/Nqt only 

A A i is 
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t< it ISMftfm miapt meafbres ftrongtf 4m 
theioK AVBD tmcBtiir fitfpiciod luMbEiiiaatcd# 
•oiddjiltfifijrj^ biit it i< in isninininit <1»^ 
0f cn|doy&ig^ iiKli ai are ndiciiUy imi&lr 
A«r(f/f, filial Afaralttfn,^ the feat tfGod is not 
miids^ce: anlthty nviU Jlay me for ntf v>if^A^ 
fdki{j^\i Under the presence of this fuf^ 
pidoh, \m. immodiaifefly adopted ;the plan, of 
diflomWiig axid ecfiuviocating by termtngi 
Sarah hia filler : a plan for the ^option dF 
which xmder fimilar circumftaaces , m 
he had- dre^dy beeni fkd^oElcd to a meiporable! 
cebuke {}i). Eyen in the face.of theft wam^ 
ifigs, his. fen Ifiuu:, . enhuured by fui^idony 
reforted to iin^ilar diffinUilation (./). Shidl 
notaftate ofmind^ imder which the reflltyde 
^f Patriarchs failed^ overcome us ? Let U5 
watch and pray againft the temptatiqii* 
which condu£l to it, and agaufift thojfe which 
attend it. 

Again, to encourage arha^it. of Suipicion 
is to teach ourfelves diftnifl of God. Con* 
tinual mminajtion upon the apprehienlion of 
itguriesy aad perpetiial foUcitude.' to devise 
means of repelling l^em, have a tend^cy to. 
indoce us to imagine, ourfelves n^le6):ed; by; 
^^ Providence^ and left to defend our)C^e» 

- <{#) CeiK mMu 

I as 



as twe may by o«u: oy^ fii/ms^ 

^bife khre to onr Snjpr^sBnC'Bfnefa^ indk 

Ib^ng ^tir weakne% or to i^iSimpCMNl. % 

4ConfidSng jw ourfelvcs, 

'' T^ priding t6nMa:«6oki'pomt$ ait <^^ 

to a monptentous truth, a. Uvely itn^osfEbn 

^f . wliick ' <checks fiifpidoa b j ini^ga^ng 

alarm ; ^e J^d i^oi^Khknip^ter^ r^igkftik^ 

f^be'LcrJ reigneiixy Jet^^^^^ rejoi€t-t ht 

^ mikitude of ij^s-ie:]^id{k). Su]^p6ki^ 

ifervanr of Glirifl:, hjlirafled .by jg^qjiny fotc- 

liodiilgs of eyil^ .See k^taxjcicA dway for a 

time by difquietu4e; arid DCvohirig and 

heightening his fufpiicions lid^pe^ng the parr 

ties at whofe haniM hfc exp^s tmichief. 

JSehold him fuddehly^roufed to a vivid recoil- 

lection of the imlimited pojyeraitdgoodne^ of 

God. Hear him exxrhfjlwijog; ^' Not » te- 

^ row fells to the grcQral wiAout my nest- 

" venly Father's pertaifl&wi^ The ntf hatr? 

*' of my head are nimiberpi. Themfefey of 

^' my Oodiiovtralltib^irorfer, AUtl^nqg^ 

'< woii(. together fi»: "good to fheh& f})^ :)6lve 

•* Him,** Mark jlow his fian ape itanqttilT 

j&fed. Mark alfi> how; togdtliter i;yith Ms 

dfcad of evUS) his ias£^vA6n that tibpy are 

iBtflittrtod agsuhft h&n de»iyr.^ D^ 

A A 3 €(^711^ 



• .ttn 



&Si^BStk in- diit-i!^piefi»tBtM» yipiuyfl^maH^ 

God : and you may bopeinifiitiii3|:.r 
h^^M^ji^tto^py'kiimaiAA .tQattdb.^i 

^: >9^iQltt^thi^ Aiirvey of ^bme ^>dia:;ffi«acii^ 
<ilftai9^indvMpdijBB of ftt^sk^ Wlnte 
tb tfae^Wiajdal inflmaioii<v wj|;^\te^ 
jceodiii^ of laid Apoiftk^: (^ >tlMfd|Ba(lijGi^ 
^idi 4utt bMn'^fttttef^ >fi;^giBfti. Vtltrian^ 
tatxi^ ihe dttty ofa i toy oMiiting! tot^imtg/s, icpd 
^ftodying'to 6bnat^f,aayculn]m|tiaicc-.,i)i 
our condn^ vd^ may .^» citikh:ginwilijj|^ 
In appearanoe^eiaiii^piEKiiiii nttHlBQ} «pdj|)i> 
iUnffaiim the^^Bipe&iqadiAd 4^^^ 
the obligation, l. . :,: ; ' . . • r . . ' . . 

If the apoftUs^J nthan - the complaint that 
die widows of the ISirecians irere -n^leded 
I'was laid before dna^. had not jat once inter- 
ieteAAxeardtr torappfyia. remedy jto the evil, 
if itflioald befbimcLtDifexift, or tpi preclude, 
: if thb itegleft (Wereiqnag^naiyt'^ j^iohaln- 
lity of: its aa&eBixy-lhty';:yrovlii':i^Sl^ 
havd proved ^themfelyts.'to bir.paxtid, oi^m 
the mxtfk favorable fiftp|)afitioOi .'woeukfeime 
excited vvery pkufiUe.'>fhfpiciiisf jigWifl^ Jiior 
own faimef§, Itis not md^^d impoi^Me, con- 

/> iiderin| 
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iidering the irrita|:ed ftate^ of mind ydth whkh 
the murmuring of the Grecians 'was evi4^t- 
ly accompanied^ that fome > of them might 
even then be capable of fuipe£ling the i^ftles 
not to be altogether free from an interefted 
bias towards their countrymen, the Hebrews^ 
On all accoimts therefore it behoved -them 
promptly and prudently to interpofe. What 
courfe did they take ? They interpofed with« 
out delay. And did they interpofe prudently ? 
With fo wife a meafure, that it gave uni- 
ver£d iatisfa£tion inftantly, The faying pleaf- 
ed the whole multitude. Every complaint was 
iilenced. Every complainer faw, that no 
cauie of murmuring or of diftruft on the fub- 
jcft could arife again. The apoftles removed 
the management of the fand entirely out of 
thdr own hands : and committed it exclu- 
lively to a feleft body in the choice of which 
they took no part ; a body in the fbrmation 
of which the Grecians participated equally 
yith the Hebrews, It is worthy of incidental 
notice hgw iimilar, on a correfponding ocr 
caJlion^ vas the circumfpeftion of Saint Paul. 
When his exeitions Tiad pro<;ured»in various 
churches of the Gentiles contributions for the 
ittUef of theChriftiansin Jiidaea, whdwerefiif- 
feiing under thepreffure of a "famine, it is thus 
thathe writes to the Corinthians cohcemih^ the 
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'iotteSiik pf^(>aritig aitioog them dfo for tte 
Jaints : U^homfoever you Jhkll approve By your 
Utters^ tbeM will I fend to bring your liberality 
mto Jerufalem. And if it he meet that I go 
alfo, they Jhall go with me (I). And in his 
•fiiblcquent cpift te, when he refers to colleft iotii 
for the fame objeft.made felfe^vherCj he fpeaks 
df the fftejfengers of the churches ^ cbofen of the 
dkurches (in compliance, we may be af- 
fured, with the uniform wifli of Saint Paul) 
to travel with us with this grace which is admi** 
nifteredby us [m). His reafbns for thefe pre* 
cautions he does not hefitate to avow: 
Avoiding this, that no manjhould blame us in 
this abundance, which is adnunifiered by us: 
providing for honejf things not only in. the Jigbl 
of the Lord, hut alfo in thefght of men {n). To 
revert, however, from this not irrevelant di-r 
^reflion, to the apoftles at Jerufalem > ob* 
ferve that, anxious as they were to afford 
fatisfaftion to the difcontcnted by doing, and 
by doing inftantly, all that was befitting 
themfelves for the purpofe, they would not 
deviate the hreadth of a hair from the line 
of duty. ' The Grecians appear to have ex- 
pefted, at leaft . to have defired, that the 
apoftles fhould in perfbn attend the daily dif- 

(/) I Cor. xvi. 3i ^ (m) ^ Con im, 19—23. 
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ttibutiori of the provifibhsi in order tbtft]» 
care that it fhould be cpnd\ifted with imjfalv 
tiality. Such an appropriation of a poftioh 
of their time the apoftles were immediately 
aware would be a departure frpni their pecu-- 
liar bufinefs, and therefore pofitively wrbhg^. 
Their office, the office which Chrift had cdtrtk 
iftitted to them, was to preacli th6 Gbfpel\ 
// is not reafofiy they replied, that we JhdulH 
leave the word of God and ferve fables. Afid 
they clecidedly refufed to take fuch a ftep 5 
refufed to occupy themfelves even fof a feafon, 
even but occafionally, in the bufinefs. JFe 
Will give ourfehes continually to prayer^ and to 
the minijiry of the word* 

From this furvey of the conduft of th6 
apoftles, let us learn to abjlainfrom all dp^ 
pear ante of roil \ to watch over our cha- 
xafter as a talent, as an inftrument of ufeftil- 
riefs capable of being employed to the glory 
of God } tojlrive by welUdoing to put tojilende 
the ignotance offoolijh men^ who through that 
iignorance may affail us with groundlefs acciii- 
rations, or may harbour unauthqrifed fufpi- 
CionS cohccrning us: and particiilarly tq 
te prompt and ingenuous in explaining any 
part 6f our proce^ngs ' which' We drfcerti: tb. 
have been Tnifunderftood, or forefee to T)e in 
^^nger of mifconftruaion. The ap^leis 

poflTelTed 
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pofiefled in the tranfa^lion in queflion^ and 
it was the defire of their hearts to poilefs in 
all tran£i6lions, a confcience void of offence 
both towards God and towards men. It 
has often been, and well may we fear left; it 
ihould again be, otherwife with us. What 
then remains ? Whenever we perceive our- 
felvts to have offended, whether by unwar*- 
rantable a6tions, or by injurious fuipicions, 
let us be eameft to acknowledge biur tranf«- 
gref&on not only unto God, but, if con* 
fcience indicates the duty, to the individual 
alfo againft whom we have finned \ and to any 
other perfons to whom the evil which we 
have committed, ought, under exifling .cir* 
cumflances, tq be made known^ Never let 
us be fatisfied that we truly repent, if 
we will not thus give glory to God by 
frank and honeft confeffion,,. Clofenefs is 
foreign to repentance. While clofenefs re- 
mains, is there not a prefumptive token that 
pride, and a fecret purpofe of continuance in 
iin, rule the heart ? 

But, ferther, let us learn never to feek 
to clear our chara6ters, whether juflly or un^ 
juftty fufpefted, at the e^q)eiice of duty. 
Have we finned ? Let us gladly heaf any 
fhamc, any worldly confequences, rathei: 
than difguife or palliate the ofFencQ by falfe^ 

hood. 



hood. , ^11 U^sjhalihave their part in the lah 
th^t humetb with fire a7id briptjlone^ which is tb^ 
ficond.de ath ((?) . Are we without caufe fulpeASl- 
cd of iniquity ? Let us cheerfully fubi»it to 
^e. fufpicion, rather than adopt 'for the pur- 
|K)fe^ of removing it meafures in any degree 
jrepugnaAt to the ipirit of the Goipel, Jt is 
;potj uncommon for men, partly on account 
pf the ii'kfomenefs of being wrongfully 
Jiifpe^led, partly through a reafonable re- 
gard to^ the importance of (:hai*6ter, to 
take refuge in unferiptural methods pf prcr 
venting or of checking evil fur mifingi x^ 
jTpefting the^felves^ Are they dpemed, 
are they apprehenfive left they ihpuI4 be 
decmied, parfimoniou^ ? They will do fomo- 
^tjiing extravagant. Are tl^ey ^fmd leil 
they ijjould be termed fcrupulous and aus- 
tere,? They will lUde into conformity to 
the world. Are they fearful left they lhoul4 
be confidered as too complying? They bck 
come proud and obftinate. Let ijs beware 
lefiy as the JeYpent beguiled I^ve through kis 
fubtlety^ fo our minds Jhould he corrupted from 
the Jimplicity which if in Cbrijt (p) ; from 
fimplicity of dependence on him, from fim- 
. plicity of chriftian obedience. Let us fet 
ff?e Lord always before us ; and we fhall nc^t 

(«) R«y- 3ixi. 8. : (/) 2 Con xi..j, 
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bt ittdred 'ffyax fas paths. Let us com- 
*mit our finds in well-doing unto Him, 
who burning "BRmfelf fuffered, being tempted^- 
is able to fuccour tbem that are tempted : and 
has promi^^that, whatever temptation play 
come up6n His, it fhall not in any cafe be 
irrefiftiblelj "but that grace,' If We piigr 'fitiF 
It from the heart, Aall ever he fupp2i$id % 
»ixiea^u|^adei)uate tP piableus to fyW ttti 
trial, ■ ;' .*'■■■■ ■';■!■■"*"■■ 

' Finally c what if prgudke had £> findl^ 
^dtai$d '^SAi npkm the minds of Ibfc Gni^^ 
iCaaiM, that th$ Apoflles had nbt fEJiin^; 
practical to clear themlelvet from fii^^d^^ 
They wouM hav« £onunit:ted themi«^% 
«reU -doing unto ^ Lend, flas a pafe tt^faJi 
in which you, rhough fufp^^xl V^fficttik' 
caufe, ar^ unable tp remove the imputtb- 
tion ? Feel not the ti?a( too ac^t^y. Coiw 
fider whether }>y £>m? gth^j: pip^eeding yoa 
miay not have partly f xpol^ yoifr&lf to th? 
prefent charge, Confider whether you h^vc 
not been allowed to efcape fiifplcion, wheq 
you have aftuatly defervcd it. Confitfcr that, 
when we accurately know bUr own intefr-. 
tions, we yet are not always attentive to mi-» 
nute circumftances in our procee^gs j 
and that it is on minute circumftances tiiat 
fufpicions frequently are grounded^ . At any 
rate, 



rate, learn patience. Let patience nvork ex^ 
ferience^ and experience hope. The time of 
clearing ftiall afluredly come. Cajl thy bur-- 
then upon the Lord ^ ahd He Jhalt fuftain thee 4 
Hejhall never fuffer the righteous to be moved. 
Hejhall bring forth thy right eoufnefs asjthe Ught^ 
and thy judgement as the noonday. Reft in the 
Lordy and waity u t i ent iy ' f vr Him (y ) . ' How 
eafily can Hi;s providence, working by means 
apparently the moft incidental, bring forward 
andeftablifliyourvindication, beyond yourex- 
peQ»tions, beyond your hope, in oppofition 
to every appearance of probability ! If in his 
wifdom He fhall leave you without an earthly 
vindication, He will clear you at the appointed 
XxvM^ before aflembled qien and angels. Look 
fqdrwfrd to the bla;^ of joy which will break 
in upon you, when the cloud fhall at once be 
dlffip^ited^ diflipatedfor ever> and be cheerpd^ 
Wider your prefent darknefs. The fruits^ 
which are now advancing to maturity under 
the (hade fhall glow tljiroughout eternity iu 
the Faradife of God. 

(f } Pfalm iMA. 4 !▼• 2%. 
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On i>oiNc Evil to p^oduck Good* 



. RflM. iii. 8.. 

r 

iS^»7r ^2^/^ /i&tff we fayy " Lrf w ik Evil 
that Good may come ;'* njthofe Damnation is 

pEkHAPS there is fcarcdy any precept of 
Scrij)ture which has to encounter more 
of fecret oppofition, than the prohibition to 
do evil that good may come. The oppofi^ 
tion to it is not always fecret. To the 
fyftem of general expediency, a fyftem of 
which the moft prominent and the moft al- 
luring charaftereftics ai^ the permiffion of 
the breach of every moral rule in cafes of 
fufRcient magnitude, and the authority veiled 
in every man to judge of the fufficiency for 
himfelf; this prohibition ftands in direft 
hoftility. From that fyftem therefore it cannot 
look foi; obedience or for acquiefcence. The 

force 
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fbrce of the prohibition mtift be fctplained 
away ; or the fy ftcm muft fell to the grounds 
We are accordingly informed; oh behalf 6f 
that fyftem,- that " the ma^^iAi which is in 
everyman's mouth, not to Vio evil'liiat good 
may come," is " in moft riien's^ without • 
meaning :*' that its import is, " let us not 
violator a general rule for 'the fake of any 
particular ^606. confequence we may. ex- 
pe6i:." The" prohibition; ' thus modifiedj 
(for in found reafoning it equally extends to 
fuppofed ^i?;l^ri^/ corifequ«icei,) is ftated ta 
be " for the moji part a falutary 'caution^ the 
" Mvmtsigt feldom compenfating for the vio^' 
•* lation of the rule (a)." This is the fcanty 
deference experienced by a fcriptural precept ;' 
a precept of fuch importance, that the apoflle 
pronounces the imputation of teaching a- 
contrary doftrine to be a flander againft the 
imnifters of the gofpel, and the authors of 
the calumny to be obnoxious to juft and awc^ 
fill condetonation f . 

- This is the love ofGody not that lye fu^pend 
or abrogate, \mt that we heep Hit command^ 
ments {b). This is our wifdom^ not to ^ecu- 
kte whether it might not be in certain cafes 
advtotageous ''to fet afide His plain injunc- 

{a) Paley'a Moral Phflofophy, 4to. 178;. p. 7i» 
(h) I John, y. j. 
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^tel «q4 pro}u|atioM^ but t» oh&^Wk^ 
iS^tmes if \eip mlt^ da tbm. So S^yt% 

y^^.ii^ ^^ f^^^^^ Wliar 

s^ ferijptural dii?0£ti^ isreftrainfid to ^led^l 

Of CUmA^nces^ «r is oth^fwift limited hf tibir 

.^Kirdf or the tiii<»:c^ anotho* pafl^ in the 

iacitd volumei the xeftrifticoi and d» |»i|ii^ 

t^^ft are from God, and. we are autliijii^ 

and Rqmred to a£t in confonmty With thflmi;. 

They are in £i|£t explanomry parts of the di* 

n^t^pn itfelf. But to jprefome by oin^ own 

tfc^Ktretical rcafimmgi^ ^mfiippprted, hj ib$ 

S^ptures, to fup^xrede the obligftti^ . of a 

divine ]»ecept, is tp fet up oiv^^vif ^^gffoft 

QoA, It is to aflume |iis fc^itreu. It^^to 

introduce and to vindicate univ^dal 4^A>he-^ . 

dience. It is to fubvert the foundations of 

Chriltian Morality. 

Thelanguage, by which men delude them^ 

^ves and others into quietude of conicience 

under the open pra6lice of doing evil on the 

plea of thus producing good, is not unfre*. 

qiientlyof thefojilowingdefcriptipn. "If mai- 

land were ii\ general difpoied to a^ , withv 

that llri^nefs of principle, the univegr&l^ 

adoption of which would -©h eygjry ac-: 

count be highly defirable ; nq f^JIftKa*, 

tion in ourfelves individually would be 

{c) Deut. lY. St6, 
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juftifiable. But unhappily the cafe n 
" not io. We are to confider then, that lit- 
" tie good can be effected but through 
** the co-operation of others^ Men are 
*^ the inftruments by which we are to 
**' do , good, the objefts to whom we are to 
" do good* We muft take men as we find 
^* them. We muft deal with them, not as 
being fuch as they ought to be, fvtch bb 
we wifti that they were> but: fuch as thejT 
are. We cannot do good by them of to 
*^ them, unlefs we conciliate them ; nor un^ 
" tefs we ^adapt our mode of proceeding to 
*' their aftual ftate. We muft not fliock 
** them by rigid maxims. We muft not re- 
pel them by unbending fcruple&» We muft 
win them to our purpofe by arguments to 
which they will liften, and by Condiifl in 
which they will concur^ The fewer and 
the flighter our deviations from moral 
** rules, the better. Needlefs deviations arc^ 
^ unwarrantable. But fuch as are necefiary 
" muft be prafticed.'* Mark^ muier thfe 
lAipofing plaufibilities of tlus reafdoing; 
the J^eal^ confequences which ire involved. 
Not oftly do^ it anrogate the power of dif- 
pcnfing wiith theobfervanceof the divine com- 
mandments 5 not oftly does it tend, by rer 
tommendin^ conciliadng cenfonnity ; to the 

J B-s-' * ; pi:efeo* 
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prefent moral ftate of men, to confirm and 
rivet them in that ftate : but it ftretches itfelf 
to comprehend with open arms eveiy exifting 
degree, and every encreafe, of depravity. If 
it pofiefies any conclufivenefs whatever, it is 
conclufive to this point; namely, that in 
proportion to the prevalence of wickednefs 
among men, a wider departure from fcrip- 
tural precepts is allowable and commendable 
in ourfelves : that when the individuals with 
whom we are concerned difregatd God more 
and more, we are more and more to dilre- 
gard Him like wife. The wifdom of this world 
isfoolijbnefs with God {d) ! 

Oh perfons in whom, through the grow- 
ing influence of religion on the heart, tender- 
nefs of confcience begins to manifeft itfelf in 
doubts as to the propriety of concurring in 
queftionable proceedings even for the fake of 
an apparent good which is expe^ed to refijlt ; 
fome expreflions of Saint .Paul relating to hi3 
own condu6l have been urged by lefs fcrupu- 
lous friends with perplexing efficacy. " Will 
not you hear," it is demanded, " the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles ? / made rnyfelffer- 
vant unto ally that I might gain the more. 
Unto the Jews I became, as a Jew^ that I 
** n^igM gain the Jews :' to them that are under 
J* the: law, as under the laWy that I might gain 

(d) I G9r.iu. 19. 
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" them that are under the law : to them that 
are without (the) law^ as without (the) law^ 
that I might gain them that are without 
(the) law. To the weak became I as weak^ 
that I might gain the weak. I am made 
all things to all men^ that I might by all 
means fave fome. And this I do for the 
gofpets fake {e). Will you be Holier," it 
i? added, " than Saint Paul ? When he has 
^* difplayed fuch compliances with the ftate of 
** the world arouhd him ; when he has thus ex- 
** emplified his principle of accommodation to 
** the prejudices and the praftices of the dif- 
" ferent individuals, for whofe benefit he was 
" folicitous ; when he has recorded with evident 
*^ fatisfaftion his own example, and with ah 
'^ unequivocal piirpofe of imprefling it upon 
*.* others : will not you be accommodating, will 
" not you be compliant ?" Let no perfon hefi- 
tateiat any compliance, of which Saint Paul 
has given an example. Let no peifon fear to 
manifeft any accommodation, which Saint 
Paul either by praftice or by precept recom- 
mends. Let the great apoille be followed 
without apprehenfion. Let our fole enquiry 
be, whither it is that he a6bially leads us : 
what is the path -which he djrefts us to 
purfue : what are the accommodations, what 
the compliances, which he enjoins or autho- 

(9)1 Cor. ix. 19 — 23. 
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rifes. The refult of this enqviiry will not be 
found to aid the canfe of thofe perfons, who 
would bring forward the apoftle as an inftancc 
and an advocate in favor of the doftrine which 
he difclaims, and abominates the doftrine of 
doing evil that good may come. The path in 
which, he proceeds, the path to which he diredts 
us, is tbe narrow way oi the divine conunand- 
ments, the only way that kadeth unto lijf. 
The^ accommodations and compliances which 
he exemplified or fandtioned were not fuch a^ 
violated his own rule, and rendered him felt 
condcnmed. They were accommodations and 
compliances not in things either in their na- 
ture wiTong, or rendered wrong by their pro*^ 
bable efFefts* imder exifting circumftances : 
but in things indifferent or right in them- 
felves, and, even if in their natvire indifferent^ 
evidently conducive at the time to praflical 
utility. To the Jjcws he became as a jfeWy by 
conforming on certain occafions, for the 
purpofe of mitigating prejudices againft him, 
to fome of the ceremonial ordinances pf the 
Mofaic law : ordinance which, though no 
ioriger obligatory, might innocently be ob- 
served through prudential confiderations, pro- 
vided that the obligation were unequivocally 
difa vowed. And did the apoftle permit any 
doubt to remain as to his opinion upon the 
point of obligation? His doctrine and his» 

conduct 
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conduft were alike decifive. He provoked 
the bittereft enmity of the Jews by conftant- 
iy proclaiming the extinftion of all obligation 
to regard the Mofaic ordinances. And that 
veiy ordinance, in which at one time we find 
him concurring on motives of prudence (/); 
at another, when his acquiefcence appears to 
have been required on the ground of obliga^ 
tion, we behold him rqefting with deter- 
mined perfeverance (^). To the Gentiles, 
who were without the Mofaic law^ he became 
zs'wiihout thzt law. Not only did he aflb- 
ciate with them unrefervedly, without regard 
to the ceremonial diftinftions which had kept 
afunder the Ifraelite and the men of dvery 
other nation ; but he publicly withftood Ptter 
to the face y when that apoftle, under an in* 
cidental impreffion of timidity, fearing them 
whichwere of the circumcijion^ "Withdrew andfepch 
rated himfelf ixora the Gentiles, and thus vir- 
tually compelled them to live as did the yews{h)^ 
Not only did Saint Paul unifomdy pro-r 
nounce the Gentiles exempt from any tie of 
conformity to Jewifh inftitutions ; but he 
ftrenuoufly exhorted them to refift every 
Judaizing teacher who would impofe upon 
'Uti^vatbe yoke of bondage y and to Ji and faji in 

{/) AAs. xv!. 3. {g) Gal. il, 5—5. 

{h) OaJ.iI. 11—14. 

3 B 3 the 



374 O^ ^^^S ^'^^^ ^^ produce Good;. 

the liberty nvherewitb Chriji had made them 
free (/), Is it afked in what manner to the 
weak became he as 'weak? Hear him, afitcft 
that he has eftablifhed the lawfukiefs of eat- 
ing meat which had been offered to idols an^ 
)vas fold for food, declaring, that, if by par-r 
taking of that meat he fhould. wound the con^. 
fcience ef his weak brethren^ and lead them to 
eat of it notwithftanding their fcruple5, be 
would eat no meat while the world Jldndetb\ 
left he jhould make his brother to offend (it). • Is 
it enquired in what refpeft he made bimfelf 
fervant unto all f He fpecifically anlwers foF 
himfelf, by making the gofpel of Cbriji ynth^ 
out charge to his converts j by not only not 
abufing^ but by not ufing^ the power with 
which hewias invefted by the ordinance of 
the Lord Jefus, that they which preach the 
gofpel Jhould live of the gofpel \ by labouring 
night and day^ becaufe he would not be charge^ 
able unto any^ and minifiering with his own 
hands unto his necejjities^ and to the necejfities of 
them that were with him (/). Thus then it 
was that Saint Paul was made all things^ to 
all men, that he might by all means fave fome. 
In things which were innocent, and either 

(i) Gal. v. I. (^) I Cor. viii..7 — 13, 

(/) I Cor.ix. 12, 14; Y5, 18, 19. I Tfa^iT. iL 6. 9. Afts, 
spviij. 3, zx. 34. 
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on occafions when things innocent could 
not be mifconftrued, or under precautions 
which fhould prevent any injurious mifcon- 
ceptipn, he delighted to manifeft a fpirit of 
accommodation and compliance ye?r the fake 
of the Gofpel. For the fake of the Gofpel he 
gladly receded from his privileges and rights, 
and fubjefted himfelf to fpontan^ous hard- 
fhips. Such conduft he not only exempli- 
fied, but recommended. But how unfair, 
how perverted, is the reafoning, which ar- 
gues from things innocent in themfelves, 
and fo circumftanced as to be free from any 
incidental tendency to miflead, to things in 
their nature wrong, or, if abftraftedly indif- 
ferent, likely, at the moment, to lend coun- 
tenance to (in or to error ! How ignorant, 
how blind, the reafoner, who imagines that 
he can deduce from the praftice or from the 
writings of St. Paul any licence to do evil 
that good may come^ 

Throughout the preceding difcuffion it 
has been fully admitted that the motive 
alleged on behalf of a departure from moral 
rules, namely, that good might be accom- 
plilhed by means of the deviation, was the ' 
true motive. The admiffion was not more 
than equitable; The arguments of thofe 
who plead for the deviation would not 

B B 4 otherwife 
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jftdxerwife have been fairly met. Yet it be* 
hoves every perfon who feels himfelf dif- 
pofed to contend for liberty to do evil, in- 
fomc particular then before him, on the 
plea of producing good, to bewaie left he 
deceive himfelf as to his motive. Let him 
fcrutinize it to the bottom. It may be what 
it profcffes it to be : and if the fcrutiny af? 
certain it fo to be, though the vindicatioti of 
the motive will npt in any degree avail as to 
warranting him to do the evil, he will have 
the fa^sfaftion of being affured of his fiii- 
cerity. ^ut let him not be furprifed if the 
refult be the dete6lion of fpme other motive 
lurking in the hearf, and governing the 
judgement. Let him not be furprifed if the 
purpofe, which he had afcribed to a cordial 
defire of promoting the divine glory by the 
furtherance of good, fliould prove to have 
originated |fi a fecret hankering after evil; 
in a felfifh thirft for the profit, the conve- 
nience, the gratification, to be obtained by 
tranfgreflion. And no marvel : for Satan 
bimfelf is transformed into an angel of light {m)^ 
A motive which impels to tampering with a 
commandment of God is always a proper 
obje^ of fufpicion. It may be only erro-y 
pcous : but very commonly it is fmful. 

(0] 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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It isi in a feeming transformation, as it 
were, of Satan into an angel of light y that the 
;attra£lion of the principle now combated 
refides- The evil no longer appears eviL 
It has changed its fhape, its hue, oftenfibly 
its very natui^. It has afliimed the form of 
piety towards God, of benevolence towards 
man. Then the deviation from the fcrip^ 
tural precepts js intended to be but fmaU ; 
or, at any rate, it will be inconfiderable in 
comparifon with the benefit propofed. Thus 
departures frpm truth, which, it is faid, will 
not only produce no mifchief, but will fpare 
the party ititerefted fome difquiet, are not 
fcrupled. To win the favour of an indi- 
vidual by the afliduities of flattery, by hu- 
jnouring hjis unjuflifiable prepofTeffions, by 
conniving at fome finful habit in which he 
indulges, all being done for fome good pur- 
pofe ixi referve, is deemed allowable. Is a 
fubfcriptioji to be cxtrafted from him? He 
is complimented againJft confciencc on his 
jinown generofity, Or the importance or 
the diftrefs pf the cafe is magnified. Or the 
anticipated liberality of others is rated be- 
yond probability, Is he to be roufed to 
fome public exertion ? His influence is co- 
loured to him too highly. He is aflfured 
(}iat all m^n are looking to him : tj^at if he 
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iliews himfelf in earneft, fuccefs is certain. 
Some perfons again fall into habits of acqui- 
cfcence in immoral proceedings, or of parti- 
cipation to a certain degree in worldly vices, 
for the alleged purpofe of ingratiating them- 
felves with the neighbourhood, and obtain-^ 
ing intereft which may be employed to carry 
fome beneficial meafure into efFeft. Others 
enter into fafhionable diffipation, profefling 
that it fhall be but little, their conviv5l:ions 
at the fame time remonftrating againft that 
little, on the plea of introducing their chil- 
dren to fome knowledge of the world, or of 
placing them in the way of forming advan- 
tageous connexions. It is perhaps among 
fyftematic partizans in political life that the 
principle of doing evil that good may come 
is the moft frequently feen without difguife. 
The prevalence of the party efpoufed is pro- 
nounced effential to the welfare of the 
country. Every proceeding therefore, it is 
inferred, is to be condufted with a view to 
the fupport of that party. Meafurcs in 
therafelves unobje6lionable, if brought for- 
ward by the adverfe party, are to be difcoun- 
tenanced, left their fuccefs fhould elevate the 
introducers of them in public eftimation. 
The more creditable they promife to be, the 
more najrowly are they to be watched in all 
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points, the more cloiely are they to be at- 
tacked in every affailable point ^ as in pro- 
poition to the real or imagined utility the 
authors of them would become the more 
firmly eftablifhed in power. If a propofi- 
tion brought forward on behalf of the party 
to which an individual has attached himfelf 
be revolting to his judgement: ftill he is 
infoimed that he is bound to uphold it. 
Not the particular meafure, but the general 
intereft of the party, is primarily to be re- 
garded. ' Would he promote the defeat and 
the difgrace of his friends ? Would he 
ftrengthen the hands of their lenemies, the 
enemies of his country ? Delinquents of his 
own party he muft "defend to the farthefl: 
verge of poflibility: thofe of the other he 
muft hunt down to the laft gafp. . Such, in 
the language of determined partifans, is the 
line of condu6l which approves itfelf to fhc 
enlightened political confcience. To fcruple 
that line is narrownefs of mind, vis bigotiy, 
is ignorance of life. How different are the 
principles of party from thofe of fcriptural 
wifdom, equity,' and juftice ! How different 
its proceedings from thofe of an Ifraelite in-^, 
deedy in 'who'm there is no guile ! 

The progrefs of evil is always down z 
4?clivity, In few of the paths of tranlgrcf* 

fion 
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ficMi is the declivity more ftecp or riiorc flip^ 
pcry, than in the track of doing evil that 
good may come. In this track the devia-* 
tions, whether refpefting the concerns of 
private or of public life, from the line of 
fcriptural rcftitude, will take place, not, as 
in other paths, againft principle, but upon 
principle: not againft the reclamations of 
confcience, but with the fanftion of a milC- 
guided confcience. The ftep is not ha- 
zarded with alarm, but advanced with con- 
fidence and complacency. 

Neither are we to forget, in eftimating the 
pernicious efFe6ls of the principle before us, 
that it will on many occafions delude a 
mind, over which a temptation to evident 
fin would not then have prevailed. Evil in 
its native ftiape would have been abhorred : 
under the femblance of good it is che- 
rifhed. 

In the way of counterpoife to the attrac- 
tions, which evil thus decked with borrowed 
ornaments poffefles, let it be obferved, that 
the amount of the temporary advantages to 
be obtained by acting wrong for the purpofc 
of producing good falls very far fhort of that 
which expeftation anticipated. In its ulti- 
tnate confequences, this praftice, in common 
with every other pradi$e jit variance with the 
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declared will of God, is, o^ the whole, de- 
cidedly and deeply hoftile to human happi- 
nefs. In its immediate objefts. In the par- 
ticular ends which it feeks to attain at th6 
moment, it is continually failing, entirely or 
partially. The fa6l is, that when once a 
perfon is underftood as having adopted the 
principle, he is fufpefted in individual cafes 
of afting upon it. He commits the evil, 
but does not attain the good. If he depart 
from veracity with the view of concealing 
unwelcome truth ^ he is not credited impli- 
citly, perhaps is not credited at all. If he 
acquiefce or concur in wrong proceedings, 
in order to ingratiate himfelf with men, 
whofe favour he defigns to turn to the fur- 
therance of fome ufeful purpofe ; the difap- 
probation which many will feel refpe6ling 
the means employed by him will impair his 
general influence, and thwart his fuccefs^ 
If he be exerting himfelf with vehemence as 
a politician ^ his praife and his cenfure wUl 
lofe much of their fprce even on the ftage 
pf party, and more iji the opinion of the 
public. 

As remedies dire£Wy oppofed to the ma- 
lady, there are two rules, which appear fpe- 
cially deferving of attention. 

Firft : let it be ren^embered, that the ef- 

fence 
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fence of fin confifts not in the injury \o 
man, but in the difobedience to God; Sin 
is the tranfgrejjion of the L(nv{n). The Law 
undoubtedly proclaims, Ihou Jloalt love thy 
neighbour as thy f elf : and He who loves God 
muji love his brother alfo [0). But let no man 
imagine that he is at liberty to indulge his 
love for himfelf, or to manifeft love to his 
neighbour, by tranfgrejjion of the Law. As 
there are fo many offbices, the vifible and 
immediate effefts of which are injurious to 
man ; and as human laws, watching over 
the peace and welfare of fociety, proportion 
piinifhment according to the mcafurc of 
outward injury produced by the offence: 
men are apt haftily to confider fin as confifl- 
ihg chiefly in that injury ; and are thus the 
more eafily perfuaded that when a departure 
from a divine precept is adopted for the pur- 
pofe of relieving our neighbour from prefent 
trouble, or of fecuring an objeft which we 
deem likely to prove beneficial to him, it 
ceafes to be fmful. Scriptural views of the 
eflential nature of fin extricate us from thif 
delufion, and from its pra6lical tendencies to 
evil. 

Secondly : Have faith in God. Entruft 
to Him the confequences which are to enfue 

(/i) I John, ill. 4. (0) I John, iv. 21. 
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from the faithful obferyance of His com- 
mandments. Be aflured that He has fore- 
ktw all of them from eternity 3 that, fore- 
knowing all of them, He promulgated His 
laws. Be aflured that all His laws, with all 
their confequences, are the refult of Infinite 
Wifdom : that the beneficial tendency of all 
thofe laws, and of all their confequences to 
thofe who obey the laws, is afcertained by 
Infinite Power. Harbour not the prefump- 
tuous imagination, that there is any one of 
IJis laws, the pun6lual obfervance of which 
iu the fulnefs of its real extent can be in any 
cafe otherwife than conducive to good. Veia- 
ture not on the wild endeavour to produce 
good by refufing or curtailing obedience to 
any one of His injun6lions. ^ The foolijhnefs 
of God is wifer than men : and the weaknefsof, 
God is Jlronger thati fnen {p)! Have faith in 
God ; and you will follow Him through 
dark- path3 by the light of His word. 

A tree is known by its fruits. I clofe this 
inVeftigation of the principle, to do evil that 
good may come, by letting before you from 
the Scriptures an example of its influence : 
an example, which not only eftabliflies th^ 
intimate conne(3:ion fubfifl;ing between that 
principle and -the fyftem of general expe- 
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dkncy, but difplays the principle as deter* 
minii^ the perpetration of the mc^ tremen- 
dous fin ever committed upon earth. The 
Pharifees and the chief priefts, who had long 
been bent on the deftni6tion o£ oar Lord, 
but at a lofs» on account of the reverence 
inth which he was regarded l)y the people 
in vriiat manner to efieft it^ wa*e roufed by 
miration and alarm, on perceiving how 
{ready that reverence was fbengthen€d and 

by the miracle of railing Lazarus. 
gatbered a cwncil^ and f aid \ What do 
f Fmr tbis man doetb many miracles. Jff^we 
him ttms abm^ all men will believe in Inmt 
the Romans fiaU amey and take auwf bath 
place and nation {q). The critical mo^ 
ment fcemed to them to be arrived. The 
cmorgency appeared to call for the meditated 
blow. Yet how were they to ftrike it? 
How were they to ftrike it with fefety to 
thcmleh^ ? They all dreaded to provoke 
Ae multitude. Some of them, as there are 
grounds for concluding, had qualms of con- 
Icience as to advancing the entire length of 
putting to death an individual whofe un- 
Memiihcd life they could not impeach, whofe 
miracles they acknowledged. Irrefolution 
per%^ded the affembly. Then one of tbem^ 

(f ) John, »• 47, 48. 
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named Caiaphas^ being the • High Priejt that 
fame year^ faid unto them ; Te know nothing at 
all : nor, conjider that it is expedient for uSy 
that one man jhould die for the people y and that 
the whole nation perijh not{f). Becaiife, as 
High Prieft, he ftood at the head of the 
Jewifh commonwealth, it pleafed God fo to 
Overrule by His Holy Spirit the language in 
which this wretch expreffed his deteftable 
coiinfel, that his words, unconfcioufly to 
himfelf, involved a declaration of the mo- 
mentous truth, that the atoning death of 
Jefus was indifpenfable to the, falvation of 
mankind; a prophecy that Jefus Jhould die for 
that nation^ and not for that nation only, but 
that alfo he Jhould gather together in one the 
children of God that were fcattered abroad [s). 
But what was the counfel which Caiaphas 
intended to convey ? It was as though he 
had thus addreffedi his colleagues : " Ye 
*' blind and timid politicians ! How grofs 
is your ignorance ! How fhortfighted is 
your fear ! Do you helitate between the 
" alternative of deftroying this, man; or of 
" bringing upon yourfelves and your 
" country, by paffivenefs under his im- 
" pious and rebellious pretenlions, the ex- 
" terminating armies of Rome ? Does 

(r) John, XI. 49, 5Q. (/) John, xi. 51, 52. 
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** expediency admit a moment's doubt ? 
•* What if there be danger from the people ? 
•* It muft be hazaided to efcapo greater 
" danger. What if the man be undeferving 
*' of death ? He muft die, that we may not 
" all be deftroyed : we muft do evil that 
•* good may come." What was the efFeft of 
this reaforiing ? Then from that day forth they 
took counfel together to put him to death (t). 
Behold die maturity of the principle ! Be- 
ware left you cherifli it in the bud ! 

(/) John, xi. 53. 
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SERMOiSr XX. 

On the Superiority of Moral Conduce 
required in Christians. 



Matth. v. 47. 
IFhat do Te mor^ than others ? 

n^HERE is no tnith which in the word of 
God is more plainly declared under va- 
rious forms than this : that Jefus Chrift 
gave hi mf elf for Us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good wbrks {a)^ 
Chriftians are to be, like their mafler, fepa - 
rate fromfinners {b\. They are to Jlnne as 
lights in, thd world {c). They are not to be 
Conformed to the wofid {d) : but to be cruciftd 

{a) Tit. ii. 14. (3) 2 Cor. vi. 17. Hcbr. vii. 26. 

(r) Philipp. i\. 15. {d) Rom. xiu 2. 
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to the world [e) : to crucify the jleJJo with its 
affections andlujls (f): to make manifeft their 
conviftion that the friendjhip of the world is 
enmity with God ; that if any man love the 
worlds the love of the Father is not in him ; 
that whojoeverwill be the friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God [g). That thefe things are 
written in the Scriptures no man undertakes 
to deny. But it is one thing to acknowledge 
the exiftence of a fcriptural precept ; another^ 
to obey it. The deceitfiilnefs of fm is fcarce- 
ly ever exerted with greater aftivity and ar- 
tifice than in attempts to evade the force of 
unwelcome truth. That which can be con- 
troverted is controverted. That which cannot 
be difputed is turned afide. Specious objec- 
tions are raifed againft the true interpretation 
of the paffage. Or plaufible diftinftions are 
fet up to (hew that the paffage, whatever be 
tlie interpretation of it, does not relate to us. 
Thus when men indifpofed to genuine reli- 
gion hear the fblemn declaration of our Lord, 
that, except a man be born, again of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God y when they hear the Holy Ghoft af- 
firming by the lips of the apoftle, that we 
mull put on the new man, that we muft be 

(f) Gal. VI. 14. (/) Gal. v. 24, 

(^) Jamea^ iv. 4. i Johwi "• 15* 
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new creatures^ created in Chriji Jefus after His 
image {h) ; they immediately labour to free 
themfel ves from the plain meaning of a do6lrine 
fo odious to the natural pride of our hearts. 
Sometimes they affiim that the transforma- 
tion required is only a moral amendment of 
certain parts of our conduft, a relinquifh- 
ment of fbme grofs fins to which we may have 
been fubjeft. When prefled with the force 
and the comprehenfivenefs of the expreffion^i 
when conftrained to admit that, if language 
like this is to be frittered down to fignify any 
thin^ fhort of a total change, of a completely 
new heart, there is no meaning in words : 
then they contend that fuch a change may 
perhaps be required in an atheift, in a mur- 
derer, or in fome Other enormous offender ; 
but neither is nor can have been neceflaiy in 
fuch decent chara6ters as themfel ves. Some- 
times they take a ftiorter courfe ; arid main- 
tain that the paflage pronouncing that, un- 
lefs a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God, and all other paffages of the 
iame kind, have no relation whatever to 
chriftian countries in modern times. " To 
'' the Jews," they exclaim, " and to the hea- 
" then all things were to become new. 
" They were to abandon their former opi- 

(A) Johflj iii. 5. Ephcf. iv. ti% 24. Col. lii. lo* % Cor. v. 17. 
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" nions, their former practices, their foiiner 
" ordinances, their former grounds pf de- 
"^ pendence. They were to receive new ob- 
^^ jefts df worfhip, new do6liines, new laws, 
*^ a new name, new modes of life and cqn- 
*' du6l. Of thefe men it might well be 
^' faid that they muft be born again, created 
" afrefh. But in a man' who has been 
*^ brought up from his childhood in the 
" knowledge of Chriftianity, no change of 
" this nature can take place. To us therefore 
'^ the expreflions in queftion are of no mo- 
" ment, have no reference.'*' Such is that 
ivifdom of this worlds which is foolifhnefs with 
God ! ^rofejjing to become wife^ we become 
fools (/). Look to the reafon which our Sa- 
viour adds, when he has declared that, ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the 
fpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God ; That which is born of the flefh is 
flcjh [k): that which is derived from a corj 
rupt rtock is itfelf corrupt : that which de- 
fcends from fallen ,Adam, inherits his de- 
praved nature. Prove yourfelf not to be 
dcfcended from x^idam : and then, arid then 
only, will it be poflible that you may enter 
into Heaven, without being bom again of 
the Spirit. 

(/) I Cor. iii. 19^ Rom. L 32. {U) ictlm/m. 6, 
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When the minifters of the gofytl proclaim, 
according to the charge laid upon them, that 
the fei-vants of the Lord Jefus are to be fepa- 
rate imd diftinguifhed from the world ; the 
folly of the unhumbled heart is equally ready 
with its obje<5lions, " The world/' it cries, 
" from which*men were ordered to come 
out, to which they were not to be con-: 
fonned, to which /they were to be cruci- 
fied, was the Jewifh and Heathen worW.- 
" Of that world what were the charadteriftic 
features? Pride, fenfiiality, injuftice, fraud, 
felfilhnefs, envy, malice, idolatry, and 
the'ieft of the family of fin. -That fucH 
a world was to be abjured, is no wonder^ 
But the world of the prefent day, the 
world with which we have :to do, is a 
" Chriftian world. The ftate of things is in 
" a great meafure changed : and a co'rref- 
" ponding change is of courfe made in our 
'' obligations.*' Look then to the reaforf 
fubjoined by St. John to fhew why the lov# 
of the world is irreconcilable with the love of 
God : For all that is in the nvorld^ the luft ef 
theflejJ:^ and the luji of the eyes^ and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father {I). Is not this ^ 
reafon which will apply equally to every mart 
to the end of time ? But the conccflions con* 

(/) I John, li. 16. 
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tained in the very obje£tion which is. com- 
bated are fufRcient. Let it have been once 
acknowledged that pride, and fenfuality, and 
injuftice, and fraud, and felfiflinefs, and envy, 
aild malice, and the reft of the family of fm 
muft be abjured : and there will no longer 
remain a queftion whether the world of the 
prefent day muft be renounced. 
..;, Concluding then that the applicability to 
tvitry man of the queftion addrefled by our 
Saviour to his immediate followers, fFbat do 
ye .more than others^ will now be recognifed : 
Ive n\ay proceed to deduce from it, under 
His bleifing, fome of the inftruftion which 
it conveys. 

Let us, in the firft place, confider the 
queftion as propofed to perfons, who profef- 
fmg themfelves to be Chriftians, ai-e living 
in flagrant fm. What do ye more than others ? 
What do ye more than the Jews or the Hea- 
then did ? Did they live pra6lically without 
God in the nvorld? So do you. Were they 
funk in fenfuality f So are you. Were they 
full of evil tempers and pafTions ? So are you. 
Did they furrender their hearts to this world ? 
So do you. Did they fet Jefus Chrift at 
nought ? So do you. Did they crucify 
Him ? You crucify to yourf elves the Son. of God 

afrejh. 
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cfrefif^ and put Him to open jhame (/t?). Did 
rfiey refift the Holy Spirit ? Even fo alfo ye 
hanje done- defpite to the Spirit j^ grace (»)• 
Behold how ftrong the rcfemblange is be^ 
tween you, and the Jews and Heathen of 
old, who, loving their fins,' 'K^^i?/^ net ^otm 
unto Chriji that 'they might have life^ Becauft 
they* perfifted^ in loving their iins, and in r6J> 
fufing to come unta Chrift for pardcm and 
fan6tificatioii, and life eternal : the wrath x& 
God aibode upon thena, vtageanceand condemn 
liatipn are come upofi them to the uttermofh 
If this was theit doom, what fhall beyoilrs J 
But perhaps you are faying withm yourfelves j 
We cannot indeed deny, that we are guilty 
of many of the offences, which are alio laid 
to the charge of the Jews and the Hea- 
then. But from fome of their iniquities 
we are entirely free; And when we fall 
" into fins of the fame clals with thofe which 
they committed, we do not by any means 
tranfgrefs Xq fo great an extent as they- 
tranfgreffed. We are confident alfo that w» 
frequently perfonn various good Aftions, 
which they performed feldom, if at alL**. 
*' Now if he wha hateth his brother is a 
murderer \ if he who indulgeth an unchafte 

r 

(m) Hebr. vi. 6. (n) Hcbr. x. 29. 
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eye is an adulterer ; if the glutton, if the 

covetous man, if he who worfhips any 

worldly objeft whatever, is an idolater j if, 

in ftiort, the law of God be viewed in the 

comprehenfive and fpiritual meaning accord-. 

ing to which the fermon of our Lord on the 

mount, and other portions of Scripture, teach 

OS that the commands are to be interpreted 

imd that we (hall be judged ; you, whoever 

you may be, who are living in habitual fin, 

will not eafily, I feai*, prove yourfelves free 

fixHn any of the wickednefTes which ruined 

the finners of ancient days. Nor would yoii 

find upon a fair enquiry fo clear an advantage 

on your fide as you expeft with regard to 

the Icfs extent to which you proceed in 

particular fins, when you compare yourfelves 

with tranfgrefTors of old time, or with regard 

to your fuperiority in good deeds. But not 

to infift, largely and unanfwerably as it 

might be done, on this argument ; refleft how 

much brighter is the light, how much greater 

are the benefits, how much more urgent are 

the motives, in the face of which you tranf- 

grefs, than the light, the benefits, and the 

motives, againft which either the Heathen 

or the Jews were hardened. You have not 

been brought up in the worfhip of wood and 

ftone. You have not been trained in a de^ 
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pendence on burthenfome cereijionics and 
/hadowy facrifices ; nor taught to imagine 
from your cradle that yourfekes pnly are the 
people of God. You are not cncompaffei 
with the terrors of fcourging, and bonds, andi 
death for confcience* fake. You have had the 
golpel open to you from your childhood. 
You have never been tempted to look to aiiy 
other religion for falvation. You live in an 
age and a country in which Chriftianity is 
refpefled ; in which a zealous profeffion of 
chriftian doftrine, and a faithful confor- 
mity to Chriftian precepts, can bring vipon 
you in any common cafe few troubles be- 
yond that idle ridicule and contempt from 
worldly men, to which it is a mockery to 
transfer the name of perfccution. If the fin- 
ful Jews and Heathen were condemned ; what/ 
is the doom in referve for you ? 

In the next place ; a large clafs among man- 
kind confifts of perfons of decent life and re- 
putable charafter, but of minds devoted to 
the world. To fuch perfons let me addrefi 
the queftion in the text. What do ye more than 
others ? What do ye more than open finners? 
Some fuperiority it is , admitted that you 
have. But what is the amount ? Yon abftain 
from fcandalous vices. Your lives arc, witft^ 
in wider or narrower limits, moral. Your 

conver- 
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converfation is decorous ; your deportment 
orderly. You do not encourage others in 
flagrant fin. You attend frequently, per- 
haps regularly, the ordinances of religion. 
But are you in any confiderable degree more 
^iritually -minded than thofe who are openly 
vicious. Is not your forbearance from par- 
ticular fins principally to be afcribed to theii* 
being difcreditable j or to their being perni- 
cious to your health ; or to their producing 
cxpences which you cannot conveniently 
afford \ or to their not being fuch as you 
have any ftrong inclination to commit ? Is not 
your heart in reality as mudi fet as that oC 
the open fmner upon worldly objefts, though 
on objefts of a different kind from his > Or 
ai^e not you perhaps as much the flave of 
falhion, as the drunkard is of wine ? Or are 
not you almoft as earnefl to gain confe- 
quence, as the thief is to rob ? Or are not 
yQU nearly as watchful to heap up riches, as 
die cheat is to defraud ? Or are not you as 
ready to indulge pride, as the falfe witnefs is 
to forfweai; himfelf ? In the heart of the 
open fipner the love of God clearly does not 
reign. Where is the evidence that it reigns 
in yq\>r heart ? The open finner lives not 
tp Chrifl, but, to himfelf. Where is the 
^proof that yojU are living unto Chrift ? 

Let 
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Let the words of our Saviour be now pro- 
pofed to perfbns who are really religious. 
TPhat do ye more than others ? What do ye 
more thaiv the decent people of the world f 
More, abundantly more, be it gladly acknow* 
iedged. But is the difference nearly what it 
ought to be ? You are lefs folicitous, f©r ex- 
ample, than the moft refpeftable clafs o( 
worldly-minded men to accumulate wealth. 
But is the diftinftion between you and them 
in this particular by any means proportioned 
to the difference between your refpeftivc 
principles ? Is your unconcern as to riches 
manifeftly fuch as becomes a man who 
profelfes it to be his duty not to lay up trea^ 
fures upon earthy but in heaven 5 to labour not 
for the meat that perijheth^ but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlajiing life f You are 
lefs anxious than men of the world for eafe, 
and for praife, and for pre-eminence. But is 
your conduft as to thefe points as much fupe- 
rior to theirs as your principles are to their prin- 
ciples ? Is it fuch as becomes men who profefs 
not to mind earthly things, whole declared rule 
it is to fet their affe£fions on things above ^ not ori 
things of the earth? In the management of your 
family, in the education and the fettlement of 
your children, is there evidently that high re- 
gard to religion and the concerns of eternity, 

that 
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that abftincnce from the appearance of evilj 
that oppofition to wicked or foolifh.fafliions, 
tiiat freedom from felfiftmefs and ambition, 
which become the avowed fervants of Jefus 
Chrill ; wliich become thofe. who are com- 
manded to let their moderation be known unto 
all meff^ becaufe the Lord is at hand ? Is your 
benevolence fuch as to ihew that you are fol- 
lowers of a Mafter, who has declared that 
it is more blejfed to give than to receive j who 
lias conunanded you to love your neighbour as 
yourfelf'j who has pronounced love from one 
to another to be among the diftinguilhing 
marks, by which all men are to know that 
you are his difciples ? Are the tempers of 
mind which you manifeft in your own houfe- 
holds, in your tranfadtions with others, in 
your general demeanor, fuch as befit the dif- 
ciples of Him who. was meek and lowly in 
hearty who laid down His life for His ene- 
mies ? My brethren ! I fear that, in feveral 
of the particulars which have been mentioned, 
perfons who are fmcere in their religious 
profeflion frequently are not a little^defeftive* 
I fear that frequently they are fo defective, as by 
no means to do more than others. I fear that 
it is not very unconunon for the children of 
this world a6ling upon their low and erro- 
neous priljciples, upon the principle of^honour^ 

or 
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or fomc kindred rule equally referring to the 
opinion of man inftead of the will of God, 
or from motives of worldly intereft, or from 
the impulfe of mere good humour and in- 
ftinftive feeling, to put many religious peo- 
ple to ftiame : to difplay on fome occafions 
more chaftifed tempers, to exercife a ftrifter 
command over their inclinations, to fliew 
forth more abundant liberality more practical 
kindnefs, even through the influence of prid^ 
or of fclfifhnefs, or at the very bell of that na- 
tural afFeftion which the very brutes arc every, 
day ifttn to manifefl, than fervants of Jefus 
Chrift then evinced from love and gratitude 
to their Redeemer. If thefe things be in any 
refpeft fo : can it be faid of you, that you 
adorti the doStrine of God your Saviour in ail 
things ? When worldly men excel you, when 
they equal you, when they come near to yon, 
in thofe qualities which it is the office of re- 
ligion to nourifli, which it is the glory of 
religion to advance- to perfeftion : where is 
then the efFeft of faith ? Where are the fruita 
of the Spirit? Where ate the figns of 
grace ? Where is the evidence of a renewed 
heart ? 

We may learn from, the refleftions which 
have prefented themfdlves the folly of judg- 
ing of our. own ways;by th^ proceedings of 

, others. 
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Others. There is no mode of judging more 
general. " Why am I rebuked with fb much 
" feverity/* cries the open finner ? " I aft 
only as is the praftice of numbers; as 
is natural to ftiy age ; as is confiftent with 
my fituation. Nay, if it be neceffary, 1 
can point out many, perfons, and thofe in 
very fair eftimation, whofe charafter and 
" conduft will not bear a comparifon with 
" mine." — " My proceedings," fays the de- 
cent man of the world, " are irreproachable. 
Look at the moft refpeftable people in my 
line of life, or even above it. In what 
point am I difgraced by a comparifon with 
" them ? I may indeed have my failings : 
^ but fo have all men. My faults are as 
** few, and my virtues at leaft as many, as 
" thofe of the moft honourable men. With 
« this refleftion furely I may be fatisfied/* 
— The fecret language even of religious men 
not unfrcquently breathes the fame fpirit. — 
I am as ftrift in all things as other men 
who are allowed to be fmcerely pious* In 
my habits of life, in rpy apparel, and 
other perfonal expences, in the whole 
courfe of ray domeftic arrangements y I de- 
fire only to do as pi^opriety requires. Do 
*' pot I aft conformably to Chriftian mode- 
" ration ? Affuredly I do not go beyond 
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the exat&i^ of si j rditgioos neighbours^ i 
v?*ikofe iftcc«fteS af e mfeflor to ifiine. Why^ 
" i* it thotight that in fuch a tranf** 
^^^ aiftton-, I ftiewed unwarrafttabte iblicitu<l8i 
" for my inter^, ^and that of niy faftaily ?- 
" I know that uiide^ fimilar ckxiMaifeances 
fevwal of ifty . Chriftian? friends have Mt 
greaiter anxkty. When I lately was triaf- 
ed injuiioufly, did not I beaf the treat- 
ment with commendable pati^icJe ? I faw a 
pious^ man of acknowledged calmnefs ex- 
perience a left J)rovocation, and he evi- 
dently was much more irritated/' My 
brethren! whenever we perceive ourfelvei 
very eameft to feek in the conduft of others a 
juftification of our own 5 let us fufpe6V ouir- 
felves of being defirous to difeover an excufe^ 
for fome unchliftian ccMfvfortf^ity to the world- 
The fufpidon may Aot always be well found- 
ed : but '^ere is^ always- a probability of it* 
truth fufikient to require that we Ihould ej^ 
Maine our hearts. This izdt at leaft is ceiF- 
«ain: t^at h you judge yourfelf by human- 
pfa£Hce; in- ybur foJly and diibbedience yo^ 
haz^d your fouL You forfake the rulCi 
wfiiiak Godt has appointed tb- be your guiife: 
artd yma defj>ife His eofhftiandiftcrtt, v^'hich 
enjoitis you ta walk: by that rate atone. 
We leara farthar, the impcwt^nce of watch- 
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ing over the motives of our whok condiif):, 
even of tbofe branches of it which appear to 
us the faireft. We perc?ive what felf-coip- 
mand, what pajtience, what exertion, what 
facrifices of time, what liberality as to money, 
what a variety of other apparently good qua^ 
lities and aftions, are manifefted by men of 
the world from worldly motives. Let us be- 
ware left the qualities and a6lions on account 
of which we judge favorably of ourielves 
fhould fpring from no higher principles. 
What do ye more than others ? If ye lave them 
nvhich love you, what reward have ye ? Do not 
even the publicans the fame ? If ye do good to 
them which do good to you j what thank have ye ? 
Forjinners alfo do even the fame {o). Not only 
the decent men of the world, but even flagrant 
iinners, men who have not God in all their 
thoughts, are capable of attaining pn earthly 
motives many proper difpofitions and much 
external reftitude of condu6t. But it is be- 
caufe they have not God in all their thoughts, 
becaufe it is not for the fake of God, for the 
fake of plcafing Him, for the fake of obey- 
' ing Him, for the; fake of giving proof of 
their love to Him, that they do things right 
in themfelves, but from fome other motive; 
it is for this very reafon that they are not ac- 

(o) Matthy T. 45* Loke. ti. 33. 
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cepted of God. The deed which is not per- 
formed for His fake is no offering of fervice 
to Him. However right it may be in its out-* * 
ward charafter ; yet, becaufe it is no token 
of love to Him, it will obtain from Him 
neither reward nor acceptance. 

Some, perhaps, may be difpofed to afk ; " Kw> 
muchxttxx^ we do more than others ?" Hear, in ' 
words fubjpined to the text, the reply of your- 
Saviour : Be ye perfeB^ even as ymr Father^ 
which is in Heaven isperfeSt. So foon as you' 
difcem an inclination to be linfiil, rq>reft if,' 
So foofi as you difcover a praftice to bft- 
unchriftian, abandon it. If you- know thal^ 
you have omitted a duty, perform it. If 
• hitherto you have difcharged it imperfectly, 
henceforth difcharge it thoroughly. As He 
who hath called you is holy ^ fo be ye holy in all 
manner oj converfation : becaufe it is written^ 
Be ye holy^ for I am holy {p). Count not your- 
felf under any circurailances already to have- 
attained^ neither to bi already perfeSl. But 
this one thing do : forgetting tbofe things which 
are behind y and reaching forth unto thofe things 
which are hefore, prefs towards the mark for the ' 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrifi Jefiis. 
Jfay let as many as he perfiB^ as many as in 
fingloAefs of heart are labouring to advance 

(/^} i Bet. L 15, iC, . 
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ii0fti;«r- iipd' Helm to 'th»i |^srfel8b^ ;p^ 
t^ek Loi4 ^ eve» t^ey wib^' ha^elmadfr 
the {pnitqft J f>r<)^ei^ m i^ Arjfifeari 

m^iei ( jf )• Let thQ»^l>e afh^med fbir tlum 
gnevous defiofaencies s ; let tl^emi unceafiiigly: 
ifaive to abound in: '^. finite hi tiie Sp&ib\ 
Ltf-thcm]g}ve to th^gi^dLce of <9od thepraiie 
0^ aU: f«A^a!(i«^ A&^jfoit^ airmdfff attmmA': 
aptjUM^tualei ^lemi^lyes jn ithenflarengtiL *^of 
divine gia^e a)piie to iJSiali^.iyi tiefime rub; vto 

t^iralr ia»MK^^f mi^y pik^ stf^spowiediil 
ipdEbeip^t to jEXcrtioitv ' '• ^' ■ ,.'r:vi>; 

eameft upan the!£d^>^ 
«nte/ i&^ dQ€$ more ikan otbcrsy thr enquiry, 
whatever be its refult, ought to quicken his 
folicitude that his example maj be inftru- 
miufital to their faWation. There are three 
fucccflive fteps, by which a truly ChrifKan 
life contributes, under the grace of God, ta 
lead irreligious men wl» are witnei&s of it 
into Ae paths of ihit gofpel. 

In. the firft place, the cpnfiftcnt fervairt of 
Chrift lives down the prgudiccs> which the 
unrighteous terbour againfl: him, and the 
(tenders which the^. fpi^ead: to^ hifit di&dvani- 

.1 tage. 
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tage. An evil world cannot love tiiofe, whd 
openly and radically difFtex from it in prin- 
ciples and in coriduft. Tlieir motives it re- 
gards as abfurdity > their condu6t it feels as a. 
reproach. If ye were, of the worldy faid our 
Lord to his difciples, the world would love its 
own : but becmife ye are not of the worlds there^ 
fore the world hateth you. This hatred was 
manifefted without delay and without mear 
fure. Not only was the fword of perfecu- 
tion unftieathed againft the early Chriftians 
in all parts of the knowti world, biit enmity 
und^r every fliape conftantly purfued them. 
They were held up to genei-all contempt and 
abhorrence. They were reprefented a^ fools, 
madmen, hypocrites, fanatics, atheifts. The 
moft deteftable crimes were laid to their 
charge. Even the public calartiities of warsj 
famifte, eartliquakes, and peftilences, werfci 
(lflfe"med by the hea[then 'to be judgements 
brought down by the impieties of the Chril^ 
tians. The holy followers t>f the Lord Jefus 
were viewed with fuch prejudice and anti- 
pathy, that every accufalifon againft tlicm, 
however improbable, was eagei'ly circulated, 
and believed. Under iSiefe oircumftanccs 
what was St. Peter's mjuhflion ? Have your 
converfation ^your whoie behaviour) honejl^ 
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.evidently and uniformly virtuous, imqng the 
Gentiles. With well doing put to Jilence the 
ignorance of foolijh men. Have a good con^ 
fcience^ that^ whereas tbeyjpeak evil ofymas 
evil doers y they may be ajhamed v>bofalfefy ac- 
cufe your good converfation in CbHfi{r). My 
b^i'cthren ; he wiho in the prefent day wiU 
follow the Lord Jefus Chrift faithfully and 
fully, cannot but be an obje£t of diiUke to 
worldly-minded men, whether unbelievers or 
profefled Chriftians. The true Chiifiian 
jpovr/ like the true Chriftian of^plc}^ is: not 
of the world: therefore the w6rki wipl hate 
him, as it hated his predecefTors. Though 
^ong ourfelves through the mercy of pod . 
to his church, its enemies are retrained from 
idolence not only by the bands of law, but by 
the difFufion of a tolerant fpirit : they will 
(hew their averfioh by fuch means as are con- 
liflent with the temper of the times. They 
will pour ridicule upon tlie true Chriftian. 
They will load him with opprobrious names. 
They will mifreprefent his principles and his 
proceedings. Tl\ey will liften greedily to ca- 
lumnies againft him, and diligently fpread them 
far and wide. How then is he to condud 
Jmnfelf ? As St, Peter and the other apoiUes di« 

(r)i Pet. il I2-*I5. ifi.i6. 
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rcfted the Chriftians of early days to condu£i: 
themfelves. Let him meekly but fteadily 
hold his courfe, walking in the fpirit of 
Chrift. Let him exercife himfelf always to 
have a confcience void of offence towards 
God and towards men: and in all things 
to fhew himfelf a pattern of good works, and 
to adorn the doftrine of God his Saviour* 
Thus fhall they that are of the contrary part 
be afhamed, having no evil thihg to fay of 
hini. Accufations which have been proved 
falfe will ceafe to be repeated. New flanders 
will meet with little encouragement or credit- 
A life of confiftent holinefs will be acknow-* 
ledged to be no fit fubjeft for derifion, Pr^ 
judice will give way on all fides ; and 
will gradually be fucceeded by refpect and 
efleem. 

Such will be the firfl tStSt produced on 
numbers of thofe, who behold the good 
works ©f the perfevering Chriftian, In many, 
an additional efFeft will fpeedily follow. 
The good works which they behold they will 
be induced in a greater or a lefs degree to ins- 
tate. Good works ar^ of fuch evident and 
fubflantial benefit both to the individuals to* 
wards whom they are performed, and tp fo- 
<iety at large j and all the virtues of a Chrift 
tian life, when exraipUfied by a fincere and 
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diicreet. fbliovrer of the Lor4 J^u$, are in 
themicives (b amiable and attra6tive ; that if 
they arc unavoidably obferved for a length of 
time, an inclination to copy ibme at leaft of 
than can fcarcely fail to arife. Hence it h^ 
pais that among perfons who are far from 
embracing, far perhaps. from difceming, the 
peculiar do6brines of the gofpel, a iignal 
improvement in morals is frequwitly the con- 
fequence of witneffing th? excellent Uves of 
men of religion. Greater ftri€hi6fs in point 
of integrity, take? place : greater warmth of 
benevolcnte is cultivated : grofs vice^ art 
abandoned : and the whole chara6^er afiumes 
a more decent aad commendable form. To 
have relinquifhed habits which Chriftianity 
forbids, and to have adopted pi^ftiees which 
fhc requires ; thefe are alterations which, even 
when they are the refult of very imperfeft 
motives, fmooth the way to a genuine change 
pf heart. 

The final effect by which the good worka 
of the real Chriflian, continually beheld, 
often complete and crown the happy confe- 
quences already defcribed, is that of opening 
the underflandings and winning the hearts 
C)f men to thofe principles fVom which the' 
good Works proceed. The beauty and the ex- 
celienpe of the fruit deeifively recommend tiic 
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tree on which k grows. No IfifiTgcr vltw^- 
ing the fervant of Chrift with prejudice and 
sv^rfion, but looking up toTiim with r€ffpe£l 
and attachment; no longer mifireprtferftittg. 
his virfuous 'deeds, but accuiiomed to copy, 
his exampk; his fonner oppofers 41^ con^ 
vinced that the religion, which is the pa- 
rent of uniform and ftedfaft holinefs muft be 
from God : that the faith which thus ivorketh 
by love muft be the genuine faith of Chrift : 
that the path of the juft which, as a Jhining 
lights JJnneth thus more and more unto the per-- 
feSl day^ muft be the path of falvation. The 
Gofpel, which his life has contributed to 
illuftrate they examine with impartiality, 
with humility, with devotion. To the doc- 
trines of truth, which have condufled him to 
all his attainments, they yield a willing af^ 
fent. They confefs their own corruption, 
their owa-helpleflhefs. They come unto Chriji 
for life. From him they feelc pardon and 
juftification : from him they feek the renew- 
ing grace of his Holy Spirit. They live unto 
Chrift who died for them. By faith, by obe- 
dience, by acting, by fuffering, they glorify 
God throughout all the viciflitudes of their 
earthly day of vifitation. And to the praife 
of His glory fhall be their falvation at laft, 

when 
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wben they meet their Redeemer on his throne 
c^ Judgement. 

Let your light, my brethrcji, fo fhine be- 
Hfore men that they may fee your good works j 
and, by fedng them, may be perfuaded to 
glorify your Father who is in heaven* 
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NOTE A. 

** ' to leffen the growing and tpo juft ra* 
*^ proach, that in many of our cities, and in the - 
** crowded parts of the country, our Ecclefiaftical 
** Eflabliihment no longer furnifhes adequate fpace 
** within its confecrated walls, that the gofpel may 
*' be preached to the poor/' p. 293. 

The fad noticed in the preceding lines is one of 
great and encreafing importance. Some obferva^ 
tions relating to it, which could not have been fub- 
joined with propriety to the paflage, have been 
referved that they may be offered apart to the 
;readerp ' ^ 

The very deficient and limited extent of the ac- 
commodation attainable by the lower claffes of the 
commimity in many of our churches, is to be af» 
cribed chiefly ^to two circumftances. 

The firft circumflance is, the encreafe of popula**- 
don. Our parochial churches were erefted when 
the number of inhabitants of England was fmall in 
^mparifon with its prefent amount. And no ge* 
neral proviiion has been made from time to time 
by the legiflature to enfure, or effeftually to pro- 
mote^ the eredion pf additional churches and cha* 
pels .as the ftate of population ihould be found pre 
greffively to require. Hence in moft of our large 
towns, and in many diftrids of the country where 
neither the introdudion of manufadories, nor the 
opening of mines, nor any other fpecial caufe, hai 
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accnmulated inhabitants ; the churches are rendered 
by the ordinary progrefs of population incapable 
of receiving the proportion of worfhippers, which 
on an average might reafonably be expe&ed to.at* 
tend. And where a fpecial caufe has drawn together 
ah influx of refidents from a diftance ; the ev3 Is 
aggravated to a degree, which to perfons, whofe 
confiderataon has not been attrafted to the fubjeft^ 
would appear, in many cafes, bardy credible. 

The other circumftance is the diftribution ^f 
churches into pews. This cuftom, of compamtively 
modem prevalence, goes at once in its -very nature 
to the exclufion of the poor. A pew immediately 
becomes an objefl of property ; fubjeft, it may be, 
to fome reftridtions as to difpofal, bat an appn>- 
prijited poffeffion. Pews therefore gradually fall 
into the hands of perfons raifed, more or lefe, above 
the indigent. In towns, and in crowded parts of 
the country^ they often are aimoft wholly occupied 
by the higher and middle claffcs, and are fought 
with eager competition. The poor man is Ibut out 
of the Church by his poverty. Yet perhaps in a 
church thus circumftanced, while both opulent men 
and poor men are complaining that fittings are tiot 
to beobtained, there is regularly feen, during the pub- 
lic fervice, much room unoccupied. In fome pews, 
no member of the family is prefent. In others, one 
individual, or a fecond, appears ; while there is fpace 
for feveral more. Why, it may be feid, do not per- 
fons unprovided with fittings attend, as in fomeof the^ 
churches in Londoil, for the purpofe of being re* 
ceived at a later period of the fervice ixito the 
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vacanft places? Becaufe the man of die middle clafs is 
in doubt whether on that day he (hall find a vacancy to 
which be can luifveaccefk : and becaufe the poor man 
is. aiw^s.cfartaixk that he ihall not. It is not to towns 
only that we may look for examples of the efFeds^ 
produced by the fyftem of pews* I could point 
out a vtibge in my immediate neighbourhood, in 
which the churchy were it ftill in open feats, as it 
NMas within the memory of fome of its prefent in- 
habkants, would be amply fuffident for the accom* 
modation of the parifh. But though the vacancies 
in the pews are fuch, that, were they filled, the 
number -of perfons priefent would commonly be 
augmented,:; at teaft, one third ; the complaints 
add: the difficulties as to obtaining fittings are 
ccHidnuaL Where then are the poor in our 
large towns, where are the poor in the metropolis, 
to find room ? 

Shall it be? faid, ^^ There are often fome re-^ 
** mote feats left for the poor. At toy rate, the 
*' aiiles are open to them*** Undoubtedly we our- 
felves, like the objefl:s of St, James's rebuke^ may 
fay to the poor man, ^^ Stand thou tioere : orjii 
" here under my fwxtJiooL** Some of the poor npy 
occupy the obfcure comers left open, tf left open, 
for them* Some: <Jf them may ftand in the aiflesf r 
or majf poffiWy obtain there the privilege of a 
bench. But what are tfaefe petty hdps f Vfefot^ 
get that the poor fornt the bulk of our population, 
the maf» of fociety. We forget thaft it is on tBtr 
prindi^e that our eftabliihment,^ if it is efFedually 
to {ureach the gospel txx the poor,, m^ giN>und' 
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One of the conlequences oIMMily rd[idi^|^ ' 
firom the deficiency, whefierer itifiibfifll^ of 'lit*^ 
Gommodation^ in a parochial church for the fcibr^ 
i$ this : tlm they arereduced to the alternative of 
fiequenttng no place of worfliip or x3f uniting them* ' 
fdves with fome body of Methodifb or DMfentetfci 
Each branch of the altemative has bem' adapted 
idthin my own knowledge. That thofe wHo cmmM - 
obtain admittance into our places of worftifnihouki 
frequent the reli^us aflemblies ;jif' (brafrVjof oiir- 
brethren m Chriit who differ fram uiB»^oU|fit t9' 
be a-fubjeft of thankfidnefs to oarfdveai^JtSw VB^'' 
we juftified in driviog them fhmi (nvA' ^hiclr 
we regard as fimple^ and as taught undbr ver^' 
fiivorable modes, to truth blended with emdror 
' prefented under circumftances of difadi^tage ? \ 
. The evils which have been ftated are beyond die 
reach of private remedy. New churches, it is true, 
are occafionally built^ But, except imder circum* 
ftances which can rarely occur, they are com- 
monly built on fpeculation. The builder is to be 
repaid for the money expended by felling or letting 
the feats. Provifion is made for thofe who can pay 
for it : none for the Poor. I have been mformed that 
the prefent biihop of St. Afaph was aqcuftomed, 
when h^ had the charge of the diocefe of Chefter, 
to refufe to confecrate a new chapel, unlels a fpace 
were left vacant and free for the lower dafs. This 
condud was highly laudable : and more could not 
have been done. Yet but little can be confidered as; • 

gained 
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gained. Small * muft be the fpacArhich a bmlder 
would confent or could afford to relinquifh, ia 
comparifon with the proportion of poor among the 
new population. 

Nothing can reach the root of the malady but 
public and legiilative aid* If parliament ihall think 
fit to promote the erection of needful churches and 
chapels by pecuniary alfiftance and any other fit en- 
couragements^ under fuch provifions as in its 
wifdom it may require ; and under a general regu- 
lation that one half, or a larger proportion, of the 
Area, and alfo of the Galleries, fhall for ever re- 
main in free and open fittings : very important be- 
nefits mijght be &pe&ed. If no remedy be applied^ 
the evils muft inevitably continue to encreale. 
And it may reafonably be apprehended that in half 
a century, the principal part of the lower clafles ia 
the populous parts of the kingdom will have fepa- 
rated almoft of neceiHty from the national church. 
In proportion as men may dread religious or poli- 
tical refults from fuch a change ought to be their 
folicitude to prevent iu . 
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